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From
The

Editor

Spring again, the AGM has been and gone and
we arelooking at the fully loaded working boat
that is Canalway Caval cade fast approaching us.
(I would say juggernaut but thisisacana maga-
zine!) If itispossible, London WRG are even
moreinvolved thisyear than |ast, not content with
hel ping with site services, running waterspace,
decorating aboat and running two stallsand the
WRG information stand, we have been volun-
teered to help run the WOW (Wild Over Water-
ways) activitiesover the course of the weekend.
Soif anyonefedslike helping out |zzy Gascoigne
and Richard“ Cool” Worthington with the events
then turn to page 4.

Apart from Caval cade planning thisis quite a
packed issue, we have the minutes of the AGM
and threedig reportsinside. It sgood to see that
weare still turning out large numbers of people
for thedigs; | believe there were amost 25 peo-
ple on the Basingstoke dig three weeks ago!
Which bringsmeto the WRG Barn Dance, which
was supported by usaswell, one WRG stalwart
said to me “| don’t recognise those people but
they must be members of London WRG asthe
bar isfivedeep!” Serioudy it wasagreat evening,
many thanksto Bushbaby for organising theevent.

| think that’s about it for me for a few more
months, I” d better get back to organising Caval-
cade and doing my PhD.

Ed Walker

London WRG website:

www.|london.wrg.org.uk
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London WRG Curry Trip

Thetraditional London WRG Caval cade curry
trip will be happening on Saturday 1% May, at
present it isplanned that wewill hit the same curry
housethat served ussowell last year, assuming it
passesthesitevisit. Therewill beatight limit on
the numbersthe restaurant can accommodate, so
can peopl e please contact me (contact detailson
page 14) if they would liketo attend.

E-mail List

Toreiterate what was said at the London WRG
AGM, please can people bevery careful when
replying to e-mailsfrom the London WRG e-mall
list, just hitting reply will cause your (possibly
personal) e-mail to be sent to the 90 odd people
onthelist! Unlessyou are sureyou want to send
it tothelist please compose an of f-list message
to the sender.

WRG Training Weekend

Once again British Waterways Heritage Skills
Centreat Hatton has provided asitefor our train-
ing weekend and once again Ali Bottomley has
volunteered to bethe WRG leader for the week-
end, which will be held on 8-9" May.

Requestsfor booking formsand other enquiries
shouldgotoAli Bottomley at 53 Redgrave Close,
St James' sVillage, Gateshead NE8 3JD.
Phone: 07719 643870

e-mail: a.bottomleyl@gateshead.org

WRG Driver Authorisation Scheme

Asyou may have seen from“Navvies’ thereisa
large shake up in the WRG driver authorisation
schemein progress and we all need to reapply
for our authorisations. To go with thisweneedto
submit a counter-signed copy of our driver’sli-
cense, both Tim Lewisand Martin Ludgate are
authorised to counter-sign these. Further details
of the changes and adownloadable form can be
found at:

http://www.wr g.org.uk/driverauth.htm
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Cavalcade Needs
Youl!

Asyou may or may not know Canalway Caval-
cadeat Little Veniceisswiftly approaching. With
the 1-39 May not that far away itistimefor meto
appedl for volunteersfor theweekend.

Asusua wewill be entering the Pageant of Deco-
rated Boats on Saturday afternoon. This year's
themeis Steaming Ahead so get your thinking
capson.

In addition to the usual fabulous Canals Tombola
that London WRG runweared so running the popu-
lar “ Splat-the-wrgie” gameagain. Aslast year we
will be splitting the profits between London WRG
and the WRG “Right Tool for the Right Job Ap-
pea”, letsseeif we can beat last years £850 total!

More details are on the website http://
www.wr g.or g.uk/appeal .htm

Thedtall will bepretty smilar tolast yearswiththe
two gamesand lots of information and |eaflets so
we can persuade the public into donating. Wewill
be running both stallson the Sunday and Monday
of theweekend and at | east the Canals Tombolaon
the Saturday, subject tofinding volunteerstorunit!

So | amthereforelooking for volunteersfor thefol-
lowing.

Saturday from about 9am to help decorate our
boat

Saturday, Sunday and Monday to help man (or
woman) both of thestalls.

All volunteersfor any or dl of thistimeareextremely
welcome. | would bevery grateful if you can either
drop meanemail or givemearingtolet meknow
what time you can offer to these fabul ous causes,
s0| can ensureateaand biscuitssupply!

London WRG News
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Additionally we have TWO extra socialsto plan
our boat entry, these will be held on Tuesday 20"
April,intheStar Tavern, Belgrave MewsWest and
Wednesday 28" April, inthe Warwick Castle Pub
on Warwick Place (map below), both starting at
19.30. Finaly therewill also betheusual London
WRG curry housetrip onthe Saturday night, con-
tact Ed Walker to book your (very limited) place.

| look forwardto the offersflooding in! Also any
suggestionsor questionslet me know.

Thanks

S

sallynutt@hotmail.com
07764 902863
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WOW needsYOU!

Yes, thisisabegging message! WhileKirstenis
on maternity leave, | am the WOW events co-
ordinator and | need your help. 1 amlooking for
volunteersto help out with WOW kids' activities
at Canalway Cavalcadeand wouldloveitif some
of you could give me a couple of hours of your
time during the weekend.

You don’t have to commit to the whole week-
end, or even afull morning or afternoon (although
| certainly won'’t turn down anyone that wants
to!), and | promise not to make you staplethings
constantly for several hoursat once. There’'sa
variety of thingsto do—including non-arty ac-
tivities- and if you’ d rather not actually do an
activity | could also do with ahand just making
surethingsare running smoothly and that every-
one’' sgot enough squash, glitter etc!

If youwouldliketohelpout, I’dreally realy ap-
preciateit and you never know, you might actu-
aly enjoy it! We can even reimburse expenses,
so you won’t be out of pocket. Please let me
know if you can come along —my contact details
are

| zzy Gascoigne
Emalil —
isabelle.gascoi gne@br itishwaterways.co.uk

Phone — 01606 723829

Mobile—07919 332295
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(The Right Hog for the Right Roast\

Hog Roast in aid of The Right Tool for
the Right Job

Vegetarian Barbeque
Real Ale CashBar
Saturday 3@ April 2004

Aiming to eat between 4 & 8 pm (very
ish) but turn up any time from midday.

To be held at:

10 Reading Road, Woodley, Reading
RG5 3DB

Open house from Friday pm at:
33 Bulmershe Road, Reading RG1 5RH|

Tickets£7.50 “and it’s all for charidy,
nice” (well the appea anyway)

\_
For ticketsor directionscontact:

Nic Bennett 0118 926 7266 / 07977 397 841
njb@ntlworld.com

Or send an SAE to:

WRG Hog Roast, Dr & Mr Williamson, 79 Oakley
Road, Chinnor, Oxfordshire, OX394HR

If thereisenoughinterest aminibusmay berunfrom
London - Ed.

London WRG News



Wilts& BerksCanal, Pewsham, 17-18" January
2004

Friday

Asusual | hadto catch atrain at 6:15, and at 6:00 |
wasdlll packing. A find scrabblefor Suff and | wasoff
to Waterloo. A standard busjourney down: surreal
conversations (gophers?Natalie?), andlotsof radio
station searching for tracksto sing dongtoand then
argueabout theartistandtitle(Don't go by Yazool
think)

Oncetherewe set out on asearch for apub for our
typeof people-fill inyour own punchlinehere- and
succeeded by getting Andi to interrogate agroup of
locals. We soon found the pub we had been directed
toand it had theadded bonusof avideowal showing
amusic channel, not only wasthere the chancefor
someof usto embarrassoursalveswith our knowl-
edgeof early ninetiesmusic but you could sent text
messagestothedaionontheoff chancethat they would
show them. | don’t know if any of our messagesap-
peared but wedid Start rather near to the point wel eft.

Saturday

Ashasbecometraditionfor thisstewesarted theday
withalovey groll fromwhereweparked dl theway
to wherewewereworking carryingthetoadls it' sprob-
ably character building but | fill think it salongway.
Theareawewereworking on had previoudy had con-
tractorsinto build acyclepath and they had left aload
of treeslyinginthecand bed dongwith somethat may
have been blown down previoudy.

Within minutesof Bob getting on stewehad afire
goingandtheadditionof nicedry woodturneditintoa
largefirefollowed quickly by araginginferno.

| managed to continuemy tradition of injuring myself
onthissteby dashingopenmy fingersonalargebram-
blebush, luckily Dr. Moosewason cal toadminister
plastersand thrests.

Thefirg firegpawned severd othersbut dsomanaged
to continuein itsattemptsto be seen from space, dl
thetreesaroundit weregtarting to smoulder andit was
toasty anywherewithin about twenty feet.
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Working

Party
Reports

Lunch was declared so we trekked back to the
locksfor the usual chat and photos. M oose out-
lined some of hisplansfor the National and the
idea of alarge map board for planning attacks
and ambusheswas met with approval .

After lunch it was decided that wereally had to
cut down some of thelarge vertical branchesfrom
thefallen treesthat were starting to burn, some-
thing about us cutting them down being more con-
trolled, well that wasthe theory. The combina-
tion of very tall leaning branchesand only being
ableto saw for afew seconds before becoming
too hot mad for slow going at the start along with
someinteresting balancing acts provided enter-
tainment for the rest of us. Soon the area was
ringing to the sound of people shouting Timber;
occasionally early enough to be of somewarn-
ing, and even morefuel went onthefire.

OK, thisonenext?(Tim Lewis)
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Many bonus pointswere givento Claireover the
courseof theday in recognition of her blondeness,
far outdoing the pervious holder of the title,
Natalie.

Back to hall to clean up and relax before food
and pub, Natalie shocks us even more with the
suggestion that shewouldn’t be going out unless
shefinished her homework first; thisis probably
groundsfor her becoming brunette.

Tea courtesy of Maria and a crumble that was
something to do with Andi, enough crumblethat
there would be plenty for snacking later. We
headed back to the pub from the previous night,
more up to date music on thevideo wall, not nec-
essarily to everyone' staste but those who could
remember when music had proper word were
quite content to watch the scantily clad dancers
who populate most modern videos.

Sunday

Sunday morning’ sbrought stunning wegther, sunny
and crisp, perfect for more destruction and work
continued inthesame sort of way asnormal up until
anearlier than usua lunchto enable somepeopleto
leaveat abetter timefor them.

After eating some kind of unspoken agreement
seemed tolead to previously unseen levelsof work
asweall descended on oneareaand turneditinto
tiny burning pieces. In an effort to reduce wear and
tear on tools Ed resorted to pushing entiretreesover
with his bare hands while those around him also
managed to give theclichéd 110%.

Inorder to get back to London at areasonabletime
we packed up earlier and went back to the hall for
theusual ritua of packing andtidying.

Weall sorted ourselvesinto our variousforms of
transport and set of f for our respective homes se-
cure in the knowledge that we had done a good
weekendswork.

All theusua cheering and thanksto Moosefor be-
ingin chargevery successfully without resorting to
homicide, and to Mariafor feeding us al. Also
thanksto Bob' sblowtorch asfireighting would be
sodull without it.

Richard“ Cool” Worthington

ey

Thelatest London WRG kit purchase, anindustrial bottle opener! (Aileen Butler)
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Hereford & Gloucester shireCanal, 7-8th Feb-
ruary 2004

Our weekend sarted at thetoasty Y arkhill VillageHall
completewithwood sove, whichwasenoughtokesp
the pyrosamong usbusy al evening. Asthe nearest
pubwasabit of atrek away in an unknown direction,
the Lwrgieshad the perfect excuseto bring morebeer
than usud. How doyou doit guys?You must besub-
dituting dothesor something!

Theadded apped of theaccommodationwasthe two-
door’ chalenge. Itisalaw of theuniversethat if two
doorsare hung next to each other, wrgieswill try tofit
inthegap betweenthem. Theloud* crack’ and scream
‘Owmy ribs did not deter thenext challenger. And|
am surethat thelack of successonthepart of every-
onewill not Sop ustryingagainnexttime. ..

Wheat with the toveand thefood and the beer during
theevening, weweredl sconmedtingand | know that
by the next morning | waslooking forward to some
freshar. Andfreshitwas. Infact it wasveryfresh, a
least, outsideinthecar park it was, thestewasadif-
ferent matter. By thetimewegot there, nobody was
using theword ‘fresh’ anymore (more like fookin’
freezin’) aswescrambledto put onevery itemof doth-
ingwehad brought totry and keep out the bitter wind.
Itwasredly windy, and pretty unrdenting a that. On
theplussde, it gavel atsaof opportunity for puerile* wind
related jokessuchas* Ooher,isvtitwindy”, “Oops
sorry, rather too much Butcombe Gold last night” —
yougettheidea....

Theactua cand did not featurevery highly over the
weekend asthework was concentrated intheadjoin-
ingfield. Therehad been concernsthat thefield might
betoo flooded towork in, but apart fromafew pud-
dlestherewasnothing toworry about... soweset to
work building acompound for useby theloca cana
group.Asl understoodit, thefencing and hardcorefor
the compound wasfunded by theloca council, with
the agreement that thelocal cand groupwouldfind
volunteersto put it dl together. Thecand groupcould
then usethe compound for their own plant/toolSmeate-
ridsduringrenovaionof thecand, efter whichthecoun-
dl woulduseit for themsdves. Thefid dwill eventudly
houseaplayground/recregtion ares; which should hope-
fully incressethe useand gppreciation of the candl.
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Party
Reports

Over the two days we had umpteen truckloads of
hardcoreddliveredtothe stethat was shifted by Mar-
tininthe dumper (whowasdrivinglikeamanona
misson). Meanwhile, Marcusinan excaveator removed
thetopsoil between the compound and the gatesto
dlow for amoresolid driveto bemade. A whitegeo-
textilewasthenlaid (whichl think looksalot likesnow
inthepictures) with hardcoretotopit off. Sdly didthe
sameinsde the area of the compound, with Nigel
dumpering theexcesstopsoil awvay.

Thisleft therest of usthejob of putting together the
giant mechano st that wasto becomethesecurity fenc-
ingfor thecompound. Thefencingwasbrand new, so
thereweren’t even any panels, just bitsof meta and
lotsof balts. Theboltswerequitenifty (it don’t take
muchtoimpressme!) intheway thenutstightened up
and theend twisted off to makeit more secure. And
what withthecoldwind, wewerequiteliteraly ‘ freez-
ingour nutsoff’.

Thenaureof thefencemeant that thefour Sdesof the
compound had to meet up exactly so precise meas-
urement techniqueswereemployed (Ieft abit, righta
bit) and thefact thet it wasasemi-permanent Sructure
asomadeusabit morediligent (cueMooseand his
magneticlevd). Theend result wassomethingto be
proud of —it’ snot often that weget the chanceto build
somethingthisvisble Thefencedidn’texactly ‘ blend
in' tothefiddether soitwould havel ooked pretty neff
if it had beenwonky.

| n between jumping up and down to keep warm, we
huddled round theburcoto drink teaand get out of the
wind, but without much success—haveyou ever tried
toshdter 10 peoplebehind aburco?Clare spersond
solutionto combet coldwasto borrow asmany clothes
from asmany peopleaspossble. Her wardrobetally
a onepointwas Taz st-shirt, Ledi€ st-shirt, James
jeans, my fleece, my glovesand her brother’ sjacket.

ShewasabonafideMichdinman.
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By Sunday afternoon, thelast few loadsof hardcore
were being shifted into place so agroup of uswan-
dered over to the canal to inspect thework onthe
outfall that lwrg completed back inApril 2003. The
new brickwork culvert had blended wonderfully into
itssurroundings—so much in fact that wewalked
right passed it and ended up walking the towpath
twice. Having not seen it before, | was very im-
pressed with how it looked—amost likeit had been
there 100 years (100 yearsin the good way).

Allinal, asuccessful and enjoyableweekend. It's
just left to say thanksto Tim for organising, to Sal
for driving the buson the scenic route around Lon-
don, and to Mooseand Mariafor feedingusall.

LizWilson

“Right, where do yo ant it go n en?
Lewis)
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Basingstoke Canal, 28-29"" February 2004

With the barn dance, the pub quiz, snow and the
fire brigade visit, those who were expecting big
thingsfrom Dig Deep on the Basingstoke, were
definitely not disappointed. Ably led by Andi
Kewley - who by the way managed to recruit an
unsuspecting jogger who stumbled across the
WRG in progress - the weekend was awinner
for al involved. But weall know thereal winner
wastheold lady herself - the Basingstoke Canal.
See below for someinteresting historical factson
theold gal.

Theweekend' shighlights (for me) werethe Fri-
day night pub quiz with London WRG teams pick-
ing up first and second prizes. Twenty pounds
went to theanoraks...| mean * South of theRiver’,
while‘The Three Andy(i)sand aGilly’ scored a
bottle of red wine. Sadly the * Ambidextrous
Twitchers' (including me) finished inthemiddle
of thefield—not really knowing who wasthefirst
James Bond or which hand to useto twitch down
theanswers.

Theexcitement continued into the night with some
spontaneous rounds of explosivefartingto liven
things up, in between the snoring and burping
(sorry all - must have been the excitement of
identifying thelogosof thosefinancia ingtitutions).

On Saturday, after a delicious breakfast, we
headed to siteworking mainly around Lock 8 on
St John’ sFlight, pipelaying, concrete polishing
and scrub bashing. Ahyes, scrub bashing... the
sound of machete on blackberry bush chimingin
the delicate afternoon air, the armfuls of under-
growth feeding those hungry flames... Saturday’s
highlights (for me) also included discovering my
real callinginlife. Whichisdevising auniversal
colour co-ordinated system for crisp packets- a
bit like bringing the concept of the Euro to snack
foods. Wherel’m from asalt and vinegar packet
ispurple, plainisblueand chickenisgreen. Over
hereit’ slikeadifferent language. A co-ordinated
systemwould definitely avert any more near misses
with - heavenforbid - prawn cocktail! Other high-
lightsincluded watching some very hard work
being doneindeed.

London WRG News



For example one team Andy, John, Richard and
Sal were concrete polishing theinlet chamber for
aback pump. It was then painted later on with
waterproof paint to protect the concrete.

We also bashed the scrub clearing away bram-
bles, weeds, dead trees, some blossom trees and
vines. Moose and Maria’ s German Shepherd's
Bessand Mgjor also lent ahand with that.

Others like Nigel and Marcus dug and filled a
trench with excavators (except when Marcus
would stop totell other peopleto do somework).
Apparently over theweekend they laid four pipes
in total after first clawing out a2.5 metre cre-
vasse below candl level. Inthemeantime, theroad
gang put gravel on the towpath and packed it
downwitharoller. | must say driving aroller re-
ally suited Aileen who did agrand job flattening
out thegravel. Martin also supervised afew oth-
ersincluding myself ontheroller. | waspleased |
managed not toroll it into the canal, and wasvery
mindful of switching off the special compacting
function when it wasnot in use so it did not shake
itself intoahole.

And no onerealised let alone mentioned they’ d
missed atea break that afternoon...

Better still on Saturday night aminibusfull of us
went to the Dancesfor Tools, barn dance, while
some stayed back at the ranch. At the barn we
stripped the willows, slapped our thighs, upped
our knees and rolled pound coins at bottles of
hooch like there was no tomorrow. And who said
barn dancing was not a contact sport.

Thankfully, Andi drovetheminivanthereand back
and then was actually awake enough to make
breakfast the next morning. But those eggs did
look abit scrambled to me—maybethey’ d been
left hand cracked, right hand cracked, both hands
cracked, slap your knees. But | didn’t say any-
thing, | wasjust so grateful to be provided with
teaafter thewhole‘ missed teabreak fiasco’ the
previous afternoon.
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Sunday also brought another gruelling day of
shovelling gravel into the dumper for thetowpath,
chopping black berry bushes, pipe laying and
concrete polishing. Wewere even treated to some
snow. Then afew of uswent to another site —
called ‘sitetwo’ where not that long ago | was
told loads and loads of bracken and scrub had
been bashed right down to size by WRG. There,
we set to, chopping and burning saplings that
threatened afence near somelargefishing ponds.
| soon realised the need for thefence. One of the
fishermen wasvery friendly towards Leslieand
said hewas so lucky to see usclearing the site -
at least once every TEN years! Well | hopethe
fish are lucky enough to see him that often too.
Unfortunately whilethereAileen’schinwasaso
injured by some nasty undergrowth.

Back at ‘siteone’ for lunch, which alsoincluded
tea, thingswere hotting up.

That afternoon while we were scrub bashing a
freak ember from the bonfire must have been
blown by thewind and lodged itself intheivy high
up in adead tree beside the canal. It wasonly a
little blaze and it kept |ooking asthough it was
about to go out, but then it would flare up, smoke
abit, then die back until the next gust. Thefire
brigadewas called, interrupting John G’ sdumper
training, and caused amuch appreciated distrac-
tion, unfurling their hose to put out the firewith
canal water. Although, | can’t say the samefor a
few hearts.

So then once all thejobs had been done, it was
timeto roll out the wagon train back to London,
for more snow and some much needed tea.

A fun and productivedig.
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Someinformation on the Basingstoke Canal
TheBasngsioke Cand linksGreywe | in Hampshire
and Woodhamin Surrey. It wasbuilt between 1787
and 1794 - at acost of £154,463 almost twicewhat
wasegimeated. Itwasofficaly re-openedinMay 1991
by the Dukeof Kent.

It' s32 milesand 29locksarefully navigableand con-
nectstotheRiver Wey Navigation, whichinturnjoins
theRiver Thames. Mg or enginesring festuresarethe
mile-long cutting at Despeut, the1,000yard longAsh
Embankment, crossingthe Blackweter VValey onthe
Surrey/ Hampshire border and Greywell Tunnel at
1,230yardslong.

Built to take agricultura produce from North East
Hampshireto theL ondon marketsit proveditsworth
during the Napoleonicwarsproviding atransport a-
ternativeto coastal and Channel shipping craft when
the French navy crested havoc for shipsinthe Chan-
nd.

However, Woking did not exist beforethearrival of
cand in1791 andit developed asanagricultura cen-
trefor tanning and brewing.

Further growthintheareacamewhenthe SouthWes-
ernRailway, openedto Wokingin 1838. Resdentia
development flourished in 1852 when the London
Necropolisand Nationa Mausoleum Company bought
2,000 acresof thesurrounding land.

S John's hadathriving brick indugry inthe 18"and
19" centuriesandin 1878 England’ soldest cremato-
rium opened there before cremation becamelegd.

However, competitionfromtheralwaysinthe1840s
threatened thelivelihood of the cand and despitethe
building of Aldershot Campinthelate 1850s,in 1866
the company wasbankrupt.
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After thet it wasoperated by aseriesof entrepreneurs,
until WWI (1914-18) when it wasrun by theRoya
Enginearsand usedtoferry materidsand military dores
tothe Aldershot, Crookham and Degpcut Camps.

By the 1960sit had been so poorly maintainedit was
an eyesore and earmarked for development. How-
ever, campaigning residentsformed the Surrey and
Hampshire Cana Society and for sevenyearsfought
foritsrestoration. If nothing e seit provided auseful
drainegefadility. Ownershipisnow spilt 50/50 between
HampshireCounty Coundl and Surrey County Coundil.

About 25 of Britain’ s39 speciesof dragonfliesand
damsdfliesinhabit thecand with 92 speciesof aqueatic
plants.

Sources
BasngstokeCand Authority
http://mmwv.bas ngstoke-canal .co.uk/

Rushmoor Borough Coundil
http: /Amww.rushmoor.gov.uk/
index.cfm?articleid=442

Jean Sims

The pipelaying isstarting to get seriously deep!
(TimLewis)
London WRG News



Minutes for the London WRG AGM on 20"
January 2004

Present: Aileen, Allan, Andi, Andy Richardson, Andy
Roberts, Bob, Ed, Gilly, Helen, Lesley, Marcus,
Marig, Martin, Moose, Nigd, Sd, Suzie, Tim, Tunji.
Apologies: Bushbaby, Jean, Nat girl, Nerina
Chair: Tim,

Minutes. Andli

Matter sArising:

Bakingtrays 1 or 2 moreneeded, Mooseand Maria
havehad difficulty buyingthem. Martinsaidagrundy
tin has been donated so no probs.

Kniferoll —Sa -THANKS!! Queriesreamachete
roll??

Storage boxes- trial with transparent ones/ tur-
guoiseones—not v strong, weighty whenfilled. Blue
one—great. Hold off on buying any extrauntil we
know about future vehicle- but if anyone comes
acrossfreebie oneslikethe blue one!
Highvisvests—ok

1¢ aid kit Ledey hasbeen monitoring— THANKS!!!
Tobuy new gloves

Waders—2 setsviaMoose and Marcus, no more
needed.

Brick kit—Lesley to get pencil cases, brick ham-
mer —not got not needed.

Loppers—got

Sandwich board —seeAOB

FutureDig Dates:
See page 13 - Ed.

Kit/PurchasingActions
Timreportsthat LWRG financesareintheblack.

Catering

Burco -£200 decision not to purchase anew one
until we have anideaof the size of the new mini-
bus should we get it. Decision to make storage
boxes for the Burco if we buy a new one to
lengthenitslifespan. Bouncing aroundintheback
of thevanisnot doing it any good.

Teapot —ost! Lesley tofind

London WRG News

London WRG
AGM

Minutes

Heritagepainting tools- MKP, Martintoliaiseand
get them

Pointing trowels— Sal to look out for smaller ones
and buy someif she seesthem.

Pencil cases—Lesley to buy x3for the brick kits
Blade protectors— (axe x2, machete x2) Sal and
Ledeytoliaise

Machete- Ed to buy 2

Potato peeler —Aileen to buy

Safety Equipment

Goggles—Marcusto check and replace
Gloves- consideration for abulk buy to take place
aswe all need them and it will be cheaper than
buying themindividually -Sal tolook into.

First aid kit - thanksto Lesley for keeping track
of items.

Publicity

Congratulationsto thewhole of LWRG- wehave
recruited from friends and camps over the last
year and our numbers are so good that we are
ableto do asizeable amount of work on week-
ends, and have even agreed an extradig thisyear!

One issue may be having too many people for
sites, and weekend organizers need to be aware
of thiswhen discussing work with local societies.
General consensus that LWRG do not want to
limit numbers on digs so we need to make sure
we get enough ‘jobsonthelist’ for weekends, or
overspill jobs/ sites.

Other options maybe to do moretraining (plant,

bricklaying etc) or tool painting on weekends
where no additional work ispossible.
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London WRG
AGM

Minutes

Sandwich Board

Moose and Mariahave got them painted and ready
for wording, oncewording hasbeen agreed. Also
need to agreeleaflet / cards pouch etc.

Plan draughtson email — proof reading at the next
dg

Writing to be put on the board —

Apped for ‘artistic’ personto offer to do|ettering!

Ready, available, great advertisement and aready

inuse

- thenew andimproved LWRG T-shirt!! —well
done Sal, Ed and MK 2 (ordersto Sal)

- the LWRG card—Well done Ed (obtainable
from Ed)

Useof Volunteer Bureau’'s

Andi has not been very successful -Un-expected
obstacle LWRG and WRG isunique and doesn'’ tfit
easily into Volunteer Bureaus' scategories. Asre-
cruitment hasnot been anissuerecently not givena
high priority. Andi to continueto look into.

Some suggestions of Pressreleases/ publicity via
canal societiesif articlesareforthcoming.

Fundraisng
Thanksto Paulafor her work as LWRG treasurer

Main sourceof incomeviatheL.ittle Venicefestival
— gpecial thanksin advance to Ed’ s parentswho
have agreed to manthe stal when LWRGieswill be
elsawhere, maximizing possibleprofits

AOB 1.

Following discussionsat thetool painting weekend,
proposal to review LWRG health and safety sup-
port measures.
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Proposal Summary:

Tofind waysof ensuring that each LWRG week-
end organizer hasthefollowing information avail-
ablerelating to thevolunteerson their weekend:

- Emergency contact details

- Medicd inforelevantto LWRG activities (a-
lergies, relevant medica conditions, etc)

- Additiond ‘helpful’ info, medical or otherwise
if individua swishto havethe opportunity for it
to be recorded

- Useful local info—directionstoA& E, nearest
hospitd etc.

Thanksto Sal for her work giving possible exam-
plesof forms/ proceduresto promote discussion
and help usvisuaizehow weachievethis.

Lotsof discussion rethe above: How LWRG pro-
ceduresfitinwith WRG Centra procedures. Gen-
eral consensusthat in principa it would begoodto
review our current practices and that thereis not
enough timeat theAGM to cometo aconclusion
giventherangeof different views TousetheLWRG
email asaforum for discussionto movethisproc-
esson.

AOB 2.

Reviewing WRG priceof aweekend it hasbeen £6
for 10years. On abreakdown of £1 for breakfast
and lunch and £2 for the Sat evening medl.

Agreement to adjust it accordingly:
Breakfast and lunch - £1:50
Dinner - £2

Total - £8 per full weekend

AOB 3.

Useof theemail list—particularly for non-wrgre-
lated chit chat —some complaintsfrom members of
themailing list unhappy withthehighvolumeof mail
they haveto sift through. Suggestion of not using
the‘reply toal’ when replying to personal emails.
Alsofor theonusto beon the personusingthelist
for persond stuff to remind readersto reply tothem
individudly. Edtoinvestigate puttingalinemessage
reminding peoplethat their email will besent out to
thewholeligt unlessthey reply individudly. Generd
support for thisto happen.

London WRG News



Other
Thanksto Edfor sterlingwork with LWRG Newd!!!
Tim'sWebsite— Thanksto Tim for thisgreat ar-
chivel!

Minibus movements— group note that the asser-
tionsat thelast AGM:

“That the minibus should beready to |leave Water-
loo by 7pm (unlessthereis an adjustment by the

London WRG
AGM

Minutes

Seemsto beworking on thewhole- thanksto all

weekend organizer - usually by only 15minseither  who support making thiswork.
side of 7pm.) that LWRG should aimto havethe
minibus back at Waterloo no later than 8pm. This Andi Kewley
will requiretheweekend organizer to take account
of thejourney timeback into London and plan ac-
cordingly”
Future Dig Dates:
2004 Where Organiser
7/8" Feb H& G —-Aylesford Tim
28/29" Feb Basingstoke Andi,
20/21*March BCN Cleanup Aileen
17/18" April H&G Rick A
1-39 May LittleVenice S5 |
15/16"May  Wey & Arun Nigd
5/6" June Lichfidd Andy Roberts
340 July Wey & Arun Andy Richardson
4 week gap for thesummer
31 July/1%Aug TBA poss Cromford/ Allan Scott
Chesterton/ Grantham/ (Marcustoinvestigate)
Melton & Oakham
11/12" Sept Cddon S5 |
2/3 Oct H&G Marcus (Possjoint dig with NW)
23/24™ Oct Wilts& Berks Tunii
6/7" Nov BonfireBash Central booking
4/5" Dec Dauntsey KESCRG/LWRG Xmasdig
LWRG Xmasparty
2005
15/16™ Jan TBA Mooseand Maria
5/6" Feb TBA Andi
26/27" Feb TBA Ed
12/13"March  BCN Cleanup Ailen

London WRG News
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London WRG
For uptodateinformation check theLondon WRG
Dates webpages

www.london.wrg.org.uk

List

WorkingParties: Transport available Friday evening inthe London WRG minibus, meet by the post
box outside Costa Coffee at Waterloo station; normally at 19:00 but may be
earlier or later depending on distance. Contact Tim, Martinor Ledey for details.

Date L ocation Organiser
17-18/4/04  Hereford & Gloucester Canal RickAnsl
15-16/5/04  Dig DeepontheWey & Arun Nigd Lee
5-6/6/04 LichfieldCand Andy Roberts
3-4/7/04 DigDeepontheWey & Arun Andy Richardson
31/7-1/8/04 TBA Allan Scott
11-12/9/04  TBA Sal Nutt
2-3/10/04 Hereford & Gloucester Canal Marcus Jones
23-24/10/04 DigDeepontheWilts& BerksCand Tunji Fdeye
6-7/11/04 WRG BonfireBash Centraly Booked
4-5/12/04 KESCRG/LWRG XmasDig, Dauntsey -

15-16/1/05 TBA Moose & Maria
5-6/2/05 Caldon Cand Andi Kewley

Note: Digsmarked* Dig Deep” are on projectswherework isbeing co-ordinated under the Dig Deep
Initiative, aschemeinvolving ourselvesand four other mobile groups (Essex WRG NWPG KESCRG
andWRGBITM).
Social Gatherings: Tuesday night, normally 11 daysbeforeeachdigi.e,
6" April, 4" May, 25" May etc. at the Star Tavern (upstairsroom) Belgrave
MewsWest, behind German Embassy on Chesham Place, from about 19.30till
23.00. ExtraSocialson 20" April (Star Tavern) and 28" April (Warwick Castle)

to organise Cavalcade.
Other Events:
3/3/04 Right Tool Hog Roast Nic Bennett
1-3/5/04 Canalway Cavalcade, LittleVenice Sal Nutt
8-9/5/04 WRG TrainingWeekend Centraly Booked

28-30/8/04  National WaterwaysFestival, Burton-on-Trent -

Whoto contact:

London WRG Co-ordinator: Tim Lewis, 5 Herongate Road, Wanstead, London E12 5EJ
Phone: 020-085300425 E-mall: im@timlewis.org.uk

Enquiries: Martin Ludgate or Led ey McFadyen, 35 Silvester Road, London SE22 9PB

Phone: 020-86933266 E-mail: martin.ludgate@wrg.org.uk
London WRG NewsEditor: Ed Waker, 4 Westhorpe Road, Putney, London. SW15 1QH
Phone: 020-87859976 / 07887-568029 E-mail: ewadker@imperid.ac.uk
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London WRG

T-Shirts

The London WRG T-shirt range has expanded once again, hooded sweatshirts
are now available! Get your order in soon to have yours by Cavalcade!

T-Shirts (Front: Design) : £8
Sweatshirts (Front: Design) : £15
Long Sleeved T-Shirts (Front: Design) : £10
Polo Shirts (Back: Design, Front: Sm WRG logo) : £13
Hooded Sweatshirt (Bk: Design, Ft: Sm WRG logo) : £21

Colours: Red, Black, Navy, Green, Grey,
Purple (T-Shirt or Sweatshirt Only). (Design White)
Sizes. S, M, L, XL, XXL

What? Size? | Colour? No? Cost?

Total Cost:

Name:

Contact Phone Number:

Delivery Address:

(Orders will be distributed at Socials/Digs where possible)

Please make cheques payable to Sally Nutt
Please send completed form to Sally Nutt, LWRG T-Shirts,
21A Lena Gardens, London W6 7PY (07764 902863)

-----------\
\----------_/

/
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Theversatility of London WRG, above barn dancing (dancefor tools, Tim Lewis) and below hill
walking (Scafell Pike, Ed Walker)
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