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From
The

Editor

Apologiestoeveryonefor not having beenout digging
very much recently, asmilar excusewill bebrought
out aswasusad lagt time—I"mfinishingmy PhD. This
meansthat in between putting thisfinemagazineto-
gether I'mtryingtowriteup4yearswork. Whilel’'m
doingthis| havemoved back tomy parentsindarkest
South Essex, new addresson page 17.

Onto thisissuethen, and we have abumper crop of
digreportsfromall over thecountry fromfishinginthe
BCN to demoalition work on the Wey & Arun and
brickworkinLichfidd, I think thisisthelargestissuel
have ever done! Many thanksto al thosewho have
written medig reportsor taken photos—keepit up!

Thisissue dso containsthe detail sabout the WRG
BonfireBashweekendin November; seepages18&
19for detalls. | ansureavanwill beleavingWaterloo
on the Friday for the event. Speaking of vans, our
(Hrusty minibus, NJF, will beheeding off for thegreat
cand campinthesky sraight after theNationd —it will
bemissed.

Seeyouat theNationd,
EdWaker

Dig Deep

“Wehaveidentified Sx possblestestha might besuit-
ablefor adoption asfuture Dig Deep projects(i.e.re-
caveco-ordinated support by ourselves WRGBITM,
Essex WRG NWPG and KESCRG) whenthecur-
rent projects on the Wey & Arun and Basingstoke
cometoanend.

“Wehopetomakeadecisononwhichof theseprojects
to support by September, and to give details of the
chosen projectsand our planned London WRG work-
ing partiesontheminthenext London WRG News
Martin Ludgate
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Cavalcade

Another Candway Cava cadehasbeenand gone, and

soinno particular order somethanks:

- Eveyonefor hdpingonthesands weraised £540
to bespilt between LWRG fundsandthe* Right
Tool” gpped.

Moosefor his*unique’ barbecuestyle.
Thelndianrestaurant for managing to squeeze 20
of usintothecdlar againandfeedingussowell.
Martinfor coming 2™ intheboat handling com-
petition, by Y2apoint!

Bunglefor winning thenoviceboat handling,ina
bear cosume!

Moose, Mariaand my parentsfor running the
tombolawhileeveryonedsewasoff decorating
boats—we came second, steaming ahead obvi-
oudy missed thejudges.

Martinand Sa for organisingthestand andthe
tombola

Everyonefor makingit suchafunevent, seeyou
al nextyear!

LWRG Funds

Degpiteeveryone seffortsat CavalcadeL ondonWRG
fundsarealittletight at the moment, we have spent
quiteabit ontoolsover thelast year and havedonated
haf of themoney raised from Cava cadetothe” Right
Tool” gpped. Wehaveenough money for thefuture
but pleasetry not to break much moreof thekit!

IF YOU HAVE A PROBLEM
IF NOONE ELSE CAN HELP
AND IF YOU CAN FIND THEM
MAYBE YOU CAN HIRE

i

THE l —
4 TEAM

Surely that should be*and if you can drag them
out of the pub”? (Richard Cool)
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“ S0, what exactly WAStheNew I nvention?”
BCN Clean-Up, 20-21% M ar ch 2004

Did you hear about the Brummie fisherman that
caught awhaleinthecanal?Heput it back asthere
wereno spokesonit. It' sfunny, that. Bicyclewhedls
seem either to come out of the canal spokeless, or
with anear-servicable bicycleattached.

Yes, theweekend of March 20-21 once again saw
aninvasion of the Birmingham areaby theredshirt
troops asthe BCN Clean-Up had itsannual hap-
pening. Morelikely for palitica reasonsthanthedaie
of thenavigation—thosewho' d beentolast year's
sub-Spaghetti Junction trash-o-thon would be se-
verely disappointed with the, er, quaity of the
retrievals—thisyear’ sexotic locale of choicewas
theWyrley & Essington, in an areaquite near to
central Wolverhampton known asNew Invention.

Doeshistory record what it was? Answers, please,
on apostcard. No, seriously, answers on a post-
card (or perhapsaBBC Radio WM listener would
be sokind asto ask Brummiehistorian Carl Chinn),
asit seemsnot even Martin Ludgate knows!

Anyway, theaccommwasin theever-so-sgnposted
Brownhills. Ever noticed just how signposted-from-
everywhere Brownhillsactualy is?And whenyou
get there? Yup, absol utely nothing to write home
about. Sojust to add interest, we' d all been directed
to the showers, which weren’t open Friday night.
The accommodation was, but those that knew
whereit waswere not thosewho had compiled the
joininginstructions. Silly mefor booking oninad-
vance.

The accomm was avast Victorian or Edwardian
crumbling community edifice with apipewhich
pumped obnoxiouslooking liquid onto a pavement
andworried Jude. All thelooswent bubble-bubble
whichever oneyou flushed and the heating stayed
onadl night. London WRG arrived with our intrepid
leader Aileen on board and decamped straight into
the pub, unaware that the rest of us had aready
twigged that it wasn't worth it, sowe had await a
littlewhileto seethem and hear their verdict that the
pubwasn'tworthit.
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Saturday brought breakfast by the bucketload and
wind by theskyload. Theaccomm being suchasolid
old pile, wedidn’t redliseuntil stepping outsidethat
thewind wasin fact howling aruddy gale and by
thetime NJF spat me out onto thefirst site of the
weekend, | had made adecisionthat theAusse hat
just wasn't going to stay on (and let metell you, it
hasto be howling for that hat not to stay on!) so it
wasonwiththesafety lid, dong with theobligatory
waterproof trousers, hooded hi-vis safety jacket,
rubbery glovesand stediewellies.

A lot of trawling brought up alot of nothing, but we
did hit arich seam of scaffolding and eventually, a
small and almost serviceablered child’ spushbike.
Thiswasfollowed by acycleway sign (complete
with pole) and thuswasthe Wolverhampton & Dis-
trict Sub-Aquatic Cycleway wasborn, at least, in
theimaginationsof Martin and Mk2. Coming soon
to an WA mesting near you...

| killed timeby riding the bike around and cannon-
ing down adopetowardsthecanal, provingjustin
timethat thefront brakes still worked, until it was
time to head back to our base for the weekend,
Wolverhampton’ sBroad Street Basin, awonderful
inner city oasisof engineering brick, boats, smoke
(what wasbeing burned in Phoenix’ sstove?) BW
blokes and sandwiches. | could not help but notice
Wolverhampton Lower Level Station, till there, Sit-
ting sincethe‘ sixtiesunused and unloved but too
listed for the BR merchantsof doomtokill it com-
pletely likethey did during the great scourgesof the
post-Beeching era, when even saved stationswere
either flattened or stripped of their fixturesand fit-
tingsinfavour of bussheltersand plastic. It wastoo
much for me. “I’'mjust going for alook at that sta-
tion, Martin...”
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| walked ‘round, talked my way in—the security
guardwasavery nicemanwho clearly understood
that a bloke in a hard hat and hi-visis probably
awareof theH& Sissues—and soon | waswalking
theplatformsof quite possibly the biggest derelict
dtation still extant, with the huge canopiesrattlingin
the gale. The adverts on the wallswere 40 years
old, and the booking hall, oh, words cannot de-
scribethe combination of grandeur and dereliction
and decay and potential! Whoever isin charge,
please, pleaserestoreit!

-

Timand Richard Cool gofishing (BCN Cleanup,
Ed Walker)
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The afternoon brought more wind, and abridge
‘ole through which the wind blew so hard our
faceswere sandblasted aswe pulled miscellane-
ouscrap out of thecut. All thealarms—car, house,
factory —were going off asthingsrocked in the
wind. | succeeded in elevating myself to Grand-
master Anorak by identifying all the car partsthat
were retrieved. A Mkl Manta rostyle wheel
(rarel), aMklIV Cortinadash panel and an early
XJ6 front seat were among the treasures, and a
late afternoon tea break (with no hot water, as
Sue’ s camper van had run out) meant that | was
abletoidentify the bonnet Andy R had pulled out.
Later, at theaccomm, Monsieur Floodgates said
“we could have used you earlier; wefound acar
bonnet.”

“FIAT Panda,” said|. “ You mean you' re ableto
tell just likethat?” | assured Martin that | had
actually seen the piecein question...

Saturday night’ sfeast was beef in Guinness (and
veggiesin sauce for the veggies) followed by a
superb choice of gungey puds. | chosetrifle and
it was, asever, understatement of the year. Beer
was beered, wine was wined and athoroughly
good time was had by all and all my chocolate
was eaten by folks various. Thanks Ed for the
port. Any port in a(wind) storm!

The next morning revealed that the wind had
dightly calmed down so we set of f for Broad Street
tosignonand seeif afresh set of work sitesmight
bring aslightly better class of crap. OK, sowe
were spoiled after Spaghetti Junction, but really!

Things were much better once the group | was
with positioned themselves at the end of astreet
where arecently-erected fence suggested that in
the past, the fact that the street ran straight up to
the cut meant it had functioned asthelocal rub-
bish tip. Out came all manner of thingsand aswe
moved up the canal the 1970swere hereagain. |

will be restoring my trophy of the weekend, a
perfect 1970s ‘ Super Flyer’ skateboard, as a
retro conversation piece!
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A coffee break washeld in the car park of asub-
urban food pub where we were all ocated exactly
two spacesasit was Mothering Sunday. Sal did
exactly that by keeping usall in order, only for
Vaughan to spoil it by parking RFB acrossthree
spaces. Thosesat in GCW avoiding therain were
mysteriously spirited to another work site before
they could protest and spent the afternoon pull-
ing out abig mattress, somefencing, abed frame
and variousbits of (ahem) alate-1980s Vauxhall
Nova. | retrieved ashopping trolley for thethird
time during the weekend, after agroup of teen-
agerspushed it back in (again) and watched asit
came back on the end of agrappling hook. A tip
here: local youths' prediliction towardsall-white
outfitsmeansthat assoon asyou arrive, filthy with
agrappling hook and equally filthy rope, they will
no longer beinyour way...

Lunch beside the canal, agroup pic on abridge,
and it wastimeto pack up thekit. The usual big
discussion regarding van movementsand who was
going viaBroad Street and wewere off. Our van,
GCW, was ably piloted by yer actual Sal, who at
one point realised that acompleteturnintheroad
was both necessary and possible. She was
thwarted, bizarrely, by acompletely random bol-
lard, placed in the opposite pavement exactly
wherethe front bumper of the Tranny wanted to
be.

So, thanks Aileen for organisational derrings-do,
thanks BW for the support-of-sorts, the
Brownhills Community Centrefor the accomm
and absolutely no thanksto the weather for being
acompletegit. Six lorry loads of scrap (or some-
thing likethat) wereremoved from the canal and
once again the PR level of the BCN wasraised
to helicopter heights. No, seriously, we were
watched from ahelicopter at one point.

The BCN, as ever, bizarre. See you next year.
Bring beer, chocolate, aBrum A-Z and windproof
headgear. Oh, and aguideto New Inventions of
thelndustrial Age.

Mk2

London WRG News
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Hereford and Gloucester Canal — Aylesford
Park Site, 17-18" April 2004

Theweekend of 17-18" of April 2004 found Lon-
don WRG working onthe Hereford and Glouces-
ter Cand. With Rick A havingto pull out of leading
duetoillness(hopeyou get well soon Rick) thelead-
ership rolefor thisdig was carried out by demo-
cratic concensus—therulebeing that if you asked
who wasdoing ajob this pretty much volunteered
yougtraightintotherole. WithWRGiesfdlinglike
proverbid flies, and the excusespouring in (some-
thing about work/moving/someone swedding, etc.)
asdlect group madeit out to Hereford and Glouces
ter. Asusual themeeting placefor minibustravel
was the post box inside Waterloo Station. New
John Gee promptly made Tim, Sdly and mysdif fed
decidedly underdressed by turning upinasuit snce
hehad had ajob interview that day. It also appears
that not attending digsimprovesMartin’ stimekesping
as heturned up with NJF at Waterloo at 7.15pm
for a7pm start which most will agreeisnot too bad
going for Martin. With plenty of roominthemini-
buswith only four of ustravellinginit we set off.
With the sun shining therewasalot of good cheer
and optimism in the minibusincluding comments
aongthelinesof “...bother | forgot to bring my
shorts’. However, thisoptimism (at least about the
wegther) wasruddy shattered once Tim started driv-
ing and the heavens opened (I should point out that
itwastherainand not Tim'’ sdriving that shattered
our optimism). By 10.30pmtheminibusarrived at
Yarkhill Hall, which appeared to be deserted. How-
ever, Marcus and James had already arrived but
with nothing to do but keep each other company
they decided to go to bed (at opposite ends of the
hall | might add). Hot on the heels of NJF Nigel
arrived a ong with M oose and Helen and our small
band was nearing compl etion.
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After unloading al of the suppliesand having eaten
theobligatory toast weeventually al settled down
to bed only to be awakened by nocturnal noises
coming fromoneend of thehall indicating that some
of uswerelesstired than others.

Saturday morning arrived and with it breakfast
cooked by Tim. Aswe |loaded NJF ready for the
triptosite, Bob arrived bringing the essentia choco-
laterations. After ashort detour to the petrol sta-
tion, where it appeared that everyone had to get
something fromtheshop, wearrived a theAylesford
Park site. Thisisthe sitewherewerecently built
the plant compound. Dueto problemswith con-
tamination of the cana bed thework for the week-
end mainly involved thelaying of acyclepath across
theAylesford Park site. Tothisend wehad afleet
of plantincluding 5 excavators, 3dumpersand a
ride-onroller aswell asthehandtools. The heavy
rainsand plant moving in and out had turned the
ground in front of the compound into a mudbath
whichisnot good newsif you aretryingtodrivea
ride-onroller with metal rollersfront and back out
of thecompound. After much effort (and mocking)
Mooseand theroller werefinally towed out of the
mud and onto better ground.

With the excitement over the work started with
dumpersdumping, excavatorsexcavating and rakers
raking—I don’t believetherewasapartridgeina
pear tree but will not swear toit. Withthe Burco
being temperamental teabreak wastaken dightly
later than anti cipated and with dightly lesshair on
Marcus hands and arms. With the sun shining
through the clouds the weather on sitewas quite
good and thework was progressing smoothly (al-
though that ismorethan can necessarily besaid for
thecyclepath).
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After lunch the cyclepath laying continued al-
though Sally and mysalf were now working along-
sdethecana excavating and levelling theground
to construct atowpath. Whilst Sally and | were
away Tim managed to get one of the dumpers
well and truly stuck. Eventually and with theaid
of Marcus Land Rover Tim and the dumper were
pulled out. Therest of the day passed with the
cycleway laying only interrupted by thearrival of
Sleepy Dave and afternoon tea.

Weleft siteat about 6pm and madeit back to the
accommodation, with therush to get changed less
frantic than usual dueto the reduced numbers. It
seemsthat weleft sitejust intime asthe heaven's
opened after we got back to the hall and didn’t
let up for the rest of the evening. Owing to a
variety of circumstances and the number of peo-
pleinvolved Saturday night’ sdinner wasprovided
free of charge courtesy of Mr Chipsin Hereford.
It seemsthat the owner of the chip shop (which
isinthe Guinness Book of Recordsfor frying the
biggest bag of chipsintheworld) istheformer
Mayor and local councillor for theward that in-
cludesAylesford Park and the food was hisway
of thanking usfor our efforts. After avery nice
fish supper (or derivative) London WRG settled
infor an evening of what they do best —namely
putting theworld and particularly WRG to rights.
The evening also saw the very rareinstance of
L ondon WRG turning down the opportunity to
go to the pub, even though Alan Lines (who had
turned up latein the afternoon) offered to drive
us. Instead we*“chewed thefat” aswell asasu-
perb Apple Strudel, which had been supplied by
Alan, before turning in for the night. At 3am
noiseswere again drifting down from thefar end
of the hall, however the rhythmic pumping was
dueto adeflated mattress.
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Sunday morning saw the unusual siteof meinthe
kitchen cooking breakfast for everyone. After
breskfast and having cleared up and prepared lunch
we headed out to sSitewherewe continued thework
from the previous day. We werejoined by local
Community Service Volunteerswho wereputtingin
afew hourson thecyclepath aswell.

WithHelenfedingreassured that inasitethesizeof
Aylesford Park the chancesof putting adumper in
the cut was pretty remote she had agreed to bere-
trained to drive dumpers. Shethen spent the day
terrorising the Community Servicemob by ddliver-
ing thecyclepath bedding materia to them.

Sunday also saw Bob trying to outdo Tim by get-

ting adumper stuck not once but twice (athough he
will arguethat it was only stuck once sinceonthe
other occasion hemanagedto driveit out evenif it
wasover the shiny, new cyclepath). Theplanwas
toleavesteat about 4pm but withthefidd ill very
wet and muddy fromtherainthedumperswereart-
ingto havetrouble ddivering themateria tothetop
of thehill by early afternoon. Thismeant that we
caledit aday earlier than expected and |eft Site at
about 3pm with the heaven’ sagain threatening to
open.

Working
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Back at the hall aquick clean up and the hall was
emptied by 4.30pm. All that wasthen |eft wasthe
driveback homefor everyoneincluding thefourin
NJF. Apart fromabit morerainto contend with, a
quick stop at Over Basin to look at a completed
part of therestorationwork, and atrafficjamonthe
M40 thejourney back into London was pretty un-
eventful and NJF managed to meet upwithMartin
at Waterloo without any problems.

Thanksto Timfor nomindly beingtheleader, Moose
for bringing along the food, othersfor the lunch
preparations, Mr Chips for Saturday’s supper,
Adrianand thelocalsfor their help and onsite or-
ganisation, Sally and Timfor driving NJF up there
and everyone who turned up and made it agood
weekend.

Andy Richardson

London WRG News
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Wey & Arun Canal, 15-16"" M ay 2004

It wasaFriday night, and all waswell. | wasabout
half way to Kirdford village hall, in West Sussex,
which wasto be our homefor theweekend. When
my mind wondered back to acomment that | think
Moosemadeearlier intheyear (at the Londonwrg
AGM) “Jolly Good, your leading the WOE and
AGGRO, FOOL ! (ApologiesMooseif it wasn't
you, but it was the sort of comment you would
make). ArrivinginKirdford | begantowonder if he
wasright. Whilst trying to find the house that the
lady withthe keyslivesin, | discovered that there
aretwo number 24°s(yesthat’ sright, two number
24°s). No onetold methat theroad splitsinto two,
with no name change. After what felt like 15mins,
but probably only 5, I find thekeys. Ohwell, what
was| to expect, wewere onthe Woeand Aggro -
| meanWey & Arun after al.

Back at thehdll, | set upmy bedfor thenight, got dl
the tables and chairs out for the morning, before
sitting back with my new copy of Canal Boat to
awaitthearriva of theothers.

Marcusarrivedfirst, sowewent for asitevisit be-
foreit got dark. At which point Marcus started to
wish hehad gone somewere el sefor theweekend!
Arriving back a thehdll, wefind therest of theteam
ensconced inthe Lwrg naturd habitat, theloca pub.
Just beforelast ordersMoose & Mariaarrived with
the comment, “Nigel you forgot to post thedirec-
tionsto theaccommodation ontheemail list. It was
agood job we knew roughly wherewe were head-
ing for, beforewegot lost!” OOPS.

Asusual wewerethelast to leave, so back at the
hall we started on the beer / wine/ coffee supplies
beforeturningin at sometime between midnight and
2am.
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Saturday arrived and after alovely breskfast, cooked
by Jenny, | split everyoneinto 3 teamsbefore start-
ing my day as Leader / Minibusdriver / General
dogsbody / canyoujust nipupto“Tickners” and
get ?7??/ Pick up peoplefor lunch / drop people
back after lunch/ Just nipupto“ Tickners’ again/
“youlazy g-t, when areyou going to do somework”
| Etc, Etc.

Anyway after ahectic day trying to make sureeve-
ryone got to where they needed to be and had the
toolsto dothejobwith, weall arrived back at the
hall for adelicioussupper cooked by theever smil-
ing Jenny, beforeretiringtothe pub asusual.

Sunday arrivesand proceeds much the sameasthe
day before, except | get thesame*Y ou’ vegivenme
aS..Tjob, I'll have my revenge” comment from
Mooseevery timewe speak / meet instead of every
other time the day before. Good job | am NOT
going tothe National thisyear.

Enough from mefor themoment, thefollowing are
the separate verson of eventsfromthedifferent work
gtesthat | only visited for short periodsof timedur-
ing the weekend, when | wasn't trying to add as
many milesto poor old NJF as| possibly could.

Haybarn Bridge Demoalition: by Ed Walker.

| am not sure what came over meto volunteer to
head down to sitewith Marcus early on Saturday
morning, I’'m blaming theropey pint of Tanglefoot |
hadintheForrester’ sSArmson Friday night! Sowith
aminor hangover | climbedinto“beagtie’ with most
of London WRG’ sdemo equipment, half-an-hours
driving later (thisisthe Wey & Arun, you haveto
drivehafway aroundthecounty firg, itstraditiona!)
wemadeit tothefarmand got our first proper [ook
at the bridge. Thiswas one of the major tasksfor
theweekend and thefour of us(Gilly and Andy “I
park excavatorsontheir side” Richardson joined
us later) were to trash the structure down to bed
level toallow itsreplacement with aswing bridge.
To assist with thistask we had the London WRG
Stihl saw, afivetonne excavator with pecker and
Marcus shard won knowledgefrom destroying the
sewageworksat Over. (Apparently built likethe
proverbid.)
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Marcustook first stint with the excavator and once
wefigured out how jerry built (literally and figura-
tively in thiscase, built by German POW’ g) the
bridge was, the parapets came down quickly. In
between watching Marcus and redirecting errant
walkers| trained Andy and Gilly inusing the Stihl
saw, mostly used over the weekend for dlicing
through bitsof rebar. Marcusfinished the parapets
and started on the deck, Andy, Gilly and | made
somemeasurementsto alow the swing bridgeto be
fitted at the right height and built acouple of steps
onthefootpath diversion. Luncharrived; thebridge
was down to three RSJ' s across the cut and all
seemedto begoingwell. After addiciouslunch sup-
plied by Jenny Wilsonwewent back toit—well in
truth Marcus and the excavator went back toit and
therest of ushad adozeinthe sun. By the end of
the day Marcus had managed to get the concrete
away fromthe RSJT sat onesideof thecand, dueto
thelayout of the sitethe other sdewould haveto be
broken out from the bottom of the canal.

The next day | again got woken up by Marcus at
obscene o’ clock —don’t remember volunteering for
that thistime! Back onsiteandit wasmy turntodo
my worst with the excavator, first task driveit be-
tween the RSJ s exposed yesterday to get thefar
bank within pecker range, abit of work and afew
slashes with the Stihl saw freed the beam and
Marcus performed some nice manoeuvreswith the
excavator and beastie to drag the beam up to the
fam.

Working

Party
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Back in the cab again and with abit more spaceto
work the second beam seemed to be coming out
withminimd effort, unfortunately whiletracking the
excavator out of thebed to finishtheremoval proc-
ess| managed to snag one of the hydraulic hoses
feeding the pecker and snap it of f. Cuelarge spray
of hydraulic oil and onedisabled excavator, luckily
| managed to track it out of thecut beforeit drained
completely. Thisseemed aconvenient point to have
lunch.

After lunch and seeing that the other jobs around
the cand werefinished either dueto moreknackered
kit or operator exhaustion everyone set about mak-
ing the bridge safe, thismainly involved barring out
thebeam | had mostly freed and cutting back al the
exposed reinforcing bars. With the sitemade safe
we headed back to the accom. and home.

ThankstoNigd for running agood weekendinless
thanideal conditionsand to Jenny Wilsonfor feed-
ingusall that finefood!

W‘m — ~ - D
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Talesfrom themiddleste: by Sally Nuitt.

For Martin, Segpy Dave, Phil and mysdf our destina-
tionfor Saturday wasthemiddleste, or LordingsLock
or thestewithout abridge of any description new or
ex!

Theorigind planwasto continuewiththeloca’ swork
of bricklaying onthelock. However duetotheneces-
sary loca not being availableweweresettotask re-
moving aHUGE tree ssump from themiddle of the
towpath. Themorning wasspent digging, mattocking,
sawingandaxingtouncover al therootsand cut them
loosefromthemaintrunk. Work wasprogressngwell
by lunchtimeand weweregrateful for the shade our
Stehad, asnature hadn’t been so kind on the other
teams.

Pogt lunchtosaveNigd havingtodriveusback toste
we decided it would be just as quick towak. Soa
lesurdy walk downthetowpeth, with historical notes
by Martinand Davetook usback toSteand thestump,
whichwasdill looking firmly atached. Theafternoon
continued much asthemorningwiththestebecoming
moreand morelitteredwithwood chipsfromtheaxes.
Wed 0 had theopportunity during theday tolook at
thewater whed. It pullswater fromtheriver below up
intotheagueduct, whichisnexttothelock. Attheend
of theday wewandered totheswing bridge-cleaning
Stetobepicked up.

Sunday, back onsteminusMartinbut plusNigd and
two Tirforswewerehoping that somegentle persua-
sonor bruteforceandignorancemay get thetreestump
out. However we had the bruteforce but the Tirfors
didn’t quitemanageit, beingalittletoo small for the
gzeof tree Nigd and| left Phil and Daveto cut through
the extraroots, which had been found and returned
theTirforsandtools. Post lunchavantidy and helping
tidy theother Stestook usto theend of theday.
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Hopefully thelocaswill beabletoget alarger Tirfor
soonandfindly extract thetreestump. Alternatively
weweredebating if we could carveitintoabollard
for thelock and just leaveit!!!

Needle gunning job on the Swing bridge: by
Richard Thomas.

Noteto reader, the eventsdescribed in thispart of
thedig report may differ from thememoriesof oth-
erspresent, thiscan be ascribed to either, reporters
license, sunstroke, my failing memory four weeks
after the event or having snorted too much of the
finest Leeds& Liverpool powdered rust at thetime.

Those of us who had drawn the short straw and
been assgntothederusting team weredelivered to
siteby Nigdl tofind arather larger structurethan|
had anticipated. The engineer having givenit the
thumbs up (apparently those cross memberswith
thelacedoily appearancearen’t “ pertinent to the
structura integrity” - no honest it doeslook in good
nick) it was our job to remove asmuch of therust
flakeswith hammersand nail gunsprior to acon-
tractor grit blasting and undercoatingit.

Whilethe compressor and nail gunswereddivered
we perused thearray of protectivegear, earplugs&
muffs, goggles, facemasksand disposableoverals.
Apparently most of the more accessible parts had
already been tackled and it was our fate to attack
the backbreaking underside. Some eschewed the
stylish romper suits and sort the shade under the
bridge, quickly applying arust coloured coat of sun
block and distributing ourselves along the bridge
where Peter (shortly to be dubbed Peter Panda)
began to tacklethe pivot point. Thereweremained
for most of themorning, only emerging for essential
teabreaks and to seewho wastrip trapping across
thebridge, inthiscasethetrollsfound no Billy goats
gruff just aMoosein hobnail bootsfinding anovel
way of chipping off rust (well hedid volunteer meto
writethis). During one of the vital teabreakswe
discovered the earmuffs Peter had been wearing had
left him clean whitecircular patchesaround hisears
likeaPanda, whilethe misapplication of awet wipe
apparently resulted in abrief guest appearance by
Groucho Marx.
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Lunch was heralded by aphonecall from Sal to
remind Nigel to bring the“mugs’ for lunch, sowe
all climbed aboard the mini busto one of the other
sites. Theafternoonfollowed asimilar patternwith
more essential tea breaks then back to the hall
where those of us who wore shorts rather than
romper suits pondered the wisdom when faced
with onesmall washbasin.

On Sunday it wasyet more of the same but with
John being substituted by the destructive power
of Bob and his biscuits. Gradually we moved on
to the even moreinaccessible partsand Lesley
discovered that by turning her head sideways she
could get the peak of her helmet and the rest of
her head up between the struts __ effectively into
alargeresonating metal box being hammered and
nail gunned by all. By lunchtime while Richard
Cool was till living up to his namelying back
cross-legged whedling anail gunin an outstretched
arm, but the rest of uswere drooping aswefound
the other bridge team werewhen we arrived. All
inall ahot, noisy and dirty job but good fun and
if we go back to paint the bridge bags| not crawl-
ing around underneath it again.

Working
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Back to meagain.

All that remainsisfor metothank everyonefor turning
up and making the weekend an enjoyable and fun
experiencefor me, conddering it wasthefirst week-
endthat | have organized.

Specid thanksto Jenny Wilson for thelovely food.
Moosefor lots of encouragement and good reason
not to attend the National.

Marcusfor breaking the bridge, and Ed for break-
ing theexcavator.

Sally and Mariafor cleaning out NJF.
Alsothanksto Ed, Sdlly, & Richardfor their parts
of thisdigreport.

Hope to see you all soon on the Woe & Aggro,
Oops, Sorry | mean Wey & Arun.

Nigel Lee
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Lichfidd Canal, 5-6" June2004

A dightly hedticday for dl concemedresuitedinadightly
|atedeparturefrom Weterloo. However, wemadegood
timeand arrived beforeclosingtime. A lot of people
had dready arrived. Morethannormd asEssex WRG
werejoiningus

Themorningwascertainly interesting asitwasmy first
timeleadingadig. Tryingtoorganiseeveryonesmul-
taneoudy proved difficult and soit took alittletimeto
get everyone settled onajob. Thework wasvaried
but tendedtoinvolvewdls.

Themainjobwastocdeanoff anold cand-sdewdl to
alow contractorsto quotefor itscompl etereconstruc-

tion. Asanoptiond extra, removal of therather large
tree stump could be attempted. Bob wasquickly on
thecaseand withthehelp of thelocals ageing JCB it
wasremoved.

Thesecond wall jobwasto completethe brickwork.
This proved quite tricky as the ends were danted.
However, withtheaid of thebrick saw and alittlein-
genuity, itwascompleted beforetheweskend wasouit.

Thethirdwal jobinvolved concreteinfilling of awall
thet had dready been built. Thisprocesded a ahedthy
paceoncethemixer had beenfreed fromthebricklay-
ersandwasa so completed.

Possbly themaost challengingjobwastheuseof ahand-
held Kango to deepen aladder recessinalock. The
jobinvolved standing on ascaffolding platformwith
dust and debrisgoing everywhere. It washard work
andwe chiselled out areasonable amount. Still alot
morework to be done however.

All inal arepectableamount of work wascompleted
andweshould bereturningto Lichfieldlater thisyear.

Andy Roberts

Martin, Nigel andthe“dantedwall” (Tim Lewis)
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Wey and Arun Canal —Haybarn Site, 3'-4th
July 2004

Back at the London WRG AGM in January my
naivety withal thingsWRG showed when | agreed
to lead the July weekend dig. At thetime nobody
pointed out to methat wewould likely be without
NJF and also that nobody digsin thesummer. So
with these issues to contend with, by June | was
planning theL ondon WRG dig ontheWey andArun
cand. Thefirst stepwasto send out theusual email
asking who iscoming along, how they are getting
thereand any dietary requirements (oopsforgot that
oneinmy email). By the evening of the pre-dig
social 11 daysbeforetheweekend | had 3 people
confirmed asattending thedig and it was not | ook-
ing promising. Martin would bethere onthe Sun-
day and Lesley wasapossibleif | could arrange
transport but otherwise WRGieswere pretty thin
ontheground (surdy thefirg timethinand WRGIes
have been used in the same sentence). A further
complicationisthat | wasgoing to spend thenext 6
daysinafieldin Somerset listeningto music, getting
muddy and having the odd pint or two of hot apple
juicesowould not really beinapositionto arrange
thingsin advance. However, whilesat in my muddy
field thingsonthetransport front started |ooking up.
NWPG had approached the WRG board about the
cost of insuring NJF for the summer, asthey needed
aminibusfor their summer camp onthe Wey and
Arun Canal. With London WRG a so agreeing to
chipinwehad an additional insured minibusfor the
summer. Now all we needed wasadriver. After
much discussion Nigel agreed to get thetrain to
London on Friday evening and drive the minibus
downto theaccommodeation (whichisonly 30 min-
utesor sofromwhereNigd lives). Martinhad dso
agreed to get thetrain down on Saturday night rather
than drive down, so that NJF could travel back up
to London on the Sunday.

DuetoNigd’ sfamily commitments(something about
thechildrenredlly wanting to see Shrek 2—of course
Nigel showednointerest at al, yer right!!) themeet-
ing time was changed to 8pm in front of the Post
Box on Waterloo Station concourse. At 8.02pm
Nigel camestrolling up and from there Sally, Nigel
and myself started off on our epic tour of South
London. With Martin’s (and Transport for Lon-
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don’ sadvice) that it took only about 15 minutesby
bus to get to East Dulwich we set off in a Black
Cabto makethejourney, thinking to savesometime.
Twenty minutes|ater we pulled up alongside NJF
having seemedtotakeafairly indirect route (“ South
of theriver thistimeof night guv, you must bejok-
ing” had struck again). After pickingup Ledey, the
keysand NJF (not literally apart from the keys) we
set off totry tofind the A3. After visiting someof
the nicer and not so nice spots of South London
(Dulwich Villageand Brixton) we managed towork
our way totheA3 and thejourney beganin earnest.
The Guildford junction of theA3 cameand went as
we continued ontheA3to get to Nigel’ shouseto
pick up hiskit for theweekend.

: .' S i- - :..1"":.""-. .i;'-.'.-
W rron S REH
Lesley and John breaking up therubble (Nigel
Lee)
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Running like awell-oiled machine Nigel’ swife
(Jackie) was there to hand him over his coffee
and kit and to see us of f — she seemed quite keen
toget rid of Nigel for theweekend, something to
do with an American warship in Portsmouth har-
bour and lots of American sailors milling about.
With Lesley looking nervously at her watch we
set off cross-country to find the accommodation
inPlaistow. At 10.55pm we pulled up in front of
thevillage pub and Lesley fairly bolted out to get
to the bar beforetimewascalled. Weall trooped
into the pub to be met by Richard T and Sleepy
Dave. After aquick pint weturned up at the hall
to find Marcus asleep in the front of his Land
Rover. At thispoint it turned out that nobody
had collected the key for the hall so Nigel and |
set off to find abungalow called “Chumleigh”.
Fortunately for usit turned out to bethefirst bun-
galow we cameto so we quickly returned to the
hall and opened up the accommodation. After
unloading all of the necessary kit theregular late
night toast eating started —albeit with Sally and |
looking on anxioudly asweweren't surewewould
have enough bread for breakfast and lunch the
following day if thetoast eating continued. Due
totheinitial lack of transport and also the effort
involvedingettingitto NJF Sally had initialy only
carried out ashop for Saturday’ s breakfast and
lunch. Finally, common sense prevailed and eve-
rybody went to get their heads down for afew
hours.

Saturday morning saw me rudely awakened by
the theme from the film about the “ 633 Squad-
ron”. If | had to get up early to make breakfast
for everyonel wasat least going to passon some
of the misery. Unfortunately, breakfast took
dightly longer than | planned dueto an intermit-
tently working grill and alack of cooking oil.
However, after someimprovisation breskfast was
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cooked and the hordes (well 7 WRGies) fed.
After preparing thelunch (just ahint: don’t ask
Daveto grate cheese for the sandwiches) it was
off to thework site, which for thisweekend was
the Haybarn site where we were demolishing, the
bridge last timewe worked onthe W & A. We
met up with John Gerard and thelocal organiser
Graham, and promptly started moving plant and
equipment down to the actual site. Fortunately,
thelandowner has started putting in somedrain-
age sothesitewasabit lesswaterlogged than on
our last visit (at least for thetimebeing). Thelist
of tasksfor theweekend included compl eting the
demoalition of the existing bridge and abutments;
grading an accesstrack down to the site, break-
ing up the rubble from the demolished bridgeto
use asroad base, removing therust from the con-
tainer on siteand painting it, and collecting tools
and equipment from Tickners.

Whilst Marcus got to work moving the RSJsthat
wefreed last time out of the way and then using
the pecker to free the last RSJ, Richard T and
Davetravelled up to Tickner’ sHeath to start the
task of collecting the plant. Lesley and | started
to break up the rubble with the sledgehammers
whilst John, Nigel and Sally piled up the debris.
Unfortunately, Lesley must have misinterpreted
theinstruction “ please break the rubblewith the
dedgehammer” into* please break the dedgeham-
mer with therubble” as she proceeded to break
two sledgehammers over the course of the week-
end.

With the RSJ freed Marcus turned his and the
excavator’ sattention to the grading of the access
track, ably supported by Nigel and his dumper.
Sally and myself started up the compressor and
got down to demolishing the bridge abutment us-
ing theroad breakers. With thearrival back on
site of Richard and Dave and the Burco nearly
boiling (for thefirst timethat lunchtime) | set of f
to Tickner’sfor the next epic run to shift tools
and equipment for the summer camp at the site.
Duringmy visit| received aphonecall from Nigel
asking for some more sledgehammersdueto the
firstinstalment of Lesley’ shammer breaking ex-
ploits.
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Onmy returnfrom Tickner’s| expected to seea
sitefull of activity with lunch having long since
finished. Theonly problem was that lunch had
had to be delayed due to some idiot not having
checked that the Burco wasfull before putting it
onfor lunch (can’t possibly have been my fault,
honest!!). Thismeant that lunch had not long been
finished and the WRGieswerejust settling into
their afternoon tasks. Marcus had almost com-
pleted the grading of the accesstrack and Rich-
ard T and Davewere now at work using theroad
breskers. Ledey, Sally and John were busy break-
ing up and shifting the rubble, and Nigel was at
homein hisdumper. One problem that arose on
our returnfrom Tickner’ swasthat thetrack had
not been graded to asufficient width for the mo-
bile crane and low loader that must travel down
it. At thispoint though the weather intervened
and the heavens proceeded to open turning the
wholesiteinto amud bath. Thankfully, the new
container on site had yet to be cluttered with es-
sential toolsand equipment, but instead had plenty
of roomfor sheltering WRGies. Thispretty much
set the pattern for the remainder of the afternoon
with thework being carried out between heavy
rainfalls (and with Sally having to take anim-
promptu break to sew up the splitin her trousers
caused when she bent over).

Working
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By 6pm most of us had had enough for oneday so
wetidied away thetool sand equipment and headed
off inNJFto Sainsbury’ sto buy therest of thefood
for the weekend. Once we had bought the food
and got back to the hall the delights of the accom-
modation wereto comeinto play. Thisisone of
thoserarevillage hallsthat have showersand they
were gppreciated to thefull by the WRGiesbefore
dinner (even Marcus had a shower). Sally and
Marcus had offered to cook the Saturday medl, a-
though they were particularly coy about what ex-
actly they were going to cook. However, although
alittlelate dueto the delaysin getting thefood and
getting back to the accommodation the* Toad-in-
the-Hole” was greatly appreciated and the garlic
mash done to just the right WRGie proportions
(about enough garlicto knock out unsuspectinglo-
calsfrom 10m). At 9.30pm Dave and myself set
off in NJF for another cross-country jaunt to pick
up Martinfromalocal station after hisepicjourney

London WRG News
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back from the Saul Festival. On our returnto the
accommodation it was off to the pub to samplethe
local brew. Thevillage pub seemto havearelaxed
view on licensing hours (or aslow clock) and we
managed tofit in areasonable amount of drinking
before having to leavethe pub. Back at theaccom-
modeation pineappleand ice cream was had before
peopleturnedinfor thenight.

Breakfast was again prepared by me on the Sun-
day morning dthough at adightly earlier timeasthe
hall had to be cleared by 9.30am for use by aplay
group or somesuch. For oncewewereal up and
out of the hall having packed our kit and tidied the
accommodation by 9.15am and headed off to site.
Therainsof the previousdays, aswell asthetrips

Andy and Sal destroying thelast of the bridge
(Nigel Lee)
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upit by thecana trust’ sLand Rover, had turned the
nicely graded track into abit of aquagmire, although
itwasstill inabetter state than on our previousre-
cent visit. Thework progressed pretty much asit
had done on the Saturday, except that thistimewe
had atemperamental compressor hosewhich even-
tudly gave up theghost mid-afternoon. By thisstage
Sally wasdecorating the site container with apolka
dot patternto cover therust spots (after having out-
done her efforts of the previousday to put aneven
bigger splitin her trousers), Ledey and Martinwere
hard at work trying to break up therubbleand Dave
wasprofiling thespoil fromthetrack grading to pro-
vide an accessroutefor from oneside of the canal
to the other under theinstruction of Marcus. The
rest of uswere busy doing whatever other jobsthere
wereto be done. The afternoon was punctuated
with avisit from Graham Hawke of NWPG who
was checking on our progress ahead of NWPG's
camp during thesummer. However, astheday and
therain wore on the heads on site started to drop.
With noreal prospect of making anymoresignifi-
cant progress we called a halt to the work about
4.30pm and proceeded to clear up the site. Most
of therubble had been cleared fromthebridge hole
(with the exception of onelarge pieceof concrete
that Marcus just couldn’t manage to move), the
track had been graded (although only to a2.3m
width), the container wasnicely decorated and most
of the concrete had been broken out onthefar abut-
ment. Oncesitehad beentidied it wasback tothe
accommodationto pick up thevehicles, get changed
and drop thekeysfor thehall off. Therethenfol-
lowed apretty uneventful journey back to London,
adedwithanamaost inexhaustiblesupply of chicken
sandwichesleft over from lunch.

My thanksto all thosewho turned up (Nigel, Saly,
Marcus, Dave, Richard T, John G Ledey and Mar-
tin), especialy Nigel and Martinfor putting them-
selvesout to drive NJF to and from thedig, Sally
for doing the shopping and, along with Marcus,
cooking dinner on Saturday night. My gpologiesto
Martinfor causing himto misstheexcitement at the
Saul Fegtival on Saturday night. | hopethat al who
turned up had agood dig and weren' t too disheart-
ened by thework and weather.

Andy Richardson
London WRG News



London WRG
DEES

For uptodateinformation check theLondon WRG
web pages.
www.london.wrg.org.uk

List

WorkingParties: Trangport avallable Friday eveningin the London WRG minibus; meet by thepost
box outside Costa Coffee at Waterloo station; normally at 19:00 but may be
earlier or later depending on distance. Contact Tim, Martin or Ledey for details.

Date L ocation Organiser
11-12/9/04  LichfidddCand Sal Nutt
2-3/10/04 Hereford & Gloucester Cand, joint with NW Marcus Jones
23-24/10/04 DigDeepontheWilts& BerksCana Tunji Fdeye
6-7/11/04 WRG Bonfire Bash, Grantham Cand Centrally Booked
4-5/12/04 KESCRG/LWRG XmasDig, Dauntsey -

15-16/1/05 TBA Moose & Maria
5-6/2/05 Uttoxeter Canal, Froghall Andi Kewley
26-27/2/05 TBA EdWaker
12-13/3/05 BCN Cleanup AileenButler

Note: Digsmarked “Dig Deep” are on projectswherework isbeing co-ordinated under the Dig Deep
Initiative, aschemeinvolving oursalves and four other mobile groups (Essex WRG, NWPG KESCRG
andWRGBITM).

Social Gatherings: Tuesday night, normally 11 daysbeforeeachdigi.e,
7" September (4 days before dig), 21% September, 12" October, 26" Octaober,
239 November etc. at the Star Tavern (upstairsroom) Belgrave MewsWest,
behind German Embassy on Chesham Place, from about 19.30till 23.00. Extra
Sociason 39 August (GBBF) and 10" August (Star Tavern)

Other Events:
3/8/04 ExtraSocid at Great British Beer Festival, Olympia. -
4/8/04 NawviesAssembly, 7pm, London Canal Museum -

28-30/8/04  Nationa WaterwaysFestival, Burton-on-Trent -
3-5/9/04 Dorset Steam Fair -
9-10/10/04  Tool PaintingWeekend (TBC) Moose & Maria
26/12-1/1 WRG New Year camp, Wilts& Berks -

Whoto contact:

London WRG Co-ordinator: Tim Lewis, 5 Herongate Road, Wanstead, London E12 5EJ
Phone: 020-85300425 E-mail: im@timlewisorg.uk

Enquiries: Martin Ludgate or Ledey McFadyen, 35 Silvester Road, London SE22 9PB

Phone: 020-86933266 E-mail: martin.ludgate@wrg.org.uk
London WRG NewsEditor: Ed Walker, 31 Cedar Drive, Hullbridge, Essex. SS5 6JE
Phone: 01702-231129/07887-568029  E-mail: ed.waker@wrg.org.uk
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Bonfire

Bash

Grantham Canal, 6-7" November 2004

For thosawho haven't been on onebefore, theBonfire
Bashisour annua end-of-season get-together and mgjor
work party. Usudly well over 100volunteersturnupand
goendaweskendhdpingtogiveacand reoraionproject
ahigpush- aswdl asgpendingthe Saturday night having
abigparty andgettingtogether withdl thefolkswe vemet
on Cand Campsthissummer and peoplefromthere-
giond groupsthat wehaven't seenfor ages andgenerdly
havingagoodtime.

It scaledaBonfireBashbecause(g) it sconveniently dose
toBonfireNight andwesometimesmark thiswithgppro-
priatecd eorationsand (b) thework usudly involvessorub-
dearance..whichusudly meanshigbonfiresonste

Butevenif wecan't guaranteetosupply any borfiresat dl,
wedlill cal itaBorffireBash, andwecandill gueranteethet
itwill beagoodweskend.

Having basheddl theavailablescrubin pagt yearsonthe
Wilts& Berks Baangsoke, Wey & Arun, Manchester
Bolton& Bury anddsawhere, wemoveto pastures(or
jungles) newthisyear: theGrantham Canal.

Work: Exact ddtallsof thestearedill baingworked out,
butitlookslikethework will betheusud scrubandtree

Purpose Bathof thelengthsof cand thet wearelikely to
beworkingonareonthe' dry section’ towardsthewes-
ernend of thecand. With sectionsof cand dready re-
doredandinwater near theeestern (Grantham) end, do-
ingsomesariousdearancework a thewest endwill not
only preparetheway for futurere-watering of thislength
too, but shouldasoencouragethel ocd authoritiesindud-
ingNattinghamshireCounty Coundl totekeaninterestin
supporting (and maybefunding) somemorerestoration
work onther part of thecand.

Accommaodation: We veprovisondly iderntifiedalarge
villagehd| a Colston Bassit thet should bebigenoughto
dothejob, andisconvenient for thework Stes. Itaso-
accordingtothelocd cand sodety - hestheadded trac-
tionof ared depubwithinS0yards dthoughl expectthet
we [l makeour ownarangementsfor entertainment and
beer onthe Saturday night.

Booking: If youwanttocometotheBonfireBash, please
fill inthebooking form oppositeand send it off to heed
officewithyour cheque

Full detalsindudingjainingingrudionswill besantassoon
aswehavethemtoeveryonewhobooksin. Further infor-
mationindudingconfirmationof accommodetionwill gp-
peer onthewebstewwwwr g.or guk andinthenextissue
of Nawies - but please don't wait till then beforeyou
book! If you know youwant to come(andyou do, don't
you?) ssndyour forminrightaway - themorepeoplethat
book inearlier, thebetter ideawehaveof how many peo-
plearecoming, andtheeeder itisfor ustoplanthewesk-
endtomakesureyoudl haveenoughwork, enoughfood,
suitableaccommocdtion, andeverythingd sethatwill meke
thisaweskendtoremember.

MartinLudgate

dearancefromthebed of thecar
nd, withtwolengths, bothabout
helf amilelong, havingbeeniden
tified asposshilities Wedreedy
havepamissontodearonelagth
near Cropwel| Butler (dloseto
wherethelagt Grantham Candl
Campdearedoutaflight of three
locksin2002), andwearelook-
ingat dsotacklingasscond sec-
tionnear Coldon Bast.

Nottingham

Cotgrave

p
The Grantham Canal 1797-1936: 33 miles, 18 locks

:Y-N River Trent

\

Cropwell Butler Grantham

Colston

Woolsthorpe
Bassett

Belvoir Castle

Hickling

J
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WRG Reunion Bonfire Bash 2004

| would like to attend the 2004 WRG Bonfire Bash on the Grantham Canal on
November 6th-7th

Forename: Surname:

Address:

D
3
)

hone:

P
Any special dietary requirements?

| require accommodation on Friday night/ Saturday night/ both nights
| enclose payment of £ (please make cheques payable to ‘WRG’) for food
(costis £10 for the whole weekend, based on £2 for each meal.)

How will you be travelling to the Bonfire Bash?

I Do you want to work with volunteers from one of this year's Canal Camps or from one
: of the regional groups? If so, which camp or group?

I Do you suffer from any illness, such as epilepsy or diabetes, about which you
I should know, or are you receiving treatment or under medical supervision for any
: condition YES/NO If yes, please attach details on a covering letter.

: In the unlikely event that you should be injured, who should we contact?

I Name: Phone:

: Signed:

: (parent’s signature also required if aged under 18):

: Please send this form to:

I Bonfire Bash Bookings, WRG, PO Box 114, Rickmansworth WD3 1ZY

----------------------------------J
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Theusud fundraising activities, here Daverunsthe Splat-The-WRGiestd| (Tim Lewis)
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