Bob and Taz cleaning up the brickwork (Derby Canal, Ed Walker)
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From
The

Editor

London WRG seemto havespent thelast few months
frantically moving house, Sd and Andy havemovedto
Shepherd’ s Bush (see page 10 for the new address
for T-shirts) Gilly hasmovedto Readingand | have
findly given up being astudent and found paid em-
ployment in Didcot (new addresson page 11). The
upsetscaused by themovesarethemain reassonwhy
thisissueislater than | had planned but it did givethe
chancetoincludethelatest detailson Cava cadeand
theNew'Y ear Camp (morebdow). Detallsof theother
mgor eventsat the beginning of next year aredsoin
thisissueindudingabookingformfor theBCN deanup.

EdWalker
New Year Camp

Therehavebeen afew changesintheplansfor this
yearsnew year camp —firstly, dueto alack of suit-
ablework the site hasbeen changed to the Cromford
cand (subject to permissionscoming through). The
work will involvethedash and burn of agood half-
amile sworth of prime scrub and theaccommoda:
tionwill probably beinthe samehall we used for
the recent London WRG dig. The leader for the
week isMoosewith James Butler ashisassistant
and Mariaas Cook. If anyoneisinterestedingoing
(and | am assured that everyoneiswelcome) then
please book on elther via head officeasusual or by
contacting Moose directly, please usethe mobile
number if trying to contact him after 23 Decem-
ber:

e-mail: moose@wrg.org.uk
mobile: 07961922153

London WRG website:

www.london.wrg.org.uk
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Canalway Cavalcade

Thethemefor next years Canalway Cavalcade has
been announced anditis” Trafalgar” —so get your
thinking camps on, as we need to win the deco-
rated boat trophy back! All the usual bank holiday
funand gameswill be occurring, the London WRG
stallswill need volunteers, theannua LWRG curry
trip will happen on the Saturday night and the beer
tent will need propping up. Dueto anumber of rea-
sons KESCRG are no longer going to supply the
site crew for this year’s event and Moose has
stepped into the breach (again!) to run the work
campfor theevent. Soif alarge blokethreatensto
break your arms don’'t say you haven’'t been
warned! Moreserioudy | know moosewill belook-
ingfor alot of helpwith that weekend soif you have
asparemoment I’'msureall helpwill begratefully
received. Further details of the arrangementsfor
Cavacadewill beinthenextissue.

CareOf Your Moose

Still on the subject of Moose awebsite has been
brought to the editor’ sattention that answersmany
of the questionswe have been asking for many years
like: “Isit okay to feed Moose?” “No. Itisillegal
and very dangerous.” and “Arekids safe around
Moose?’

http://mmww.wildlife.alaska.gov/aawildlife/
agmoose.cfm

Thanksto Richard Cool for spotting thisone, he'll
betheonefollowingthe*What if aMoosecharges?’
adviceat thenext dig.

Websites

Some useful websitesfor London WRGIes:

http: //mww.timlewis.org.uk/\WWrgpagel.htm
Tim'sphotosite

http: //mww.wr gfor estry.or g.uk/
Thenew WRG Forestry site

http: //mww.cromfordcanal .org.uk/
Friendsof the Cromford Canal site
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Derby Canal, 31% July — 1% August 2004

| shall start withthe* Thank Yous', to Harri T for
all the cooking, shopping and clearing up, to
Marcusfor helping out with the ‘technical’ stuff
and local liaison, to Stellaand Graham for |ook-
ing after us so well over theweekend. Hot ba-
con butties and burgers on site—what away to
treat your visiting work parties. It wasso niceto
havethem join uson Saturday evening, too. Also
to al who cameto thedig.

Thedig was shedul ed for the Wey and Arumwhen
| agreed to organise, but as so often happens, it
got changed to the Derby Canal, Borrowash
Bottom Lock to be precise. LWRG hadn’t
worked on this Canal for many, many years, and
then not inthislocation. The canal runsaround
the back of Borrowash between the houses and
therailway. The Top lock hasbeen buried under
agrassy knoll, but the Bottom lock isopento the
vagaries of the weather and thelocal ‘ oaks' so
our work for the weekend wasto tidy up the site,
lay some bricksfor the wing wall and point up
some of the chamber walls, with thelonger term
plan that thewing walls, in particular would be
completed for thewinter, whilst effortswere put
into other parts of the canal.

Wehad agood turn out of LWRGiesfrom around
the country, (Northeast, Wales, South West, Es-
sex aswell asLondon). Jon celebrated the sale
of hisboat and theimminent arrival of hischild by
providing sausages (!) for theweekend. Added
to those already bought, we had sausages for
breakfast, cold in sandwichesfor lunch, sausage
casserolefor dinner, sausagesfor breakfast and
sausage sandwichesfor Sunday lunch. I’m not
sure who took the rest home!!

Whilethe scaffolders played M eccano with the
scaffolding polesand planks, therest of usstarted
the chamber clearance and cutting back the* jun-
gle around the access dlopeto the chamber. This
gave us accessto the wing walls and we stared
on the necessary clearing up of the loose brick-
work prior to therebuild. It wasinteresting re-
building awall that not only curved away, but
curved back aswell.
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Working
Party

Reports

Some of usworked on smaller holesin the brick-
work while otherspointed up. The chamber was
cleared on rubbish, with care taken over rescu-
ing thelocal fauna, depositing it in asafer place.

We stayed at Shardlow VillageHall, withalarge
car park and sportsfield alongside. It wasalso
conveniently situated closeto at least three pubs,
within easy walking distance, some alongside the
canal.

Asl said before, thiswasthefirst time LWRG
had worked on the Derby Canal for somewhile,
but I hopeit won't be aslong beforewe are back.

Allan Scott
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London WRG and WRG North West on the
Hereford & Gloucester, 2-3'9 October 2004.

Thisweekend was notablefor anumber of unusual
features. Unfortunately, however, aprompt arrival
of the minibus at Waterloo was not one of these
features. (thedriver blamedit onalargetrafficjam
called West London) Thisdelayed our departureto
the point whereit appeared highly unlikely that we
would reach Herefordshirebeforepub closingtime.
However thisdidn’t matter, because one of theunu-
sua featuresof theweekend wasthat wewere stay-
inginavillagehall with no pubwithinwakingdis-
tance, sotherewasn’t apub for usto not arrivein
timeto not misslast ordersat...

Another unusual feature wasthe reappearance af-
ter along absence of Rick A (who has been off
sck) and Matt (whowas paying aflyingvisit from
Ausdtralia). But back to thebusjourney...

Onleaving theA40 at Over (where?) we choseto
takeascenic routeacross Gloucestershireand Her-
efordshire (Oh, al right, wetook awrong turning)
but eventualy arrived at Y arkhill villagehd at about
11.30pm. Incidentaly, wecouldn’t help noticing on
our wanderingsthrough the countryside that every
singlevillage we passed through (and therewere
plenty of them) boasted not one but AT LEAST
THREE inviting-looking hostelrieswithred dea
plenty, traditional openfiresall ablaze, sounds of
convividlity issuing forthfromwithin etc etc. OK |
exaggeratealittle, but it did seemrather likethat as
wethundered a ong the country lanes, hell-bent on
reaching theonly pub-freevillageinthecounty. Are
wereally to believethat not asingle one of these
other villageshasavillage hall that we could have
used instead?
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Another unusua featureof thisdigwasthat it wasto
beajoint weekend with WRG North West. Unfor-
tunately nobody seemsto havetold WRG North
West so they didn’t turn up. No, that’ sunfair - de-
spitemost of NW finding that they couldn’t makeit
that weekend for variousreasons (we havethat ef-
fect on people) Bob and Liz Dewey were at the
accommodation by thetimewearrived and stayed
for thewholeweekend, while John Hawkins (prob-
ably themost south-easterly personin WRG North
West, and living proof that thenorth redly doesstart
at Watford) joined usfor Saturday.

Over acoupleof cansof beer / dicesof toast / cups
of teaetc, Marcus (dig organiser) explained theplans
for theweekend. It appeared that yet another unu-
sud featureof thisparticular digwasto bethat most
of uswouldn’t be working on acanal at al. We
would be using various machinery to build a
cycleway somewherenot far away fromwherethe
towpath might have been when it wasby the cand,
when therewasacanal for it to bebeside. | think.
Meanwhileanother tesmwereto beworkingwithin
walking distance of the accommodeation, fixing a
damaged culvert under the candl.

The cycleway team arrived at the worksite at
Aylesford on Saturday morning and set towork lev-
elingthepath, laying alayer of road planingsonit,
flattening it and trying not to knock too many high
voltage power linesdownwiththeir excavators. We
didn’t actually knock any down at all, but onewho
will remain namel essmanaged to dig up asign that
said ‘danger buried cables’ and something that
looked suspiciously likeaburied cable (although
‘buried’ was something of an exaggeration - it was
all of 3" underground), which put an end to work
until acable detector could befound. Meanwhile
(sol amtold) theculvert team discovered that ‘ walk-
ing distance’ to their work-sitewasalittlefurther
thanthey’ d realised. (Infact by that measure, per-
hapsthereisapub within‘walking distance’ after
al.) They asodiscovered that thework involvedin
fixing the culvert wasalittle more extensive than
expected, but at |east they spent the day finding out
exactly how much morework it would bethanwe' d
expected, so the group that gets to do the work
know what they’ reinfor.

London WRG News



We didn’t go to the pub on Saturday night ei-
ther (I told you it was an unusual dig) but in-
stead stayed in the accommodation where we
were fed a sumptuous repast of bangers and
mash and someinteresting vegetabl es (Thanks
to Liz, helped by Marcus), washed down with
some rather unusual pear wine (thanksto the
caretaker). Staying with the ‘unusual dig’
theme, our evening was enlivened by Dippy
Claire asking what the Falkirk Wheel wasand
being shown by Richard Cool and Matt, who
used cardboard, two beer cans and a pencil
to make a working model. We celebrated
Marcus's 25" birthday with a ‘boob cake’
supplied by local H& G chap Martin. (quote
from Richard: “You don’t need that knife,
there’ susually aclip round the back that you
can undo...”) and the presentation of a‘Dan-
ger: noxiousgases T-shirt from Nigel. And the
most unusual feature of the evening was that
Tim Lewisdidn't arrivejust intimefor dinner.
In fact he didn’t arrive at all - but we were
joined overnight by Sal & Andy who were
moving house that weekend but somehow
managed to incorporate atrip to Herefordshire
into the logistics of the move.

Working

Party
Reports

Back on steon Sunday, theteam who' d been work-
ingontheculvert on Saturday joined usat Aylesford.
Tomakeupforthefact thet they’ d actudly beenwork-
ing onthecanal on Saturday, they were sent towork
evenfurther avay fromit on Sunday, dearingasection
of hillsdeready for awhed chair-accessblepathtobe
ingdled. Meanwhilethecydeway team had acquired
acabledetector by some dubious meansinvolving
David Penny. Onetheory wasthat he! d beenwander-
ingaroundthecounty waving alivepower cablearound,
waiting until heheard adetector somewherego ' blegp’,
but it trangpired that infact he d smply scrounged one
off thefirst road-worksteam hecould find. Anyway,
armed with thedetector wecould carry onlaying the
cydeway, meking surethat any levelling neededinthe
vicinity of cableswasdoneby raisngthegroundrather
than by excavation. Wedidn't quitecompletethejob
beforetherainsthat had threstened towash usout all
weekendfindly arrived resultinginadightly early fin-
ish, but wedidn’t leavetoo much work for thelocals
tofinish.

Martin Ludgate
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Cromford Canal, 20-21% November 2004.

WRG' sL.ondon contingent havethoroughly enjoyed
their foray north to scrub-bash on ashort section of
the Cromford Canal. Arriving at theNewlandsinn
(awaysrely on WRG tofind apub) onthemorning
of Saturday 20th November they were swiftly
briefed by working party |leader Marcus before
heading down to thework sitefor theday: theshort
section of canal between the culverted Newlands
Bridge 34 and the eastern portal of Butterley Tun-
nd.

Thetreeshad overgrown the short i solated section
of towpath (in some cases quite severely) and cov-
ered the culvert bank up to themain road but by the
timethelight (and BBC cameraman) had goneall
this had been cleared and a“good to excellent”

The equipment used ranged from bow saws and
Tirfors(for pulling stumps) to chain saws, one of
whichwaswielded by anewly qudified lady, who
(I am reliably informed) is NOT to be argued
with! [Alison later stated she' d had her chainsaw
certificatefor 2 years! - Ed] Some small stuff was
chipped and some of thelogswent out by rail, on
the 2' gauge Golden Valley Railway which runs
fromtheMidland Railway Centreto the back door
of the pub —surely the best terminus any railway
couldwishfor!

Reactions from the group were almost unani-
mously favourable: the accommodation’ sgood,
the beer’ s cheap (but then again, you could say
that of almost anywherein the country compared
to London) and there’ s plenty morein theway of
scrub and treesto clear - so much so that amuch
larger work site has been identified for aChrist-
mas/ New Year Camp, subject to the relevant
permissions being forthcoming.

Brian L Dominic

/RG News
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Our first outing for 2005 isto theWey & Arun Ca-
nal on January 15th-16th. “Dowenever learn?’ |
hear you ask increduloudly. Well, yes, | doknow al
about thecanal that’ shad morewinter work parties
cancelled dueto too much water than all therest of
thewaterwaysnetwork combined. (If only they could
saveit uptill summer timethey wouldn't haveawater
supply problem!) But we are assured that there has
been some excellent progress with the the
swingbridge (wemanaged to land the crappest dig
onwhat has basically been asuccessful project) -
S0 much so, that they reckon the work’ s reached
well abovethehighest possibleflood level sowhat-
ever the Sussex Monsoon throws at us, we'll be
OK. The swingbridgeisnow installed, and we'll
bas cdly becarrying onrebuilding theabutmentswith
somebricklaying (including theinteresting curved bit
that the bridge closes against) plussome concreting
and maybethe odd bit of scrub-bashingtoo. Edis
your London WRG organiser for thisweekend.

On February 5th and 6th we' re off to the Uttoxeter
Canal (that’s the new name for the Caldon, cos
we regoingtorestoreit back al theway to Uttoxeter
now!), and whilewe rethere, we' |l be holding our
London WRG AGM on the Saturday evening.
WEe' ve decided that as more people come on our
digsthan our socia sthesedays, we' Il holdtheAGM
at adiginstead of asocial. (I'm surewedecided the
exact opposite about 15 yearsago!)

S0 please make an effort to get along to thisone,
evenif you can’'t comefor thewholeweekend. Andi
will bedig organiser asit’ sthenearest dig to New-
cadtle. (somebody shouldtdl her it’ stheother New-
cadlle...)

Then onthe 24th-25th we (provisiondly) returnto
the Cromford Canal where we had our first (and
successful) weekend recently. Moose will be or-
ganigngthisone. Thenonly afortnight later onMarch
12-13it’sthe BCN Cleanup which thisyear ison
theWalsall Canal near Ocker Hill. See page9for
moreonthisone, and pleasedo send off your book-
ing form. OnApril 2-3wereturnto Lichfield (no
organiser booked yet: turn up at theAGM and vol-
unteer... or don’t turn up at the AGM and find out
you'’ ve been volunteered...) and then on April 23-
24it’ sback to our favouritecanal, the TBA....

Martin Ludgate

T

Haybarn swing bridge in position, site still above waterlevel despitetherain! WACT website)

London WRG News
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LWRG Xmas
Party &

Barn Dance

TheLondonWRG Chrigmasparty isdmost uponus
again. Thisyear Sd and Ansy havegracioudy offered
toholdtheparty at their new flat and it will beonthe
evening of Tuesday 14" December, starting & around
7.30pm.

Peaseinformeither Martinor Ledey (contact details
onpagell) if youareintendingtoturn up sothat the
amount of food required can be catered for. Thecost
of theevening will be£6.00 (money collected onthe
night) to cover thebuffet, thisdoesnot indludedrink so
pleasebring your own. Anyoneinterested in helping
withthecatering pleasecontact Ledey.

Sd andAndy’ sflatisalittlehard tofind (theaddressis
TheStudioHouse, 1A Bloemfontein Way) but if you
walk aong Uxbridgeroad from Shepherd’ sBushand
turn right into Bloemfontein Road youwill seewhat
lookslike ashop accessroad immediately on your
left. Godownthistrack andfallowit roundtotheright
behind the houses— The Studio Houseisimmediately
ontheleft. Amapisbeow.
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TheBarn DanceisBack!

Inorder toraisefundsfor the London Waterway Re-
covery Group and Kent and East Sussex Canal Res-
toration Group we arerepesating the barn dancethat
weorganised last yesr.

Onceagainwehavebooked livelocal band Tumble-
down Dick who play mainly Englisnmusicwithlrish
fiddleand the odd Scottishtunechuckedinfor good
mesasure. There will be acash bar, raffle and other
games. Ticketsare£10 each andthisincludesafish
and chip supper.

Thedancewill beon Saturday 19" February at Benson
Parish Hall, Oxfordshire (halfway between Reading
and Oxford), doorsopen 7.00 pm, musicfrom 7.30
pmandwe |l finisha 11.30pm. Directionswill besent
out withtheticketsandwill beonthe WRG website.
Ticketshaveto be purchased in advance so that we
can order food.

Toorder your ticketssendan SAEto' WRG/KESCRG
Barndance, Drand Mr Williamson, 79 Oakley Road,
Chinnor, Oxfordshire, OX394HR'. Pleaseenclosea
chequemadepayableto*| Williamson', acontact tel-
ephonenumber and Sateif you need anon-fishmed
(probably vegetarian pancakeradlls). We Il dsobesdl-
ingticketsat theL.ondon WRG/KESCRG Chrigmeas

party.

Atthemoment | antryingtoorganisevillagehd| floor
styleaccommodation but aswewent to press| don't
haveit confirmed. Assoonasit’ sconfirmeditwill be
on the website and on the London WRG and
KESCRG mailingligts(detalsof locd B& Bswill dso
bethere)

Thiswasaredlly good event |ast year, whichiswhy
we redoingitagain. We vegot 120ticketsto sl soif
your friendsand family likeabit of dancethenplease
order them sometickets—it' sopentoeveryone(andif
dancingisnot your thing then comeaongfor thered
ae a the bar). How about tickets as Christmas
presents?—besats socksand ties.

If you' ve got any questions then please ring meon
07989425346 or email hden_gardner@hotmail.com.
Helen ‘BushBaby / WRG Wear’ Gardner
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Book now for theBCN Cleanup 2005

Following theslight disappointment a the poor quality BC N
and smdl| quantity of rubbishfoundintheWyrley &
Essington Candl at the 2004 BCN Cleanup, British

Waterwayshavepromised usagreat improvement next C I ea,n u p

time. The2005eventwill bebasad dosetoBW sOcker
Hill premises andweareassuredthat dl their S&ff have
spent thelast yeear filling thecand withdl rubbish, just
sothat wewon’ t be disgppointed whenweturnupto
clearital out againonMarch 12th-13th....

But serioudy, folks... Theannua Birningham Cand Navigationscleanupisn'tjust about having funtryingto
outdo each other for themost bizarre object or thelargest amount of trash pulled out of thecut. It sasoavitdly
important exerciseintrying to kegp thesefascinating cana sopeninthefaceof indifferenceby someof theloca
folkswho seethem assmply ahandy rubbishtip, and theinability of BW to spend morethantheminimumon
maintaining them dueto government condraints

TheCleanuptakespartinadifferent areaevery year, and thistimeit’ stheWa sdl Cand between Ocker Hill and
Darlagtonthet’ Il get thetreestment. And athough weareassured thet thereismuchmorejunk inthecand thanwe
found lagt time- especidly inthefifteen bridge-holesonthislength - if werun out beforetheend of theweskend,
there sasothefirg part of the TameValey Cand totackle. And asusud theevent will besupported by theloca
branchesof thelWA, the Birmingham Cana Navigations Society, and British Waterwayswho will provide
work-boatsand rubbish skips.

Overnight accommodeationisavailablefor Friday and Seturday nights(detailsinthenextissueandonthe WRG
website) but peoplearewel cometojust turn up for theday. For moreinformation - or to offer to helpwith the
organising theevent - contact theWRG organiser Aileen Butler on07703567764. And tobook on for the
weekend, smplyfill intheform below and send it off today!

’-----------------------------------\

waterway recovery group in association with BCNS, BW and IWA |

I would like to attend the 2005 National Canal Cleanup on Mar 12-13 on the BCN
Forename: Surname:
Address:

e-mail;

Phone: Any special dietary requirements?
| require accommodation Friday night / Saturday night/ both nights

| enclose payment of £ (pay 'WRG") for food (£10 for whole weekend; £2.00 for each meal)

Do you suffer from any allergy or illness, such as epilepsy or diabetes, about which we should
know, or are you receiving treatment or under medical supervision for any condition? YES/NO
(If yes, please attach details)

In the unlikely event that you should be injured, who should we contact?
Name: Phone:

Signed (parent's signature also required if aged under 18):
Please send this form to National Cleanup bookings, WRG, PO Box 114, Rickmansworth WD3 1ZY |

\____________—__—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_,
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London WRG

T-Shirts

Order Form

T-Shirts (Front: Design) : £8
Sweatshirts (Front: Design) : £15
Long Sleeved T-Shirts (Front: Design) : £10
Polo Shirts (Back: Design, Front: Sm WRG logo) : £13
Hooded Sweatshirt (Bk: Design, Ft: Sm WRG logo) : £21

Colours: Red, Black, Navy, Green, Grey,
Purple (T-Shirt or Sweatshirt Only). (Design White)
Sizes: S, M, L, XL, XXL

What? Size? | Colour? | No? Cost?

Total Cost:

Name:

Contact Phone Number:

Delivery Address:

(Orders will be distributed at Socials/Digs where possible)
Please make cheques payable to Sally Nutt
Please send completed form to Sally Nutt, LWRG T-Shirts,
The Studio House, 1A Bloemfontein Way, London W12 7BQ
(07764 902863)
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London WRG
DEES

For uptodateinformation check theLondon WRG
web pages.
www.london.wrg.org.uk

List

WorkingParties: Trangport avallable Friday eveningin the London WRG minibus, meet by thepost
box outside Costa Coffee at Waterloo station; normally at 19:00 but may be
earlier or later depending on distance. Contact Tim, Martin or Ledey for details.

Date L ocation Organiser
15-16/1/05 DigDeepontheWey & Arun EdWaker
5-6/2/05 Uttoxeter Cand, Froghall Andi Kewley
26-27/2/05  Cromford Cana (TBC) Moose & Maria
12-13/3/05 BCN Cleanup AileenButler
2-3/4/05 Dig DegpontheLichfied TBA
23-24/4/05 TBA TBA
14-15/5/05 DigDeep ontheBasngstoke TBA
28-30/5 or 4-5/6/05 TBA TBA
25-26/6/05 DigDeepontheMon & Brec TBA
16-17/7/05 TBA TBA
6-7/8/05 TBA TBA

Note: Digsmarked“Dig Deep” are on projectswherework isbeing co-ordinated under the Dig Deep

Initiative, aschemeinvolving oursalves and four other mobile groups (Essex WRG, NWPG KESCRG

andWRGBITM).
Social Gatherings: Tuesday night, normally 11 daysbeforeeachdigi.e,
4" January, 25" January, 15" February, 1% March, 22" March etc. at the Star
Tavern (upstairsroom) Belgrave Mews West, behind German Embassy on
Chesham Place, from about 19.30till 23.00. ExtraSocial 10" February (Battersea
Beer Fest).

Other Events:

14/12/04 London WRG XmasParty -

26/12-1/1/05 WRG New Year camp, Cromford Canal (TBC) Moose& JamesBuitler

5/2/05 LondonWRG AGM - at Uttoxeter dig -
19/2/05 LWRG/KESCRG Barn Dance Helen Gardner
30/4-2/5/05 Candway Cavacade, LittleVenice

7-8/5/05 WRG Trainingweekend Centrally Booked

Whoto contact:

London WRG Co-ordinator: Tim Lewis, 5 Herongate Road, Wanstead, London E12 5EJ
Phone: 020-85300425 E-mail: tim@timlewis.org.uk

Enquiries: Martin Ludgate or Ledey McFadyen, 35 Silvester Road, London SE22 9PB

Phone: 020-86933266 E-mail: martin.ludgate@wrg.org.uk
London WRG NewsEditor: Ed Walker, 39 Hamble Road, Didcot, Oxon. OX11 7QS
Phone: 01235-818438/07887-568029  E-mail: ed.walker@wrg.org.uk
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Wéll, Dippy Clairewon't forget what the Falkirk Whedl isagain (H& G Martin Ludgate)
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