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CANAL PLEASURECRAET (Stourport) LTD.

STOURPORT-ON-SEVERN, WORCS. Tel: 2970

Established in 1950 and the first _to design and build Motor Cruisers
especially for use on the whdle of the Canal and Rivar network.

2 to 6 berth cruisers for hire From Stourport and Stone
% Closed-circuit Keel Cooling % Electric Shaving point
% Hot water to all cabins % Large Refrigerator

% .Large fully opening windows * Formica Surfaces

% Gas cooking with oven and grill % Electric Lights

% Pye Transistor built-in radio % Dunlopillo Cushions

Hiustrated Brochure on request

"Water Gipsies'at Weedon, in the
heart of unspoiled waterways,
offer six different holiday routes.
Send for full colour broadsheet to,

WATER GIPSY CRUISERS,
Globe Inn, Stowe Hill, Weedon,
Northants. NN7 4RZ. Tel. Weedon 763

NANTWICH PLEASURE CRAFT

BASIN END . NANTWICH . CHESHIRE
The ideal place to start from- 4 -6 berth specially built hire baats.

All communications to:-

SIMOLDA LTD. (Boat Builders and Boat Hirers)
MARTIN STREET (off Earle Street), CREWE

Capacity lengeh 22 fe.

boat al Iers Capaclty weight 27 cwt.

Model 14/800 KD

/i Capacity weight 800 Ibs.
;% Capacity length 14 ft.
4 £58.0.0

Available from 200 Ibs. to
36 cwt. capacity, for boats
from 10 ft. to 28 ft. in length.

Write for our fully illustrated

folders giving details of all
models.

LEW-WAYS LTD.

Watling Street, Cannock,
Staffs.
Telephone: Brownhills 2565
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Editorial

We apologise for the late appearance of this issue, following the National Rally at
Guildford. Detailed accounts of the Rally and lists of prizewinners will no doubt be printed
elsewhere - we have concentrated instead on a pictorial record of some of the highlights,.
With this as the main feature, others have been reduced to & minimum,

We believe the Rally was successful, we hope it raised a substantial sum of money for
restoration funds. It certainly provoked favourable reactions in Guildford, and we hawe no
doubt it gave the Basingstoke Canel campaign enother good shove forward. To all those who
helped, whether on site, or in advence by putting up posters, prepering information stands
or signs, or doing one or probably more of the multifarious tasks an event like this requires,
we say & heartfelt 'Thank you', After eight years the Branch has run another National Rally.

* * *
.

It seems to be the fashion these days to "knock™ people who do not share your own point
of view in walerway matters, even if they are basically on the same side, The I.W.A. is a
comperatively small orgenisation, and it must give great joy to those who see no future for
the watermays to watch our members locked in mortel combat with one another., We have a common..
aim, and we must see to it that we do not allow ourselves to be deflected :into bickering as to.
how best to attein it. All our members cén help the campeign, whether with administretion,
publicity, boating (yes, using canals by cruising on them is active campaigning - without
boats we should need no navigable channel), by voluntary menual work, by giving lectures and
in many other ways. This does not mean that those who only pay their subseriptions and read
the journals are of no value or interest to the Association, It is their interest and their
support that eneble those who have the time and inelination to campaign more actively, more
effectively, with the knowledge of a wider basis'of support behind them., Those who can
contribute may do so in different ways - all consume time and energy, even if the task is
less spectacular, EVERYONE MJST PULL TOGETHER -~ DISSENSION WILL GET US NOWHERE,

* * *

We are pleased to say that we have had a promising response to the appeal for a new Editor
in the last issue, and we hope that he, she, or they, will be in office for October. As we lay
down the temporary editorial pen we should like thenk our contributors and those who have
supported and encouraged us in different ways, particularly our logsuffering printers, Messrs
Luffs of Slough, who have always gone out of their way to be helpful,

TIM AND LIZ DOIWELL

Regrettably no pictures were available of David Lyttle's excellent production
'Down the River and Up the Cut'.

We are asked to meke it clear that while Mr Peter Higgs, the writer of the letter published

in "Wavigation'! referred to in our last issue, agreed that his letter should not be printed

in '"Windless', he did not intend it to be implied that ell the views expressed were withdrewm,
Edo

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: Photographs on pages 5,7,8 & 10 by courtesy of Hugh McKnight Photography,
on page 3 by courtesy of Dieter Jebens who also advised on layout, cover and pages 6 & 8
supplied by K.Capon of Godalming, We also gratefully acknowledge help with processing from
Keith Joyce,



NATIONAL RALLRY

With over 360 craft finally entered for the Rally, boats began arriving on the
Saturday of the previous weekend, while moorings were still not marked out,
and while bank trimming and other activities were still in progress, By the
end of the weekend some fifty boats were moored, many, like the Wolverhampton
Boat Club, to await their owners' return the following weekend,




We reprint below, with acknowledgement to the 'SURREY ADVERTISER' this editorial which
appeared on August 2lst. Whether one agrees with all the sentiments expressed or not it shows
that the aims of the Rally were certainly appreciated outside our own circles,

Water under the bridge ?

The public's memory is short. The upsurge of interest in the Surrey rivers and canals which
resulted from the Inland Weterways Association’s rally of boats on the Wey a fortnight ago is
already subgiding. It will be a pity if the public's representatives forget the lesson which the
380 river craft, having travelled to Guildford from many parts of the country, illustrated so
clearly,

The waterways, once the major routes of Britain, are coming into their own again, Holidays
and weekends afloat are giving peaceful pleasure to more peeple every year, and it is & happy
thing that, a century and a half afiter the railways began to bring to an end the great ara of
canals, so many navigable waterways still exist. It is possible to journey from the Mersey to
Godalming withou} travelling over dry land or salt weter - and for the last few miles, from the
Thames, to trawerse one of the most beautiful and historic of all navigable waterways,

The maintenance of the Wey is in the safe hands of the National Trust (thank= to the public
spirited generosity of the late Mr Harry Stevens)., The improvement of the riverside in Guildford
itself depends on the plamming authority and the town council - and some of their proposals are
viewed with mixed feelings. The rural reaches of the river will remain unimpaired.

Tasre is also in Surrey, however, enother ancient waterway, fallen into disuse and decay =
the Basingstoke Canal, which once took barges from the Wey at New Haw, through Woking to the
county boundary at Ash end then on to Basingstoke. It was in the hope of encouraging the campaigns
for restoration to use of this canal (or, at least, 32 miles of it = the collapse of the Greywell
Tumnel, would make it impossible to restore the Basingstoke end) that inspired the Guildford Rally,

Surrey and Hampshire county councils are studying the cost of acquisition end restoration
of the canal as a linear park through what will become, within decades, one of + he most populous
end developed areas in Southern England, It would, in fact, cost far less to put the canal into
working order again than to fill it in « though the cheapest solution would be the plan of the
owner company to abolish the locks and run sections through culverts %o enable some land to be
turned to other uses,

This, of course, would ruin it as e waterway, and it is very much hoped that realism and
idealism cen be reconciled by the county councils,

The suggestion that yet another Surrey canal should be brought into use again, made in a
letter onthe previous page of this issue, has a sitrong element of idealism indeedy, but is a
1little weak on realism.

The Wey=-Arun Canal, from Stonebridge Wharf, Shalford, via Cranleigh and the Sussex Weald to
the navigable Arun, linking the Thames with the English Chammel, last carried barges nearly a
century ago, end much of it has long been nothing more then a shallow depression in the ground,
At Linersh Wood, Bramley, it runs through the gardens and under the windows of an estate of
houses built since the war, Elsewhere aqueducts and locks have been demolished,

Mr P.A.L.Vine, in his book, "London's Lost Route to the Sea", estimates the cost of
restoration of the canal (with new cuts at Bramley end Alfords where development has taken place
on the old route) to be about £1 million, and the revenue is unlikely to exceed £5,000 a year.
That was six years ago.

Cloarly the restoration of the Bagingstoke Cangl far which the Surrey and Hampshire Canal
Society has campaigned with such enthusissm and skill, is a practical possibility, The
recpening of the link between the Wey and the South Coast is not « splendid dream though it mey
be,

Mearwhile there is the River Wey = still a fine, working waterway, on which the last
barges plied commercially until last year., It is en asset 19 be cherished at all costs,



Notable craft attending included Les Harris!'
Basingstoke Canal monster, made of rubbish
from the canal, and a feature of more than
one local carnival, There was also the steam
launch 'Janet! pictured (right) on the wey
to the Rally at Triggs Lock « and then there
were the narrow boats of many shapes and
sizesy with a strong contingent from the
Narrow Boat Owners Clube







Canoe rolling disvlays by the Guildford
Canoeistsy a greasy pole contest over Millmead
Lock and a dongola race organised by Guildford
Rowing Club were popular attractionse On the
Saturday evening a waterborne steel band
delighted the crowds on the towpath, and later
thousands attended the Barbecue and Barn Dance
at which guest singers were David Blagrove

end Bob Roberts (right), skipper of the
sailing barge 'Cambria', performing on the
traditionally decorated stage




The Rally was well supported by boat

clubs from far and near., Lymm CeCs from

the North-west with 10 boats won the

0ffley & Slack Propellor - presesnted by

Robert Aickman at the Dinner, The new

Guinness Unpowered Trophy went to Piers

Plowman for a trip in his Wayfarer

dinghy from Bedford through the derelict

locks to the Wash and round to the Thames

by sea = sailingytowing or rowing all the waye The Alfred Ritchie Challenge Cockerel for the
stearer of the best working boat went to Nick Hill of 'Jaguar' who arrived with a load of coal
for Godalming coal merchant, DeWeLees




Guildford Lifeguards were on hand throughout and gave demonstrations, The Festival Queen,
Hazel Mills, Lee & Stort Ce.C. member on a coach visit, and Jean De'Ath off 'Sula', the
runner=up, made their tour of honour, and all the while the crowds thronged the banks,




THE SURREY AND HAMPSHIRE CANAL SOCIETY

Woking, Surrey.
August 13th 1970

Dear Sir,

I would like to thank the Inland Waterways Association and members of London and Home
Counties Branch who worked so hard to give us the magnificent National Rally of Boats at
Guildford,

The rally brought national support for this society's long campaign for the restoration
of the Basingstoke Canal, and its success will enable us to speak from a greater position of
strength in future. The sight of so many boats bearing our Save the Basingstoke Canal sticker
was a great encouragemente

I am sure tkat the rally will not only benefit the Basingstoke Canal, but also Guildford
as a riverside town and the lovely Wey Navigation., Perhaps, in the not too distant future,
we can repeat the performance = on the Basingstoke,

Yours faithfully,
JUNE SPAREY Hon, Secretary,



Fction

Mz I thank all of you who have returned the Action Group form that was included in the
last issue of Windlass, At the time of writing we have received forms from about 40 new volunteers
and others are still coming in, I trust you will all accept this as an acknowledgement as the
cost of postage makes it impossible to reply to everyone,

One or two people have mentioned that there was no form in their copy of Windlass, If
yours was missing and you wish to offer some of your time to the work of the Action Group I
have plenty of spare copies if you would care to drop me a line,

Ta: Branch Commitiee agreed at their July meeting that in future donations received on
behelf of the Association as a result of lectures organised by the group should go to the
National Waterways Restoration Fund unless the speaker expressed any other wish, All organisations
to whom we offer speakers are asked to make a donation, no matter how small, and we should not
be shy of reminding them at the time of the talkyparticularly in view of the excellent cause to
which the money will be put,

RON STAINTON,

-

ANSWERS TO QUIZ NO, 19

1,Ashted Tunnel, on the Digbeth Branch of the B.C.N.,lies below the top lock of the Ashted flight,

2. Endon Wherf is on the Caldon Canal and is to be the new headquarters of the Stoke on Trent
Boat Club,

E. Wrens Nest Basin is at the end of a branch within the Dudley Tumnel,

o A tide mill is a watermill on a tidal river which is worked by holding back the ebbing tide.
The remains of one can be seen at "Three Mills™ near Bow Locks,

5¢ The following reservoirs feed the Tring Summit of the Grand Union ~ Wilstone (110 acres),
Tringford (27 acres), Startopsend (26 acres) end Marsworth (20 acres).

6o A strapping post forms a bollard on the top gate of some narrow locks and serves the dual
purpose of checking a boat entering the lock and shutting the gate at the same time,

The Gladwin and White trilogy
ENGLISH CANALS

is now available in bound form. Comprising “A Concise History”, “Engineers and
Engineering’” and *‘Boats and Boatmen”, in a cloth binding, the price is 48/- (plus 2/-
postage), and may be obtained from The Oakwood Press, Tandridge Lane,
Lingfield, Surrey, or your IWA Bookstall.

N.B. — The individual parts, of course, may still be obtained in the same way. Price
I5/- each (plus 8d. postage).

RIPARIAN OWNER SERVICE T.HarrisonCh
Meadhurst Park Nursery, Sunbury-on-Thames, M

CAMPSHEDDING LANDING STAGES _
LANDSCAPING TREE PLANTING®)




WINTER PROGRAMME

Book the following dates now = all at 7 for
7030 Pem, &t the Albert Tavern, Victoria St.,
S.W.1l, near St James Park Underground Station.

Thursday October 22nd L.A.Edwards, the welle
known writer and waterway authority, will be
speaking and showing slides on YEast Angliean
Waterways!,

Wednesday November 25th David Tomlinson on
*The Yorkshire Derwent and the Pocklington Canal!

Wednesday December 1léth
Thursday Jenuary 2lst
Thursday February 25th
Thursday March 18th

SLOUGH PUBLIC MEETING = Tuesdsy September 29th
The Slough Canal Group Public Meeting =
Churchill House, Windsor St., Slough at 8 pem.
Films, slides and discussion on various
espects of the fubture of the Slough Waterway.

details to be
ammounced,

PUBLIC DAY CRUISE « Sunday October 18th

On the G.U, from Lengley towards Rickmansworth.
Tickets price 10/« at the Public Meeting or
from Mr W,R.Skelton, 3 Downs Rd., Langleys,

CROFTON PUMPS

Following the very successful opening weekend .
on August 22nd/23rd the Kemmet & Avon Canal
Trust's beam engines at Crofton will be
steamed egain on September 26th/27th end
November 7+th/8th, Admission 2/6d « further
details from N.F.Reynolds, 11 The Vineyard,
Richmond, Surreys

TOWPATH RAMBLE « Sundsy Septmber 27th

Along the G.,U, from Tring to Leighton Buzzard
with a stop for lunch, Meet 10,45 Tring
Station « useful trains, Euston 9,50, Harrow
10,05, Watford Junction 10,1k, Further details
from Peter Ward,2l Lemmox Gardens, Dollis Hill,
London NJWel) Telephone 01=}52=9913,

Reecent Activities

CRUISE UP THE STORT - September 26th/27th

To celebrate a cruise the Les & Stort Cruising
Club end other-eraft are making up the Stort
the Bishop's Stortford River Society are
organising an informal 'Sausages and Mash
Supper! on Saturday 26th at the Rhodes Centre,
Bishops Stortford at 7,00 pem. price 15/-
including musical entertainment, Further details
from Mrs K.AcVince, 3 Linksides Road, Bishops
Stortford, Herts,

WORKING PARTIES

DUDLEY DIG September 26th/27th,
What looks like being this year's mejor working
party is being plarmed by local waterway
organisations for the derelict Parkhead Locks
of the Dudley Canal no, 1 line and their
environs, On Saturday evening there's to be a
Barbecue end entertainment, Details and
{transport by arrangement with Grahem Palmsr,

li Wentworth Court, Wemtworth Avenue, London
No3e 01~3h6-h9h9o
STRATFORD CANAL  October 17th/18%th,
Coming eway from our 'own' section we shall

be tackling the locks, towpath and banks in
the Preston Bagot aree, which need attention,
Hard work and good company are promised, For
more details and transport contact Graham
Palmer as above,

*

ISLINGTON '70

Part of this Festival on July lth-12th was a
re=enaction of the original opening ceremony
of the Regents Canal 150 years ago in 1820,
with many local dignitaries and importent
people present, The 'Lady Rose of Regemts!
and the *Jenny Wren'! were used and were
accompanied by trumpet fanfares, trass bands
etco



ESSEX SHOW

The flags of the I.W.A. and the River Stour
Trust were flown end campaigning continued

at the Essex Show on June 19th/20th, Consider-
able interest was shown by the general public,

WELCOME TO 'BEN MACDUI'

With much jollification and celebrat ion
Beauchamp Lodge's thames lighter 'Ben Macdui'
was established as their new floating Club
House at Little Venice on July 9th. She joins
neb's 'William' and 'Sweden' already well
known for their holiday cruises round the
country.

RALLY AND FETE « CASSIOBURY PARK

Organised by the Spastics and the St Pancras
Boat Club on July 1llth, this event was a
breakthrough when Watford Council allowed a
boating event to be held in the park for the
first times The INeAs and GeUe.CoSe. stands did
well end boat~ handling demonstrabtions and
boat trips provided major attractions,

ROMNEY MARSH WATERWAY AMENITY COUNCIL

A group with this impressive title, composed
mainly of members of the Hythe, Dymchurch

and Rye Chambers of Commerce, has recently
been formed to investigate the possibilities
of re=-opening the Royal Military Canal, Any
members interested in+this venture please
contact Ron Stainton, Middle House, Station
Rdey Pluckley, Ashford, Kent, with their views,

LEE AND STORT DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

A vacancy in our four representatives on this
committee has recently arisen, and since we
would like to maintain all the influence we
can in this area, any member feeling he or she
could fill this seat please contact Norman
Underwood, L2 Lordship Lene, London N 17,

TAKE A CRUISE FOR YOUR
PARTY OUTING

hire

ADVENTURESS

Trips from 1% - 3 hours through the lovely
Stort Valley. Fully Licensed. Refreshments.
Sunshine roof, sidescreens if wet. Toilet on
board.
Coupled with set meals in the Old Granary
if required.
4d. Stamp LEA & STORT HIRE CRUISES
Little Mallingbury Mill, Nr. Bishop’s
Stortford, Herts.
Tel: Sawbridgeworth 3568

KENNET VALLEY COACH TRIP

As a member of the Newbury Branch of the K & A
I was anxious to see what had been done so far
to make the waterway trafficeworthy between
Reading and Hungerford, so this coach trip
suited me admirably,

At 1030 we were on the coach and Ralph
Radbourne explained things as we went along,
We learnt of some of the difficulties
experienced in the past in navigaling through
Reading and inspected the waterfront and
Bridge Street Bridge.. Leaving the town we

visited Burghfield and on to the present limit

of navigation at Tyle Mill,
I+ was e glorious suny day and the country
was beautiful to behold, The boats and anglers

were & good augsry for the future of the canal

as an amenity,

After inspecting the work at Hampsiead Marshall
Lock we pressed on to the Dundas Arms at
Kintbury, where we enjoyed our beer and
sandwiches in a bar overlooking the canal, In
the afternoon we looked round the pretty
village of Great Bedwyn and so on to Crofton
where the volunteers were putting the finishing
touches to the engine which was being
overhauled, We watched the ducks on Wilton

Water and then had a picnic tea before heading

back to Readinge
It had been a most enjoyable snd instructive

daye
JeA. de C HAMILTON,

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

FOR SALE Dinghy Rack, adjustable, fits any
meke of care. £3. Can be seen weekends at New
Hew (apply cruiser 'September Song' ). Webb,
16 Balfour Road, Brighton,

LADYLINE, THE BIG NAME IN BOATING and THE
BOAT SHOWROOMS OF THE MIDLANDS invites you to
view the largest display of boats and engines
in the country &t :-~ BETTON ROAD, MARKET
DRAYTON, SHROPSHIRE, Phone MARKET DRAYTON
3101/3102/2267 and BARBRIDGE, NEAR NANTWICH,
CHESHIRE, phone WETTENHALL 682, Also HANBURY
MARINA, HANBURY ROAD, DROITWICH, WORCS, phone
DROITWICH 3002 (evenings 3017)

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS rates are 3d pers
word. Try a classified advertisement to obtain
what you want or dispose of what you don't,



Jaint Line Cruisers

RUE DE L'AQUEDUC, POINCY PAR TRILPORT,
SEINE ET MARNE, FRANCE

4 & 6 Berth Luxury Cruisers for Hire
on the French Rivers and Canals

Continuous Hot and Cold Water
Navigation Charts

Flush Toilets

Transistor Radics

Hot Showers

Economical Diesel Engines

WHY NOT COMBINE A CONTINENTAL HOLIDAY WITH A HOLIDAY
AFLOAT? WRITE NOW FOR 44 PAGE COLOUR BROCHURE

% % % X% X X

Do you
recognise
her ?

...... she is a fine Broads cruiser as used by one of the best Norfolk yards and
one of our fleet (two, three, four and six berth) cruising Irish waterways. Our boats
travel the Grand Canal, Barrow and Shannon. Our rates are reasonable and you
have no travelling expenses after Dublin, as free transport is laid on to our base.
Our broad clear canal has only 24 locks in the 80 miles from Lucan (our base) to the
Shannon. You’ll meet the nicest people and have the holiday of a lifetime. Why
not write now for a free brochure to

Phone: 301511 & 302310

JOY LINE CRUISERS LTD. - 18 Berkeley Street, Dublin 7

Published by The London and Home Counties Branch of the .LW.A. Ltd.
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