












Introduction 
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The film INLAND WATERWAYS was made to be shown to members of the staff 
of the Docks and Inland Waterways Executive, but it is also available to schools, 
film societies and similar users. Its purpose is to show something of the ways in 
which boats move about the canals of the country and how the traffic is con­
trolled. It is an introductory film, and as such avoids lengthy verbal explanation, 
but there are a great many practical aspects of canal work to be learned from it. 
Many of these-for instance, boat handling and lock operation-are shown in 
some detail, and the best practices are observed. 

No film can be comprehensive on this subject. It is recommended that, at any 
showing, a short introductory statement about the film and the reasons for 
showing it to the present audience should be made, and that the audience be 
encouraged to ask questions afterwards. This handbook is intended to assist the 
speaker. 

The main story of the film/ is centred round one of the canals used by narrow 
boats, the Grand Union. Working a pair of boats on a canal like this is the same in 
principle as working any boats on any canal. From time to time the narrative is 
interrupted to make comparisons with other waterways and other methods 
elsewhere in England. 

On the Grand Union section, most of the northbound trade is in metal for 
Birmingham from Regent's Canal Dock and Brentford, grain for Northampton 
and Wellingborough, raw materials for the paper mills near King's Langley, 
cased goods for Birmingham and timber for such places as Wolverton, Northamp­
ton, Coventry and Leicester. The boats usually return via the Coventry coalfields, 
where they load fuel for the paper mills, power stations and other users. Elsewhere 
the canals serve the needs of, for instance, the Potteries, the salt industry in 
Cheshire, and the engineering works of the Midlands. 

Many of Britain's industrial centres grew where they did because the localities 
were well provided with water communications. The great rivers were the earliest 
waterways on which navigation developed. In the seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries many rivers were improved so that larger boats in greater numbers could 
use them. In 1769 the first artificial canal was built by James Brindley, to carry 
coal from the Duke of Bridgewater's mine at Worsley to Manchester. 
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