Pulling tyresout of the Wednesbury Oak Loop (BCN Cleanup, Tim Lewis)




From
The

Editor

Spring seemsto betrying to arriveat last (although
it snowed in Didcot today!) and we are finally
leaving the scrub-bashing season —we seem to
have spent alot of time scrub bashing over the
past few months as the dig reports in Navvies
and herein testify to! We should be getting back
to more constructivework over the next few digs
and of course there is Canalway Cavalcade to
help run (see page 14 for further details).

This edition of London WRG News was
produced with the hel p of Facebook as a source
of photos- very handy!

Ed Walker.

WRG Training Weekend

Theannua WRG training weekend (10-11" May)
this year will be on the Lichfield Canal, all the
usual equipment (excavators, dumpers, vans,
trailers) will be available for peopleto learn on
andthereisalso the possibility of achipper course
and tractors. If people are interested in the
weekend then please get in contact with Ali
Bottomley (aliwomble@fsmail.net) to book on.
The cost will be £15 for theweekend or £5for a
day and I'm sure Martin will be heading up inthe
van if people need alift from London.

WRG Race Night

On Saturday evening at the training weekend the
semi-annual WRG Race Night will be on again,
helping to raise money for the restoration of the
Droitwich Barge Lock —moreinformation at:

http://www.wrg.org.uk/race_night_2008.htm
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London WRG Awar ds2007

The London WRG Awards for 2007 were
announced at the London WRG Christmas party,
theresultswere:

Driving

Specid mentionto:

Jamesand Ed for getting their vehicleson Steat any
opportunity

Jamesfor continually tying his Discovery totrees
Martinfor training enough peopleto drive vansso
hedoesn’'t haveto

Edfor failing to notice that he' d reverted back to
“learner” status

Thewinner - Jamesfor snking Ed' sDiscovery ina
puddle of mud

Catering

Specid mentionsto:

Lasagne for appearing on so many digsin close
succession

Liz for using the smoke alarm as an aarm clock
(with snoozefunction)

The winner - Frank for volunteering to cook
breakfast soregularly

Lame Excuse
Thewinner - Moosefor making himsdf lame

New Recr uit

Specid mentionsto:

Helena

Mée

Adrian

The winner - Sophie for infectious and multi-
directional enthusiasm, and fantastic literary and
artigtic contributions

L eadership

Specid mentionto:

Lizfor organisng adig inthemost publicised “blue
tongue’ areaof the country

Thewinner - Ed for offering to lead adig, then
deciding thet he couldn’t go and after getting someone
elseto agreetolead it he then decided that he could
go after all

London WRG News



Hereford and Gloucester Canal, 17-18"
November 2007.

Aswewent together, we thought wewould write
together, so all the stuff initalicsisfrom Krzysiek
and the rest isme. For me the weekend started
with theusual 7pm (depending on London traffic)
pickup from Waterloo, however for Krzy it started
with packing whereby he was full of worries,
unsure of what to expect and scared but excited.
Whereas| wasjust trying to organisehim apair of
bootsor Wdllies; trainersjust weren't going to cut
it. Our thanksto Jamesfor theWdlieloanaswithout
them | would destroy completely my normal
boots.

Four hoursafter pickup (actualy at 7.45pm) | was
wondering if adig so far away wasreally the best
oneto chooseto introduce Krzy to WRG, but then
| anaNortherner still and hadn’t actually realised
how far it was until told that the aim was * before
midnight”, very reassuring. However with the
combined driving skillsof Martin, Sophieand M€
we made it with 8 minutes to spare (most of this
time spent at traffic lights), though thes ow service
at Burger King didits best to prevent this. There
we met the rest of the group, all were very nice
politeand friendly.

Therest of theevening, or very early morning was
spent in relaxed chat about such wonderful topics
as“animdsl| haveaccidentally killed”, John | fed is
adanger totheanimal kingdom. Wewerestill one
member down at this point, our esteemed |eader
Dave Miller, whose car had decided it wanted to
stay homethisweekend. By Saturday morning he
had convinced it otherwise and was on his way
issuing ingtructionsto save him an egg sandwich for
lunch.

During breakfast the local, Chris, joined us; he
wasa very niceand well organised person (unlike
certain other locals| could mention). Onsitethe
first thing we did was to create two groups, one
for tirforing and onefor cutting thetrees. At the
beginning | helped tirfor the stumps but as that
work was not constant | decided to join the
second group as | hadn’t enough clothes and
started to feel cold.
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Before he moved however he did make the earth
move for me and so thetirforing innuendo began,
leading to James and | reaching climax without
noticing and avariety of threesomes. Duetoalack
of stropswebegantotirfor usng astrop of unknown
capacity, Snceit wasin thekit weassumedit was4
tonnes, thesameasthetirfor. Asit sngppedflinging
me and Martin to the ground we decided that we
might bewrong. Thehoperemainedthat it wasjust
that point on the strop that wasweak so we put a
knot in it and stated again (can you guess what
happened next?). With thewhole strop now agreed
to have aload bearing capacity of lessthan 4 tonnes
webinnedit.

Aswedidn’'t have enough stropsof known capacity

we hijacked a nice thick piece of cable from the
local groups stock, thisdid have acapacity of over
4tonnes, lotsmorein fact aswe added ahook that
insomeway doublesthetirforsload to 8 tonnes(|
did know how but haveforgotten). Unfortunately
thisdid shorten our tirfor cable asit wasdoubled up
so we had to extend it using James Landrover
(capacity for being stretched not much morethana
8tonneforcefromthe cresking noisesit wasmaking)
anchored to areally big tree and aigned by the
tirforing processdowly shuffling it Sdewaysbefore
starting to move the stump. Once our four trees
were dealt with we packed up tools and went to
supervisetheothers.

At the other site | worked constantly and enjoyed
it alot so when thetimefor tea break camel wasa
little bit disappointed and surprised. | had gotten
used to a single break during the day for lunch,
which was often at about 3 or 4pm(at work). After
the break we returned to work and Chris showed
me a couple of tricks and gave me some advice so
that the work went very smoothly until | decided
toclimbatree(Timdescribedit asrunning upthetree

tome).
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After work at theaccommodation wewere serenaded
by Krzy on the piano as we relaxed and waited for
supper. Thiswas a casserole brilliantly cooked by
Martin, which wasfollowed with the provision of a
very tasty WRG tart and avariety of beverages. Tak
of the evening was shockingly canads and trains
(especidly which gationswerebuilt onacurve) though
John & so provided adetailed description of how to
put downarabhit or guineapig humandy withasngle
blow totheheed, dightly moretasteful thentheprevious
evening but | was beginning to detect athemein his
choice of subject matter. The accommodation
throughout waslovely and warm, sowarminfact that
| wokeupinthenight and had to REMOVE layersof
dothing, totaly unheard of.

On Sunday morning Christook usto seehishand dug
hole in the ground where the lock used to be.
Unfortunately al thestonework isgoneso everything
has to be inferred from changes in soil texture.
Afterwardswereturned to scrub-bashing, grateful for
the fires asit waswindy and rainy and we were dl
freezing, 0 freezinginfact that during lunchwedecided
enough was enough and to pack up and go home
Sraight afterwards. Thisturned out to bean excellent
plan asrain soon turnedinto deet and by thetimewe
packed dl the equipment at the accommodation back
intothevan deet turnedinto snow.

Our thanksto Christheloca for being so organised
and to the accommodation caretaker for banning us
from dleaning ashethought we should head off home
and warm up. Thanksasoto al the volunteersfor
work on site, cooking and driving. We had aredly
good weekend, though Krzy hasn't contributed ina
whileasheisfast adeep. Men are usdless, forward
thegirlietakeover of LWRG!

HelenaHowarth & Krzysiek Rosecki
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Chemer & Blackwater Canal, 12-13" January
2008.

Conversation with my boyfriend, ahead of the
Chelmer & Blackwater dig:

Sophie “ Daling—Doyoufancy comingaway
for theweekend?We || probably degponthe
floor of achurch hal and spend every daylight
hour doing hard, dirty manud labour. Onthe
plussde, sometimesitdoes'train.”

Darling: “Actudly I'm busy that weekend.”

Conversation with my friend Rachel, ahead of the
Chelmer & Blackwater dig:

Sophie: “Rach? Do youfancy coming away
for theweekend? Therewill bemen.”

Rachd: “Ok.”

| admit theaboveisaprecisof theconversations! had
with my nearest and dearest but sufficeit to say that
Darling il refusesto believe scrub bashing canbea
better way to gpend hisweskend thanwatching football
inapubinChiswick. Luckily my mateRachd hasmore
ballsand shedragged her friend Janed ong asabirthday
treat. | hadn’'t met Jane before the weekend but |
thought thet if thisgirl’ sideaof atreatiscoming away
on aWRG weekend, | thought we' d probably get
aong likeahouseonfire.

Friday

“Theaccommodationis't normaly thisgood”, | fed
obligedtotell them both aswe are shown around the
Haybarn. A sizeablebarge kitted out with akitchen
andlargesodd room, theHaybarnisbescaly afloeting
scout hut, albeit arather superior one. Downdarsare
8 suglittlecabinswith bunksand insaneluxurieslike
pillowsand showers

“Y egh, wedon't usudly get bedsor anything,” Martin
chimesin, worried they’ |l think WRG weekendsare
cushy.

“Or hot showers,” saysJames, trying to sound tough.
Thehonour of WRG menisunder threat! If thenew
girlsthink it sdwaysthisluxuriousonaLondondig,
they’ll go home and tell everyone WRG men are
pansies.
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“Usudly wework until about midnight and thenwe
al shelter under adock leaf and shareasmall packet
of mini cheddarsfor supper,” pipesup Tim, who's
noticed thereare new girlson thisdigwho may well
be Up For It.

Luckily London WRG' s reputation for extreme
hardinessis saved when the sawage system backfires
and theladies showers start flooding with *solid
matter’ . Everyone breathesasigh of relief (but not
through their noses). London WRG' sreputationis
restored!

“It’ snot poo, it smud!” insists dig leader Helen,
before Elanor heroicaly cleansit up.

Oncewe ve established that theaccommodation for
thisdigisfar, far superior to anywhereelsewe' ve
ever stayed, been or heard about, ever, we go to
the pub to celebrate our good fortune.

Saturday

Thenext morningwestroll dongtoste, whichison
atidal cana which joinsthe Blackwater estuary at
the little fishing village of Maldon, famous for
supplying thefamous Delia Smith with her famous
Maldon Salt. Which, if you haven't tried it, isvery
likenormal salt but 6 timesmore expensive.

After digssuch asthepoor old Wendover aamwhere
thecanal’ sfalleninto such disrepair that it' sreally
just adry ditch, it’ sgood to see a happy, healthy
and functioning waterway whichisobvioudy ared
local asset and well-used.

Onthe Chelmer & Blackwater, the canal not only
fulfilsthat most basic of criteria(being aholewith
somewater in) butit’sobvioudy well-used and well-
loved. Infact, it’ sticking along quite nicely without
WRG' shedlp: onthisdig we vejust been draughted
into do somehairdressing.
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The moorings are choked with craft and the
overgrown banks are lined with little shedsthat
you could maybe call summerhousesif you were
in agenerousframe of mind.

When | was growing up my Dad used to have
one such shed, which he used for the purpose of
avoiding my mother. In thismanner they avoided
divorce and serious violence. | can seethat the
Chelmer and Blackwater sheds serve avaluable
social purpose for the domestic contentment of
the Maldon saltworkers. After all, if thetowpath’s
So overgrown that they lose accessto their sheds,
divorce may become unavoidable. If they'retoo
busy divorcing to make Delia’ ssalt, Deliawon't
be able to write her cook books and then where
will the nation be? With no-one to teach us how
to boil eggs, we'll be catapulted back into the
dark agesand beforced to sit around in the dark
gnawing raw meat. Goodness only knowswhat
will become of Norwich City.

Mindful of thisthreat to civilisation as we know
it, London WRG set to with the loppers. Entire
hedgerowsfell under the assault of our bowsaws,
alegion of blackthornswere despatched; passing
vigtorsfrom Cdiforniasaw our bonfiresand wept.
11 o' clock came and went with shrieks of horror:
the gas had blown out and tea was nearly 22
minutes|ate.

“Of course, normally we have tea on the dot of
11,” Helenaassures Rachel and Jane.

Worse still, we' ve forgotten to pack the biscuits
in the brew kit. Asit’s her birthday, welet Liz
walk the mile back to camp in search of our
custard creams. Too late we realise we should
have sent someone else along to make sureLiz
didn’t eat them all on thewalk back.
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Rachel and Jane seem to be enjoying themselves
and they’ re making matchsticks of the hawthorn
hedges. It salwaysdifficult to describeto ‘folk back
home’ what it isthat so appeal sabout these digs—
it' soften hard to explain to your loved oneswhy
you go away from them so much at the weekends—
and it was a relief for me that these visitors
understood and appreciated what it wasthat keeps
me coming back. WRG for meisacommunity that
you opt into—it hard to reconcileit sometimeswith
your permanent community back home. Later |
realised that I’ d been abit nervous about bringing
people from my ‘real life’ into my neatly-
compartmentalised WRG existence. Would they
understand?| think theonly parallel Stuation must

be bigamy.

By mid-afternoon we' vemade one hell of adentin
thefoliagelining thebank side. Married men start
sneeking back to their shedsclutching broken clocks
and fused toagters(*I’mgoing to my shed to get this
fixed, dear’). Some of themfeel guilty andjoinin
the scrub clearance and their overexcited dogsare
soon running about clutching sticks.

London WRG News



London WRG are starting to flag though. “I’'m so
OVER scrub bashing,” declaresHelena, who had a
week of it over theNew Year. Even WRG Tart and
self-confessed cand-addict Martinisbored of brush
cutting. Never mind guys, soon the season will be
over. Weknock off asthelight fadesand scramble
for aspaceintheboat. It' sadifficult balancing act
evenwith the Burco asballast. “We can either take
Mooseor 3 other people,” says Tim at therudder.

Back at the Heybarn, the delicious cooking smells
from the galey are managing to mask the gppalling
smell of sewage till emanating from the ladies
showers. Mél’ s cooking cottage pie and two sorts
of crumble, so whilst she’ sbusy inthe kitchen we
toast Chad and Elli€ srecent engagement and admire
theengagement ring. Asit’sLiz shirthday, her dad
joinsusfor dinner and later we have acake.

“Essex WRG would al beinbed by now,” Frank
sayswistfully at 10.30pm.

“Pleasemay | join Essex WRG?’ | yawn. Later there
are heroic effortsto drag ourselvesto the pub but
thisamountsto very littleand al four bunksin my
cabinarefull by 11pm.

Sunday

Mel overcomesher horror of mushroomsto cook
usaslap-up breakfast. We' re on site at the crack
of ten to recommence our annihilation of thefoliage.
Midmorning we' rejoined by amanin hiseighties
who stripsdown to hispantsfor hisdaily swimin
thecand. We manage not to titter ashedonsapair
of clogstowander thetowpath surveying our work.

“Apparently they’ rethirty yearsold but he had to
get them repainted last spring,” Helenainformsus.

Later that day we' reastonished to find we' vedone
al of thework we had scheduled. Some blokefrom
Essex water pops along to say ta very much
and...er... would we mind tidying the placeup a
bit now seeing aswe' ve made such amess of it?

Right: New recruits Jane and Rachel haveabreak
(TimLewis)
L eft: Chooseyour weapon (Tim Lewis)
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Weredouble our effortsto burn everything we' ve
cut down and cut thetree stumpsright down to the
ground likewe should have donein thefirst place.

By thetimethelight fadesthe bank istransformed.
Reluctantly wetake our leave of the Haybarnwhich
isnow bobbing enthusiastically on choppy waters,
reeking of sewage. Weadl agreeit’sbeen abrilliant
dig and the newbies seem to have enjoyed it im-
mensely. | can honestly say the Heybarn provided
thebest night' sdeep I’ vehadinalong time. Highly
recommended for other groups—so long asthey
don’t mind abit of poo.

Sophie Smith
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Wendover Arm, 2-3rd February 2008.

For thefirsttimeever | anfirsttoarriveat adig -
just goes to show that Birmingham must be very
central! Jamesand | set up campinthe Robin Hood
pub after failing miserably to find theaccommodation
- the Scout Hut in Tring. A cosy corner of the pub
becomesincreasingly populated by wrgies. Themost
cunning amongst the crowd get alift back to the
accom leaving therest of usto ssumble back home
(well back to the hut). The good newsfor those
who walked back was that the toaster had been
unloaded and had been put into operation!

After breakfast weleavefor site - thisweekend we
have the luxury of not having to make sandwiches
(and even get treated to homemade flapjack at tea
break) - thanks Rowenaand Suzie!
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Wemeet up with thelocalsat site compound who
explain that thework will involve pumping water
over thetemporary bund, digging amanhole cover
out, scrub bashing, cutting and bending rebar and
erecting some formwork and shuttering on one
of themooring bays. After sorting out which tools
would be needed we all travel over to the main
site. Wedivide up into groups and disperse along
the towpath.

M oose and the scrub bash team (Maria, Purple
Fairy, Stuart, Alan, Bob, Richard and Tim) get to
work on the first bonfire. Moose isfirst to fall
victim to the gloop after taking a tumble and
getting plastered in the stuff.

Thelocals spend the weekend driving
excavators and tracked dumpersaong the
canal bed digging out loads of the mud.Helena,
Jamesand | are on pump duty which involved
splashing around (or crunching around after we
had broken theice!!! - yesthe weekend wasa
tad chilly) in what looked like an enormous
spillage of Frappucino.

Our day involved using lots of technical skills-
namely the ability to “sloosh” rhythmically to
encourage all the gloopy water nearer the pump.
Helena and | had several “out-of-wellie”
experiences. Mineinvolved me scrambling up
the bank in my socksleaving my welliesstuck in
the mud which had to be dug out later and
Helena s ended up with her washing her feet in
the icy cold canal under the bridge. We return
the the accom where those of us covered in clay
attempt to get clean - dightly tricky when thewash
basinsaren’t big enough even for hands - abucket
(after cobwebs and inhabitants had been
removed) served the purpose well enough.

Theevening sentertainment wasthe AGM, which
seemed to passby relatively quickly (Farleighthe
Bear having decided to keep his opinions to
himself) and painlessly (large quantities of beer
and Pringles having been consumed).

L eft: reinforcing and shuttering assembly (Tim
Lewis)
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Wewerejoined by Kateand Bobby for alovely dinner
of chicken pieand mash followed by chocolatesponge
and chocolate sauce. Later some of us watch the
Waterworld DV D and some energetic soulswalk to
the pub.

On Sunday the pumping teamwereout of ajob sowe
(joined by Bobby and Krzysiek and later by Sleepy
David) volunteered to bend therebar intotheformwork
needed for the mooring bays. The locas have
developed a unique system for this, however,
unfortunately, some of the pieces of the necessary
bending frame had been dismantled and scavenged for
another job so our energy turned to burning thebrush
at theend of thestecompound andfillingintherutsin
theroadway with barrowsof rubble.

Krzysiek, James, David and Olly focused on cutting
therebar to sizewith bolt cutterswhilst | decided to
racethem with the Stihl saw after said saw had been
abandoned for inefficiency ressons Whils the Stihl saw
wasnot quicker than blokeswith bolt cuttersat first as
soon asthe blade sarted to warm up soon therewas
no contest: the cutterswere abandoned and wetook it
inturnswiththe Stihl saw produced threelargepilesof
rebar for the pipework capping.

Working
Party
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Back at the other site | gather that there was
another enormous bonfire and ateam did agreat
job on completing the formwork and shuttering
before a concrete pour on the Monday morning.

On return to the accommodation the tools and
equipment were sorted into different vehiclesand
weall went our separate ways. Despitethetraffic
jams and with the help of the AA required for
Rowena s car we all got home safely.

M elanie Parker

Below: Waiting for canal traffic to pass (Martin
Ludgate)
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Wiltsand BerksCanal, 23-24'" February

Thedigisbarely over asl writethis, but what elseis
theretodo onaPiccadilly Linetrainfrom EarlsCourt
to Manor House? Well there is the option of
worrying that cramming my newly acquired loaf of
leftover bread into abag with my sitebootsisgoing
to lead to boot shaped bread, but that’ s beside the

point.

Theweekendwasandl round successand | enjoyed
itimmensaly so | would liketo start withamassive
thank you to Jamesfor leading, to Rachad for finding
us plenty of work, to Di for cooking dinner on
Saturday night and to Mel, Nigel and James for
dealing with breakfast (including wafflesfor all —
excellentided). Finally thank youto everyoneese
who madeit ahighly enjoyableand very productive
weekend.

Theweekend started early for Mel and Jameswho
put in acouple of hourswork on Friday afternoon.
They then moved on to the Foxham Innfor dinner
with the other early arrivalswhilst waiting for the
rest of usto turn up. For somereason running to
the pub seemed a great idea to the males of the
party leaving Mel tottering along in her boots.
However they got their comeuppance when they
wereleft queuing at the pub door waiting for it to
open. Once everyone had gathered we began to
wend our way back to the hall for tea and toast
before bed.

On sitethe next day the task wassimple, clear out
themgority of thetreesfrom lock fivewhilst leaving
a row on both sides to provide shade for the
bluebdls Whilgt initidly working a burning thetrees
we cut down | soon abandoned thisfiery arenaof
WRG poaliticsfor the back of thelock where Mel
and | claimed al cutting downrights. Theserights
hadtofiercdy defend against encroaching maleswho
had set their sghtson the biggest treesin our patch.
Oddly they showed no interest in the surrounding
shrubbery. Here conversation descended to the
infantilelevel of “What speciesof treewould you
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Clearing the lock kept everyone, except Di and
Rachael who werelaying awonderful fence, busy
until the end of theday. Thiswashelped by Bob
replanting atree he had cut down in the bottom
of the lock and spending ages playing with
another one. Just as we were supposed to be
letting the fires die down Tim'sflared up, asit
traditional. Aswe sat watching thefirescool and
wondering “What type of dog would you be?’
we asked Rachael what tomorrow’s task wasto
be. It was gratifying to see her face light up as
midway through telling us that tomorrows task
included finishing off here sherealised that we had
infact aready finished!

Back at the accommodation after our productive
day Di was preparing a fantastic meal of
shepherds pie with chocol ate sponge for dessert
(officialy thetastiest chocolate sponge | haveever
eaten) whilst agathering occurred around James
airbed discussing, amongst other things, “What
sort of car would you be?’ (That onewasfor the
boys as they didn’t appreciate picking which
flower to be, though Nick did win with “Venus
fly-trap™). Later wewondered if we could do a
study about how camp dynamics change
depending on the availability of comfy airbedsto
sit on. There was an excursion to the pub by
some but | stayed home and chatted with Nigel
and James, whilst worrying that | had atendency
to adopt village hallsas*home'.

On Sunday thework was morevaried. Mel and
| started the morning burning some scrub from
thefield by lock five, planting afew Hawthorne
whips and wondering “What type of fencewould
you be?’ Asfor everyoneelsel think theteams
went asfollows. Kate, Digger, Richard and Jenny
laid abroken brick track in therutsin the towpath
to allow easier vehicleaccessto site. Nigel, Bob
and Rob joined thelocalsbricklaying in lock four.
Meanwhile our esteemed leader James, along
with Nick (when he wasn't bust sinking his
ambulancein the mud by weighing it down with
logs) and Adrian burnt thetreesthat had already
been cut down at lock two.

Right: Kateand Bob tidying up (Martin Ludgate)
L eft: Sometreesaremoreobstinate(Martin Ludgate)
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Groups varied throughout the day and in the
afternoon thelock two team, withitsadditions, had
anicepot of teaby thefire. Thefirewasof course
small and controlled; especialy as its position,
surrounded on three sides by canal, meant that it
hed limited potentia for ever becoming uncontrolled.

Having finished dl thework given we headed back
to theaccommodationtotidy up, with conversation
fueled by Md’ sshow stopping “What sort of lingerie
wouldyou be?’ (apparently thigh high stripy socks
don’t count), before everyone headed off home. All
inall avery satisfying weekend. Thank you once
againto al the LWRGies and the localsfor their
hard work and enthusiasm.

HeenaHowarth




LWRG

AGM

Minutes

Attendees:

Minutesof L ondon Waterway Recovery Group

Annual General M eeting on 02 Febr uary 2008.

Ed Walker; Martin Ludgate; Stuart Stone; James Butler; Tim Lewis; Allan Scott; Richard
Worthington; Helen Dobbie; Bob Metcafe; Phil Cardy; David Miller; Kate Penn; David Hearnden,
MariaAlderman; Mée Parker; Elanor Napier (Minutes); Richard Thomas, HelenaHowarth; Krzysiek
Rosiecki; Oliver Revel; Mark Gribble; Farleighthe Bear.

Apologies:

Nigel Lee; Elizabeth Wilson (Suzie Pounce and Rowena Gaskell cooking)

Dig Details:

Dates

23'Y424" February 2008
15"/16"™ March 2008 DD
05"/06™ April 2008
26"/27" April 2008 DD
039/05" May 2008
10/11" May 2008

31% May/01% June 2008
28"/29" June 2008
02"/03" August 2008 DD
06"/07" September 2008

27"/28" September 2008 DD
181/19% October 2008
01%/02™ November 2008

22"/23 November 2008 DD
06"/07"" December 2008
10"/11* January 2009

31 January/01* February 2009
21%/22™ February 2009
21%/22™ March 2009

18"/19" April 2009
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Locetion L eader/Joint Groups
Wilts & Berks Canal JamesButler
Monmouthshire& Brecon Cand TimLewis
BCN Clean Up 114/Aileen Butler
Cotswold Canal David Miller
Canaway Cava cade (London) David Hearnden
WRG Training Weekend Alison Bottomley
Chesterfield Candl JamesButler/North West
Wilts& BerksCand TBA (Novan)
Cotswolds Cana South West? (Novan)
Sussex OuzelLichfidd Moose/Mel Parker

(V2AGM)
Cotswolds Cana Elanor Napier
Ipswich & Stowmarket Canal Ed Walker
BonfireBash Centrd Booking
(Chelmer & Blackwater Cand)
Basingstoke Cana MariaAlderman
Wilts & Berks Canal KESCRG?
TBA TBA
TBA TBA
TBA TBA
BCN Clean Up 114/Aileen Butler
TBA TBA
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Kit
Tim Lewis- Fundsin thebank account are sufficient
for current needs.

1 manurefork Ed Walker
2|ong handled dashers Ed Walker
6lighters MariaAlderman
1 kitchen scales MariaAlderman
Brushcutter service Ed Walker
Tirfor certification Ed Walker —
George Eycott
Bagfor hard hats MariaAlderman
6 hard hats Ed Walker
6 parswelding gauntlets Ed Walker
Flamethrower container JamesBuitler
Stainless stedl spades Ed Walker to
investigate.
Publicity

Tim Lewis — There are plenty of recruits at the
moment so adrivefor recruitment isnot required.
Genera agreement of theabove.

Tim Lewis—Current publicity isarticlesin Navvies
and the L ondon WRG news and the content on the
London WRG website.

Events

Barndance 01%/02™ March 2008 —thisincludesthe
Leader Training on Saturday and a WRG board
mesting on Sunday.

Mike StevensMemorid 04" March 2008 at the
London Cand Museum, Tim Lewisto confirmtime.
Thesocid for the next dig is postponed until 11*
March 2008.

Candway Cavalcadeat LittleVenice 03¢/ 05"
May 2008.

Themefor theweekendis“Funtimeonwater”.
LWRG is to do Tombola/publicity stand and
possibly help with the human fruit machine.

Half the proceeds LWRG get will be donated tothe
DroitwichBargeLock Apped.
MariaAldermanwill book theMarket Stall.

David Hearnden asked to borrow the catering kit
for theweekend. Therewereno objections.

London WRG News
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Minutes

WRG Training Weekend 101/11™" May 2008 -
Thoseinterested in acquiring skillsfor theweekends
areto contact Alison Bottomley ASAP.

Martin Ludgatewill organiseminibustransport from
Waterloo Station if required.

For those interested in First Aid training, David
Hearnden hasformsfor applying for support.
21822

TimLewis Birthday Bash June

2008 - 50" birthday party.

VisttoWaltham Abbey’ sEx-Gunpowder Works—
Allan Scott toinvestigate possibilities.

Any Other Business

Paperwork For weekend |eaders the paperwork
to send to WRG Head Officearetheinsuranceform
(filledinonthewebsite) and alist of people present
on site for each day. For unusual work a Risk
Assessment should be compl eted.

Emergency Contact Details, Tim Lewisand David
Hearnden areto design aformincluding contact and
medical detailsto be kept inthevanand only used
inemergencies.

Under age Peopl e attending digswho areunder 18
and do not have parents or guardians with them
create legal obligations. If necessary LWRG will
seek advice from the WRG board. Leaders can
ask new peopleif they areunder 18 or over 70in
order to establish thelega and insurance Situation.

Sandwich Boar dsStill requirewordsfor detailing
on the boards.

Self-Assessment for BW sitesBW sitesrequire
alevel of self-assessment from the organisationin
chargeor BW supervisonwould berequired. None
of thedigs planned thisyear will requirethis. Tim
Lewiswill discussthisissuewith Mike Pamer.
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CANALWAY CAVALCADE
The Inland

FUNTIME ON WATER

Y. - s == B

LITTLE VENICE 2008

With Caval cade fast approaching London WRG
will need volunteersto help run the Waterways
Name Game and to help decorate our entry in
the decorated boats competition on the Saturday.

The theme this year is*Funtime on water” and
Cavalcade runs over the May Day bank holiday
weekend (3 —5" May 2008). If you are able to
help at any point over those three dayswith either
thework camp or fundraising (or even both!) then
please come along!

A lot of the money that London WRG needs to
run gets raised at Cavalcade and we are also
raising money for the Droitwich Barge Canal
restoration soit’sall inagood cause.

Therewill also bethetraditional London WRG
mesal out onthe Saturday eveningwhich Liz Wilson
has volunteered to organise. Details of thiswill
be appearing on the LWRG mailing list soon or
get in contact with Liz directly
(liz@giantwasp.co.uk) if you are interested.

Ed Walker
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Just an update on where we are for The Little
Venice Cavalcade, as you all know and have
marked in your diaries, but just in case the 3",
4™ and 5" May 2008.

Sameasevery year for thelast 4 years, | am after
volunteers, to help meand avery small team, to
run the Site and Services, so we can put up the
Market Stalls, put out table and chairs, take
tradersto their allocated space etc. Alsoneed a
cook for the weekend, most to be catered for is
20 — 25 people,

Accommodation isdlightly different than say at
the National Festival, in so much that we use
boats, | will be on sitefrom Wednesday 30th April
and theaccommodation will hopefully arriveeither
the 1% or the 2™, from Wednesday onwards
suppliers will be bringing in such things as the
marquees, tables, chairs.

Before people cry out no mention of beer, yes
weare having beer, sameaslast year, should have
10real ales, proper cider and other drink (wines
etc). But I’'m sure Site and Services will be
involved with the Beer Tent somehow?

For those in LWRG involved in the Best
Decorated boat competition. Just to make you
worry a bit. | believe | heard another boat is
joining to compete against you? Who have never
entered before?

The theme for this year is FUNTIME ON
WATER. Hopefully avery easy subject for LWRG
to think about.

Anyone interested in helping please call me on
07961 922153 or even better drop me an email
on moose@wr g.org.uk

M oose
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London WRG
Dates

For upto dateinformation check theLondon WRG
web pages.
www.london.wrg.org.uk

List

Working Parties: Trangport available Friday evening in the London WRG minibus, meet by the post
box outside Costa Coffee at Waterloo station; normally at 19:00 but may be
earlier or later depending on distance. Contact Tim, Martin or Ledey for details.

Dates L ocation Organiser
26-27/04/08 Dig Deep on CotswoldsCanals David Miller
31/05-1//06/08  Chesterfield Cand with NW? JamesButler
28-29/06/08 Dig DegponWilts& BerksCanal TBA

2-3/08/08 Dig Deep on Cotswolds Canalswith SW Martin Ludgate
6-7/09/08 Sussex Ouseor Lichfiedd & haf-AGM Mooseor Mel
27-28/09/08 Dig Deep on CotswoldsCanals Elanor Napier
18-19/10/08 Ipswich & Stowmarket Canal Ed Walker
1-2/11/08 Bonfire Bash, Chelmer & Blackwater Canal Centrally booked
22-23/11/08 Dig Deep on Basingstoke Canal Moose & Maria
6-7/12/08 Xmasdig with KESCRG, Wilts& Berks Centrally booked
10-11/01/09 TBA TBA

Note: Digsmarked “Dig Deep” are on projectswherework is being co-ordinated under the Dig Deep
Initiative, aschemeinvolving ourselves and four other mobile groups (Essex WRG, NWPG KESCRG
and WRG BITM).
Social Gatherings: Tuesday night, normally 11 daysbeforeeach digi.e,
20" May, 17" June, 22™ July, 26" August, 16" September etc. at theStar Tavern
Belgrave Mews West, behind German Embassy on Chesham Place, from about

19.30till 23.00.
Other Events:
3-5/05/08 Candway Cavalcade, Little Venice -
10-11/05/08 WRG Training Weekend Ali Bottomley
21/06/08 TimLewis s“sgnificant” birthday -

23-25/08/08 Nationa Waterways Festival, Wolverhampton -

Whoto contact:

London WRG Co-ordinator: Tim Lewis, 5 Herongate Road, Wanstead, L ondon E12 5EJ
Phone: 020-85300425 E-mall: tim@timlewis.org.uk

Enquiries: Martin Ludgate or Ledey McFadyen, 35 Silvester Road, London SE22 9PB

Phone: 020-86933266 E-mail: martin.ludgate@wrg.org.uk
London WRG News Editor: Ed Walker, 4 Blackwater Way, Didcot, Oxon. OX11 7RL
Phone: 07887-568029 E-mail: ed.waker@wrg.org.uk
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Above Lunchisgetting quitecivilised on Londondigs(H& G, Y arkhill, Tim Lewis).
Below WRG boat team preparefor launch (SHAG weekend, H& G Y arkhill, Tim Lewis).




