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Notices

Not redly spacefor ared editorid sectionthistime, its
reached busy seasonagain!

Seeeveryoneat Cavalcade.
EdWalker

LWRGAwards2004

The LWRG awardsfor 2004 were presented at the
LWRG XmasParty. Thisyears(un)lucky recipients
were

L eader ship—Tunji, for thelaid back leadership of
theWilts& Berksdig.
Driving—Andy (Sd’s), for novel excavator parking.
New Recr uit —Chad.
Brick Laying—Bob, Derby wingwall —curvingin
twodirections
L ameExcuse—Sa & Andy, for moving houseand
appearingonthediganyway.
Catering—Moose, the Cavacade BBQ.
Blue Peter Skills — Richard Cool and Maitt,
cardboard Falkirk Whes!.
Destructive Behaviour — Moose, the “small and
controlledfire’ ontheBasingstoke.

EdWalker

New | nsur ance Paperwork

Due to changes in the WRG Outdoor Activities
Insurance(whichasocoversusonLondonWRGdigs)
wenow havetofill out aform detallingwhat work we
cariedoutoneachdig. Thisformisavailablefromthe
manWRGwebsted:

http: /Amww.wrg.org.uk/
Insurance_Return_Form single.doc

and should be completed by thedig organiser at the
end of theweekend and returned to WA head office,

EdWalker
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Cavalcade - Site Services Team

Anyonewho hasaready volunteeredtohelp at LV
and/ or needsaccommodation can they pleasesend
meane-mail. (Especidly withdatesof arriva etc.)

| amawaysonthelook out for morevoluntears, anyone
who would liketo volunteer and help Jenny Wilson
with the cooking would be particularly welcome. At
eventslikethisthe cook(s) aresoimportant and we
must dwayskespthemhappy, (inreturnwemight have
the odd cake made?)

M oose

moose@wrg.org.uk

Cavalcade(Again)

Asyou probably know itisalmost timefor Cavacade
again andtimeto dust of thosedecorating skillsand
paiter. For thosethat don't know Cavdcadeisacand
festival held at LittleVenicebehind Paddington station
thefirst weekendinMay (30April —2May). Itisour
mainfundraising event for theyear butisalsolotsof
fun. Wewill berunningtheusud Waterways Tombola
andtheever-dlassc Spat TheWrgie, plusenteringthe
decorated boatsparadeon Saturday. Thisyear’ stheme
isTrafalgar so get your thinking capsonto top last
years” Steaming A Heed’, or atleast put our inimitable
gamponit! (Therewill beanextrasocid tohepplan
this on Wednesday 27/4/05 in the Warwick Castle
pub, Warwick Place, W9 from about 7.30pm—Ed.)

| amthereforeasking for volunteersto help out with
decorating the boat on the Saturday and running the
two gdlsonthe Sunday and Monday, | rediseMoose
isalso onthehunt but therewill betimefor peopleto
beinvolvedin both.

Wearedso planningtogofor theusud curry over the
weekend, probably the Saturday night but we will
confirmthis. Youwill need to book aplacewith Ed
(see page 16 for contact details - Ed.) as they are
limited.

If you can drop me an email to
sallynutt@hotmail.com|etting meknow when you
canoffer your services| would begrateful asit gives
meanideacf whowill bearound.

Thanksand seeyouthere.
Sally Nutt
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Wey & Arun Canal, Haybarn Bridgesite, 15-
16" January 2005

Thefirst dig of 2005 wasoriginally meant to be
organised by Moose and Maria but a horse-
trading session at the end of 2004 meant we did
aswap and with asmall amount of trepidation |
took on the leadership of aWey and Arun dig.
So on the Friday night 16 navvies descended on
the sleepy village of Plaistow, set up campinthe
fivestar village hall (showersincluded!) and hit
the local pub where the landlady seemed very
surprised to have that much business appear!

The next morning arrived and while Jenny Wilson
put the finishing toucheson breakfast | wandered
round with coffee and tea— always the best way
to wake up the troops | find. Onto site and a
detailed briefing by Bill Nicholson showed us
what the main job for the weekend would be —
bricklaying. So while Sal, Nigel and Martin
discussed the best way of starting the curved
brickwork around the swing bridge end, afew

Working
Party

Reports

The afternoon continued much asthemorning had,
Sal had made herself at home under the bridge
doing acourse of half soldiersand the smallest
person on site— Dippy Claire—was dispatched
under theland end of the bridgeto clear the mud
off the pintle. Inthe end, lose of daylight forced
us off site at about 5pm but not after a large
amount of brickshad beenlaidand 3“small” fires
had dealt with all the scrub bashing. Back at the
hall and Jenny had cooked up a superb chicken
stew with chocolate pudding to follow — I must
have worked everyone hard as people could only
just summon the energy to head down the pub!

|ocals started work under the
bridgeitsalf and Sleepy Dave
and Aileen gtarted tofinish of f

another wall near the pivot.
Everyoneelseset towiththe
myriad of support tasks that
were needed — mortar
mixing, clay backfilling, level
checks and bridge painting
we even found some scrub
bashing to keep Moose and
Maria happy! By about
lunchtime work was well
under way and Martin
returned to the hall to work
on “Navvies’, Rick Ansell
taking his place with the
“curvesand flourishes’ brick
laying team.

Sal and Nigel doing the
fancy bits (Ed Walker)

London WRG News
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Sunday arrived with that ever-popular darm clock —
“Hurricane’ Bobhad arrived. Bresgkfast ensued anda
dightly weerier crew headed back tosite. Thebrickies
returned to their tasksand instantly started to cry for
mortar and everyone el se started abackfill concrete
pour whichinvolved much curang & avery obstinate
mixer which required astick to bestuck inthechoke
togtay running.

Peoplestarted to drift homeafter lunchaswe started
torunout of ancillary jobshbut thebrickiesdaved on—
SA wasfindly dlowed out fromunder thebridgehaving
finishedlayingthesoldiers Rick and Nigd had gottwo
coursesof thecurvedone, Aileenhadladamog dl of
her soldier courseand Bob, Segpy Daveand Graham
theloca had laid another couple of courseson the

Withlight failing we packed up and | eft site well
pleased with the work we had completed over
the weekend.

It just remainsfor meto thank the Wey and Arun
Canal Trust for their support over the weekend —
wedidn’'t haveto goto Ticknersonce, everything
we needed was on site! Thanks also to Jenny
Wilson for agreeing to cook for us—you' reastar
asever. Thanksto everyone el sewho came down
aswell —according to the matched funding sheet
| have just completed we put 250 hours work
into the project over this weekend and the
differencewemadetothesiteiseasily visible.

Ed Walker

Laying out the end of the swing bridge (TimLewis)

reianingwalls
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Uttoxeter Canal, 5-6"" February 2005

Friday night and | waslost in Stoke-on-Trent. | was
en-routeto Kingdey village, and probably sodesperate
toseeafamiliar red Trangt vanthat | missed my turn
and ended being very geographically embarrassed.
However, | didfindly arrivea Kingdey Youth Centre,
and after meeting upwithafew other early arrivals we
st off downthelocd pub. Funnily enough, | foundmy
way tothisonewithout ahitch.

Theweekend work wasbased entirely onaBW gite,
s0 Hedlth and Safety wasaseriousissue, aswasthe
wearing of correct protection kit. Therefore Saturday
morning, after breskfagt saw usdl trestedtothe WRG
safety video, plusabriefing from Johnand Julieof the
locd Cand Trust. Johnsbriefing, indudingamap, was
very detailed and trying to retain most of theinfowe
weregiven, wewered| desperatetosart...whichis
what we thought wewould do on arrival at thesite,
Wheat scuppered thiswasaguided tour of thesteand
even morepaperwork tosgnfrom BW contractor on
theste. Sooncewehad dl sgned our livesaway and
declared wewere competent and safe, we could get
towork.

Andi, Dig leader, did afabjob of delegatingjobsout,
and soonawaveof Hi-viz festooned thesiteand set
about dearancework, wall repairs, re-setting moorings
and any other tasksthat wecould lay our gloved hands
on. Theseady rainand thedight delay toour sart did
nothing to stop us catching up on lost time, and we
soon had Johnand Julieracing around trying to keep
up with the pace we were setting. End of play, we
returned to campto usetheddightfully warm showers,
and then we set about the LWRGAGM. Datesand
idessflew around theroom, andwhenthewhistleblew
for hdf timeweweretrested toasuperb eveningmed,
courtesy of Harry cisneand Andy’ skiller Garlic Breed.
Sobdliesfull of scran, beer and no haf timeoranges,
westuck into thesecond half of theAGM withmore
topics, induding purchasing of mixing bowlsand Ed's
custom Trangt conversions. After the meeting was
closed, werd uctantly frequented thepub againinour
questtofindaqudity de. | cant remember if wepassed
or falledthistask, but | canremember seeing about 20
Hi-vizvestsdl lit upinthedark onour returntothe
accommodation, whichwasquitebizarre, maybethe
beer wasfindly working.

London WRG News
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Sunday saw familiar wet weather and a
concentration of most people onthewall repairs.
Once again the pace we set kept John and Julieon
their toes, John doing runsto the cement shop to
keep buying morefor our consumption. Overdl we
didagterling job of completing thetasks, and despite
copiousamountsof mud and not o copiousamounts
of wheselbarrows, agood timewashad by all. Big
thankshaveto gotoAndi for greet leedership, Harry
who did thelion(ess)’ sshare of the cooking, John
and Julie for their liaison with BW and local
contractors, and for their excellent guidance
throughout thetwo days. Thisweekendredlly did
have something for everyoneincluding hot showers,
friendly locals(or random over friendly onesinmy
case), theuse of the contractor’ sfacilitiesand even
the chanceto have your photo taken with ababy.
Vaiety redly isthespiceof life.

Tay

Martin fitting mooring rings (Andy Roberts)
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[-SPY...
...ontheBirmingham Canals!
BCN Clean-Up 2005, 12-13"" M arch

Therearelotsof fascinating thingsto see, smell and
trawl for, ontheBirmingham Cand Navigations This
booklet will show you some of themore amazing
sights of the BCN. Score as many points as you
can, and don’t forget to send your completed book
to Big Chief 1-Spy (akathe Duke of Edinburgh)
andyouwill receiveeither the coveted Gold Award,
or amanky old tachograph disc, whichever comes
to handfirst.

AnAccommodation

You need one of thesein order to get completely
trolleyed (see: trolleys) on Friday and Saturday nights
and not haveto drivehome. Here' satypical one: a
19505/60s/70sschool in Tipton, inwhichyoungsters
are expected to grow into upright citizens, having
spent their youth in abrutalist concrete box being
reminded of courtesy, respect, and alwayswesaring
acondom. Thisaccommodationiswarm and has
grangeshowerswhich aresurprisngly satisfying.

How utterlyincomprehensiblewerethedirections
to your accommodation? Score 25pts

Base Camp

Thisiswhereyou meet upwithal your chumsand
sgnontothework site. Hereyouwill find aleader
(see: leaders) and an assortment of British
Waterways staff with cool Brummie and Black
Country accents. Theremight also be boatsbel ching
odd smoke, some big hoppersfull of scrap (see:
trolleys) and possibly, aWolf.
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How many unsuspecting localssigned on at your
base camp, and how many brought their own
kebs? Score 25pts

How many actually came back on Sunday? Score
750pts

Leaders

You need thesein order to know what you aredoing,
whenyou aredoingit, and whenyou arealowed to
go and have sometea. Hereare some examples:

Aileen: Thisisthesiteleader who getseverybody
totheright placeat theright timeand then getsthem
al tosignonto siteandto sign for borrowed BW
tools(see tools). Aileenisthelink betweenthe BW
folksand the volunteers, and warnsyou not to get
shot whenyou go out to site.

Score 50ptsfor spotting Aileen'smake-up on site

DrEd (mouse slayer) and M oose (Mr Moose to
you): These arethe zoneleaders, and their job is
look after aspecific part of the siteand ensurethat
you don’t actually get shot, or even injuredin a
normal kind of way, like having agrappling hook
(see: tools) swing sraight into your shinsduring your
firsthalf hour onste.

Which zoneleader wereyou working with? Score
50pts for DrEd and 250pts for Moose (or else
he'll rip your nuts off)

Toals

The main tool used on the BCN (other than BW
blokes and boats) is of course the ubiquitous
grappling hook. Thereason for thisubiquitousness
isthat whenever you turn around or try to hook
something withyour grappling hook, someonedse's
will somehow getintheway.

How many hooks and ropes did your group get
hopel essly entangled, and was any of the original
colour of the rope still visible by lunchtime on
Saturday?

Score 25pts per hopelessly entangled rope and
hook

London WRG News



Crap

Thisisthewholepoint of theexercise. You get more
pointsfor themore outlandi sh/filthy/heavy thing or
thingsthat you drag out of the canal. Don’t forget
that if you arein Moose' s zone, the quality of the
crap always seemsto be higher (therotter). Here
aresome of thethingsyou might just catch on your

grappling hook:

Car Parts: Particular tothe West Midlandsisthe
BCN approachto building akit-car. Y oufishvarious
partsof severd carsout of theoily water and attempt
(&) toidentify thecar of originand (b) build awhole
onebeforethebitsget chuckedintothe BW working
boat.

What sort of car originally contained the parts
you dredged up?

Score 75pts if Mk2 immediately identified the
exact make, model and year of the car, and
250pts if Mk2 wasn’t on your zone, but you
managed to at least work out that it was maybe
a Japanese 4x4.

Trolleys: Thesedevicesfulfil two main purposes:
(a) to convey shopping from a supermarket to a
parked car (see: car parts) and (b) to be chucked
intothecand in order to make navigation hazardous.
Trolleys, of course, breed ferocioudly in canal,
epecidly if thedphamaebread-cratetrolley isaso
present. One lock can contain as many as five
trolleys, but surprisingly, none ever seemto still
containthe£1 coin.

Which supermarket (not mentioning ASDA by
name) did your trolleys come from?

Score 25pts per ADA trolley, 50pts per any other
trolley, an extra 20pts per pound coin remaining.
Deduct 20pts per missing whesl.

Old Toadls: A popular thing tofish out isatool from
aprevious Clean-Up, or something which once
cleaned up ahit, can bere-used. Grappling hooks
will re-gppear, and Martinwill no doubt add another
bicycleto Fulbourne sinventory.

Dippy Claireand Helen suitably grubby (TimLewis)
London WRG News
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How useful was your tool?

Score 25pts for fishing out a grappling hook or
a keb. Score 50ptsfor still using the bicycle you
fished out last year.

Miscellaneoushitsof crap and nicked stuff: This
category will includebicycles, motorbikes, tyres(of
all sizes and types) and the usua selection of
roadworks and sunken vegetation.

How much black, slimy sludgy stuff seeped out
of your pieces of miscellaneous crap?

Score 20pts for just all over your site boots
and 100pts for so much it formed its own little
support network and starting having a black,
slimy, sludgy stuff coffee morning right there
on the towpath.
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Specialist and/or uniquebitsof dumped stuff:
This category will include anything that doesn’t
come out of the canal inlarge numbers.

What kinds of weird things did you drag out
besides the usual items?

Score 50pts for a TV set

Score 500pts for a Pentium 4 PC, which is
more up to date than the machine this report
IS being written on

Score 100pts for a cooker of any kind and
200pts for a fridge

Score 100ptsfor a keyboard weighing so much
it might be made of concrete

Score 100pts for a working pogo stick

Score 200pts for a ceramic toilet

Score 50pts for a bikini top or bra and score
500pts for finding the other half of the outfit
(this being Topless Tipton, of course). Score
an additional 500pts for knowing the cup size
Score 750ptsfor dragging up the entire bottom
of an old speedboat (“just look at what you
could have won™)

But be careful...

Deduct 50pts if you turned around to see a
local kid chucking whatever you just dragged
out back into the canal

Deduct 25pts if you went and thoroughly
washed your hands and then decided to take
your site jacket off

Deduct 25ptsif you wanted the minibus driver
to pick you up but waited under the bridge ‘ole
where he can't see you
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BigDinner

This is what happens when you return to the
accommodeation (see: accommodation), weary after
aday’ s hard grappling. A nice surpriseisthe big
dinner coinciding with someone’s 50th birthday
(congratulations, Ledey!) and there being not just
sausages, mash, onion gravy, swede, carrotsand
pessal served upby Judeand Ellie, but dsoachoice
of three partyesque puddings (rice pud, choccy
something and triflewith real strawberries!) and
candles, oneof whichisin Ledey’ sdollop of mash.

How long did you spend touring Wbl ver hampton
inthe minibuslooking for an open offie, toreturn
only for thelast line of ‘ Happy Birthday’ ?

Score50ptsfor each timeyour beer stash clinked
on the speed bumps

Score 200pts if you actually remembered to buy
some beer/wine BEFORE the event and bring it
with you

Evening Entertainment

Thisiswhat happens after the big dinner and is
generally doneon aDIY basis. Opportunitiesto
score abound.

Score 25pts for having seconds of at least one
of the puddings.

Score 75pts for having cheese and biscuits
sometime after lam.

Score 20pts for spotting Mike Palmer asleep
with his head on the table just after dinner.
Score 20pts for WhichChris looking up an
internet clubbing guide on his whizzy mobile
telephonejust to provethat thereisindeed a club
in Sheffield called Bed, only to find that it has
closed.

Score 100pts for Frank, acquiring a page of
the BWblokes Stihl Products Girlie Calendar
(featuring alightly-oiled and scantily-clad
female holding a Stihl chainsaw) and getting

as many people as possible to sign the back of
the poster to Tenko, who is recovering from
seriousillness. Score an extra 100ptsif you
looked at the picture and actually noticed the
chainsaw...

London WRG News



Eventudly, everyonefinaly tiresout and goesto bed
only to find that () they are going to dow-roast
overnight becausethe heeting system hasbeenleft on
and (b) thelighting circuitsareso convoluted thet itis
impossibletoturnthelightsonintheloowithout fully
illuminating a least oneof thedorms.

How did you find your way to the toilet? Score
50pts for avoiding wet feet.

Andfinaly...

Tocompleteyour booklet, youwill need to spot those
who madeit happen.

Score 1000pts for Aileen putting it all together
Score a zllion points for Jude and Ellie cooking
up a stormin a compact and bijou facility.

Score 750pts for BW blokes, Claire the BW PR
(who makes good tea), several senior BW visitors
and model BW vanswhich made nice (and collect-
able?) souvenirs.

Score500ptsfor a Vaughan-quality risk assessment
including the need to “ recognise rodents’ (score
an additional 50pts per rat and 250 ptsfor being a
mouse dayer).

Score 250ptsfor driversdoing ferry runs between
stesinincreasngly smdlly minibuses, Just Jenbring-
ing thecooker fromLichfield (and Alicefrom Shef-
field) and James (nemy-qualified minibus licence
holder) and DrEd (newly-qualified mouse dayer)
for other van and trailer shenanigans. Score an
additional 25pts per time that DIG-SAD’s tacho-
graphtried to eat your disc.

Score 100pts for Phoenix, Bittell, Wolf and crews
and scrap-hauling lorries operated by someone
called Brian.

“Seeyou next year ontheBCN”, saysM k2.

Andfromtheleader...

Many thanksto all those hardy folk who braved the
chilly weether togofishingontheWasal Cand of the
Birmingham Cand Navigetions. Grest werethehauls
and black werethe WRGies, but it wasavery pro-
ductiveweekend, and British Waterwaysand future
boatersof thelength of cand aregrateful. BW will let
usknow thefinal tota of tonnageretrieved fromthe
depthsafter collectingtherest of therubbishyou pulled
out thenext morning, assuming theloca shadn't tipped
it back in by then. So great wastheamount of rubbish
that not alot of distancewascovered. Another time?

London WRG News

Working
Party

Reports

BW officidsjoined useach day tohdpand seehow it
all worked (and it did). It was good to see SO many
locdsof dl agesjoinus, maybesomefuture WRGies
there, including perhapsPeter Smedley who cameto
collect hisparentsSunday lunchtime.

Specia thanksgoto thegresat catering team of Jude
and Ellie, with someass stancefrom Tess. Not only
wasthefood good but they a so madeagooey choco-
late cakefor Ledey’ shirthday. AlsotodriversMark
11, Seepy Dave and Daddy Cool, Martinfor paper-
work, runarounds Ed and JamesBuitler for collecting
and returning van, kit and cooker, Ed (again) and
Moosefor being able Zoneleadersand, of course, to
your good salvesfor dl your hard work.

Aileen Butler

PShavejust heard from BW that itwas 7 skips=27
tonnesof rubbish.

ﬂi‘iﬂﬁ’. s R £

One bridge hole’'sworth (Time Lewis)
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Lichfield Canal, 2" -39 April 2005

On arriving at the pub-in-the-middle-of-the-
roundabout (only Lichfield could have a pub
there!) it was obviousthat the weekend was going
to be*“compact”. Originally meant to beapurely
L ondon WRG weekend working on Tamworth
Road locks, Essex WRG had decided to join
forceswith us asthey were short of peoplefor
that weekend. As it turned out, Essex WRG
appears to consist of just Frank Wallder these
days, certainly hewasthe only Essex personwho
turned up! Nigel had volunteered to be the
emergency stand in dig leader as Andy “Kate’
Roberts had escaped to Scotland (something
about Munro bagging, snow and new toysto play
with) and it was only seven peoplewhojoinedin
the toast and beer session back inthe hall.

Frank had volunteered to act as cook for the
weekend, so early the next morning avery fine
breakfast was being enjoyed by all. Onto siteand
meeting Phil Sharpethelocal organiser thework
gets parcelled out. The first job was to pour a
concrete baseto the Tow path wall landing stage
at thetail of lock 24, Marcusand | took on this
role—well what else can you use achemist for
on site but making concrete? About half way
through this pour the correct set of keysto start
Bluearrived, only 2 tries needed. Sal, Nigel &
Rick continued with the concrete, whilst after half
an hour of bucket changing and preventative
maintenance saw Martin, Marcusand | starting
to excavate the towpath wall between locks 25
and 26, Blue did not seem as pleased by the
prospect of work — arthritis and what sounded
likethe after affects of a40-a-day habit werethe
least of the problems!

Sal painting the new Burco box (Ed Walker)
Page 10

After an excellent lunch courtesy of Frank (you can
comeaongagain!) wepressed onwiththework, brick
laying started at lock 24, more soil wasshifted - ajob
at which | had to retire from mid-afternoon as my
ancient dumper could only tip over edgesand | was
running out. The other major task of the day wasto
dart painting thenew Burco box, cunningly designed
and built by Marcus. Sal & Nigel disappeared off
shopping for paint and then Sal proceeded to spend
therest of the day undercoating and top coating the
box and any other toolsthat didn’t escgpefast enough.
Thelagt volunteersfor theweekend joined usjud after
lunch, Bob and Sleepy Daverolled up.

Back at theaccommodation and painting continued
over beer while Frank cooked up awonderful chicken
casserole—the food was so good that we only just
made it down the pub and Martin was seen almost
falingadegpinhisbesr.

Back to siteagain the next day and work seemed to
pick up, morebricklaying, moretowpathwall dearance,
another concrete pour onthewingwallsandthefina
coat of paint onthe Burco box kept everyone out of
mischief until itwastimetohead home.

Many thanks to Nigel for stepping in to lead the
weekend at thelast minuteand to Phil and therest of
theLichfiddtrust for having us—despitethedow sart
we seemed to get a lot done over the weekend,
everyoneseemed tired enough on Sunday evening!

EdWake

London WRG News



Wilts& BerksCanal, 23-24" April 2005
AccommodationisFoxham Reading Rooms

The siteis seven Locks on the Wilts and Berks,
somewhere | don’t remember working before' so
forgivemeif thedetailsare alittle hazy. Work is
machines, brickwork, concreting and asideissue
of playingwithgrit and Terram and cleaning bricks’.

Job listodigout thetail of Lock 3withaview to
replacing the foundations of same and dispose of
someof theclay asbackfill toachamber wall. This
will need amachine operator, adumper driver and
abanksman.

Job 2 isbrickwork at the head of Lock 4, working
onthewingwallsand paddie culverts. Theplanis
to add bulk concrete behind thison sunday. This
will need brickiesand peoplein support - including
cleaning brickssowe can keep the brickiessupplied.

Theremay a so be, and | don’t know exactly how
thisfitsin, work putting in adrain behind the bulk
concrete(or itsfuturelocation) involving Terramand
orit.

Moredetail when| get it.
Rick Ansell
rick@nb-invincible.org.uk

1. I may have been there, but | probably wasn't
paying attention, never expecting to do any of this
organisng Stuff.

2. Sorry.

Wilts & Berks Canal, West Vale Branch,
19-20"" November 2005

A ccommodation has been confirmed asWatchfidd
VillageHall.

Work will probably be on either Steppingstone
Bridge or thetowpath to Station Road or the steps
required to get from towpath to footpath at Station
road. Or anything el se that they come up within
betweentimes.

Nigel Lee

London WRG News

WRG TrainingWeekend, 7-8" M ay 2005

Asmany of thisyear’ sprojectsrequireskillsof anon-
plant veriety, wehavedecidedtooffer adightly different
programmeof traning a thisyear’ sTraining\Weskend.

The proposed courses are as follows: First Aid,
bricklaying, heritage pointing, levels & surveying,
banksman (signalling), electrickery, shuttering &
reinforcement, and loading & securing plant. Asthey
will bethereanyway; itisadsopossbleto offer training
onvansandtralers aswell asthebeavertall for those
who wouldfind thisuseful. Hopefully adumper and
our excavator ‘ Blue will beavailablefor trainingon
oneof thedayswhenthey arenot being commeandeered
by Bunglefor |ashing downtothebeavertal!

Thelistisal well and good, but if thereare skillsthat
have been missed that your group or society would
findinvauablethisyear, pleaselet usknow sowecan
try to arrange coursesfor you. Theother point isthat
al of thetraininginvariably costsmoney, soif no-one
bookson or showsany interest inthe courses, thereis
littlepointinusbooking aningructor. Sodon't leaveit
until thelast minuteto find that your course hasbeen
cancelled duetoinsufficient numbers—phone/email
now!

Although theaccommodation isbooked for Hatton
Scout Hut, the Site has not yet been confirmed but
obvioudy it will benearby, possibly on our doorstep!
Y ouarewelcometodropinfor oneof thedaysor to
gtay for thewholeweekend. Accommodationwill be
availablefrom Friday night.

Bookingsand enquiriestomeon Td: 07719643870
or 0191 422 5469 and email: training@wrg.org.uk.

Ali Bottomley
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Jameson...

MinibusTests

Asmany of you know | have just passed my PCV
(minibus) driving test and beingthefirs inWRGtodo
this| havebeen asked to do areport.

When first sarted out onthismisson| didn'tredise
quiet how much needed to bedone.

1.  Youneedtogotothedoctorsto haveamedicd
done.

Approx £40
2. Younedtogpply toDVLA foryour provisond
licensetobeadded. Atip hereisget bothD1and C1
or if your over 21 get C not C1 addedtoyour license
asitisthesameamount of money and enablesyouto
provisondly driveminibusesand LGV (upto 7.5ton)
vehides

Approx £30
3. Youneedtostudy thetheory driving test book
for busses.

Approx £15
4.  Nowyouhavelookedlongandhardat thebook
you need to take the theory test. Although most
minibusesdon’'t haveair brakes, spray guardsetcitis
the sametheory test for minibusesand doubledecker
busses. The hazard perception test isharder asyou
need to react faster on the computer to hazardsthan
youwouldfor acar theory test. Thispart | foundvery
dressful.

Approx £30
5. Nowyouhavepasseddl of theaboveyou can
now gofor adriving assessment to ssehow many day's
training you will need. For an average person4 days
traningisthenormforaminibus

Approx£10
6.  Thisiswhereyoufindly get your handsonthe
whed and gart training. How you driveaWRG van
compared to how todriveaminibusforaDVLA test
istotaly different. Firstly thegood old BSM shuffle
steer comeshback. No driving onehanded now! The
main thing to remember isto keep looking in your

mirrors.
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Thetrick | wastaught isto count to five in your
head then do a mirror check and make sure you
moveyour head not just your eyes. When it comes
to thetest the examiner needsto seeyour head turn.
Alsowhen you stop always put the handbrake on
and putitin 1% gear and whilst waiting to move of f
keep looking inyour mirrorsand both blind spots.
You should always check blind spotsand mirrors
whenyou are about to take of f thehand brake. You
areexpected to use buslaneswhere possible. The
only buslanesyou CAN NOT usearesign posted
withtheword“local” onthem. It feelsvery wrong
drivingin buslanes. After having thelessonsyou
should hopefully beready for thetest.

1 Daysdriving costsappr ox £150 inc vat

7.  Theday of thetest comes. So what do you
need to proveto theexaminer you cando? Thefirst
thing to be done is the examiner will ask five
questions. For example, “what safety equipment do
you haveon board?’ Obvioudy you will show him
thefirst aid kit and fireextinguisher. Another maybe
whereisthe emergency fuel shut off?Inmy caseit
wasturnthekey back asfar asit will go. Y oucould
get how will you make surethe doorsare shut and
show me. | said, “1 will go round and open then
closethemal and pull thehandleand seeif the door
moves'.

Nextisthereversing exercise. Youwill beaskedto
driveforward in adead straight line and stop with
thefront of the buslevel with 2 cones. If youturn
thewhed hereyouwill fail. Younow needtoreverse
around aconewhich you have previoudy passed
onyour nearsideit now needsto passyou on your
off side. Y ou need to apply full lock to theleft the
second you start to move. The conebehind youis
one and ahalf timesthelength of thebusfromthe
conesyou stopped at and again oneand ahalf times
thewidth of thebusfromayelow lineonyour right
hand side. Do not crosstheyellow linewith your
wheslsat any point. You can stick your head out the
window to check if you like. After passingthecone
without touchingit youthenreverseroundinan S
shape and reverse into abox marked with cones
whichwill bethe samelength of thebusand 1 and
half timesthewidth. Theback of the busmust stop
within adefined yellow box marked onthefloor.
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A goodtrick hereiswhen practisnglook for something
onthebusthat lookslikeitisover theline. Inmy case
when | |ooked at the bumper inmy mirrorsit |looked
likeitwasjust passed thebox. Itischesting but legd .
Youaredlowedtwo* shunts’ (goingforwardsinother
words) but youwill get 1 minor for each attempt and
onthethird shunt that isafail. For thisexerciseyou
don’t need asest belt on and you can crossyour hands.
If you can keep control of the busyou can drive on
your head if you likewhilst hand cuffed. Thereareno
restrictionsexcept to get between the conesand not
hit them and bein control of the bus. After thisthe
examiner will hopintothebusand ask youtodriveup
to 20mphand asthefront of the buspassestwo cones
tostop asfast aspossibleand within 1 vehiclelength
and donot lock thewhed sup. It didn’t helpthat there
wasaload of sdtthrowndownwherel didit.

Youwill thenleavetheDV LA yardand gofor adrive
lasting about 40 minutes. Youwill beaskedto stop at
2-3busstopsand pretending that passengerswill get
onor off i.e thedoor should benear thebusstop sign.
Alsoyouwill needto pull away fromthekerbtwice,
anuphill gart, down hill gart. For adown hill gartyou
need to put it into 2™ gear foot on brake hand brake
off and then move away when safeand not forgetting
those mirrors and blind spots. Thereisaso agear
changing exercise. Todothat youwill beaskedtogo
through the gearsto 3 or 4" gear and then on the
examinerssay sosart goingdownthroughthegears1
aatimeanddrivingalittledisanceineech gear. When
you get to 1% gear you need to crawl aong and not
stop.

Theexaminer will then say “ now pleasedriveonusing
your gearsasnormal” Obvioudy amirror check will

Jameson...

MinibusTests

8.  Thenif you pass, it istime to send dl the
documentstoDVLA.

Free
9. Ifyouareover 21youcangoanddothebiggest
busgoingwithout doing theminibustest firgt, but that
involvesmoredaysworth of lessonsand theexaminer
will belookingevendaoser for any dipups Alsoancther
point to remember isif you have passed thetowing
testinavanyou CAN NOT tow trailersheavier than
750kg behindaminibusand viceversaif youtook the
towingtestinaminibus.

10. Sotosumup. Itdoestakealongtimetodo. It
took methreeyears Itisexpengve. It cost meagpprox
£550 as| only needed three daystraining and | got
away with paying for two days. | got oneday freeasl
usedtoddliver totheowner of thetraining school. A
perk of being apostie!

11.  Ifyouaretakingthetralertesthenitisthesame
test except you won't stop at bus stops or use bus
lanesand also you don’t need to take atheory test.

Allislefttosay isgoodluck andif youwould likeany
moreadvisel will behappy to hep.

need to bedoneand ablind spot check,
changeinto 1% gear and then pull away
fromthekerbanddriveon. Itisal manly
common sense to get you through -
mekesureyour footisright off thedutch »
withfoot flat onthefloor sohecan’tdo
youfor riddingthedutch. Makesuredl
thedoorsareunlockedwhenperforming
thetest asitisillegal for adoor to be
lockedwhiletheminibusisinuse.

Cogt of thetest £70

JamesButler
»
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London WRG
AGM

Minutes

Minutesfor theL ondon WRG AGM on 2005

Present:

Alice, Andi, Andy Roberts, Bab, DaveM, Ed, EdW,
Harriet, Helen, Heather, Marcus, Martin, Nigel,
RichardW, Rick A, Sd, Tay, Tim, Tunji.

Apologies: Aileen, Allan, Andy Richardson, Gilly,
Ledey, Moose, Maria

Char: Tim,minutes Andi
Wecomeand I ntroductionsby Tim

Notetheideatotrid usngaDigastheopportunity to
host theAGM rather thanthetraditiona LWRGdrink,
inorder toenablemorepeoplethet godigging regularly
but areunabletotrave toLondon mid-week toattend.
Alsototrail havinga¥2AGM midyear —nexttotake
placeondig at Wey and Arun 10" and 11™ Sept.

Agenda

Review of Projectsand FutureWork

Kescrgand LWRG not at thelast Dig Desp mesting,
which co-ordinateswork commitmentson anumber
of cands by afew restoration groups, KESCRG
NWPG BITM, Essex and LWRG but awvarethat at
present thereare4 Dig Deep projects.

1. Lichfidd- Tamworth Road Locks

2. Wey andArun- nearly finished at theswing bridge
—3weeksof campsplusweekendsat Brewhurst 1ock,
which dready isrestored and hasatrip boat — but the
loch needsto berebuilt toalow it to drop below the
road bridge. Change of plan—asit’' seaser todrop
thecand leve thanraisetheroad.
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3. 14LocksontheMon and Brec (KESCRG know
lotsabout the plansfor this)

4. Basingstoke—possibledipway

Withtheabove projectstaking up at least 1 weekend
per year each, and with the Cleanup and Bonfire
Bashincluded thismeansthat —(looking at digsat a
rate of every 3 weekend —ish) wetherefore have
approx imately 6 TBA's.

Future Dig Dates

(SeePage 12 for 2005 dateslist - Ed.)

2006

14/15" Jan TBA

4/5" Feb TBA
25/26" Feb TBA
18/19" March Cleanup
8/9" April TBA
29/30/1% May Cavacade

Non-Dig Deep weekend suggestions:

H& G

Droitwich

Cromford

Derby

Grand Western

Dauntsey 7 locks

Wiltsand Berks, West Vale branch

Discussion re the above and suggestions for all
LWRGtokeeptheir eyesand earsopenrepossible
project that may be suitablefor thegroup and report
back.

Member Review

N/A at the moment

Sandwich board — for publicity at Digs- to be
chased up.
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Kit Review

Money approx £450 to be spent on new brick
saw — after theft

toaster elements - £45 — Sal

Wooden spoon and spatulas— Sal

Extrabrick kit, Pointing trowels- Martin
Harriet T requestsamixing bowl

Sally requesting box to put paintsin

Kit cleaning/ painting at Mooseand Maria' SEs-
sex/ Herts Border (N of London)

Minibus

Issue - of use for transporting people and
equipment. All agreethat thisisnot ideal. Some
discussion that thismay put off memberstraveling
inthe minibus. MOT mid May. Trailer theideal
solution?Not an option with GCW. NJF not fitted
with tachograph all vehicles need tachograph to
tow.

Discussion of taking seats out for use of storage
and use of straps to strap down kit to make it
more secure and safer. Ed to look into this.

| ssue— of less peoplein London ableto drive
the minibus- especially dueto the changesinthe
driverslicenseand older LWRG membersmoving
out of London. Means more pressure on minibus
driversthat we do have! Will also beanissueif
we opt for use of trailer as drivers will need
training.

| ssue—of more peopletraveling to digsviacar
(again due to less members living in London)
minibus bringskit but is becoming expensive—
may need to consider subsidizing the cost of the
van by £7 or £8 per dig.

Fundraising

M oose organising Caval cade site services, Sal
organising LWRG side—gplat thewrgie, tombola.
Matched funding may be available viaVVodafone
— Contact Bungleto enquire. Fulbourneto go
... the theme is Trafalgar hope to win the
decorated boat contest- to sort out at the extra
social the Wed beforehand on 27 April .

Sat 30" April —Curry house social

London WRG News
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AGM

Minutes

AOB

Training

Discussion regarding future LWRG work, some
interestingaining different skillsi.e. Hedgelaying,
shuttering / concrete pours and site layout,
scaffolding. Suggestions to ask for this to be
included infuture WRG training weekends

Andi Kewley

WEl| it's not just me who has trouble getting
articles! (Brian Dominic, Cromford Canal)
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L ondon WRG
D at eS For up to dateinformation check theL ondon WRG
web pages.

www.london.wrg.org.uk

List

Working Parties. Trangport available Friday eveningintheLondon WRG minibus, meet by thepost
box outside Costa Coffee at Waterloo station; normally at 19:00 but may be
earlier or later depending on distance. Contact Tim, Martinor Lesey for details.

Dates L ocation Organiser
23-24/4/05 Wilts& BerksCanal Rick Ansdll
14-15/5/05 Dig Deep, Basingstoke Canal Ed Waker
4-5/6/05 Grand Western (TBC) SAly Nutt
25-26/6/05 DigDeep, Mon & Brec TimLewis
19-17/7/05 Derby Canal (TBC) Andi Kewley
6-7/8/05 Sleaford Cand (TBC) Martin Ludgate
10-11/9/05 DigDeep, Wey & Arun DaveMiller
1-2/10/05 Grantham Canal (TBC) TBA
22-23/10/05 Dig Deep, Lichfied TBA

5-6/11/05 WRG BonfireBash Centrally Booked
19-20/11/05 Wilts& Berks, West Vale Nigd Lee
3-4/12/05 KESCRG/LWRG XmasParty -

Note: Digsmarked “Dig Deep” are on projectswherework isbeing co-ordinated under the Dig Deep
Initiative, aschemeinvolving oursalves and four other mobile groups (Essex WRG, NWPG KESCRG
and WRGBITM).
Social Gatherings: Tuesday night, normally 11 daysbeforeeachdigi.e,
12 April, 39 May, 24" May, 14" June etc. at the Star Tavern (upstairsroom)
Belgrave MewsWest, behind German Embassy on Chesham Place, from about

19.30till 23.00.
Other Events:
27/4/05 ExtraSocia, Warwick Castle pub, Little Venice, 7.30pm
30/4-2/5/05 Canalway Cavadcade, Little Venice (Curry trip Saturday night) Ed Walker
6-7/5/05 WRG TrainingWeekend Centrally Booked
18-19/6/05 Tool painting weekend (TBC) Moose
2/8/05 ExtraSocial, Great British Beer Festival, Olympia, 7.30pm  EdWalker
27-29/8/05 Nationa WaterwaysFestival

Whoto contact:

London WRG Co-ordinator: Tim Lewis, 5 Herongate Road, Wanstead, London E12 5EJ
Phone: 020-85300425 E-mail: im@timlewisorg.uk

Enquiries: Martin Ludgate or Ledey McFadyen, 35 Silvester Road, L ondon SE22 9PB

Phone: 020-86933266 E-mail: martin.ludgate@wrg.org.uk
London WRG News Editor: Ed Walker, 39 Hamble Road, Didcot, Oxon. OX11 7QS
Phone: 01235-818438/07887-568029 E-mail: ed.waker@wrg.org.uk
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