MKk2 trimming back thewoodwork (Froghall, Ed Walker)
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From
The

Editor

Wl I'm back inlab again after arather excellent
New Year camp, many thanksto Mooseand Mk2
for leading it and Harri T for thegreat food. The
camp was spent clearing scrub fromtheMon and
Brec Canal, mainly (while | was there) on 14
locks, which was the site of the 2002 Bonfire
Bash; it’safar nicer areathough whenitisnot
raning!

New Year istraditionally atime of contemplation
and we have quite a bit to look back on, 2003
hasbeen an excellent year for London WRG, lots
of new volunteers, very good digs and an excel-
lent Cavalcadefund raising effort. Looking for-
ward to 2004 we have alot of TBA'sinthe dates
list and to sort thisout we havethe AGM inonly
afew daystime. Thiswill beheldinthe Star Tav-
ern, the new location for London WRG socials,
further detailson page 3 andif youwant asay in
what we are going to do then come along!

Apart fromthe AGM detailsthisissue also con-
tainsdig reportsfrom the Wiltsand Berksdig and
the KESCRG/LWRG Christmasdig, beer festi-
val trip detailsand abooking form for the annual
BCN Cleanup, whichisbeing ably organised by
Aileen Butler again.

Seeyou at theAGM,

Ed Walker

London WRG website:

www.|ondon.wrg.org.uk
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Matt’sOff Again!

Y ep, after pending afew yearsback inLondon Mait
Taylor headed overseas again on 29" December, p-
parently heisgoingto ThallandandAudrdia. ..again!
| hopeyouwill joinmeinwishinghimafuntripandhe
should beback with usinabout ayear.

Training

Asthejobsthat London WRG get asked to do are
becoming moreand moretechnica wearestartingto
rely on specialist skillsthat only afew peopleinthe
group have. So asapreludetothisyearsdigsandthe
WRG TrainingWeekend can peoplethink about what
skillsthey wouldliketolearn (Bricklaying?Levels?
Sitelayout?First aid?) and wewill sesewhat canbe
arranged. Wewill dsodiscussthisat theAGM but if
you can't makeitjust drop meane-mail (addresson

page14).
Changeof Address

SHly Nutt hasmoved from ClgghamtoHammeramith,
new addressis.

21A LenaGardens,
London.
W6 7PY

A new London WRG T-shirt order formison page
12.

BusnessCards

Thelong talked about L ondon WRG businesscards
havefindly been printed, theideabeing that they can
be s mply be handed out and apart from thewebsite
addressand contact detail sthereisalist of digs. Obvi-
oudly thislist needs to be kept up to date so blank
cardscan beobtained from meand then overprinted
withthedateslis whichisdownloadablefromtheLon-
don WRG website. Thewebstea sohasamorede-
tailed recruitment lesflet which may beof use, al these
documentscan befound at:

http://london.wrg.org.uk/useful_docs.htm
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TheLondonWRGAGM and socia will beheldin
“The Star Tavern” on Tuesday 20" January 2004 at
around 19.30. Come aong and get involved inthe
running of the group and help answer the perennia
questionsabout whereshdl wego digging, what so-
cial eventsshall werun, what tools and equipment
shouldwebuy and whowill volunteer (or bevolun-
teered) toorganisedl thisl Moreserioudy wehavea
lot of thingsto sort out aswe havealarge number of
“ToBeArranged” (TBA) digsthisyear aswork is
nearing completion a our current Dig Degp Stesand
thenew projectsaredtill intheplanning stage.

The AGM will be held inthe upstairsroom of The
Sar, ignorethe Private Party” naticeas| havebooked
theroomfor us. Thepubiswithineasy walkingdis-
tanceof Victoria, Knightsbridgeand Sloane Square
dationsbut beware, finding theentrancetothemews
isquitedifficult! Find the German Embassy at theEast-
ern end of Chesham Placeand just to theright isa
whitearch over acobbled mews, gothroughthearch
andaongthemews(thisisBelgraveMewsWest) for
about 50m and the pubison theleft just beforean-

other arch. ~\___/T\.\
/

Seeyoutherel .
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Party
Reports

Wilts& BerksCanal, Pewsham, 18-19" Octo-
ber 2003

So many wanted to travel by van onthe Friday that
it looked asif would beaserioudly cosy triptothe
accommodeation at Melksham. Another van wasnot
avail able and nobody wanted to go by car.

Thesdtuationwassaved by Martinstoically offering
to take his car and get the shopping, and by acou-
pleof last minutewithdrawals. Even so, cosy it cer-
tainly waswiththekit, tools, persond gear and Rick
packed in therear and therest of ustaking up the
rest of the van. The journey was fast and funny
thanks to the accompanying repartee and banter
helped dongwithjely babies. Testosteronelevels
rosewhenasimilar van full of women constantly
drew dongside. Marcuswasin hiselement!

Althoughinstructionssaid meet at the nearest pub,
that wasfound to bein nightclub mode, complete
with bouncer, and we weren’t, so we gathered at
thewatering hole next door, the King' sArms.

The accommodation was called the Rachel Fowler
Centre. It sounded likeale sure centre but surprise!
turned out to be an ex-United Reformed church and
most of ussept in alarge room with avery nice
organ at one end, but may be that’ s the norm for
some! A few othersdeptinasmaller room near an
evenamdler kitchen wheretheusua toast party was
held onthe Friday night.

Anadvance party went to Site ages beforetherest
of uswere up and without breakfasts. Thevan had
to make two runs to and from site each time, as
unfortunately wewere 20-30 minutesaway and had
astroppy farmer and thereforerestricted parking
spaceto copewith. Theconcretemixer asoliveda
vanrun away near Devizesandwenttoandfroin

thevan.
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Thedeeply rutted and muddy path to the canal had
been transformed by gravel into abroad dry road.
(but vehiclesnot dlowed dongit) All kitwaswa ked
down and over stilestoo (seeref to farmer)

Therewere3main areasof work. Thespillwelr pipe,
the paddle gear chamber and scrub-bashing.

The advance party were happy to seeusarrive, or
maybeit wastheir breakfast, a beit between bread.
They had got to gripswith the pipe, whichinstead
of concretewasnow orangeplastic (easier tomove)
andin place. Theground needed building up above
ittoleve, abrick arch built directly over it and brick
work around it at thecand end. It actudly needed a
lot morethan that but that wasthisweekend' sjob.

Marcuswas happy raising cloudsof dust asheflat-
tened each layer with avibrating machine (just up
hisstreet?) whichlooked alot handier thanaroller.
Andy R seemed to be supervising and listening to
the rugby (Saturday). Ed made mortar and other
useful jobsand onthe Sunday Nigel and Sdly made
an arch, working from each side of the pipe. Clev-
ver!

Thebricking onthelock sitewasto make half an
archinthelock wherethe paddle duicewould be.
Martin and Sal, his help on the Saturday, worked
onthis, while some of usat varioustimes cleaned
bricks. More cloudsof dust.

Contractors had done some heavy clearing of the
cand bed|eaving amessof vegetation to be burned.
Scrub bashing went on al weekend. Unfortunately
the scrub hit back and many were the scratches,
runsof conged ed blood and scarsshown inthe pub
that night. More seriouswerethelong thornswith
which sometrees defended themselves. Richard
Cool waspiercedinthelegto adepth of well over
aninch and limped the weekend away. (ask to see
thethorn!)

Themainfirewasso hot that it Snged M oose sbeard
and aneyebrow. (Actudly arather neat trim M oose)

So bloody, dusty and sweaty we went back to the
hal towashinthewashbasins. At least we had hot

water!
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A mgor disagter wasrunning out of gasinBOTH cyl-
indersand no garagebeing abletoreplacetheminthe
szewewanted. Having 3 bottleswasvetoedinfavour
of ensuring replacement assoon asonewasemptied!

Thereweresomenew facesfor theweekend. Edward
Higginsjoined usat Waterloo for theweekend, and
Peter Platt and Sam and a ‘local’, Raob, from the
Chippenham branch on Saturday. Hopeto seesome

of youagan!

Althoughthechurchwasnolonger used by theorigind
sectsit had anew congregation and sowehadtobe
out and cleaned up by 10am on Sunday morning. But
it was nice not to have too much to do when wegot
back from steonthe Sunday. Therewaslittlefood | eft
over, everybody paid upandasmdl profitwill buy the
meaterid for SAly’ skniferall and ancther potato peder.

Thanksto Sdly and |CAndy for doing theleast popu-
lar medl dot (breakfast) and to Martinand ICAndy
(againt) for hdpingmepreparewhat | thoughtasmple
medl (cottagepie) but with vegetable preparation that
seemedtogoonand on. (Hencethedesrefor another
peder!) Thankstoo to the technica team Andy R,
Marcusand Ed, andtodl theothersfor coming.

Aileen Butler

Another pipe exptly lad by Ldon WRG Ed
Walker)

London WRG News
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Andathank you messagefromtheloca cand soci-
ay:

Andy,

Onbehdf of thelocal W& B members, | wouldlike
to express my thanks and appreciation for thetre-
mendouseffortsyou have made over theweekend.

Thework on thespillweir hasnow safeguarded this
important structureand will allow asaferoutefor
thecycle path dong thelineof theformer towpath.
Thebrick arch over theentranceto the culvert pipe
isparticularly appealing. Thank you also for the
work on the arch acrossthewater inlet of bottom
lock. Thisisnow safeand theadignmentsareestab-
lished for other brickiestofollow. | understand some
of your teamwere ableto help Peter Smith at Dou-
ble Bridge, adifficult site because of remoteness.
Doug Harrishasmade arrangementsfor thereturn
of our dumper to Pewshamwhichwill easethe sup-
ply problems somewhat. The scrub clearing was
most impressive and givesour local team encour-
agement to tacklethe substantial job of clearingthe
mess|eft by the contractor.

| take the point that the accommodation at
Melksham was abit too far from the siteand we
will usethe Calne Scout hall in preference, for fu-
turework parties.

So many thanksto al your team for everything you
havedoneand | hopeto seeyou dl againinthenot
too distant future.

Best wishes,

Colin Fletcher
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London WRG — KESCRG Christmas
Party, 13-14"" December 2003.

Yourrrrrr’ e listening to the Navvying Today
programme and it’ s one minute, 347 days and
two millennia...

...after Christ’shirth. Allegedly. But more on
that later. First, here’ s some traffic.

There’ saproblem just off the M40 near War-
wick, where tourists on the Warwick Castle
to Shakespeare’ s Birthplace run are creating
traffic jams as they stop to inspect an aban-
doned red MorrisMinor Traveller, led to be-
lieve by it’s obvious agedness (and it’ s less
obvious knackered dynamo and burnt-out bat-
tery) that it did in fact belong to The Bard him-
self. Meanwhile, in Leek, Staffordshire, a
number of stationary cars are boxed-in to the
car park of Millward Hall for the weekend by
an improbably well-parked green trailer. Back
to Brian Redshirt in the studio.

Thank you. Now over to Froghall Basin onthe
Caldon Canal for areport on therestoration
project there.

We're here in our N-reg red radio minibus
broadcasting live from the site of thisfascinat-
ing historic transport interchange, beside the
impressive Froghall lime kilns. We'reinter-
viewing Rupert and Alison Smedley, who are
co-ordinating efforts from their mobile canal
restoration support unit, disguised for heritage
planning reasons asablue MorrisMinor Trav-
eller.
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“Yes, having escaped putting most of London
WRG and KESCRG up in our fleet of interesting
narrowboats, we' ve been ableto turn our atten-
tion to the basin, and in particular some major
scrub-bashing of the almost park-like site beside
it, chamber clearance of the lock out to the ca-
nal, and finishing off the restoration of one of
the tramway sidings as a heritage feature.”

That’s great Alison, but what's with the chappie
in blue overallswielding a chainsaw?

“Oh, that’ sTenko. He sawhizwithit,isnthe?You'll
only just manageto say theword ‘tree’ beforehe's
cut it down and sectioned it for firewood. We Il pile
it up over by the car park so that if it’s still there
tomorrow, localswith unfeasibly largetrailerscan
takeit away.”

Thanks, Rupert, but how do you manageto feed
this dedicated and hard-working group of impres-
sively turned-out workers, and, er, theguy inthe
virtudly non-existent shortstoting adigital camera?

“Wdl, with severa Curver boxesof lunch, if it ever
turnsup.”

Fo

Eddieand Tenkoina“My logisbigger thanyours’
contest (Andi Kewley)

London WRG News



Welcometo the lunchtime cookery show, Ready,
Steady, Cater!. Today star chefsBrian & Maureen,
Ellieand helpersvariouswill cresteathree-course
Christmas-effect dinner completewith two kindsof
soup, three kinds of meat, two puddings, cheese
and biscuits, home-made red wine and beautifully
decorated tables, using only thisyouth club kitchen,
enormousand unwieldy green cooker and Trangtful
of ingredients. But first, here’ saquick and smple
lunchrecipe. Y ouwill need one huge pile of sand-
wichfillings, anything left over from brekky, some
soup, several metal catering trays and a Peugeot
205...

Meanwhile, let's seewhat’'sgoing onin Carenza’s
trench. Ooh, what's that, Ed?

“It' sthe bit of thisold tramway siding that was | eft
unrestored (ie. haf-rotten) aspart of theheritagefea
turebaing created. Thingis theplanistoputrailsdown
and display atypica wagon of theperiodtoaidthe
public’ sinterpretation of thesite. Soweneedtoput a
horizontal beam acrosstheend of thesdinginorder to
fit somebuffers And thisvertical member hereonthe
leftisnot suitable, aspart of it hasrotted away. If it's
anythingliketheoneontheright, which hasbeenre-
placed, it’ Il bean oldrailway deeper and comeout,
without afight, to bereplaced by thisnicefresh one
here”

How many WRGiesdoesit taketo start an engine?
(Andi Kewley)

London WRG News
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Several hourslater ...

“Wéll, having found that itisinfact squarein sec-
tion, goesdown nearly half ametre below ground
level and probably wouldn’t even comeout witha
Tirfor, we vedecided to chop out therotten bit (nice
clean cut at thefront with the Stihl saw, much hack-
inga therest) and graftinacut-downrailway deeper.
Thisinvolveschopping out muchof thepointing Mk2
didthismorning.”

Wedcometo Tubeldal, inwhichonly thevery pithiest
attemptsat dressing up asL.ondon Underground sta
tionswill go through to win asel ection of unspeci-
fied prizes. We have somereally talented people
here, dl of whomwant their big break inpublictrans-
port impersonation. ..

“The pandl of judges, from thevery height of the
waterway recovery movement, have made their
decision, havingfirst turned to drink at the sight of
WelshAlan dressed asafishnet-stockinged school -
girl. Starsof the night haveincluded the black tie
and ballgown of Steve Davis and Ruth as Bond
Street, Bob asboth Roya Oak and (through use of
hisever-present pocket blowtorch) Burnt Oak, Dr.
Liz as Green Park, complete with joggers and a
pondfull of frogs, Richard Cool asAngd, withwhite
wingsboth delicateand large, and Liz Wilson as
Hatton Cross. Yes, it'sas simple as getting a hat
andacrossinthisgame, but how will they al farein
Dr. Lizand Martin’ sfloor-sized, London WRG t-
shirt based, Underground-style, pub map game?
Andwhowill survivethe Tube Quiz, inwhichthey
will be asked to namethe only station which con-
tainsnoneof thelettersfrom theword * mackerel’ ?

* * *
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Welcometo* Sunday Breskfast’ and to thoseof you
who haven't got much further than Stting upinyour
deeping bags, saring blearily into spaceand wonder-
ingwhy Bob has't brought thetegpot and somemugs
updars Andnow, musicvideo, fegturingthe TimLewis
Prodigy with ‘Firestopper’, filmed on location at
Froghdll, and of course, inal.ondon Underground tun-
nd.

M eanwhile, back in Carenza’strench...

“Well, hoursof digging hasmeant thetitisn't actudly
possibletotd| thedifference between Bob, MKPand
Seespy Dave, whoareuniformly coveredinblack goo.
Oh, no, tell alie, that one SMKP. Amazingly, you can
dill seethevirtudly non-exigent shorts”

ThanksMarcus. But what areyou planningtodowith
thewood with which you havefilled theentire back
end of your Land Rover?

three brick kitsback into the appropriate bags. Any-
thing e segoesintothe Redly Useful ThingsBag. Oh,
andinother news, theAmericanshavefindly found
Saddam Hussain, doneinahidey-holein hishome-
town, and it only took 600 of themtotakehim.

* * *

It sSunday evening. You' rewatching Restoration Songs
of Prae...

Thanksbeto Rupert & Alisonfor sortingout an
excdlent accomm and recommending anequally
acepubfor Friday night

Thanks be to the catering team for yet another
unbelievably wonderful Chrigmassy banquet
Thanksbeto peoplevariousfor organising red
de and, er, homebrewed* Surprise’
Thanksbeto Tenkofor ssemingtobecuttingtrees’
sumps'railway deepersinat least threeplacesat
any onetime

Thanksbeto Bunglefor going to bed early and
thusdiscouraging Mk2 from startingasing-song
$s30Nn

Thanksbetodl thevolunteerswho actudly made
steon Sunday and dug, chopped, burnt, bashed
and pointed their way through hangoverstoleave
thestetransformed.

Oh, andit was St. John’ sWood, by theway.

Mk2

“Back to Rupert and
Alison's methinks”

The big Story today isthat
thegtelooksredly impres-
svenow, “hugescrubdear-
ance’ seeminglikeanunder-
statement and “an endless
supply of redlly black goo”

ssamingevenmorelikealiv-
ing nightmare. Elanor and |
Eddie have started the kit-
washing using pumped ca-
nd water whils thepointing
crew havefindly sorted the
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Anangelic Richard Cool ? (Ed Walker)
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Survivinglong motorway jouneysin theminibus

Recent mediareportsthat not only long-haul tourist-
classarlinepassengersarepronetothepotentialy le-
thal combination of deep veinthrombosisand utter
boredom hasled ushereat London WRG Newsto
investigatewhat WRG are doing about the problem.

Firg pieceaf newsisthat fromthenext campsseason,
al passenger-carrying WRG vehideswill befittedwith
thefollowing st of song lyrics(inahandy wipe-clean
trave ca). Whils they aredbvioudy rather lightwe ght,
everyonewill know thetuneandinfact may well have
useditwithitsorigind lyrics, inschool minibuseson
longjourneys. Thewordsremind thebored traveller
what fun digsand campsare, onceyou get to them.

WeAll LiveinaRed Trangt Van
Words Mk2
Tune Yellow Submearine, by the Begtles

InapubinLondontown
| metaman

whosaved cands
andhetoldmeof hislife
andall about

hisdirty pals

SowedrovedowntheM4
until wehittheH& G*
andwedug

forevermore

stopping hourly

for cupsof tea

CH:

Wedl liveinred Trangtvan
ared Trangtvan

ared Trangtvan

Wedl liveinred Trangtvan
ared Trangtvan

ared Trangtvan

Now our friendsarea aboard
Many of moreof themareinthepub
and the cook

isinthehd|

dirringup

sometasty grub

London WRG News

Minibus

Sing-song

Rpt CH

Aswedigthislifeof ease
every oneof ushasall weneed
Toolsand plant

bricks, mud and tea

t-shirts, traillersand RFB

Rpt CH

* Do not even think of writing in to point out the
obviousleagp of imagination/navigationrequired herel

Also, a new game was invented on the London
WRG-KESCRG ChristmasParty dig: ‘ Placesyou
candriveto, with nameswhich sound abit likebits
of kit'. Early entries (from Mk2, Smudge, Nina,
Andi, Jeanand Aileen) included:

Trowd| Services
Stone

Brixton

Matlock

Barrow in Furness
Towcester

And gretching your imagination, road atl asand cred-
ibility evenfurther could generate such pearlsas.

Pick-Axminster
Bromley-by-Bowsaw
Mortarlake
Herasford
Bradshaw on Avon

| couldgoon...

Mk2
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NOMINATIONS & RESULTS OF 2003 L ON-

DON WRG AWARDS

PIPELAYING

Sal —For dmost backfilling thetrenchwith adumper
at Deepcut

MK 2 - For attempting to saw the end off apipeby
followingaspira pattern * WINNER + Pipe*

Ed —For nearly sinking the spoil bargewiththeex-
cavator

Sleepy Dave & Richard — For staying at their
postsdespitethewater pouringinand the pump not
working

Steve& Liz—For abandoningtheirswhenthetirfor
cable snapped.

DRIVING

Sal —For confounding al by getting the hydraulic
teaspoon stuck in 3” of peagravel

Tim —For getting lost in the Wootton Bassett di-
verson

M att — Teaching Nigel Macarena, or wasit Exca
vator Instruction Without Excavator

Sal —For locking herself insdethe cab of an exca
vator

Ed’ sflatmate— For handing thevan keysinto the
policestation * WINNER + number plate*

LAME EXCUSE

Andi —For beingin Walesor Colchester or some-
where other than Waterloo

M oose— For trying to loose his mobile phone but
being thwarted by kind passersby

Tim —For locking himself out of hiscar whilst the
enginewasdill running

Sleepy Dave—Because he aways getsanomina-
tion

M artin — For attaining employment *WINNER +
Crutch*

Page 10

CATERING

Ed —For bringing the group into disrepute by do-
nating the Coffee Cafeteria

M att — For making sure both Tim & Lesley pur-
chased enough sausages & bacon

Ed—For stedingMartins‘killer’ garlic bread crown
Jenny Wilson—For being thefirst to bravethe ca-
tering kit after winter, and forcing usto purchase
new utensils

Sal —For servicesto kitchen safety, in donating the
kniferoll * WINNER + Wooden Spoon*

LOOKSLIKE ABOB’SHIT (award for enthu-
gasam)

Ed —For proving chivalry isnot dead in lwrg at-
tempting to rescue Sal fromthemud

Mar cus— For stump pulling with beastie to be-
comelwrgs' automotive Phil Cardy’

M oose— For single handedly mooring up thework
bargeusing agrappling hook at the BCN and prov-
ing he’ snot our James Bond * WINNER*

Ed —For tracking the machine using aheadtorch
Richard —For nadgering the piling hammer witha
dedgehammer

DRINKING PROBLEM

Adrian —For driving usto agood pub just down
the road with chilled cloudy beer

Gilly & James—For getting usthrown out of yet
another London pub *WINNER + Lipton Tea*
Ed —For packing hiskit each weekend with equal
quantitiesof Port, Beer & clothing

RECRUITMENT

Ed-One

Andi —Two *WINNER + bottle*
Matt - One

2003 NEW RECRUITS

NerinaJulian, Jean Simms, Andy Roberts, Gillian
Macey * Each received Bottles*

Andy Richardson*WINNER + Beard*

New Jon G Elanor, Suzie—acknowledged & tobe
considered for 2004

Matt Taylor

London WRG News



WEe vedl beenthere, you' reuptoyour titsinmud,
it’ sraining and the camp leader comesover and say's,
“Canyoujust....” Well hereisthe handy London
WRG guideto what theleader actually means!

“Thewater isonly welly depth” - noit’ swilly depth!

“Canyou moveafew bricksover there?’ - some-
where elsetomorrow and back again theday after.

“1 need afew people to rake the campsite for an
afternoon” - half the camp and 3 days|ater....

“I know thisgreat pub just downtheroad” - down
theroad, over thehill andinthe next county

“Wejust need afew brickscleaned” - pointing at a
largepdletfarm

“The bonfire needsto be small and controlled” -
oneTim controlledraginginferno |l ater.

“It'll just be ashort day on sitetoday” - 12h later
and the mixer hasgoneon strike.

“Y ou haveto moveafew tonsof ballast, but don't
worry there’ san excavator” - the excavator will be
doing something el sethough, go get your shovel

“Theweather will clear up”- by 6:30pm Sunday

“Anyonefancy aswift half?’ - we should notify the
local brewery.

“Ohwhat abeautiful morning!” - it’s6.30am and
Bob'sarrived.

“Whoseroundisit?’ - It’ syour round.

“The accommodation has showers’ - there's a
bucket and ahosein the car park

“People pay good money for thisat ahealthfarm’” -
It smore muddy on sitethan you ever thought pos-
shle

“Thismortar’stoodry” - How elseam | going to
explainthiscrappy bit of brickwork??

“Oh, don’t forget that the shift patternson dumpers
canvary” - oh, | seeyou’ vejust driventhe dumper
intothehole, instead of away fromit.

“All we haveto doisdig up the towpath, expose
theold pipe-end, drop the next pipein, bed, backfill,
cover and re-instate the towpath” - what we have
to doisfind out how the heck to get abig digger
with awide bucket to do thejob of asmall digger

London WRG News

What They
Say & What

They Mean!

with anarrow bucket, block off thetowpath, fend
off iratecydlids, joggers, old gripperswith dogsand
itinerant weirdoswho haveignored thetowpath clo-
sure, dig up thetowpath, hunt for hoursfor theold
pipe-end, find you do not have sufficient swinging
room to drop the next pipein, manhandlethe pipe
in, find that the dumper isthewrong side of theex-
cavator to fetch the sand, hold up A-road trafficto
movethedumper, collect sand, bed, redlise dumper
is the wrong side of the excavator to fetch the
backfill, hold upA-road traffic to move the dumper,
realise excavator isnow parked on backfill, move
excavator, collect backfill, backfill, cover and re-
instate the towpath using the one bucketful of road
scrapings the canal society has got left which of
courseisthewrong side of the excavator fromthe
dumper. And al beforewelosethelight.

Ed Walker

Richard“ Cool” Worthington
LizWilson

Mark “Mk2” Richardson

“Trustme, it'll dl beOK” - (Andi Kewley, Froghdll)
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Thenew London WRG T-shirtshave been selling
like hotcakes and (aswitnessed at the reunion and
KESCRG/LWRG Christmas Party) are definitely
the“in” pieceof WRG fashionfor theyear, s0if you
haven’t ordered your T-shirt yet then why not do it
now? Just cut out the handy form below and send it
with achequeto Sally Nutt (note new address) and
your new London WRG T-shirt will be handed over
at thenext dig/social. Just to confuse matterseven
morethereisawidevariety of stylesand colours
available, sobeindividuaigtic!

T-Shirts(Front: Design) : £8
Swegatshirts(Front: Design) : £15
Long Seaved T-Shirts(Front: Design) : £10
Polo Shirts(Back: Design, Front: Smdl logo) : £13

Colours. Red, Black, Navy, Green, Grey, Purple
(T-Shirtor Sweatshirt Only). (Design White)
Szes S M, L, XL, XXL

Dance For Tools

As part of the WRG “Right Tool for the Right
Job” Appeal aBarn Danceisbeing organised by
our very own Helen “ Bushbaby” Gardner. It will
featurealivelocal band “ Tumbledown Dick,”
there will be a cash bar, raffle and other games.
Ticketsare £10 each and thisincludesafish and
chip supper. The dancewill be on Saturday 28"
February at Benson Parish Hall, Oxfordshire (half-
way between Reading and Oxford), doors open
7.00 pm, music from 7.30 pmand it will finish at
11.30pm. To order your tickets send an SAE to
“WRG Barn dance, Dr and Mr Williamson, 79
Oakley Road, Chinnor, Oxfordshire, OX39
4HR” . Please enclose acheque made payableto
“I. Williamson”, plusacontact tel ephone number
and state if you need anon-fish meal (probably
vegetarian pancake rolls). Although this event
clasheswith the Basingstoke Canal dig, it’sless
than an hour’ sdrive from where we are staying
soif people areinterested we can take aminibus
load there from the dig. For further details con-
tact Helen on 07989-425346 or e-mail:

helen_gardner @hotmail.com
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| What? Size? | Colour? No? Cost? 1
| |
| |
| |
| |
: Total Cost: :
| |
I MName: |
| |
I Contact Phone Number: I
| |
: Delivery Address: :
| |
| . == R . l
I (Orders will be distributed at Socials/Digs where possible)
| _ |
| Please make cheques payable to Sally Nutt |
I Please send completed form to Sally Nutt, LWRG T-Shirts, 1
|\ 21A Lena Gardens, London W6 7TPY (07764 902863) /'
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Extra Social — Batter sea Beer Festival

The BatterseaBeer Festival isupon usagain and
London WRG will be turning up en masse on
Thursday 12" February 2004, meeting insidethe
hall fromabout 7pm.

Thefestitsdf isat the BatterseaGrand Hall (behind
the BatterseaArts Centre) on Lavender hill (map
below). Nearest sationis Clgpham Jdunction, asthis
issouth of theriver thereare no underground sta-
tionsnearby but the over ground servicefrom Vic-
toriaor Waterloo isvery good and therearealot of
buses.

Entry tothefest will be£3 (£2for CAMRA mem-
bers), glass deposit and beer (cider and perry as
well) obvioudy will beontop of this. Food will dso
beavailable. Thisisquiteasmall fest asthey go but
itawayshasat least 100 different typesof real de
on and thefood wasvery good last year, therea so
seemsto be more seating and spacein generd than
other festivals.

Further detailsareavailableat http://beerfest.org/

Batter sea
Beer
Festival

EdWalker
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London WRG
D at es For upto dateinformation check theLondon WRG
web pages:

www.london.wrg.org.uk

List

Working Parties. Trangport available Friday eveninginthe L ondon WRG minibus, meet by thepost
box outside Costa Coffee at Waterloo station; normally at 19:00 but may be
earlier or later depending on distance. Contact Tim, Martinor Lesey for details.

Date L ocation Organiser
7-8/2/04 Hereford & Gloucester Canal, Oxenhall TimLewis
28-29/2/04  Dig Deep onthe Basingtoke Cana Andi Kewley
20-21/3/04  BCN Cleanup AileenButler
17-18/4/04 Hereford & Gloucester Canal Rick Ansdll
15-16/5/04 DigDeepontheWey & Arun TBA
5-6/6/04 LichfieddCand TBA
3-4/7/04 TBA TBA
31/7-1/8/04 TBA TBA
11-12/9/04 TBA TBA
2-3/10/04 TBA TBA
23-24/10/04 TBA TBA

Note: Digsmarked “Dig Deep” are on projectswherework isbeing co-ordinated under the Dig Deep
Initiative, aschemeinvolving oursel ves and four other mobile groups (Essex WRG NWPG KESCRG
and WRG BITM).
Social Gatherings: Tuesday night, normally 11 daysbeforeeachdigi.e,
27" January, 17" February, 9" March etc. at the Star Tavern (upstairs room)
Belgrave MewsWest, behind German Embassy on Chesham Place, from about

19.30till 23.00.
Other Events:
20/1/04 LondonWRG AGM, TheStar Tavern -
12/2/04 ExtraSocia, BatterseaBeer Festiva EdWaker
13/5/04 Candway Cavalcade, LittleVenice -
8-9/5/04 WRG Training Weekend (TBC) Centrally Booked

28-30/8/04  National WaterwaysFestival, Burton-on-Trent -

Whoto contact:

London WRG Co-ordinator: Tim Lewis, 6, DownsRoad, Enfield EN1 1PA.

Phone; 020-83676227 E-mail: im@timlewisorg.uk

Enquiries: Martin Ludgate or Ledey McFadyen, 35 Silvester Road, L ondon SE22 9PB

Phone: 020-86933266 E-mail: martin.ludgate@wrg.org.uk
London WRG NewsEditor: Ed Walker, 4 Westhorpe Road, Putney, London. SW15 1QH
Phone: 020-87859976/ 07887-568029  E-mail: ewaker@imperid.ac.uk
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BCN Cleanup 2004: Wyrley & Essington, 20-
21st March 2004

Yes, it’ scoming up to that time of year again!

Theannual BCN Cleanup weekend takes place
on 20th-21st March 2004, and once again WRG,
Thelocal branchesof Thelnland WaterwaysAs-
sociation, The Birmingham Canal Navigations
Society and British Waterwayswill be getting to-
gether to see how many shoppingtrolleys, bikes,
armchairs, bits of old car and anything elsewe
can drag out of the murky waters of the Birming-
ham Canal Navigationsin asingleweekend.

Thesitefor thisyear’ sevent hasjust been con-
firmed astheWyrley & Essington Canal, heading
from Horseley Fields Junction, Wolverhampton,
and heading eastwards asfar aswe can get. The
local British Waterwayswill asusual be support-
ing us by providing rubbish skips, work-boats,
grappling hooks and litter-pickers... and acanal
with alarge supply of crap to heave out of it.

Accommodation will beinthe BW premisesin
central Wolverhampton, within about half amile
of the nearest part of the work site, we hopeto
arrange some kind of entertainment for the

BCN

Cleanup

Saturday night. Full directionswill be sent out to
anyone who books, and will be put on the main
WRG website.

Aileen Butler will bethe London WRG organiser
and main WRG contact for theweekend. Shewill
no doubt belooking for team-leaderson site, peo-
pleto help with booking-in etc, soif you canhelp
then please contact her, e-mail addressis:

aileen.butler @btopenworld.com

More details will be provided soon, but in the
meantime, if you want to help to keep the BCN
canal s open please complete the application form
below and send it to Head Office. London WRG
will be running aminibusfrom Waterloo (7pm) to
thisevent asusual

Martin Ludgate

’____________—__—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_\

waterway recovery group

Forename: Surname:

in association with BCNS, BW and IWA

| would like to attend the 2004 National Canal Cleanup on Mar 20-21 on the BCN

Address:

e-mail;

Phone:

please attach details)

Name:

Any special dietary requirements?

| require accommodation Friday night / Saturday night/ both nights

| enclose payment of £ (pay cheques to 'WRG') for food (cost is £8 for whole weekend, based
on £1.50 for lunch each day, £1.50 for breakfast each day and £2 for Saturday evening meal)

Do you suffer from any illness, such as epilepsy or diabetes, about which we should know, or
are you receiving treatment or under medical supervision for any condition? YES / NO (If yes,

In the unlikely event that you should be injured, who should we contact?

Phone:

Signed (parent's signature also required if aged under 18):
Please send this form to National Cleanup bookings, WRG, PO Box 114, Rickmansworth WD3 1ZY |

\____________—__—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_,

London WRG News
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