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LookBackWithGratitude
ðsaysRegionChairman,DaveMoore
Asthepost-Christmastelevisionisobsessedwithreviewingthepastyearitseemsan
appropriateopportunityformetolookbackatmyýrstyearasRegionChairman.
TwothingsweresaidtomewhenIwaselectedtothisposition.MikeWest,my
predecessor,toldmeIwouldlearnmoreaboutthewaterwaysoftheSEcomerof
EnglandinthenextyearthatIhadduringtheprevioustenyears.NeilCarter
prophesiedthatnowIwouldýndoutwhatworkingforIWAwasreallyabout.Both
thesethingshavecometrue.ItravelledmanymilesduringNationalWaterways
FortnightandsawwaterwaysasfarapartasLechlade,AmberleyandHeybridgeBasin.
Iachievedoneambition,tosailonaThamesbarge,althoughasecondtripwhich
wouldhavegivenmeacloseViewoftheThamesbarragewasunfortunatelycancelled,
duetobadweather.
AtallthemeetingsandeventsIattendedIwasimpressedbytheenthusiasmofthose
organisingandtakingpart.Itiseasytobeenthusiasticonasunnydaywithplentyof
boatsandpeopleatyourevent.Therealtestiswhenyouareuptoyouranklesin
mud,itôsstillraining,fewifanyarelikelytoturnupandyoustillhavetopushthehotð
dogvanoutofthemud.TothisdedicatedbandIsayabigóThankyouô.Thankyou
forcarryingoninspiteofthelackofresponsetoyourappealsforhelpandthankyou
foryourforbearanceofachairmanwhostillhasmuchtolearnaboutthevariedand
complexproblemsofalargeregionlikeours.
WhilstIamsayingmythanksImustmentionFrankGreenhowwhohasedited
óWz'ndlarsôforthelasttwoyears,andwhoseýnalissuethisis.Ibelieveweneedto
communicatewithourmembersandthataregionmagazine,backedupifneedbeby
branchnewsletters,isthebestandmosteconomicalwayofachievingthis.Frankhas
doneanexcellentjoboverthepasttwoyearsinspiteʆɻconsiderableýnancial
constraintswhichhavebeenimposedonhim,andIamdeeplygrateful.Hissuccessoris
HughPerkswhoIamsureneedslittleintroductiontomanyofyou.Ihopethatyou
willgiveHughthesamecoðoperationbygettingyourreports,articles,etc.,tohimin
goodtimeforeachissue.ItisourintentiontomakeóWindlassôabetterandmore
interestingmagazine,buttodothiswewillneedyourreportsandarticlesfor
publishing.
Letmeendonasadnote.Youwillhavereadelsewhereaboutthetragicdeathof
AndrewDobsonwhowrotethe.leaderinthelastissue.Icanonlyaddmycondolences
tothosealreadysenttohisfamilyandfriends.
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