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Noticeboard

BonfireBash

Seepage 14/15for further information and abooking
formbut it islooking very unlikely that avan will be
heading up from London to thedig, liftsshould be
available from other people heading up — either
contact IWA head office or the London WRG e-
mail list for help.

KESCRG/LWRG ChrigmasParty

Theusud joint Christmas party dig will thisyear be
happening on the Basingstoke Canal over the
weekend of 2-3“ December. Apart from usual
friendsin KESCRG, WRG-SW will bejoiningin
thefedtivities Work will mogt likely be scrub bashing
ontheoff-sdeof thecanal, down near thejunction
withthe River Wey.

The usual fancy dress party will be held on the
Saturday night, this year with the theme of “The
Besatles’. Alice Bayston hasgracioudly offered to
sl ticketsfor the event, shewill beshaking people
down at the Bonfire Bash, if you can’t make that
event then post her a cheque (made payable to
“KESCRG") for £16to AliceBayston, 276A Myton
Road, Warwick, CV34 6PT. Remember to give
detailsof any food alergiesetc. when booking on.

A Reminder

Dig organisersshould not only fill in theinsurance
form giving numbersof volunteersand typesof work
undertaken and forward it to head office, but from
now onwards should also send in alist of names of
volunteerswho worked on site each day.

WRgie Words Forum:
http: //p2.forumforfree.com/wrg.html
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ChrigmasCamp

Just aquick update regarding the Christmas Camp.
YesI’mleading it, Paul Shaw ismy assistant, and
the cook will be Maria. The accommodationisto
be at Renishaw Community Centre, whichthelocas
say will easily accommodate 40 people. Next door
isaworking men’s club with afootball field and
shower facilitiesthat thelocalsareaso trying to get
accessto. Theareaisabout 2 milesnorth of M1
Junction 30 onthe A616, and within amile of the
worksite. Beware some maps might havethe road
as A6135: thisisether an error or the road name
has been changed. Thelocalswill check for us.

Regarding work (oh yesthat horribleword), wewill
be scrub bashing or ‘dash and burn’. And yes, we
will haveabonfireor two! Smal! Controlled! (well
yes, everyone knowswhat | mean).

The WRG camps list did have the camp starting
before Xmas, that' sprobably wishful thinking onthe
part of thetrouble makersin Head Office: | won't
mention their names, but Jenny and Jessicaknow
that I’ m talking about them. Damn that’ sblownit.
But if enough peopleinform methat they might be
interested in garting the camp on Chrigmas Evethen
| will go back tothelocalsand check the avail ability
of the hall. Otherwise the camp will start 26th
December and finish 1st January asusud.

TheNew Y ear Party will befancy dresswithatheme
of ‘Star Signs & heavenly bodies . Paul, the able
ass stant, thinksthisshould give acertain ex-postie
plenty of scopetoindulgeinhisnormal dressing-
up-as-a-girl fetish. It dso givestherest of you plenty
of timeto think about a costume, so no excuses!
(Last year seeing Jamesin aLara Croft getup was

very scary...)

| should mention now therewill belikely to bedogs
inthehdl, justin caseanyonewhoisadlergictodogs
wasgoing to book on. (Sorry) Weareinfact waiting
for confirmation that dogs are allowed inthe hall.
Now you al know how | liketo get peoplebooked
early, and via Head Office. Spaces could be
limited.

Dave ‘Moose’ Hearnden
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Wilts& BerksCanal, Stepping StoneBridge,
24-25" June 2006.

With the London WRG van being off on camps
duty and alast minute changein sitethiswasal-
waysgoing to bean “interesting” dig to organise.
So Friday evening saw me loading up the Disco
with a selection of tools and then stopping off at
Tesco in Didcot to buy thefood with Liz who had
(foolishly?) volunteered to act asdinner cook for
the weekend. Half an hour’ sdriving later saw us
in South Marston where a short search ensued
for the village hall —it was not in the place I'd
been led to believe! The hall seemed quite nice
with only two drawbacks —the car parking was
5 minutes walk away and there was no fridge!
Good thing | packed the cooler bag then. L eav-
ing the Disco outside as signpost seemed to work
quite well as Richard Thomas and Sleepy David
soon arrived and an expedition was mounted to
the local pub. Got to love these new licensing
hours—meant that when Tim, Helen, Nigel, Chris
(theyounger) and Lesley arrived they could till
have abeer. Nigel probably had the worst jour-
ney in as he ended up collecting catering kit from
somewhere near Dartford!

Saturday morning arrived far too quickly (that’ 1
be the downside of the new licensing hours!) and
| was doing the leadership thing of cooking break-
fast and delivering tea/coffeein bed. The Step-
ping Stone bridge site being amile down an un-
made track most peopl e ended up walking down
the canal from anearby car park whileLizand |
took the track in the Disco with the tools. M eet-
ing up with Chris Forward (thelocal) on sitewe
had the job for the weekend explained — basi-
cally twesak the bridge arch so that instead of be-
ing 17 foot wideit was 19 foot wide! Cue Lon-
don WRGies wielding sledgehammers, picks,
chisels, barsand an excavator. A short timelater
and two rather large piles of rubblewere all that
remained of the nearside arch and Nigel was
wielding the excavator pulling back the clay infill
(overheard to mutter “come back Blue, all isfor-
given!”).
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Working
Party

Reports

Work proceeded in shifts as peopl e stopped for
squash breaks but soon we reached the stage of
digging the footing for the arch former and new
brick arch. ChrisWicksand Alice passed through
to collect the London WRG Stihl saw for their
camp — probably better to say they walked
through as MK P had threatened aviolent death if
they took the brand new van down the track!

After lunchasmal, select group (well Tim, Helen,
Lizand Chrisanyway!) headed off to the Pocket
Park site to assemble and erect a kissing gate,
apparently they had immense trouble with erect-
ing it straight asit kept going on the piss.
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Demolitionin progress (Nigel Lee)
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Working
Party

Reports

After lunch Bob, Jon G and Richard Thomascarried
onwith excavating thefooting —thisnow beingin
two inches of water meant that each swing of the
pick sprayed Jon with mud. At about 5pm weleft
site, leaving behind two very large piles of rubble
and alarge pile of spoil —the starting point of a
tasteful and sensitive restoration of an 18" century
bridge, i.e. we regoing to completely demoitinthe
end!

Back at the accom Liz was cooking lasagne and
thelast of thewayward volunteersturned up—Suzie,
who managed to completely missthe accom despite
finding the Disco parked outsideit, James cried of f
at thelast minute—something about being stuck in
the West country with notrainsback to civilisation.

Al fresco style garlic bread was made; we managed
toremovemost of thegrassouit of it before cooking!

Martin gppeared just after dinner —theMorrishaving
suspected head issues, a half hours work by
torchlight in the school car park showed it was
actualy valves—apparently Martindwayscariesa
spare.

Sunday — Tim and Helen cooked breakfast and we
headed back to Ste—Timto carry onwith hiskissng
gateand put acoupleof fence postsinwhiletherest
of usfinished theholefor thearchfooting. About an
hour later and Christhelocal pronounced thejob
done— so teawas had, toolswere cleaned and we
headed back to the accom for lunch where Martin
had findly finished grinding hisvave. With nothing
else to do people headed home, a group of us
stopping off a the Abingdon Junction siteto havea
wander and take some“before” photos.

Many thanksto ChrisForward for having uson short
notice— despite the dig being quite short the demo
work was certainly fun! Nothing liketrashing some
quality heritagein agood cause!

Ed Walker.
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Not much bridge left now! (Nigel Lee)
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Wilts & Berks Canal, Seven L ocks, 15-16"
July 2006

Friday

My first timerunning aweekend dig started of f
with not having to get inaminibus, for methat’sa
shock. Instead | got alift with Sal we eventually
(evil tubetrains) we set off for the Foxham Read-
ing Rooms. Thejourney took alittlelonger than
expected as Sal had never been there before and
| had only seen the route from the back of avan.

Eventually we met up with everyone el se (except
Martin, who had aworse journey than us) in the
Foxham Inn where we stayed for a bit before
heading back to the hall for toast and unpacking.
| haveto mention David living up to his“ s eepy”
nickname by getting adrink of water, sitting on
hisbed and falling aseep fully dressed within min-
utes of us getting back. He also got up at some
ungodly hour of the morning looking for the toi-
let, headed in the opposite direction that he should
and walked straight into thetrolley full of folded
tables.

Saturday

Sal did the honours cooking breakfast, we made
the lunch and headed on to site where the Burco
had just boiled so we sat down again for teaand
joblists.

First up wasthetop of the nearly finished Lock
3, while Luke and another local worked tofit the
last of the coping stones we dumpered and
barrowed backfill in behind the existing stonesand
then compacted it with trampling, stamping, and,
in Sal’ s case, line-dancing. While thiswas hap-
pening at ground level we sent Liz and Paul into
the bottom of the lock to start chipping out some
damaged brickswhich would be replaced | ater.

Shifting bricks, awaysapopular task! (Nigel Lee)
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After lunch sand bagswereiningeniouswayswith
theaid of adumper, backfilling started on the, now
complete, towpath side and people started neatly
stacking the bricks that had made up lock 4. |

swapped with Liz and went into the depths of the
lock to discover that chipping out bricksisnot as
easy asitlooks, especialy when you think you are
trying to remove a half brick and discover itisa
wholebrick end on.

Back at the hall Nigel and Chrisjoined us, fresh
fromlooking at Universities, and Rowenawith the
shopping for her to cook tea. Atraditional London
wrg mesl of Spaghetti Bolognaiseand Garlic Bread
followed with fruit and squirty cream (more onthat
later) for pudding. Wea so presented EdwithaBob
the Builder cakefor hisupcoming birthday.




Working
Party

Reports

Back totheFoxham Innwhereevenasmdl digof 11
people can take over the whole place. The usudl
highbrow topicsof Politics, the Artsand the Socio-
Economicgructurecf thecountry werediscussed (they
could have, | can’t remember) and then back to the
hdl for toast and rewriting “ Everybody’ sfreetowear
Sunscreen” withawrgiedant (SeeNawviesfor more)

Sunday

Liz cooked usbreskfast and then it was back to Ste
for moreof thesame. Nigd and Lizwent intothelock
to replacethebroken brickswith Chismaking mortar
whileAllan, David and Ed took thetwo Dumpersand
an Excavator to collect dredgingsand fill aditch. Sa
put her painting skillsto useonthe W& B scaffolding
whichleft meand Rowenato movethebricks, at this
point | madeacommand decison that Sa might need
some help so wewent to do that instead along with
Ed'sportableradio (Land Rover Discovery).

Lunch included Ed’ sbirthday cake and also the
leftoversfrom last night pudding, abow! of fruit
and most of acan of squirty cream, the challenge
being *“how much can you put on abit of fruit and
il eat it?” 1t also madeit’ sway onto chocolate
cake and the almond cakes, we stopped short of
putting it on the celery.

After lunch Nigel went off to discover the
“interesting” controls of the excavator, Martin
went down the lock to finish off the brickwork
and Ed joined us on the painting and brought his
eclectic selection of music with him.

With the scaffolding and brickwork finished we
stopped about 4:30, packed up and went back
to the hall. Kit was packed, the hall was swept
and Liz managed to find afew more bits of fruit
to cover with thelast of the squirty cream.

Thanks, as always to Luke and Rachael for
organising the jobs on site, to Liz and Sal for
cooking breakfast, and to Ro for cook tea.

Richard Worthington

Dredgingsdisposal (Nigel Lee)
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Wet Weekendsin Wiltshire: No. 253:
Steppingtones Bridge, 28" September — 1%
Octaober 2006

Our fascinating series proving that not all WWWs
are on the internet continues and starts on the
Wednesday evening. Yourstruly, after anightmare
day at the office (I know why | prefer being field-
based, believe me) and arain-soaked drive down
the A361, arrived at South Marston Village Hall.
Thispleasant, if cobwebby, little edificewasnamed
after Edwardian philanthropist Lord Southmarston
Villagehal, wholater shot to famewhen heinvented
Swindon.

Whenl findly entered the building after gttinginthe
car dlowingaliveMdinky st onR2tofinish, | was
carrying my just-purchased lunch (that’s*lunch’ as
in ‘should have eatenit at lunchtime’) inacarrier
bag and was somewhat taken aback to see those
already present finishing off atwo-course cooked
dinner. Getting any further than putting my carrier
bag down wasinterrupted by theimmediate need
to unpack thetrailer brought down behind Jimmy
B’s Disco and then MKP arrived in SAD. |
accompanied the latter Chairman-vehicle
combination to Sainsburysand finally got to eat my
Quavers(they'refloaty light, I’'mledto believe).

Thebig dinner brigade repaired to thelocd watering
holere: 6X and MKP, Jmmy B, Harri T and | settled
at thetableto enjoy somebottled stuff. Mike sarted
worrying about getting Chairman’ sCheat finished (for
‘finished’, read: ‘advanced beyond 5 one-word
headings)).

Thursday morning saw the pre-weekend group
arrive (in JB’s case, backwards, with trailer
attached) at Steppingstones Bridge to admirethe
specially-constructed steel arches and wooden
formwork. Brickery proceeded as soon as Di had
mastered the generator and mixed up abarrow or
severd full of ‘muck’.

The task was to build the brick arch over the
formwork in three layers, working up from both
abutmentswhich themsa veshad been demo’ d down
to the solid work and patched up whererequired.

London WRG News
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Two main types of brick were present on site:
engineering and facing. Thelatter had groovesonthe
non-facing sde but dl the bricks were of asmilar
darkish-red colouring. Thethird and fourth brick types
present, of course, were original ones (usable) and
origind ones(pagtit).

Supporting tasksind uded Stihl-sawing half-bricksfor
stock and speciasto order — I had abash at thisand
worked away until thesaw deve oped the collywobbles
and had to betakento Rached’ sfavouritesaw hospital
—brick redaming and generdly moving thingsaround
until they madesense.

A nicedinner wascooked by Harri T thet eveningand
then | had oneof my Greet |deas(cuesighs) regarding
the pub a the A420 end of thevillage(I’ mabit of an
Arkéls fan, having spent too many hours in the
Highwaymana Windoneinthe1990sand dsohaving
livedin Stratton S.Margaret for precisdy sevenweeks)
s0 wefitted the Jamesattachment to SAD and drove
down. The pub closed before our very eyes. Grest
IdeaNo. 2involved oneof thetiny little cottage-gized
ArkélspubsinHighworth. Karaokenight. So off to
The Fox, as ever ardiable source of good Arkells
withfriendly hods.

Friday started with show-stopping rain. Thechoiceof
dternativeswasnarrowed downtogoingtosee The
Queen (thefilm, that is; it woul d have beentoo short-
noticefor an audiencewith themonarch) or takingin
STEAM, therailway museumin Swvindon. Thelaiter
won astherewouldn't havebeen acinemain Greater
Swindoniawith 10am showings.

So Rachadl negotiated discounted entry for usand a
draggleof WRGies(Rached, Di, Harri T, MKR Jmmy
B, MKP, Jeremy, Frank, Steve Bloody Johnson,
Robert Brotherston and me) dodged WW2-replica
childrento enjoy themuseum.
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Reports

| recommend it; it’ slessantiseptic than NRM York

and the chanceto walk benesth a Castle classloco
and then stand onitsfootplateto talk to two former
railwaymen who worked on such machinesin their
day wasworth the entry feeonitsown.

By the afternoon, therain had calmed down and the
site had turned to quagmire, astatein which it was
to remain for the rest of the dig, asrain showers
continued to pound down at regular intervals.
Brickery continued and | went to pick up the saw.

Friday evening waswhenthingsreally started to get
interesting. Through an ingenious double-booking
facility, Watchfield VillageHall had been bookedin
addition to South Marston, so the vanguard group
split between the two accommsfor the night. Kate
had arrived from Cardiff intimefor dinner. We ate
(and ate well — Di’ spudding vying with Harri T's
stew for fillingness) a South M and then most of us
moved to Watchersto meet the London WRGies,
awarethat Nic & Cam wereaready ensconcedin
the pub.

The weekend brought another task. Whilst the
bridgerswere augmented with thelikesof Nigel &
Chris, Quiet Richard and Nic, Dr.Ed, Kate and |
trogged off in Ed’ sLandieto do aspot of bonking.
Seveninterpretivesignsin all wereto be erected,
and dl of themin different locations. Thefirst set of
threea Groveinvolved alongwak withlotsof heavy
suff (haveyoutried waking further than afew yards
with apost-bonker?) and getting rained towithina
millimetre of our own skinsinthe process. | couldn’t
face humping the bonker al theway back down the
towpath but remembering that al derdlict lockscon-
tain at least one shoppingtrolley, | rescued onesuch
supermarket runaway, piled thetoolsintoit, and
pushed them all back to thering road.
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Further recipientsfor bonkery included onesiteon
the edge of Grove whereto quote our writtenin-
structions, “ access has been arranged [to afactory
premiseswhereaninternal road ran straight down
to the canal] —just ask the security man at the gate
and you will be alowed in”. It hadn’t, and we
weren't! Out camethe OSand the other way ‘ round
wasfound. We decided not torisk trespassngona
piece of land whichwould have brought usstraight
to where we wanted to be and instead parked the
Disco up carefully next to the public brideway and
dragged the tools and signage down viathe path.
Imagine our surprise when we returned to find a
note on the windscreen berating usfor parking on
privateland. Welaughed ‘il we stopped, | cantell
you.

After that thanklesstask, there were two morelo-
cationson the edge of villagesrequiring signsand
both of these were easy. Wereturned to siteto find
that tearthingsand lunch had just departed, inexpli-
cably, towardsthe accomm. Therefore, sodid we.
But there was a catch, in the form of atelephone
cal fromMKPwitha“canyoujust” job. Site had
run out of lime. Quick sandwich and abrew poured
into travel mugsand wewereoff again to Swindon
with no ideawhether any of the DI'Y shopswould
gtock lime. Oh, why must builders merchantsclose
early on Saturdays? | sthere abusiness opportunity
here? Well, not even Wickesstocked it. To befair,
Focus was looking good until the assistant came
back with a building line; he’d misheard me. We
purchased abattleof limecordid, thisbeingtheclos-
est to hydrolated limewe could get, and returned to
base camp justintimeto no longer befirst for the
showers. Cuetaesfrom those who had worked on
themain ste: much quick covering of thefresh brick-
work and sheltering under the nascent bridge*ole,
it s;ems.

My favourite Saturday-night-on-a-dig dinner (ie.
lasagne, pre-prepared by Harri T) followed all this
nicely. Noreal aleinthe pub did not follow dinner
nicely. | for onewill bring my own beer and stay at
thehdl when| vist Watchfiddin futureasit seems
the Bleak House hasa seriousrival inthe useless-
ness stakes. Still, we did have fun playing ‘ guess
what that’ sapicture of’ from the other end of the
pub from the artwork in question.
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Sunday started with breakfast, cooked by James,
who isentirely capable of doing thison hisown.
Wetrogged to site and investigated the mud. The
project wasfound lurking withinit, aswere sev-
eral piles of materials. Mike had cut stepsinto
the slope to stop people sliding into the new
brickwork and even these were starting to be-
come slopes by lunchtime. The weather wasrea
sonable but only by comparison with the previ-
ousday and to befair, puddling was much easier.
| had agood go before realising that Hurricane
Bob and Elanor were puddling their way to full-
on war, so | waved the white hankie and made
tea

Eventualy, everything wastidied up and our stuff
taken back to the accomm where Jimmy B & Co
repacked thetrailer and MK P attempted to dis-
tribute the usual several half-finished bottles of
milk to anyone who would take them.

Working
Party

Reports

| took Kate to Swindon station and we arrived
srangely early (perhaps| havefindly found theright
way in!) for her trainto Caerydd. Ontheway home,
| did not overtake James or MKP, so they must
have had smooth journeystoo!

Onelast (but not leest) thing: beforel | eft Wetchfield,
Di asked metoincludethe Wilts& Berks bigthanks
for al theprogressmade by London WRG et d, in
thisreport. | reciprocated thankswith specific re-
gardto cake.

See you at the Bonfire Bash, said Mk2 8-)

Brickwork in progress (Nigel Lee)

London WRG News
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London WRG
L AGM

Minutes

LWRG Haf AGM on 9" September 2006

FutureWeekends

- 30" September to 1% October. 1t wasdecided
thet thisweekendwouldbeontheWilt & Berks Martin
L udgatehasarranged that Mike Pmer will beleading
and theaccommodationwill beWetchfidd VillageHdl.

- 21 to 22™ October. TobetheWey & Arun
withNigd Leeleading. Theboet rideisdoubtful because
theremay not beenough water. Theaccommodetion
will be Kirdford Village Hal. Thereisaquery on
whether thevanwill beavailablebecauseacamp sarts
that weekend, Martin Ludgeteisto check a the WRG
Committee Meeting on 10" September 2006.

- 4" to 5" November. ThisistheBonfireBash,
booked through WRG. Itisat Grantham and Mitch
Goznaisorganisng. Thereisaquery repermissons
for work but thereisdternativework possibleif this
remansaproblem.

- 18"t0 19" November. Almost certainly onthe
Wey & Arunandif thisisthecaseto beled by Allan
Scott.

- 2" to 3 December. ChristmasParty digwith
KESCRG. Eddy Jonesisorganisng for KESCRG
Martin Ludgateisto co-ordinatethe van numbersand
to contact KESCRG rethetickets.

- 26" December to 1% January. This is the
Christmas Camp, booked through WRG. To bea
Granthamwith DaveHearnden and Paul Shaw toleed.

- 13" to 14" January. Potentially to be at
Cromfordwith plenty of scrub-bashing tokespwarm.
LizWilsontolead (and have her birthday, caketo be

upplied).
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- 27" January. ThisisMike Palmer and Jude
Moore's wedding, so no-one is digging this
weekend.

- 3to 4" February. ThisistobeaDigDeep
datewith David Miller leading.

- 24" to 25" February. The AGM isto be
held, probably at Lichfield with Elanor Napier
leading.

- 349 to 4" March. This is the Barndance
weekend.

- 17"to 18" March. The Birmingham Cana
Navigations cleanup is booked through WRG with
AileenButler organisng. Martin Ludgateisto co-
ordinatethevan numbers.

- 6" to 9" April. Thiswassuggested asadig,
to beled by Martin Ludgatewho will be celebrating
25yearsof digging. Siteisyet to bedecided.

- 5"to 7" May. Thisweekendisthe Candway
Cavalcade weekend. Dave Hearnden asked to
borrow the LWRG kit for thisevent and no-one at
the meeting had any objections.

- 12" to 13" May. This is the Training
Weekend, booked through WRG and lead by Ali
Bottomley.

- 19" to 20" May. Thisisto be aDig Deep
weekend organised by Richard Worthington.

Future Dates

It was decided that the dates of weekendsafter May
should beasfollows:

- 9" to 10 June.

- 7" to 8" July.

- 4" to 5" August.

- 8" to 9™ September, including half AGM.
- 29" to 30" September.

- 20" to 21 October.

- 3“to 4" November, Bonfire Bash.

- 17" to 18" November.

- 1% to 2™ December.
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Acqguistionstobedone

2x grimming hdmet—Ed Walker to get from Screwfix.

2 x 3tonneshacklesfor tirfor —Ed Walker to request
GeorgeEycotttobuy.

10m 3 tonneextension cable— Ed Walker to request
GeorgeEycotttobuy.

Stihl Saw Water Kit—Ed Walker to buy, thisisnot to
be considered part of the Stihl Saw whenthe Saw is
lent out.

Food Crates— It wassuggested that weacquiremore
robugt replacements MartinLudgatetoask KESCRG

for suggedtions

Stuff Sacks, 1 for platesand 4 for bowls—Mariato
buy.

Eating Knifes, 1 dozen—Ledey McFadyento buy.

Flamethrower —Rachadl Banyard to bereminded but
if thisisnot successful Mike PAmer to be asked.

Pasters and any other First Aid items — Ledey
McFadden to buy.

Earplugs—Ledey McFaddento buy.
3x2 levds—Tim Lewisto buy from Screwfix.

Sandwich Boards—these areready to have sgnsput
on. Martin Ludgateto crestelaminatesto put onthem
andtoliasewith DaveHearndenand TimLewis.

Ammo box to containtirfor kit hasbeen suggested.
Fundraisng

Generdly the fundraising is done at the Canaway
CavacadeandtheBarn Dance. It wasdecided that
thiswasaufficient anditisnot necessary tofundraisea
the Inland Waterways National Festival. Martin
Ludgateistoput theindructionsfor runningthe Tombola
onthe LWRG website. For the Candway Cavdcade
itwill be necessary for someonetofill intherdevant
form.
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London WRG
L AGM

Minutes

T-shirts

Tim Lewisto organisethis, taking over from Sally
Nuitt.

Recruitment

Decided that the current leve of recruitment should
be maintained.

Mailing List

There has been aquery about the automatic reply
functiononthemailinglist. Whendiscussedinthe
meeting it was decided that it would beleft asitis,
the assumption is that people will use the WRG
forumfor chat.

Signing on at digs

Thiswasdiscussed and it was decided that it would
be appropriateto discussthisonthe LWRG Mailing
List beforemaking adecison at the AGM.

Health and Safety

Re Risk Assessments — It was agreed that the
VolunteersHealth & Safety guide should be used
for general Risk Assessmentswith additional Risk
Assessmentsfor any particular risks.

Itisto be added to the L eaders guiddinesthat they
ask the local co-ordinator if thereis aHeath &
Safety assessment and whereitiskept. Alsothat
they ask if there are any unusual jobs planned for
theweekend.

Elanor Napier
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Dig

Deep
Update

Many of London WRG'sweekend digsare planned
aspart of something called Dig Desp—whichisaco-
ordinated gpproach to organizing vol unteer work be-
tween ourselves and four other mobile groups
(KESCRG NWPG WRG BITM and Essex WRG)
on certain nominated projects. Theideabeing thet if
between thefive groupswe can offer aproject (say)
eght weekendsand aweek’ scamp over the course of
ayear, that makesit much easier for thelocd cand
society to planthework, and thereforeto commit their
resourcestoitintermsof providing materiasand plant,
intheknowledgethat they will haveenoughvisiting
voluntesr labour tofinishthejob. Andthet, intumn, means
that we get towork on someinteresting construction
projects, andto seesomered progressover themonths
asdl thegroupsvigtinturn.

In recent years, we have supported projectsin this
way ontheWey & Arun, Wilts& Berks Mon& Brec
andLichfidd cands Wearecurrently planning our work
for 2007, 0 here sthelatest info on what we relikely
tobeuptoover thenext 12 months. Quitealot of lock
rebuilding work, by thelook of it...

After many yearsof projectsreceiving Dig Degp sup-
port ontheWey & Arun—Bignor Bridge, upgrading
of the Malham and Rowner section, Haybarn
Swingbridgeand most recently the L oxwood new lock
and Brewhurst Lock rebuild—theWey & ArunCand
Trugt findsitsdlf inapostion of not being ableto pro-
vide uswith aDig Deep project. Thisis no fault of
WACTs. It'sjust that the Loxwood project is ap-
proachingitsfind phase—reingatingtheB2133road
crossing—which will beajob for professiona con-
tractors, and require some serious fundraisng by
WACT tosupportit. So volunteer-based condruction
projectson the Wey & Arunwill betaking abit of a
back seet, assWACT’ sresourcesarecommitted else-
where.
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However wewon't be staying away from the Wey &
Arunentirdy. We vedill got onemoredigonthecurrent
project a Brewhurst togo (enextraonescheduledfor 18-
19Nov), wehopeto scheduleadigontheWey & Arun
working onwhetever jobsthey heppentohaveavailable
(provisondly on 7-8 July 2007), and wearehopeful of
further DigDespprojectsthereinthefuture

Meanwnhileour suppart of theWilts& BerksCand Trud's
project torestorethe Seven L ocksflight continues. Lock
3isfinished, work on Lock 4 iswdl under way, some
initid work hasbeen donea Lock 2 (theonewitharoed
aoossittomekethejobmoreinteresing!) andwewill be
back there on 3-4 Feb and 19-20 May 2007

Another stewherethe Dig Degp groupshavebeenattive
isTamworth Road LocksontheLichfidd Cand, where
thelock chambers of Locks 24-26 are being (or have
bea) rebouilt, d ong withthepoundwallsin betweanthem.
Unfortunetely thecontinuation of thiswork hasrecently
beenin doutat, duetoacombinationof personnd changes
onthe Cand Trugt and an unexpected need to commit
somesioussumsof money toensuring thet anew roed
under congructionmakesprovisonfor futurerestoration
of thecand —anditwasnat dear whether therewoul d il
beenoughinthebudget to keep volunteer work going.
Thegoodnewsisthat KESCRG report asucoessul wieek-
endwork party thererecently, andthet the Trustishopeful
of bangadletosuppart continuingwork a TamworthRoed
(bed cally they reckonthey canafford tokegp ussupplied
withbricksandmortar!) TheDig Degp groupsarethere-
foregoingtosuppart thiswith severd weskendwork par-
tiesover thenextyear (Wwhether or notweformally adoptit
asaDigDegp project), and London WRG hasonepen+
clledinfor February 24-25. Andit lookslikeoneof the
mainjabswill berebuildingtheoffadewal betweenlodks
25and 26—whichiscurrently pert of Somebody’ sgarden.

Findly theré stheMon& Brecin SouthWales Despite
thedday in permissonstowork ontheFourteen Locks
flignt, thecand sodiety hasfound enough other work to
kegp usbusy onlocksonthe Crumlin Arm betweenthe
manflightandthejuncionwiththeManLinenear New-
port. Anditlookslikethey’ Il continuetohaveenoughgood
work for usfor next year—soLondon WRGwill bevist-
ingon9-10 Juneand 8-9 September.

Martin Ludgate
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London WRG
Dates

For upto dateinformation check theLondon WRG
web pages.
www.london.wrg.org.uk

List

Working Parties: Trangport available Friday evening in the London WRG minibus, meet by the post
box outside Costa Coffee at Waterloo station; normally at 19:00 but may be
earlier or later depending on distance. Contact Tim, Martin or Ledey for details.

Dates L ocation Organiser
4-5/11/06 Bonfire Bash, Grantham Canal Centrally Booked
18-19/11/06 Wey & Arun Canal Allan Scott
2-3/12/06 KESCRG/LWRG XmasParty, Basingstoke -

13-14/01/07 Cromford Canal (TBC) LizWilson
3-4/02/07 Dig DeepontheWilts& BerksCanal, SevenLocks(TBC)  DavidMiller
24-25/02/07 Dig DegpontheLichfidd Canal (TBC, AGM Saturday night) Elanor Napier
17-18/03/07 BCN Cleanup AileenButler
6-9/04/07 Possible Easter Dig Martin Ludgate
19-20/05/07 Dig DeepontheWilts& BerksCana (TBC) Richard Worthington
9-10/06/07 Dlg Deep ontheMon & Brec Cand (TBC) TBA

Note: Digsmarked “Dig Deep” are on projectswherework is being co-ordinated under the Dig Deep
Initiative, aschemeinvolving ourselves and four other mobile groups (Essex WRG, NWPG KESCRG
and WRG BITM).
Social Gatherings: Tuesday night, normally 11 daysbeforeeach digi.e,
24" October, 7" November, 21% November, 2™ January, 23 January etc. at
the Star Tavern Belgrave Mews West, behind German Embassy on Chesham
Place, from about 19.30till 23.00.

Other Events:

24/02/07 LondonWRGAGM, LichfiddDig -

3/03/07 KESCRG/LWRG Barn Dance, Benson Ed Walker
5-7/05/07 Candway Cavalcade, Little Venice -
12-13/05/07 WRG Training Weekend Ali Bottomley

Whoto contact:

London WRG Co-ordinator: Tim Lewis, 5 Herongate Road, Wanstead, L ondon E12 5EJ
Phone: 020-85300425 E-mall: tim@timlewis.org.uk

Enquiries: Martin Ludgate or Ledey McFadyen, 35 Silvester Road, London SE22 9PB

Phone: 020-86933266 E-mail: martin.ludgate@wrg.org.uk
London WRG News Editor: Ed Walker, 39 Hamble Road, Didcot, Oxon. OX11 7QS
Phone: 01235-818438/07887-568029  E-mail: ed.waker@wrg.org.uk
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WRG
Bonfire

Bash

WRG Bonfire Bash Grantham November 4-5

It's nearly that time of year again: the summer is
sadly coming to an end and the nights are drawing
in - what a horrible thought!!

Well we have something for you to look forward
to: November is nearly upon us and that’s the
month of the Bonfire Bash!

Traditionally at the Bonfire bash we have bonfires!
However we also use the weekend as a bit of a
reunion for people who maybe haven't seen each
other for a few months or in some cases years!
It's a good place to catch up with your fellow
navvies from the camp you were at over the
summer, or to make new friends and work out
where you’'re all going to go next year!

To that end, this years Bash will be back at
Grantham where we went in 2004. We have two
new sites and a familiar one from two years ago.
Thework isvaried and involvesimproving the flow
of water in a feeder that runs from Knipton
Reservoir to the Grantham Canal. The 2007 IWA
Trailboat Festival will be held on the Grantham
Canal, and getting the feeder repaired should
improve the water levels in the Canal ready for
the visiting boats.

The feeder runs from the reservoir through the
Belvoir Estate. The first section is open and isin
need of a bit of clearance work, the sides of the
feeder have also collapsed and are in need of
repairing, and wewill be putting in a cattle watering
point. There will be some small excavator work to
be done, and some dredging of the feeder bottom
to clear debris from it. The feeder then disappears
underground for about a mile and a half before

reappearing.

The second site is a scrub bashing site at Muston
Gorse Wood, at the other end of the feeder near
where it joins the canal. This has a natural hedge
boundary on one side of the feeder but the other
side is overgrown with hawthorn and brambles; it
also needs debris removing from it and in places
some bank shoring up.
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The third site is the one familiar to those of you
who were at the Bonfire Bash two years ago when
Adrian and Gav were at the helm. We will be
working at Oddhouse Farm continuing the good
work that we started there, and which the Canal
Society has continued since then. We have about
half amile of canal to clear of treesfrom the canal
bed, but also lots of tirforing to take out the stumps.

Inall, quite avaried type and amount of work. All
you need to do is Volunteer for it!

The school we are staying in is St.Hughs in
Grantham. It has a large hall and sports hall for
sleeping in, also some quieter classroomsfor those
who don’t want to stay up al night trying to finish
the beer! It also has a brand new kitchen, and -
best of all - lots of showers!!

Did | mention the beer? Now |’'ve got your
interest!! There will be the usual barrels of beer
for the Friday and Saturday night - but in return |
have a very small favour to ask! | am looking for
some drivers of our WRG minibuses to go to and
from the sites, also some excavator drivers and
one person to help with booking people in and
collecting money on the Friday evening, all offers
gratefully received!!  Just get in touch with me
on the number below.

‘Vulcan Dave' Bradford and | look forward to
seeing as many of you there as possible, it will be
a good weekend with plenty of assorted work.

Just fill in the form oppositeand send it off
today!

See you soon

Mitch Gozna
07768525469

PS Full directions will be sent out to everyone

who books - and will appear on
www.wrg.org.uk
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Wate rway NATIONAL CO-ORDINATING BODY

FOR VOLUNTARY LABOUR ON THE

recovery INLAND WATERWAYS OF BRITAIN
group

WRG Reunion Bonfire Bash 2006

| would like to attend the 2006 WRG Bonfire Bash on the Grantham Canal on
November 4th-5th

Forename: Surname:

Address:

email;

Phone:

Any special dietary requirements?

| require accommodation on Friday night/ Saturday night/ both nights
| enclose payment of £ (please make cheques payable to ‘WRG’) for food
(costis £10 for the whole weekend, based on £2 for each meal.)

How will you be travelling to the Bonfire Bash?

Do you want to work with volunteers from one of this year's Canal Camps or from one
of the regional groups? If so, which camp or group?

Do you suffer from any illness, such as epilepsy or diabetes, about which you
should know, or are you receiving treatment or under medical supervision for any
condition YES/NO If yes, please attach details on a covering letter.

In the unlikely event that you should be injured, who should we contact?

Name: Phone:

Signed:

(parent’s signature also required if aged under 18):

Please send this form to:

Bonfire Bash Bookings, WRG, PO Box 114, Rickmansworth WD3 1ZY



Above: Sal and Richard construct shuttering on the Wey and Arun (Suzie Pounce)
Below: Rebuilding apound retaining wall (Lichfield Canal, Suzie Pounce)
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