Andi, Gilly and Rick pointing stonework (Froghall, Andrew Roberts)
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From
The

Editor

Welcome back after the summer, | hope everyone
enjoyed themsalves, | certainly did! London WRG
seemed to d so havean extremely good summer, the
turnout for thetreditiondly quiet Summer digswasgood
and we havemanaged to recruit alot of peoplefrom
thecamps! Recruitmentisgoing sowd | weregularly
havetotaketwo minibuseson digsand numbersof 30
odd seemthenormnow. Many thankstodl who have
gpent theretimetalking to peopleon campsand other
eventsand persuading them to comediggingand a
great many thanksfor dl thenew volunteerswho have
comedigging with us, hopeto seeyou onlotsmore
events

Tohdpwiththerecruitingwehavedusted off and up-
dated the LWRG recruitment legfl et (availablefrom
thewebste) and printed abatch of “busness’ cardsto
be handed out to prospectivevolunteers. Theideaof
thebusinesscardsisthat you can over print thebacks
withthenext few dig dates (list templateasoonthe
webste!) and handthemout, if you want asupply for
any reason giveusashout.

Wehavemanaged to get alot of work donewith all
thesevolunteersasthedig reportsonthe next pages
will testify, organising digsnow seemsto belessabout
doing aring round and moreabout work planning, lo-
gisticsand people management when onsite, much
morechalenging but alot morerewarding. Thisissue
aso containsal theinformetion about theWRG Bon-
fire Bash, the KESCRG/LWRG Xmeas do and the
LWRG Xmeasparty, seepage 12 for detailsand page
15for the BonfireBash booking form.

Beforel forget (and get strung up by SA) | had better
mentionthenew LWRG T-dhirtsthat arrived last week,
they look redly good! Many thanksto SA for organis-
ingtheorderingandif you havemissed out onthefirst
round thenfear not, ancther order will begoinginsoon,
hopefully justintimeto collect the T-dhrtsat thereun-

ion! order formsareavailablefromthewebste.
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Pub Change

Assome of you may have heard we had aspot of
bother inthe* Jugged Hare” pub the other week as
two of our younger volunteers (but they werestill
over 20!) were refused service and were not al-
lowed to stay inthe pub! Thislead to aquick move
up theroad to the Lord Burleigh where proceed-
ingscontinued asnormal. With thisin mind wewill
be changing the pub the socialsare held in, more
detailson Page 3.

London WRG E-mail Ligt

AsAndrew Palmer hasleft WA head officeto go
back to University the person we need to contact
about e-mail list subscriptionshas changed to:

richard.hollidge@waterways.org.uk

E-mailssent by mistaketo Andy will still bepicked
up but please usethisaddressin future.

London WRG (and others) Take A Running
Jump...

...Off another boatlift! Yes, theboatlift abseil team
have been at it again, this time abseiling off the
Falkirk Whedl in Scotland! Whiletherest of Lon-
don WRG were painting toolsMartin, Helen (The
PurpleFairy), Mole, Bungle, MKPand otherswere
gpendingfar tolongin GCW for the dubious pless-
ureof abseiling 80 foot to raisefundsfor The Wa
terways Trust and the WRG “Right Tool” appedl,
hopefully wewill have photosinthenext issue.

Canalway Cavalcade 2004

| know it seemsalongway ahead but plansfor next
years Cava cadearedready taking shape, thetheme
will be* Steaming Ahead” asthe steam driven nar-
row boat “ President” will bethere! So get your think-
ing capson asweneed ideasfor theLondon WRG
entry into Saturday’ s pageant!

London WRG website:

www.|ondon.wrg.org.uk

London WRG News



After sometroublewith peoplenot being servedin
the “Jugged Hare” pub a few weeks ago and a L On d On
number of very successful extrasocialswe have
decided to movethe London WRG socialsto the
“Star Tavern” on Belgrave MewsWest. Thisisan
excdlent small pub tucked behind the German Em-
bassy on an old cobbled mewsand hasthedistinc- .

tion of having beenin every issue of the Good Beer SOCI a.l S
Guide (one of only 17 pubsin the country!) The

WRG

pub is part of the Fullerschain and “?L 7 % B
the beer isalwaysgood and thefood o7 mﬂ;fﬁEEN“H
has to be tasted to be believed (therj_ o e —
steskscomehighly recommended). | P4 Closed ko Traffic on Sundays
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So from the social on 28" October | *51=, g
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asitisdightly lesshectic. Thepubis{Siarang-gie , i S SR e
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toria, Knightsbridge and Sloanefy) 4 FlEL ' R /=

Square stations but beware, finding K47
theentranceto themewsisquitedif- |, <54k
ficult! Find the German Embassy at |

and just to theright isawhite arch fi\&x
over acobbled mews, gothroughthe :‘\ ;
arch and along the mews (this is|t

BelgraveMewsWest) for about 50m
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AboveMap showing the Star Tavern’ slocation.

L eft The pub!

Below Entranceto Belgrave MewsWest from
Pont Street.
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Wilts & Berks Canal, Chaddington L ock,
2-3'9 August 2003

Anyone who turned up at Waterloo on Friday
evening awaiting the minibusto takethemto the
dig was to be sorely disappointed (and not to
mention stranded). With the minibusesbusy be-
ing used on the summer camps aconvoy of cars
descended on Lyneham to deliver the eager vol-
unteersfor theweekend' sdig.

Martinand Sal arrivefrom Readingwiththe Trav-
eller full to the brim with suppliesfor the week-
end aswell as afew bootfuls of water for Sal.
Peter and Nadiahad collected the keysfrom the
hall manager for usand wereawaiting our arrival.

By 9pm most of the expected people had arrived
so with Peter and Nadia in tow we negotiated
thelong walk acrosstheroad to the White Hart.
Of thereal ales on offer one of the pumps has
already been “turned round” so it looked like
therewas competition to LWRG to drink the pub
dry. True to form by the end of the evening we
had managed to drink them out of Bombardier
but not before they had managed to put back on
the 6X. Richard turned up with Rick in tow which
was asurpriseto our organiser Matt. During the
course of the evening the landlord of the White
Hart tried to persuade Matt that we should hire
out the upstairsof the pub next timewiththemain
sdlling point being thewardrobethat convertsinto
abed!!

After last ordersit was back into the hall where
the sturdier (or more foolish) of us stayed up
drinking and chatting in the kitchen into thewee
hours.
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Saturday morning arrived with Matt preparing
breakfast for usall, and managing to useal of the
sausages for the weekend in the process. Bob
arrived during breakfast much to everybody’ ssur-
priseasit was after we had all got up (it turned
out heactually slept in—unfortunately thisdidn’t
extend to Sunday morning).

After finishing breskfast and preparing lunch (what
no egg sandwiches!!) we headed off on the short
driveto Chaddington Lock wherewemet thelocal
volunteerson site. Thework for the weekend in-
volved bricklaying, repointing of the existing
brickwork and general site maintenance. Sinceit
was the coping level of thewingwallsand lock
chamber that had to belaid the best brickieswere
set to work. Four others were banished to spend
the day beneath the arch bridge cleaning off the
excessmortar in preparation for the repointing of
the brickwork. Theinitial cramped location be-
neath the bridge turned out to be ablessing over
the weekend asthe temperatures soared and eve-
rybody started to suffer. During the day enter-
tainment was provided by an air display over
Lydiard Park just north of Wootton Bassett with
afly past later onintheday of aL ancaster bomber
with Spitfire escort. Nobody was sure if Rick
managed to see thisor not as he appeared to be
intent on clearing adirect route back to the ac-
commodation with astrimmer. By the end of the
day the coping bricks on one and a half of the
wingwalls had been laid, the brickwork beneath
the bridge had been prepared, concrete verges
had been poured along the bridge parapets and
Rick had been retrieved.

Saturday evening saw usall back at the hall where
Martin had prepared adelicious chicken stew, as
well asa®Russian salad” using home grown cu-
cumbers donated by Nadia (Marcus didn’t try
hispicklesthough.....maybein spite of protesta-
tionsthat hedidn’t want them hejust didn’t want
to sharethem around).

London WRG News



Timmanaged hisusual feet of turningupjustintime
for dinner, and the suppliesfor the Sunday morn-
ing’ sbreakfast vastly increased. Dueto amix up
both Lesley and Tim bought sausages and bacon
for breekfadt.....therest of the group though seemed
to have no problem at the thought of too much ba-
con and sausagefor breakfast.

After dinner it was back down to the White Hart
wherethe group wasjoined for the evening by my
sisterswho shed bemused looks on the group and
wondered what the hell their brother had got him-
sf into.

At theend of theevening the short walk back tothe
hall provided aperfect evening for star gazing asit
wasabeautifully clear night withtheMilky Way vis-
ibleinthesky.....asofor thoseof uslucky enough
tolook up at theright timeashooting star made an
appearance.

Againtheparty splitintodegpersandidiots.....with
theidiots moving to the kitchen again to continue
thedrinkingandtalkingintothesmall hoursyet again.
With Bob'sdecisiontojoin theidiotsthere were
hopesthat he might lay in on Sunday morning but
these hopes were dashed when Bob got up to see
themorninginwith astroll around RAF Lyneham.

Working

Party
Reports

Sunday morning again saw an early start though
with the added bonusthat we did not haveto clear
thehd| by 9am asprevioudy thought necessary since
the preacher of therdigiousgroupwasill and noth-
ing short of amiraclewould enablehimto get there
— (therewereafew nervousthoughtsthough about
havingto4till clear thehal ashewasdefinitdy inthe
right line of businessfor the performing of afew
miracles). Breakfast wasprepared by Ledey witha
hel ping hand from myself and contained an ample
supply of bacon and sausages.

With lunch having been prepared, the breakfast
thingscleared away and thekitchentidiedinantici-
pation of leaving the hal that day the convoy set of f
alittlebefore 9.30am missing only afew e ements.
Martin had planned to stay behind for awhileto
preparethe next issue of Navvies. However, Tim
after amoment of blinding inspiration managedto

Jenny, Bob andAndy prepan ng the bri dgefor pointing (Ed Walker)
London WRG News
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stamp his claim for this year’s “Lame Excuse”

awad...... not only did hemanagedtolock hiskeys
inthe car but he also managed to leavetheengine
running and hismobilephoneinthecar. Thismeant
he had to await the arrival of the RAC to rescue
him. Out on site everything seemed too quiet but
thenwesuddenly realised that with Tim’ scar tem-
porarily out of action and Martin staying behindwe
had not had enough roomto bring Sal. However,
theMorris Traveller turnedinto awhite charger as
Martin abandoned Navviesand brought Sal out him-
sdf. Eventualy Tim managed to extricatethekeys
from car and was ableto join usathough nobody
was surewhat heactually did when hegot there.

......

.....

Y - L3 _":'_ % il
London WRG back at what we do best...brick
laying! (Ed Walker)
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The day tended to proceed pretty much asthe day
before (including air show again) but with most of the
brickiestopping off thebrickwork ingdethelock and
Nigel and Petefinishing of thewingwalls. Marcus
hel ped move the compound around since with the
bridgenow operationd theroad could bediverted over
thebridge. Yet againtheuseof havinga4-whed drive
vehicleonstewasredisedwhen“TheBeast” hadto
be used to hel p one of the site vehiclesget moving.

With the weather hotter than Saturday (32°C ac-
cording to Marcus' s phone although we were not
surethat wasn't thetemperature of histrousers), by
mid afternoon it wasclear that everyonewasflag-
ging slightly so an extended tea break wastaken
wherewe all watched the kettle boil to providea
littlelonger rest (inthe shade) than usua. Theplan
wastofinishup oncethebricklayingonthewingwals
wasfinished sowiththeeyesof therest of thegroup
upon him Nigel managed to copewith the pressure
admirably and thewall was compl eted, scaffolding
dismantled and kit cleaned by about 6pm. Sinceit
wasthe day for the Wootton Bassett carnival the
main road had been closed off but it wasaquick
trip back tothehall following thediversonsigns—
that isit wasquick for everyone but Tim and Sal
snceTimmanagedtofollow thediversonthewrong
way and just guesswho had the hall keys. Eventu-
ally wemanaged to get into the hall wherethefinal
tidying up and packing away was completed. By a
littleafter 7pmatired but happy group bid adieuto
thehall and Lyneham after asuccessful weekend's
work. Intotal thework completed for theweekend
included the cleaning up and repointing of 90% of
the brickwork on the underside of thearch bridge,
laying of thecopingleve of bricksfor bothwingwalls
and setting thefacing brickson the coping level of
onesideof thelock, dismantling of the scaffolding
between thewingwalls, clearing of 150m of tow-
path vegetation and moving themgority of thecom-
poundtoitsnew location.

Thanksto Matt for organising theweekend and to
everyonefor turning up and making my very first
dig such agood one. For your Snsl may even come
back —that isif Sal hasn’t taken metotask using
thelist shewas compiling throughout theweekend.

Andy Richardson
London WRG News



Caldon Canal, Froghall, 6-7"" September 2003

Friday evening, 6.55pmand NJF pulled upinacloud
of smokeat Waterl 0o, aswift break to recover from
Rick turningup EARLY andaquick changeof driver
we headed off to places North. Leaving the station
Sdly found that she couldn’t drink and hump at the
sametimehenceMartinwasasked tohump dower in
future. After avery smooth run up to Stoke-on-Trent
wepulledintothepub a theunheard of hour of 10pm,
scaring themany other peoplewho had turned up a-
ready, thiswas awaysgoing to beabig dig, lots of
recruitsfrom campsand other regularsaswell. We
findly crawled back fromthepub quitelateand found
agroup of peopleplaying someweird numbersbased
gamein theaccom, well it kept them amused! Bed
cdledvery latethat night, but wedid havebunkd

Saturday and Harri T did usproud with afinecooked
breakfast and we headed off toste. MKPdid his“in
charge’ bit leading uson amagica mystery tour and
detailing thejobsto be done, most of which required
waitingfor kit/materids. Oneof themgjor jobsfor the
weekend wastofind theedgesof thebasinbelow the
lock, no oneseemsto know whet thelayout is!

Working

Party
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Uponlock 1/14/16, (wedon’t know whichitisl)
we started to excavate the new path along the
lockside, after lunch Marcustook over the path job
and started to lay roadstone.

A major job for the morning was cleaning off the
stonework inthelock, themgor problemwiththis
being the foot of water in most of the lock! The
afternoon saw ateam being set to dig behind the
copping stones that had been pushed out by tree
roots, after much digging and teabreaksto allow
for rain Richard and | managed to acro 5 of the
stonesback intoline. Nina, Gav and Adrianwere
al so setting thewoodwork up ontherailway siding
and Tenco andAlison spent most of theday uptrees
with chainsaws.

Acroing coping stones back into place (Tim Lewis)

London WRG News
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Crawling back to theaccom after Site, wehad to en-
duretheensuing funand gamesof non-working show-
ersand variablesex toilets; thiswasadl eclipsed by a
great med delivered by Judeand Co’ scatering team.
Another expeditiontothe pub (only 1.1 milesaway
according to the sgn!) where we soon managed to
take over both endsof themain bar leaving only the
centreareafor thelocals, back at theaccom and an-
other round of the numbersgamewasplayed while
therest of usenjoyed aport/beer ontheveranda.

Sunday: Harri T cooked breakfast AGAIN, Natalie
just about managesto find the accom after driving
aroundthecounty for haf an hour, goparently Natdie
wastheonly persontorequest good wegther andthet’s
why itwassunny al day! Ondtethingsseemedalot
smoother aswe had all the materiads and everyone
knew the jobs. The last of the coping stones were
acro' edinto pogtionandwhilethepointingteamsivung
into actionaninteresting lime-and-roadstoneconcrete
mix wasusedtofill theggpsbehind thedones Marcus's
path teeamwere going great gunsmanagingtoloosean
entirelorry load of roadstonein oneday, meanwhile
theRailway Recovery Group (otherwissknownasGav,
Adrian, Rick B and Nina) werelaying deepersand
roadstoneontherailway sding. Withthewegther be-
ing so much better theicecream shop didabrisk trade
at teabreak, the honey and ginger ice cream canbe
well recommended. Wefindly managedtotidy upand
leavedite by 4.30pm, aquick tidy of theaccom and
wewereoff back home, sopping briefly in Uttoxeter
for diesd andMcDondds.

Many thanksto Tunji for organisngthedigandtoMKP
for organisngthestework; thiswascertainly oneof
the larger London WRG digs | have been onfor a
whileand wasgreat funfor it. Thiswasdefinitely a
very dvilised digwith bedsintheaccom, ateashopon
dteandtgpsinthestehut!

EdWalker
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Hereford & Gloucester Canal, 26-28™"
September 2003

L ast weekend saw my turnto brandish the leader-
shipwhip comeround aswevisitedtheH& G. As
usual the pre weekend van, key and people ma-
noeuvreswere asconfusing aspossible, trying to
collect GCW and get me, Ed and Martininthe cor-
rect places with the correct vans and keys at the
righttimes.

Dueto an ever-growing number of volunteerswe
had a 16 of us travelling in the vans, (is that a
record??) pluskit, tools, catering kit and food. |
think thoseinthe back werewell packedin! Col-
lection time at Waterloo and Ed and | arrived in
GCW ontimeto discover that Martinwastill col-
lecting toolsat Dorothy’ sand would be at |east an-
other 45 mins(Martin that ISimpressive even for
you!). We crammed as many people as possible
into GCW, leaving Andi, Nerina, Jean and Jonto
wait for thetrailing Martin.

Off we set and dueto having to collect two Tirfors
from Dauntsey, we set of f on our magical mystery
tour acrossthe country — otherwise know as how
many candss, Stesand accommodationscanwevist
before getting to the one we want! Ed and | had
agreed to split the driving but somehow | wastill
driving whenwereached Dauntsey. Tirforsloaded
and everyone el se packed in we headed off for the
accommodation in Dymock with Ed at thewhes!.
Wefinally arrived at the pub next to the accommo-
dation (lessthan staggering distance!) at 10to 11,
but not before pre-ordering our round! Luckily for
usclosingtimeprovedtobedightly later than usudl!
Back inthehall after the usual unpack of kit, more
beersand toast it wastimefor bed.
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Sat morning came round, as usual too early for
most people. Dueto the number of peopleafull
van of people and kit headed off for site, whilst
theremaining volunteers (those running late or not
coping with morning!) stayed behind to make
lunch. Alsoitwasfinally timeto openthe HUGE
tin of corned beef aswe had enough volunteers
toeatital!

Once on sitefirst job of the day was the ever-
predictablejob of having to move concrete block
from onepileto another asthey wereinthewrong
place. An hour or so, about 300 blocksand an
uncountable number of spiderslater we had fin-
ished and it wastimefor teabreak —well timed
withthearrival of the other van and the brew kit!

Post teabreak it wastimeto tacklethe main jobs
for the weekend, Ed, Dave and Jenny disap-
peared with Blueto re-profilethe canal near the
lock. Allan and co. decided fire was the way
forward and set to working their way through a
Bob sized pileof branches. Therest of usstarted
on the main task of the day, which was uncover-
ing an aqueduct to enableinvestigation later in
the day by some Structural Engineers. Martin
decided the bung in the pipe from the in water
section of canal, just wasn't up to scratch. Re-
moving it proved easy but replacing it wasamuch
moreentertaining (at least for therest of us) chal-
lenge. Martin received the only shower of the
weekend— but | am not entirely convinced about
the cleanliness of thewater!

About thispoint the Tirfor crew of Marcus, Andy
R, Grace and Nat (Fab) decamped to Newent
ur |ast visit.
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Exposing theAqueduct (Tim Lewis)
London WRG News
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Lunchtimecameand went and theafternoon contin-
ued inasimilar vain with more of the aqueduct ap-
pearing and new Jon G creeting sepsinthestegp bank
to provideeasier access. Theday finished withthe
arriva of 6 gudent engineersplustutor to measurethe
agueduct sothey could designitsrepair asaproject. |
amnot sureabout any oned sebut they definitely kept
meentertained by having to keep retaking measure-
mentsasthey had made mistakesthefirst time. Am
not quite surewhat they made of usthough!

Fencing up and back at the accommodation it was
timeto celebrate Marcus' birthday (here shoping |
got that gpogtropheintheright place!) beforetheusud
decamp next door to the pub for abeer or two.

Back on steon Sunday after theusud fabfry upthe
Tirforteemcarried ona Newent, Edfollowed by Nigd
carried onwiththeprofilingwhilst therest of usgot to
trash an old mobilehome. | wish| could have cap-
tured thelook of gleeon severd people sfaces! The
ind dewasstripped followed by thedestruction of the
shell, theburning of asmuch aspossbleonaSMALL
and CONTROLLED fire, yesTimand Russthat ap-
pliestoyoutoo! Theduminiumwasthentrimmedinto
tidy squaresfor recycling before Daveand Ed set to
carvingthebaseframeinto pieces. A definitecaseof
kit formed caravan!
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Back on the Newent site stump and treeremoval
continued and afencing crew joined themtofin-
ishthefencing job started last time and to help
burn the stumpsand tidy the site

Wefinally reached the end of two very success-
ful daysand wended our merry way hope, driv-
erspowered asusual by asupply of Jelly Babies.
Thanksto everyonewho camel hopeyou al had
as good a weekend as me. Also thanks to the
locals, we definitely approve of the hall at
Dymock. Seeyou all next time.

Top: A “small and controlled” fire(TimLewis)
Bottom: Going.... (TimLewis)

Page 10

And athank you from thelocal organiser:
Saly,

Yoursistheonly address| havefor London WRG
so would you do methefavour of passing onthis

message.

Sorry it’ sabit late but thought David P. was do-
ing the honours. | amthesitemanager and | would
liketo say thanksto all your gang who made the
effort to cometo Gloucestershirelast month. Very
impressed with all you did and in particular the
agueduct clearance that uncovered detail that
hadn’t been seen for years. It certainly madethe
surveyor’sjob alot easier. The butch members
of your team seemed to enjoy smashing up the
caravan and stacking it in nice neat piles after-
wards. Surprised to see so many female mem-
bersin attendance - perhaps those butch types
arethe attraction. They clearly don’t come just
to make the tea or do the cooking!

Otherwise avery successful weekend and |ook-
ing forward to seeing you all soon. Will thehall at
Dymock be OK again or would you prefer the
hall at Oxenhall, whichisinavery rural setting
and along way from any noisy pubs?

Brian Fox

| think we can safely say we prefer being next to
the pub in Dymock - Ed.

Gone! (TimLewis)

London WRG News



Tool PaintingWeekend, 11-12" October 2003

The busleft Waterloo at 10.15am on the Saturday,
10.15am?I hereyou cry, Saturday?Yed Thiswasnot
astandard dig but asesson“restoring thekit that re-
gorescands’ (withgpologiestologidtics), backinthe
migtsof timeat the AGM we had decided that atool
painting weekend would beagood ideaand Moose
volunteered theuseof hisboatyard. Somediscusson
at theNationa and wefixed adate, the boatyard be-
ingonly just outsdetheM 25 aSaturday mestupwas
caledfor. Wefindly got totheboatyard at 11.30am
with NJF packed to the gunnel swith LWRG' scom-
pletetool collection. A cup of teawithMoose, Maria
and Marcusandweswunginto action, Mariaand Sa
took thecatering kitin hand and swiftly generated alist
of the extrastuff we needed whilethe blokesmade
lotsof noise cleaning concrete off shovels, and that
wasonly Rick andwithahammer! Showingimpecca
bletiming asever, Tunji rolled upjust aswe stopped
for lunch, gpparently hehad“ Suff” todothat morning.

After lunch Mariaand Marcuswent off to terrorise
downtown Harlow in Beedtie (gpparently Marcushas
now been banned from even more DIY shopsafter
theweekend) while SA and | started thepainting job
and Richard Cool and Rick carried onmaking noise.
Thepainting continued until about 6pm by whichthe
garagelooked liketheAladdin' scavefromtheNa
tional Panto and wewerein possession of afreshly
sharpened and candy striped wrecking bar and many
new bitsof cateringkit. Asthe sun set we headed of f
to apub that M oose had cometo an “arrangement”
withforfood, the® Good Intent” in Sawbridgeworth,
many pintsof Prideand abuffet later weturnedin, in
theupstairsroomof the pubitsdlf!

Thenext morning rolled around and continuing with
thethemeof arelaxed weekend M oose cameround
withteaat about 8.30am, aquick wash and wewere
ontheroad againtofinishoff thepainting. WhileMaria
cooked bregkfadt therest of uscarried onpaintingtools,
eeking out thered paint withwhitespirit asnecessary.
Having an angle grinder and whetstone to hand we
asowent onabit of asharpening spree, sowatch out
next timeyou usethekit: thekitchen knifesaresharp
asarethemeachetes, thechisd sand eventhemattocks!

London WRG News
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Asit reached 5pmwe decided everything was about
doneand so packing thetill dightly tacky toolsback
inthe van wewended our merry way home. Many
thanksto everyonewho hel ped with the weekend;
Moose and Mariafor loaning us the garage and
sortingthefood, Martinfor gathering thetoolsfrom
Dorothy’ sgarage and getting paint, Marcus*“|’ve
gotjus thetool for thatintheback” Jonesfor bringing
Beastieand Sdl, Richard, Tunji and Rick for cease-
lessly painting stuff all weekend, | didn’t know we
owned so much tat!

Ed Walker

Moose carrying out a delicate adjustment to a
bolster (Ed Walker)
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WRG Bonfire Bash, Basingstoke Canal, 7-8"
November 2003.

Thewor k: scrub-bashingonAsh Embankment, remov-
ingtressandvegetationwhichif leftwouldeventuelly threeten
thegtahility of thecand bankswhereit crossestheBlack-
water Vadley onamgor embankment. And burning the
suff wecut downonsomenicebigbonfired Alsoprob-
ably somework ontheback-pumping project at S Johns
thet thesummer Cand Campvoluntearsworked on.

Theaccommodation: theMdtaBarracks, Aldershot.
Full joiningindructionswill besent outtoeveryonewho
booksin. Thereisampleparkingspace, andif youarive
by publictrangport you can bepicked upfromanearby
dation. Thereareshowersat theaccommodation.

Theood: £10for thewhaleweskend, indudingddicious
food from Judeand her team, and acontributiontothe
cogtof the' do’ on Saturday night. (pleesedon’ t bringyour
ownfireworks- Harry & Raphhavegotitdl inhand!)
Andwehopeto beableto arangefor asupply of Red
Alefor Saturday night, butif theti' tyour favouritetipple,
plessebringwhatever is (dthough| deresay theodd trip
totheoff-licencewill bearranged) Bookingformonpage
15.

Thereasonwhy: becausethework nesdsdoing, tose-
aurethelongtermfuturecf thecand. Becauseit’ sachance
toget together withthevoluntearsyoumet onthesummer
Cand Campsandtherest of WRG Becauseit' sjud after
theSthof November andagoodexcusefor aGuy Fawkes

party!

What should you bring?Y our usud cand-diggingkit,
withoneexoeption.... What' stheexception? Just poss-
bly your airbed or carrymat. Becausethereare BEDSIN
theaccommodation. But only for thefirst 93 volunteers
whobookin. Sothere sanincentivetoget thosebooking
formsinpronto!
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KESCRG/London WRG XmasParty

Assomeof youwill have heard from the London
WRG e-mall list, wehave had sometroublefinding
accommodation and astefor the KESCRG/LWRG
Xmasdo, well after alot of work by Martin and
Eddie Joneswe are going to beworking at Froghall
onthe Caldon Canal again, unfortunately theorigi-
nal date was booked already (I believe NW are
having their Xmasdo that weekend) and sowe have
had to change the date to 13-14™ December. The
accommodationisinavillage hall in Kingley but
please note the hall will only sleep about 35 and
while Rupert and Alison have offered to put up a
few people, numberswill haveto be capped at 50.

Ticketsareavailablefrom Brianand MaureenAmos
asusud for the princely sum of £12 (cheques made
payableto KESCRG), the addressis:

13 Trodey Avenue,
Gravesend,

Kent.

DA11 7QN

Please state when booking onif you arevegetarian
or haveany food allergiesand when you will be at
theweekend. Ticketswill dsobeavailablefromlan
Williamson at the WRG Bonfire Bash in Novem-
ber. The London WRG minibus will be leaving
Waterloo at 7pm sharp on the Friday, please con-
tact meto book a seat.

Thethemefor the Saturday night party isLondon
Underground Stations, | will leavetherest of ittodl
the creative people out there!

Remember: placesarelimited so book early to
avoid disappointment.

Ed Walker

London WRG News



PALMERS

' Snippets

From the London WRG Hollywood correspond-
ent, aleak of part of the script to the new “Blues
Brothers” movie:

BREWERY
TOURS

oigest tCch

Seen at the Great British Beer Festival, ever won-
dered what Mike Palmer got up to when he |It's106 milesto Basingstoke, we' ve got afull
wasn't digging? tank of diesel, half apack of jelly babies, it's
dark and we' rewearing hard hats.
Hitit.

| think wetook theinstruction “if itsred, paint it”
abit far thistime (Richard “ Cool” Worthington):

London WRG News Page 13



London WRG
DEES

For up to date information check the London
WRG web pages.
www.london.wrg.org.uk

List

Working Parties. Trangport available Friday eveningintheLondon WRG minibus, meet by thepost
box outside Costa Coffee at Waterloo station; normally at 19:00 but may be
earlier or later depending on distance. Contact Tim, Martinor Lesey for details.

Date L ocation Organiser
8-9/11/03 BonfireBash, Basngstoke Centrally Booked
13-14/12/03 KESCRG/LWRG XmasParty, Froghdl| -

17-18/1/04 DigDeepontheWilts& Berks Moose & Maria
7-8/2/04 TBA TimLewis
28-29/2/04  Dig Deep onthe Basingtoke Canal Andi Kewley
20-21/3/04  BCN Cleanup AileenButler
17-18/4/04 TBA RickAnsl
15-16/5/04 DigDeepontheWey & Arun TBA

Note: Digsmarked “Dig Deep” are on projectswherework isbeing co-ordinated under the Dig Deep
Initiative, aschemeinvolving oursel ves and four other mobile groups (Essex WRG NWPG KESCRG
andWRGBITM).

Social Gatherings: Tuesday night, normally 11 daysbeforeeachdigi.e,
28" October, 18" November (extrasocia), 2 December, 6" January etc. at the
Star Tavern (upstairsroom) Belgrave MewsWest, behind German Embassy on
Chesham Place, from about 19.30till 23.00.

Other Events:

16/12/03 London WRG Xmas Party Ledey McFadyen
26/12-1/1/04 WRG New Y ear Canal Camp, Mon & Brec. Centrally Booked
28/1/04 LondonWRGAGM, TheStar Tavern -

1-3/5/04 Candway Cavalcade, LittleVenice -

8-9/5/04 WRG Training Weekend (TBC) Centrally Booked

hoto contact:
London WRG Co-ordinator: Tim Lewis, 6, DownsRoad, Enfield EN1 1PA.
Phone: 020-83676227 E-mail: im@timlewisorg.uk
Enquiries: Martin Ludgate or Ledey M cFadyen, 35 Silvester Road, L ondon SE22 9PB

Phone: 020-86933266 E-mail: martin.ludgate@wrg.org.uk
London WRG NewsEditor: Ed Waker, 4 Westhorpe Road, Putney, London. SW15 1QH
Phone: 020-87859976 / 07887-568029 E-mail: ewaker@imperid.ac.uk
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Waterway NATIONAL CO-ORDINATING BODY:

FOR VOLUNTARY LABOUR ON THE;
recovery INLAND WATERWAYS OF BRITAIN]

| group

WRG Reunion Bonfire Bash 2003

|| would like to attend the 2003 WRG Bonfire Bash on the Basingstoke Canal
| on November 8th-9th

|
| Forename: Surname:

|
JAddress:

jemail:

I
| Phone:

| L :
J Any special dietary requirements?

|
|| require accommodation on Friday night/ Saturday night/ both nights

: | enclose payment of £ (please make cheques payable to ‘WRG’) for food
J (costis £10 for the whole weekend, based on £1.50 for lunch each day, £1.50 for
| breakfast and £4.00 for Saturday evening meal and party.

|
| How will you be travelling to the Bonfire Bash?

|
|
I . :
j Do you want to work with volunteers from one of this year's Canal Camps or from one
] of the regional groups? If so, which camp or group?

|

| Do you suffer from any iliness, such as epilepsy or diabetes, about which you
I should know, or are you receiving treatment or under medical supervision for any
I condition YES/NO If yes, please attach details on a covering letter.

I
I1n the unlikely event that you should be injured, who should we contact?

|
I Name: Phone:

|
I Signed:
|
I (parent’s signature also required if aged under 18):

|
| Please send this form to:

|
| Bonfire Bash Bookings, WRG, PO Box 114, Rickmansworth WD3 1ZY

\_________—_—__—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_I
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London WRG at Froghall (Tim LeW|s)
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