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Richard and Sal modelling thelatest in WRG fashion...Mud! (BCN Cleanup, Ed Walker)
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From

The
Editor

It sbeen abusy few monthsin London WRG asthe
length of thisedition of LWRG Newswill testify to.
WehavedigreportsfromthedigsontheBaangstoke,
Wey and Arun, BCN Cleanup and the extra dig at
Froghdl, itlookslikethe plan of takingacomputer on
thedigisredly paying off! If youthought thelast few
monthswere busy though the next areeven worse!
Apart from the digs (where we are hitting the
Basngsokeagan, theWiltsand Berksand the Grand
Western) we havetheusua funand gamesat Little
Venicefor Candway CavdcadeandtheWRG Train-
ingWeekendon 10-11" May. All indl abusy caen-
dar, hopeto seeyou on someof theseevents!

TheLondon WRGAGM washeld, asusud, inthe
pub on 28" January (Minuteson page 13, thanksto
Andi for doing these.) and gpart from sorting leeders
for theforthcoming digs(vol unteersfor which seemed
to come easier asthe beer flowed) we managed to
€0n persuade SA to organi sethe Cava cade section of
thenew WRGfundrasngeffort, further detailsonthe
opposite page. Better watch out, as she seems after
volunteerstorunthevariousstands, indudingtheusud
London WRG Cand Name Game stand.

Seeyouat Cavalcade,
EdWalker

New Equipment

After somediscussona theLondonWRGAGM we
havebought alargeamount of new equipment for the
group. Topof thelistisastone saw, asweseemtobe
getting thereputation asan acebrick-laying group it
seemed prudent to equip oursel ves suitably. Thisnew
saw will certainly help with carving up thebricksto
build thefancy walsthat Martin and Matt so enjoy
building. Wehavedecided to serviceour scrub-bash
ingkit asit hasbeenlooking abit poorly of late, some
new bow saw bladesand lopperswill certainly help
there. Our catering kit hasalsorecaved some TLCas
itdidnot redly gppreciateitslongwinter lay over.
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Congratulations...

GotoRhysand Annawhotiedtheknot recently, | am
sureyouwill joinwithmeinwishing them many heppy
yearstogether. Remember that being marriedisnot
cong dered agood excusefor not coming out digging!

Openings

Thelast few weekshave seen alarge number of cand
openings of various types, BW have opened the
RochdaeCand (Agan!), theWWoodham lockspump
house on the Basingstoke hasbeen opened but prob-
ably most important to usvolunteers Aston Lockson
the Mont havefinally been opened! Thisevent was
marked with theusud ribbon cutting, thistimewith
John Craven doing the honoursand awave of boats
headed down thelocksto explorethis5 milesection
whilethe WRGIesheaded downtolock 3for abar-
becue and aspot of sun bathing. No Mont opening
would becompletewithout asessoninthePunch Bowl
innandthisonedidn’t disgppoint, wemanagedtoclear
them out of Pedi by last orders.

Theopening of the* Redway Pumphousg’ (Woodham
Locks, Martin Ludgate)
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Cavalcade Needs
Youl

Asyou may or may not know Canalway Caval-
cadeat Little Veniceisswiftly approaching. With
the 3-5May not that far away it istimefor meto
appedl for volunteersfor theweekend.

Asusua wewill beentering the Pageant of Deco-
rated Boats on Saturday afternoon. Thisyear's
themeisCarry on Canalsso get your thinking caps
on.

In addition to the usual fabulous Canals Tombola
that London WRG runwe area so running astall
for thenational appedl.

The Right Tool for the Right Job

For any of you who have somehow missed the ap-
peal weareaiming toraise£75,000to replace and
buy kit such astwo new vans, dumpers, training
courses, brick sawsand not to mentionanew grid-
dleand 3burcosto ensureweall get upinthemorn-
ingsand theteasupply isconstant! Moredetails
areonthewebsite:

http: //mww.wr g.org.uk/appeal .htm

Thestall for the appea will consst of asilly game
pluslotsof information and | eaflets so we can per-
suadethepublicinto donating. Wewill berunning
both stdlson the Sunday and Monday of theweek-
end.

So| amthereforelooking for volunteersfor thefol-
lowing.

Saturday from about 9am to help decorate our
boat

Sunday and Monday to help man (or woman)
both of the stalls.

All volunteersfor any or dl of thistimeareextremey
welcome. | would bevery grateful if you can either
drop mean email or givemearingtolet meknow
what time you can offer to these fabul ous causes,
so| can ensure ateaand biscuits supply!
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CANALWAY CAVALCADE

LITTLE VENIGE

Additionally we have an extra social to plan our
boat entry, thiswill beheld on Wednesday 30" April,
at 19:30in the Warwick Castle Pub on Warwick
Place(Map below...Ed). Finally therewill asobe
agroup meal of somenatureon Sat night.

| look forward to the offersfloodingin! Alsoany
suggestionsor questions|et meknow.

Thanks
A

Snuitt@ci sco.com
sdlynutt@hotmail.com
07764 902863
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Basingstoke Canal, 8-9" February 2003

For some of us, the weekend started very early in-
deed. LondonWRG straditiond (isit traditiond, Ed?)
visit tothe BatterseaBeer Festival prompted LizW
and Mk2 to claim floor space at Ed's, and Richard
Cool todolikewiseat Sdly’s, and hit thebeerfest on
the Thursday. Martinand Led ey dso showed up, and
wegot into the swing of, well, swinging armswith
glassesof beer at theend of them!

Friday night (we'll gettothehbitinvolving cand resto-
rationinabit, | promise) saw four navviesand four
stsof kitcramintoMk2 sSEAT for thejourney down
toWoodhamVillageHdll, viaan excdlent St-down
fish-n-chipsin Byfleet. Therewasan audiblepop as
Lizand SA weresurgically removed from benesthther
backpacks, intheback of thecar.

Off to the Bleak House, and true to reputation, the
London Pride pumpclipwasturned ‘ round asweap-
proached the counter. Honestly, the place hasbeen
knocked through and extended out So many timesthat
there shardly anywhereto St any more—it’ sdl corri-
dor. TherewasAdnamsBitter anyway, but we dfin-
ishedthet by 10:00aswdl, Martin(minusa’ suffering-
a-home Ledey) andtherest of the LWRG hard-core
havingarrived.

Pretty soon, we' |l talk cand restoration. Honest.

Saturday morning and amidst dozing and darkness,
Martin’ stelephonerings. It was SO tempting to shout
out“lI’'mintheSLEEPINGBAG!” ItwasMatt Taylar,
themorning-lovingrotter thet heis, full of beans(though
Jenny WilsontheNew Wonder Cook had not by that
point started cooking up thebeansfor our bregkfast)
and ready to dig. After ahearty (though nored hearts
wereused inorder to provideit) breskfast, wepiled
into NJF and the Mariamobile and travelled (viaa
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Milton Keynesannumber of roundabouts) toste Three
types of jobs awaited us, asdid ayard full of loca
cand volunteersled by theindomitable Pete Redway
(MiltonKeynesagain! Dunno?L ook it up). Jobtype
1: digout atrench (and thusdividethesteintwofor
theduration) and exposethelast pipelad. Job Type2:
digout aholeinthebanksidefor theoutlet pipe, pile
and backfill. Job Type 3: get the pipesready for being
laid, inthevain hopethat wewill get aroundtolaying
them.

See, | told you cand restoration would comeinto it
soon. Asanasde, you dl know that the Basingstoke
getsvery littlewater —oh, you dl know that, let’ sget
onto thecock-upsand havealaugh at someoned s€'s
expense. Wdll, therewasthe pipe-prep team of Mk2,
Lizand Rich. They neededtotrim thenadgered end
off oneof the pipesand re-chamfer it withtheangle
grinder. Mk2 st towithapand saw. Carefully sawing
adongtheribbingintheplagticpipe, heredised (but dl
too | ate) that thedesignwasinfact aspira, and once
he had completed sawing throughthepipe scomplete
crcumference, found hewasabout 4inchesaway from
wherehehad started! Hasty reparationsweremade,
and much of the afternoon was spent re-making the
end of thepipe.

Mait T, meanwhile, wasdiggingahugeholeinthetow-
path next to thelock entrancewith the Volvo excava
tor. Into thispiling was sunk and oncetheend of the
pipe was exposed — Matthew carefully dug out al
aroundit—it wasfoundto bewel | nadgered. Stepin
(tothehole) Mk2withtheanglegrinder.

The dumper truck was kept busy ferrying the spoil
fromMatt T' sholeto—er, where WERE youtakingit,
Sleepy Dave? Sally had ago, too, and had an early
gtab at the London WRG Driving Award. Having
climbed onto thedumper asking “ what isthe shift pat-
tern?’ to betold“it' son asticker there”, shegot on
withit. 2™ instead of reverseand nearly into Matt’ shig
hole. Sd didtheright thing and climbed straight back
onto the dumper and continued the job, but shedid
not takeit out of 1% gear until Davetook over again.
Davedsonearly didtheholethinglater.

London WRG News



Meanwhile, the piling continued. Another hole had
been dug into the bankside beneath the lock en-
trance for the outlet of the Famous Pipe. People
like Mk2 and Rich barrowed concrete whilst Sal
and Ed worked 19 to the dozen (or rather, 10 shov-
elfulsof sand to half abag of cement) making the
stuff. Peoplelike Mk2 and Rich either showered
Matthew and Liz with concrete or nearly followed
the heavy barrowsdown the hole upon finding the
ground ahit loose. The piling was perfect —abso-
lutely to plan apart from onemissing holeand aneed
to chop thebrace barsin half and clamp them —but
theangle grinder was needed to restorethedolly to
itsorigina shapeafter Richard had practiced manua
piling uponit with adedgehammer.

Matt T switched on hisworklightsand continued
digging. Therest of usattempted to clear our toys
up and spot the difference between JFH and NJF
in the dark. If in doubt, chuck it in JFH and ask
guestions later. Questions like: “Where's the
whacker plate?’

Back at the accomm, the shower key wasdeclared
Not Here, but fortunately, thesmell of Jenny-you're-
such-a-good-cook-oh-PL EEEEA SE-can-you-
make-the-next-dig’ sBeef Bourginon comprehen-
svely outdid thesmell of not-very-clean navvies.

It being officially Nearly Helen Dobbie sBirthday,
a special cake was brought in with such
unblowoutable (new word there) candlesthat asec-
ond cake was brought in with extinguishable
pyrotechnic decorations. Happy Birthday wasduly
sung twice. And so to the Bleak House wherethe
Adnamsactually lasted, and the Sunday lunch count
stood at zero (ask thelandlord). Actualy, the Bleak
has changed management and the new people seem
eager to develop thetrade; actua ly opening on Sun-
daysand laying-in enoughAdnamsfor an LWRG
contingent suggeststhat they arereading thesigns!.

Sunday morning and Matt Taylor and Ed Walker
have|eft for site before anyone other than Jenny-
your-breakfasts-are-very-nice-so-is-there-any-
chance-you-can-make-the-next-dig is up. They
haveleft anote detailing who isonwhat work site
and what jobs areto be expected. Simply put, the
work on Sunday followed the same principle as
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Saturday, ie. onelot go off and scrub-bash whilst
therest stand and stareinto ahole of their choice.

Atthispoint, itisworth pointing out that TimLewis,
who had arrived suspicioudly closeto dinner time
on Saturday night, (&) might takenearly all day to
dart afirebut onceit getsgoing it consumesevery-
thing you feed it and (b) might just have psychic
powers. Hewasdefinitely heard to ask if therewere
any kebson steafew minutesBEFORE hishat fell
off andinto the cut. Martin, meanwhile, had gone
off tolight hisown fire, and quite possibly wonthe
raceto giant, legping flames.

Helen attempted to rein-in the bi scuit-powered hu-
man dynamo that isBob and start the stack-it-up-
neatly operation at the scrub-bashing site. Mk2's
comment wasthat thetop end of thesite“lookslike
aBob’'shitit” and abizarreround-the-firediscus-
sion on the naming conventionsof tropical storms
(yeah, yeah, therest of you can mock but | bet you
werejust garingintoahole...) very nearly assgned
him the nickname“HurricaneBob”. Inthebuson
the way back, Bob allowed a moth to escape to
freedom (probably followed by alesscertain death
then being confined to NJF sinterior) and informed
everyonethat herespectsall God' screatures. Eve-
ryone else enquired asto wheretrees stand. The
answer is, of course, that they don’t stand; they get
chopped down.

Edwill now, I trust, tell you what wasachievedin
and around the holeson the Sunday. Hemight men-
tion Sally’ ssecond stab at the London WRG Driv-
ing Award involving the bucket of themini digger
andthe bridge handrail, but he may not.

Mk2

[Over to you, Ed!]
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Thanks Mark.

The Sunday of the Basingstoke dig started way too
early asMait kicked me awake at sometime before
8am (it wasaround 0730; and | thought I’ d haveto
theloo to myself at that time! —Mk2) and | won-
dered about the sanity of volunteeringto get tosite
early; | blamethe beer and red wine on Saturday
night. Onceon siteMait started to extend thetrench
wedtarted thepreviousday whilel stood intherain
and passed pilesasneeded. After puttingin another
four pileswe briefly stopped to admireour nicedeep
trench and realised we didn’t have any more acro
props for the new piles. At this point two of the
pilescollapsed in. Thesewere swiftly pulled and
replaced and trenching continued. Just aswereached
theright length awhite Land Rover was spotted
heading onto Site.... perfect timing. Sally wasthen
mugged for breakfast sandwichesfor Matt and |
whiletherest of the pipelaying team swung into
action. The pipe section was quickly soaped and
stropped up and lowered into position, but wethen
raninto thefirst problem. Pete had thefirst attempt
at keeping an eyeon the seal ring and preventing it
from kinking asthe pipeswerefitted together, but
after about 2" of winching, the seal irrevocably
kinked and the pipe had to be removed. Teawas
then delivered and drunk.

After aswift brew break we set up for attempt two
onthepipe, thistimewith yourstruly in charge of
thesed. All seemed to begoingwell until atwang
was heard from deep in the pipe and the tension
went. The rope between thetirfor and the end of
the pipe had snapped and shot at high speed to-
wards Steve and Liz who were winch operators.
Needlessto say they leapt out of themanholelike
scared rabbitsjust beforealong length of rope hit
theend of the pipe. Werapidly reconfigured to use
the excavator instead (which hasthe drawback of
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nadgering theend of Mk2' spipe) and the pipewas
pushed back into placewith minimal extratrouble.
The pipewasemplaced in peagravel and wede-
cided to break for lunch.

After lunch Matt started tofill inthetrenchand a
concrete collar was poured around the pipejoint.
Around thistime, Sal madeanother attempt for the
LWRG driversaward asshegot the small excava-
tor stuck whiletrying to drive off the gravel pile.
The machine, having less power than GCW, was
pulled out using thedumper, possibly thefirsttimel
have had to use adumper to removeamired exca
vator!

With darknessfaling, most peopleleft Site, but Matt,
other Matt and | worked onto clear site; thepiles
weredriven around the bywash outfall to prevent
any bank erosion and gear was packed. Two
dumper loads of road stonewere swiftly converted
into atowpath by Matt while| cleared up around
the spoil heap using the other excavator, which be-
ing abit short inthelights department meant | had
to useahead torch!

A very productivedigin quitedifficult conditions;
thanksto everyonewho took part, particularly Jenny
Wilsonfor cooking.

Ed Walker

i - bl
.qj__ o

Matt placing piles(BasingstokeCand, EdWalker)
London WRG News




Wey and Arun Canal, 1-2" March 2003

Asisbecoming current stylewe decided to start
thedig early on Thursday with an extra (just be-
cause) social, breaking convention and trying a
different pub. The Star Tavern proved agood
homefor the evening proving Ed, MKIl, Andi and
myself with somerather fab, steak, steak, bang-
ersand mash and pastaappropriately. Martin,
Lesley and Tunji also joined usto samplethea-
coholicwares.

Back to usual on Friday with the minibus collec-
tion at Waterloo for Richard (Cool) and me. We
arrived asexpected at 9:30 and set off to find the
keys for the accommodation. Typically this
proved to bedightly lesssimplethan hoped. The
dressing-gown-wearing bloke at the addresswe
were given knew nothing of our elusive keys.
What followed was an eclectic sel ection of phone
callsto everyone we could think of. Problem
was solved by aphone call to MKl in the pub,
hence we set off to find the Snail and wencethe
keys! Finally madeit to the pub and therewas
more than enough timeto samplethe | PA at the
bargain price of £1.50!!, beforereturning to toast.

Sat morning, and you will be pleased to hear that
you will finally get to hear about thework. We
were reasonably early out of bed and following
breakfast and some enthusi astic sandwich mak-
ing weset off for site. Luckily or unluckily it was
decided that we were doing the wet westher plan.
To start the day Bab, Lesley, Nigel, Richard T
cleared an areato provide a new home for the
“teleported” container when it arrives. Appar-
ently they new it would take longer than they
thought but was over quicker than expected.
Nigel also managed to split histrousers but that
isan entirely different story. Dave went to col-
lect some more equipment, Mkl persuaded
Martinto giveaDumper lesson. Thisleft Rick,
Richard and myself to tackle digging out theold
culvert, which runsover the new accesstrack and
needed to be replaced with gas pipes. Within
minutes of starting all three of ushad managedto
cover not only ourselves but each other with co-
pious amounts of the clay. The morewe dug the

London WRG News

Working

Party
Reports

deeper the water became and the slipperier the
sides. Thearrival of the gas pipesand sand bags
prompted the start of my day in the excavator
providing MKkl with plenty of loadsworth of prac-
tise. Teabreaksfeatured asusual but work fol-
lowed filling sand bags to create the new track
areaover the gas pipes.

Lunch wastaken in the minibus asthe fantastic
sunshinewasjust abit too much (we wish, the
heavens had opened and wasliving up to itswet
weather plan!). Post lunch work continuedina
smilar vein. Minor entertainment provided by me
managing to get locked inside the excavator cab
and having to pass the keys out the window to
MKkII tolet meout. Theafternoon finished with
the completion of the track over the gas pipes
plusthe beginning of theterram laying. Atwhich
point the heavens opened and we decided that
sinceit was 5:30 |eaving site was more than ac-
ceptable. It wasthen back to accom for Coq au
Vinwith Plum Pieau Vinfor afters! Asexpected
we decamped to the pub for several more pints
of thelPA. Onreturning to the accommodation
we discovered atad too much condensation on
thecallingintheentrance hall and for somestrange
reason decided to mop it off (trust mewhen | say
it seemed like agood ideaat thetimel).

Sunmorning cameround all to quickly for those
of usthat were slightly later to bed, especially
sincewewerewoken upin Traditional Bob style
ielotsof noise and bright light however the tea
and coffee in bed were much appreciated.
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Back onto site and work continued in the glori-
ous spring sunshine (unbelievable | know but it
was actually warm enough for metowork inaT-
shirt —abit of anovelty asam usually dressed
morelike Michelinwoman!). Richard Cool was
living up to hisnamein the excavator, shadesand
al. Whilst therest of uswere clearing the path of
mud beforelaying terram and sand/stone mix on
top to improve the new accesstrack. Unfortu-
nately yesterday’ s downpour had created some
seriously gooey mud. Themost impressivehole
was amost welly depth and several people had
to havethemselvesdug out! Inorder toremove
enough of the mud and leaves sludge it was de-
cided we had to dig until we achieved afirm bot-
tom —am still not entirely sureif that applied to
thetrack or us! Weimproved severa sectionsof
the track with Nigel on dumper duty. Thefinal
job of the day wasto cover the areafor the con-
tainer with terram and tow path chips next to the
canal on the site which was cleared yesterday.
Today’ ssitewas brought to you by theletters T
and Cake.

Extremely muddy wereturned to the hall for the
tidy up and then visited the snail againto return
thekeys. A good weekend was had by all but |
suspect there are several unhappy washing ma-
chinesround the country as| don’t know about
anyone el se but two washes still hasn’t quite got
that mud out of my trousers!!! Many thanksto
all, especiadly Martinand Ledley for their leading
of theweekend. Seeyoual onthe BCN Cleanup.

Sal Nutt
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Froghall, 15-16" M ar ch 2003

Aninteresting weekend thisone, an appeal from
Rupert and Alison for volunteersto go for aweek-
end scrub bashing in Froghall. Never oneto turn
down achallenge | added my nameto the rather
short list and awaited further instructions.

Friday afternoon | journeyed into London and met
Sal at Acton Townwherethat nice Matt Taylor hed
offered usalift tothedig. After abrief food stop at
hishouseand managing to tear oursalvesaway from
the Comic Relief coveragewewere off.

After about three hoursof driving, several milesof
very windy road country laneand ashort sroll across
thefieldswearrived at thelocal pub where Rupert,
Alison, various Fulbourne crew and Tenco were
waiting. Wewerelater joined by Cliveand Marcus,
to add to our select group. After general socialising
and catching up we went back to the weekend's
accommodation, Rupert and Alison’ shouse. A note
to the next person who hasto book us aplace to
stay, | know it’ sabit out of theway for most of the
placeswework but it has hot water, showers, and
even beds—though these got taken by Sal and Mait
because hewas doing breakfast.

Saturday morning | waswoken quite abruptly by
thelargeblindsintheroom | wasin automatically
opening at 7. Usually I'm abig fan of thissort of
thing but thistimeit caused much cursing of morn-
ings, blinds, most of the population of theplanet and
up from there before | hid deeper in my sleeping
bag and waiting for breakfast. Baconny smellspre-
ceded our usual English breakfast and for thetea
drinkersfresh Earl Grey, thisshould put usleve with
the coffeedrinkersand their camp kit “ cafeterid’.

We loaded into the van and set off to Site to see
what therewasto do. Wewere met by members of
thelocal cana society Julie, Mikeand Ivor aswell
asGraham, theman from BW. Wegarted with some
light clearance around the edge and collecting any-
thing that was already there while abonfire was
started and Tenco set up for somelarger scale de-
struction with hischainsaw. Wewereadl very im-
pressed with the abundance of new kit availableto
us, the sharp bow saws were a shock and work
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wonderfully after you manageto removethecard-
board. Also in the kit were two new sets of tel-
escoping loppers, again these were great asthey
were sharp but ask anyone who was there about
thetroublewe had altering thelengths of the han-
dles. Thelocal canal society had also provided an
abundance of cakesfor theweekend so everybody
washappy during teabreaksand lunch. Wereceived
another volunteer at lunchtime, Rick B who called
Marcusfrom the other side of the car park to find
out wherewewere.

Theafternoon mainly consisted of treesbeing cut
down by Tenco at one end of the site, dragged to
thebonfire, cut up, and burnt. Other activitiesgen-
erally involved trying to get fallen branches and
trunksout of thewater by hooking thenwith arake
or pulling them out with arope.

Oncewewereall knackered and had made asuit-
ably large holein the scenery we decided to pack
up and go. Weloaded up the van and set off back
to Rupert and Alison’s, thejourney wasonly inter-
rupted when the hard hat that had been | eft on one
of thevan’ swing mirrorsdecided tofly off, I'msure
it gaveRick abit of ashock ashewasfollowing.
Back at the house therewastimefor ashower and
change of clothesbefore heading off to the pub, the
Holly Bush, for dinner courtesy of the cana society.
The Beer and Beef Casserole were excellent and
everyone el se seemed happy withtheir choices. As
istraditional inthese situationswe managedto run
the place out of at |least two of itsavailable beers
during theevening. Wewereintroduced tothegame
of “ Staffordshire ittles’ whichismoredifficult than
itlooks, especidly whenyou havetofinishonalow
number and continually clear theboard. It sastu-
pid gameanyway and | aminnoway bitter.

Sunday morning waslovely and sunny, to the point
that even without the huge pile of ashwemay have
managed spontaneous combustion of thewood. For
the entertainment of those watching Matt ventured
aongatreethat had falleninthewater to cut pieces
off theendwhilel tied ropeto themto pull themin,
| think that there may have been betsfromthe shore
of whowould goinfirst. Ivor brought atractor and
trailer to beloaded with thelarger logsto betaken
away in, asistraditiona weended up moving them
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and then carrying them back to wherethey started.
BW Graham managed to make alot of friends by
providing ice creamsfrom thevan parkedinthecar
park and it would have been impolite not to stop
work and have them. Aswe got to the end of the
afternoon weloaded up thefireuntil it reached in-
fernolevel asthelocal volunteerscould stay and
watch it and started to pack up.

Back at Rupert and Alison’ swe packed our stuff
and even had another hot shower, two showerson
adigisshocking enough but you expect at |east one
to beicy cold. We said our goodbyes and thank
you's and set off back down the windy lanes to-
ward London.

Sogloriouswesther, 5 star accommodetion and pub
food, definitely agreat weekend for al involved.
Many thanksto Rupert and Alisonfor letting usin-
vade, tothelocalsfor their work, and to Tencofor
the continuoussupply of falentrees

Richard Cool

i cariy et L

Matt and Richard at work (Froghall, JulieArnold)
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BCN Cleanup, 22-23 Mar ch 2003

L ast weekend saw the annual BCN Cleanup come
round againthisyear ably organised by Aileen Butler.
Theweekend saw ustackling the cana sbelow Spa-
ghetti Junctionwiththeusud determinationandlaugh-
ter.

Many of usarrivedin NJF and GCW aswehad trav-
elledtogether (ish) fromWaterloo. Post thescramble
to claim somefloor spacetherewasthe usua oppor-
tunity to catch upwith many peoplel haven't seenin
months, or at least 3weeks!

Saturday morning andthecall for breskfast camefar
too soon. But weweresoonal up and onthe buses
(orinmy caserushing round getting peopleonto buses).
Cuckoo Wharf provided thesigning on point for the
weekend, dlowing usal to damthefabulouswater-
proof gloves(shamethey don’'t makedl inonesuitsin
the same stuff asmy handsended up being theonly
cleenpart of me!), and sdlect your tool of choice(Keb
or Grappling Hook). Many thanksto BW for provid-
ingmany of these. Thestehad beendividedintotwo
aressleftinthecgpablehandsof Ed Waker and Matt
Taylor. A short minibushopandwalk aongthetow
pathlater it wastimeto get sarted. Thehaulswereas
plentiful asthesunshinewith copiousamountsof scaf-
foldingbeing pulled out not tomentiontheusud selec-
tionof traffic cones, Sgns, and bikes. Therewaseven
asuggestionto art thefencing for theNationa Wa
terwaysFestival early aswepulled out severd fence
panelsand fencing blocks!! Therewas hope of an
extremdy big haul asabout 25 of uswith severd grap-
pling hookswered | heaving hard todrag out thesame
item. Eventudly it gaveway for ustodiscover that it
wasonly alargeloop of metd tubing!
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Lunchtime, washed handsand sittingintheglorious
sunshinecameandwent al toofast for most of usand
itwasback towork. Rather unsurprisingly therewas
adight lack of enthusasmtowork under ahugeflyo-
ver purely duetofact it wasdark and cold.

Astheafternoon progressed the two teamsworked
towardseach other mesting at thejunction and then
clearingthearm downtowardslunch. Morescaffol -
ing etc etc waspulled out not to mention anew type-
writer for our illustriouseditor! Moose, Maria, Brian,
Richard Cool and | madethemistakeof volunteering
to pull thebargeround thecorner soit could befilled
upwiththerubbish. Thisonecorner turnedintogoing
upanddownthearmtwice. Asexpected many jokes
about horsesand these new fangled thingscalled en-
ginesnever catchingonwereproffered. However the
painwas soon replaced by laughter whilst watching
Moosefloat the barge acrossto the far sde and at-
tempttoatachittotherailings. Unlikeindl theBond
stylemoviesapparently grappling hooksdon't attach
themselvestorallingsaseadly asportrayed!!

Back at the accommodation and severd gallons of
shower gdl later therdatively cleanand shiny navies
tucked intothebarrelsof beer and the curry athonfor
theapped. Entertainment for theevening waspro-
vided by aquiz, with questionsranging from the seri-
oustotheslly. Thankstothequestion providersnot
tomentiondl thechefsfor thefabfood.

Sunday morning unfortunately had to bean early sart
aswe had to clear the hal by about 9am. Severa
peoplewerethreatened by araw egginthedeeping
bagfor fallingtomove. Butinusua practised style
despitesomesoreheedseverythingwasdearedintime.
After ensuring everyonee sehad left for Site, there-
maining 5of usset of in RFB and had toresort tothe
consensusmethod of navigation duetothelack of mep,
followingaminor miraclewearrived withoutincident
and were soon back on the towpath. A group of us
tackled an areawhich wedecided hasthebest type of
scaffolding (it had extraloopswel ded ontheoutside,
perfect for catching thegrappling hook in, nolonger
doesitroll off!!!) Someimpressivehaulswerehad
withseverd of uspulling out multipleindividua scaf-
folding polesinonepull, and dso aplank whichwe
think came from the bottom of anarrow boat asit
seemed to bemorethanlong enough.
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Lunchwaswell received yet again, however awdll
timed photographer’ sarrival meant it wasdightly
shorter for afew of us. Thelast few hourson site
saw onelast big haul under abridgewith bikes, sgns,
acar door and amini trolley being extracted. Sadly
itwasthentimetofinishup. Astheweary WRGIies
weretaken back to the accommodation several of
us helped to pack up siteand return all of the bor-
rowed kit to BW. Many thanksgoto them for the
constant supply of boats to take away the ever
growing pilesof rubbishwewere accumulating on
thetowpaths.

That brings usto theend of the weekend, many of
uswereextremely grateful to be allowed showers
beforetravelling home especially those on public
trangport! (or should that bethe peoplenext to them
onpublictransport!). Thank youtodl for abrilliant
weekend, to dl those| have mentioned above, any-
onel haveforgottenandtoal for thelaughter which
all waysmakestheweekends. Until nexttime.....

Inresponseto arequest for aL ondon WRG report
of theBCN | have come up with the below, which
need to be dotted into the main report either where
appropriate or whereitismost entertaining!

Megetting lost trying to leave Reading after col-
lecting GCW on Thursday evening. Canl point
out that when you are on the correct road they
havefailed to put up any signsto confirmthis.
The quickest we have ever managed tofill the
buses (notetwo!) at Waterloo, possibly dueto
fact that Rick A wasn't with us!

Having to have NJF and GCW, asevenwith
some very cresative packing we would never
havegot 12 of uspluskitin GCW!

Listening tothesame GCW tapefor theentire
journey to and from Birmingham only for meto
discover on the driveto return the van, there
were 2 more in the dash board! Well it was
either that or SAGA FM.

Managing to sleep with 7 of usinagap more
sensibly designedfor 5. Nottomentionthesite
jacketwall.

Mass consumption of Jelly Babies, (for those
interested the next meeting of Jelly Babies
Anonymousis......... )
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BCN

Cleanup

M oose hanging onto therailings on the oppo-
stebank whilst tryingto attach thebarge. Sorry
Moosebut it wasextremely entertaining!

The photographer who turned up just as we
started lunch, Matt, Bob and myself did the
honours, but couldn’t decideif my musclesor
thesmilewould giveway first as| wasasked to
hold the same posefor far too long, my bet was
def thelegmuscles! Likewisewith Matt having
to hold an action shot with ahugewooden crate
which had taken two peopleto pull out.

Bob' sfantastic supply of chocolates.

Many peopleamost throwing themsalvesin af-
ter their grappling hooks.

Brick, Bricksand moreBricks. (Wl itwouldn’t
beal ondon WRG dig without at |east afew!)
Theblack gungewhich really doesn’t wash off
unlessyou removehdf theskin off your amsas
well.

Some people managing to stay relatively clean
whilst someof us, well letsjust say the muck
seemsto be moreattracted to certain members
of WRG

Congratulations to the person who got their
grappling hook caught round alamp ontheop-
posite bank and had to get the caretaker to de-
tach them!

Not to mention themany moreincidentswhich
| can’t remember or frankly don’t want to!

Sal Nutt
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British Waterways

Waterway Manager, Roger Hermington
Birmingham and Black Country Canals

Dear Aileen

Re: Birmingham Fazeley Canal Clean Up

May we take the opportunity to extend a huge thanks to you and your
team of volunteers for all your time and effort over the weekend during
the clean-up activities,

We've just had official figures back that confirm that you collected over
/0 tonnes of rubbish, which is the most yet!

It's really encouraging to see such a large group of people dedicated to
the canals of Birmingham and the Black Country and you can be
assured that the results of your work will be enjoyed by all those using
the canals in the future.

We attach a copy of some of the press coverage we've picked up already
- we'll forward any further cuttings to you.

We look forward to working with you on future projects.

J

RogerHerrington Tony Duffield
Waterway Manager Environmental Services

Yours sincerely,
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London WRGAGM 2003

Attending: Aileen, Alan, Andi, Bob, Ed, Helen,
Martin, Matt, Richard W, Sal, Steve, Tim, Tunji

Agenda:
Digsfor therest of theyear, See back cover.

Itemsto buy

Loppers—Ed.

Rake (metal) — Ed.

Brick Saw cost of £530. Offer to buy thison be-
half of theWRG apped with LWRG tolook after it
andloanit out when needed. If not decisionto buy
thisanyway aswedo so much brickwork thesedays.
Query of maintenance—Edtomaintain. - Ed
Diamond bladesasabove.

Hard hats X10—Ed.

Tacho agreed to keep areserve of £250 for the
installation of a new tacho in any new minibus
LWRG has. Timand Andi towriteaformd |etter to
the WRG board requesting atacho to be put inwith
adonationfrom LWRG asto the cost.

Keb—Rick to donate.

Burco nut—Martin

Cutlery containers—Aileento liasewith Kescrg.
Saw blade covers—Ed to find out whether these
can be bought independently.

Edtoliasewith Paula(treasurer) re moniesto buy
theaboveitems.

Money raising

Tombola at Cavalcade is the main LWRG fund
raiser particularly when manned by Mait, Sal, Tunji
and Bob the builder!

£150 donation from London and Stoke on Trent
IWA branches-Many Thanks.

Helen suggested another * adventurous' fundraiser
for WRG central eg Abseiling from Pontcysyllte
Aqueduct (if that’ spossible). ToliasewithMike
Palmer and keep any interested Lwrgiesup to speed.

London WRG News

London WRG
AGM

Minutes

Publicity / Recr uitment

Publicity viaNavvies

Tunji working onanew LWRG T-shirt with map
and website design. Requestsfor purpleand black
t-Shirts.

Bob and Rick A to liase with Mooseto obtain the
Advertisng sandwich board.

Edtorecruit students.

Andi to get LWRG included in volunteer bureau’'s
throughout London. Liasewith Tunji for new leaflet
and Head officefor canal camp brochures.

Alan proposed theideaof getting aLwrg business
cardfor Lwrgiesto be ableto hand out to friends
and acquaintances. Steve, Andi and Tungi toliase.
Magnetic paper to produce boat | abels.

Lwrg news- viaEd many thanksfor hishard work
throughout theyear! Keep thedig reportscoming.
Suggestionsof acrossword from Matt, wordsearch
fromRichard—all welcome. Edistogiveout email
deadlinesto encouragearticles.

Web site- viaTim again many thanks!

Any Other Business

Pirate club- Alan established willingnessby Lwrgies
to have an extraday working in London at the pi-
rateclub. TBA.

Tool maintenance- |deaof paintingtoolsat Stehasn't
been successful. Usudly too busy and thetool sneed
timetodry. Everyonekeento re-establishthetra
dition of apainting bbgor smilar. Martintoinves-
tigate how to work thisinto our schedule, redig
dates, painting location etc. Andi to chase.

Tim/Tunji toarrange summer boat trip.
Datefor next AGM 29" January 2004.

Andi Kewley
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WRG
Training

Weekend

WRG Training weekend 2003: 10-11"" M ay

Thisyear’ strainingweekendwill beheld a theBritish
Waterways heritage skillstraining centreat Hatton
Locksagain over theweekend of May 10th-11th.
Thisisavery civilised placeto hold such aweek-
end aswearekindly alowed theuse of BW’ smeet-
ingroomsandfacilities.

Trainingwill beavailableontheusud plant andtrans-
port such asvans, trailers, dumpers, excavatorsand
alsotractors, whichwewill beusing again at the
National Waterways Festival. Therewill also be
short coursesin bricklaying, heritage pointing, first
aid and Safety regulationsamongst others.

av

T
recavery

Theweekend isdedicated primarily totraining, so
thereisnoofficid ‘work’ onstecother than mending
the plant that we have broken! However wedotry
to keep you as busy asyou want to beand help is
alwayswelcomed back at the accommodation. It
isalso achanceto meet other volunteersand often
some of theleadersfrom campsyou planto do or
havedone! Goon! You know it makes sense!

If youareinterestedinjoining usfor thewholeweek-
end or just oneday, smply request abooking form
andreturnit assoon aspossible.

Cost of theweekend coversfood only andislikely
to be £10 for the weekend or £5 per day.

For aform or moreinformation, please contact me
Ali Bottomley, 53 Redgrave Close, St James Vil-
lage, Gateshead, NE8 3JD or ring meon 0191 422
5469. Alternatively, risk sending an email but re-
member that | am ateacher and I’ m alwayson holi-
day (sothey reckon!) Email address:

a.bottomleyl@gateshead.org
Hopeto seeyou there.

Ali “‘Womble Bottomley

Ty

W

\

" b r =
o \

)

Y ou could bepart of thisphoto..... (Training Weekend 2002, Alan Lines)
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London WRG
DESS

~or up to dateinformation check the London WRQ
veb pages.
www.london.wrg.org.uk

List

WorkingParties: Trangport avallable Friday eveningin the London WRG minibus; meet by thepost
box outside Costa Coffee at Waterloo station; normally at 19:00 but may be
earlier or later depending on distance. Contact Tim, Martin or Ledey for details.

Date L ocation Organiser
17-18/5/03  Dig Deep onthe Basingstoke Cana EdWaker
7-8/6/03 Grand Western, Taunton Nat Belderson
5-6/7/03 TBA Allan Scott
2-3/8/03 Dig Degp ontheWilts& BerksCand Matt Taylor
6-7/9/03 TBA Tunji Fdeye
27-28/9/03 TBA Sal Nutt
18-19/10/03 TBA - Probably Dig Deep AileenButler
8-9/11/03 BonfireBash, CotswoldsCands Centrally Booked

6-7/12/03 KESCRG/LWRG Xmas Party -

Note: Digsmarked “Dig Deep” are on projectswherework isbeing co-ordinated under the Dig Deep
Initiative, aschemeinvolving oursalves and four other mobile groups (Essex WRG, NWPG KESCRG
andWRGBITM).

Soual Gathermgs N Tuesday night, normally 11 daysbeforeeachdigi.e,
6" M ay, 27" M ay, 24" June etc. at the Jugged Har e pub 400 yards South of
VictoriaStation a ong Vauxhall Bridge Road, from about 19.30till 23.00.

Other Events:

30/4/03 ExtraSocial, Warwick Castle Pub, Little Venice -

3-5/5/03 Canalway Cavadcade, LittleVenice -

10-11/5/03  WRG Training Weekend, Hatton Centrally Booked
21/5/03 BCN TreasureHunt -

5/8/03 Extrasocia, Great British Beer Fest, Olympia EdWaker
22-25/8/03  National WaterwaysFestival, Beale Park, Reading -

16/12/03 London WRG Xmas Party, Canal Museum? Ledey McFadyen

Whoto contact:

London WRG Co-ordinator: Tim Lewis, 6, DownsRoad, Enfield EN1 1PA.

Phone: 020-83676227 E-mall: im@timlewis.org.uk

Enquiries: Martin Ludgate or Ledey M cFadyen, 35 Silvester Road, L ondon SE22 9PB

Phone:; 020-86933266 E-mall: martin.ludgate@wrg.org.uk
London WRG News Editor; Ed Walker, 226A BatterseaPark Road, London. SW114ND
Phone: 020-79679771/07887-568029 E-mail: ewdker@imperid.ac.uk
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Nigd and Sd laying drain pipes(Wey andArun, Martin Ludgate)
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