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"MAID" LINE CRUISERS LTD. 
(Dept. T.B.), FERRY YACHT STATION, THAMES DITTON, SURREY 

Phone: 01-398 0271 (3 lines) 
Nearly 100 holiday cruisers For Hire (2 to 10-berth) : Starting places in all parts of the country 

CANALS & RIVER THAMES 
• A Superb Standard of Comfort 	• Self Drive 	• Novices Welcome 
• Baths 	 • Central Heating 	 • Diesel Engines 

Please send for new Colour Illustrated Brochure 

MANY NEW AND USED CRUISERS FOR SALE AND IN STOCK 
at our BRINKLOW MARINA (between Rugby and Coventry). Main Dealers for Birchwood, Loftus 
Bennett Glass-Fibre Cruisers; Johnson Outboards, Newage - B.M.C. Inboard Engines; Prettycraft 

Dinghies 
MOORINGS in Beautiful Surroundings 

DIESEL . PETROL . GAS . REPAIRS . SLIPWAY . CHANDLERY 

"MAID" LINE CRUISERS (Midlands) LTD. 
BRINKLOW MARINA, STRETTON-UNDER-FOSSE WARWICKS, Phone: Pailton 449 

AND NOW OUR NEW MARINA on the Upper Thames at WALLINGFORD 
OPENING SPRING 1968. 

"MAID" LINE CRUISERS (WALLINGFORD) LTD., Wallingford Marina, Wallingford, Berks 
Telephone: Wallingford 2163 

.faint dine Cruisers 
RUE DE L'AQUEDUC, POINCY PAR TRILPORT, 

SEINE ET MARNE, FRANCE 

4 & 6 Berth Luxury Cruisers for Hire 
on the French Rivers and Canals 

* Continuous Hot and Cold Water 
* Navigation Charts 
* Flush Toilets 
* Transistor Radios 
* Hot Showers 
* Economical Diesel Engines 

WHY NOT COMBINE A CONTINENTAL HOLIDAY WITH A HOLIDAY 
AFLOAT? 	 WRITE NOW FOR 44 PAGE COLOUR BROCHURE 

Please mention WINDLASS when replying to advertisements 

    
        

    

                 

    
         
     

       

   
   

          
             

            
 

    
           

     
       

           
   

          
   

   
      

    

        
      

                      

         
        

       



THE 
INLAND WATERWAYS 

ASSOCIATION LTD. 

General Office; 
114 Regents Park Road, 

N.W.I. 

Chairman; 
Capt. Lionel Munk F.R.S.A., 

A.R.I.N.A. 

General Secretary; 
Wilfrid Moore 

The Inland Waterways Association Ltd. 
LONDON AND HOME COUNTIES BRANCH  

Patrons: Margot Fonteyn and John Betjeman. 

Chairman; Desmond Briscoe, Number One, Kingswood Creek, Wraysbury, Bucks. _ 
Vice-Chairman, Lower Grand Union and Regents; Olive- Turner, 57 Fitzroy Road, N.W.I. 

Hon. Secretary; Graham Palmer, 4 Wentworth Court, Wentworth Avenue, Finchley, N.3. 
Hon. Treasurer; Mrs. Gladys Spratt, 57 Oxberry Avenue, S.W.6. 
Hon. Editor; Miss Claire Johnstone, Willow Cottage, Timsway, Staines, Middx. 
Hon. Social Secretary; James C. Street, 52 Moreton Street, S.W.I. 
Hon. Press Secretary; Derek Clements, 121 Sycamore Road, Croxley Green, Rickmansworth, Herts. 
Hon. Commercial Representative; Ernest Pull, 15 Campshill Road, Lewisham, S.E.13. 

Lee and Stort; 	Michael Aplin, Caton's, Blackmore! Essex. 
Basingstoke; H. D. Jeberis, Halfpenny Cottage, 55 Middle Bourne Lane, Farnham, Surrey. 
Chelmer and Stour; John Marriage, Budd's Farm, Highwood, Chelmsford, Essex. 
Medway; Derek Salmon, Springhill Cottage, Yardley Park Road, Tonbridge, Kent. 
Oxford; Hugh Compton, 122 Hermitage Road, St. John's, Woking, Surrey. 
Wey and Kennet and Avon; Timothy Dodwell, Windover, Horsell Birch, Horsell, Woking, Surrey. 
Thames; Stanley Tims, J. Tims and Sons Ltd., Timsway, Staines, Middx. 
Middle Grand Union; Robert Hampson, Halfway House, Cassio Bridge, Watford, Herts. 
Action Group; Rodney Pepper, 22 East End Road, Finchley, N.3. 
Other Members of the Committee; Hugh McKnight, The Clock House, Upper Halliford, Shepperton, 

Middx: Major Logan Brown, Oxford House, Mistley, Manningtree, Essex: Desmond Briscoe, 
107 Grosvenor Road, Staines, Middx. 

Honorary Committee Members; Membership Secretary; Dr. R. J. Saunders, 10 Lyford Road, S .W.18. 
Hon. Advertising Manager for Windlass; David Cooper, 27 Derwent Drive, Maidenhead, Berks. 

Dispatch and Circulation Manager for Windlass; Martin Spratt, 57 Oxberry Avenue, S.W.6. 

CHAIRMAN'S NOTES 

In an organisation such as ours, communication, both from the administration outward, 
and from the members to the Committees and Council is of prime importance; as your new 
Branch Chairman and as a newly appointed member of the I.W.A. Council, I shall do all I 
can to encourage and further the spread of information and ideas. 

Membership participation is equally important and though the Branch had but small 
representation at the Liverpool Rally, I hope that as many as possible will come north 
to support "Operation Ashton" on the 21st./22nd. September. I hope to be there inspite 
of being in the throes of moving house. 

Our new address is published in this issue, and all members of the Association are 
invited to moor, when on passage, at the white flat roofed bungalow just below Old 
Windsor Lock. 

DESMOND BRISCOE. 
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Wlidael *ea 
Some are born great, some achieve greatness, whilst seise have greatness thrust 

upon them; if Michael Aplin, our retiring Chairman, comes within any of these categories 
it must surely be the latter. Mike Aplin had first come to notice when as quite a new 
member mf the I.W.A. he had been press-ganged into service as Treasurer for the Bishops 
Stortford Rally, and he handled this job to such good effect that when shortly afterwards 
there was a vacancy for a committee member from the Essex area, he was the obvious choice. 

The London and Home Counties Branch Committee has never been strong in "star" 
names, consisting mainly of keen conscientious hard working "back-benchers", which probably 
accounts for the fact that throughout its life it has been singularly untroubled by 
internal domestic upheaval. Nevertheless, there has always been an outstanding waterways 
personality at the helm of this committee. Firstly, the indefatigable Capt. Munk who did 
so much to create the Branch initially. When Capt.Munk moved on to higher offices, his 
place was taken by the renowned Crick Grundy, and when he in his turn had to move out of 
the area we were fortunate enough to have that rather remarkable personality David Horsfall 
in our midst. It will be seen therefore that when David Horsfall announced his intention of 
going to South Africa the Branch Committee was presented with the, at that time, most 
perplexing task of finding a follow-up to the illustrious three; a task made no easier by 
the fact that the committee was then composed of people who for, the most part couldn't or 
preferred not to take the vacant Chairmanship. It was soon very clear that we were down 
to a short list of one name - that of Michael Aplin, who agreed (not without a little 
persuasion by Robert Aickman I believe) to take on the job. Let it be recorded here and now 
that at no time have we had the slightest doubt as to the wAsdom of our choice, despite the 
fact that Mike was, and probably still is, the least known of all Branch Chairmen. 

To seek a place in the hierarchy of the I.W.A. was neither his duty or desire -
there was a job to do and he did it in an exemplary manner. 

For various reasons it was not always possible for Mike to attend the various 
Branch functions, but during his four years of office it was a very rare occurrence for him 
to miss a Committee meeting. These meetings invariably last for at least three and some-
times four hours, and during those four years Michael has always presided patiently, 
diplomatically, and quite firmly if the occasion demanded. 

The London Branch is different from the others in that it does not have campaigns 
to fight on all fronts and stagnation could all too easily set in once a natural running 
routine has been established. The last four years have been a period of consolidation and 
under Michael Aplin's guiding hand the Branch finds itself in a very healthy state numeric-
ally and financially. 

Four years is a long time for which to hold the Chairmanship of a Branch such as 
ours, and the enormous amount of background work takes up a great portion of one's spare 
time. In Michael's case it has meant that he has been able to get very little use out of 
his beloved "Rutland Mist" - a 16ft. cruiser that has the distinction of having cruised 
down the Thames to Tower Bridge, and up the Thames to Bennington - several miles above 
Lechlade. 

Earlier this year the wedding bells rang out for Mike Aplin and quite understand-
ably he decided that it was time to step down and pass the headaches of running the Branch 
on to someone else. We hear that his wife Penny has turned out to be an. ardent waterways 
devotee and we wish them both every happiness. We are delighted to learn that Michael is 
staying on as a committee member, representing the Rivers Lea and Stort, for that body 
would be very much the poorer without him. 

STANLEY TIMS. 

2 

            
              

                  
               

               
                 

             
           

              
           

              
               

                   
              

                
               

                
                 

                
                 

                  
                   
               

                
              

              
                 

              
             

        
               

                 
               

              
   

                 
                
                   

               
               

 
             

                  
                  

                
               

        

  

 



s Column 
IT IS NOW ABOUT A YEAR since the Government, with a fanfare of trumpets, produbed a 

White Paper which gave us for the first time hope for the future of our waterways. Mrs. 
Castle, our Minister of Transport at that time, with an -hnthusiasm reminiscent of La 
Pasionaria, promised a new deal and a future for our waterways. Almost before her words 
had been digested she was, as seems to be the modern trend, promoted to higher things,and 
a new Minister of Transport was appointed. Looking back at that White Paper it is diffic-
ult to understand how such an eminently simple document can be interpreted into the com-
plicated and controversial Transport Bill with the question marks that surround many of 
the clauses relating to waterways. 

With cur nc. Amenity Waterways I have already mentioned the dangers involved, includ-
ing the loss of right of navigation. Even now British Waterways Board are economising on 
many canals now termed "cruiseways" by the removal of centre gate paddles, presumably to 
cut down on maintenance costs. Spare.a thought, however, for the few hardy people who 
still earn their living by carrying freight on our waterways. They have spent their lives 
in locking through in the fastest possible time in order to earn the maximum amount of 
money. They face frustration, particularly on the G.U. because they only have the slow-
operating gruu.: paddles in most places. The canals are their livelihood and it is not 
surprising to learn that they are•finding ways and means of forcing water through the 
breasts of the gates to speed their journey. I cannot think that British Waterways will 
be faced with any economy, as naturally the gates must deteriorate very quickly with such 
treatment. 

We have all been told so many times that commercial carrying has very little future; 
I wonder how the Minister or her advisers felt in relation to this, having had the oppor-
tunity of studying the various sections in the Transport Bill relating to road transport. 
There may well be a different future for the commercial carriers and maybe even now it is 
low tide for them and industry will turn back to the water for cheap bulk freight. It is 
interesting to note that the fleet of narrow boats which were moved to the Wendover Arm 
a few months ago and caused British Waterways much concern, have been sold at an alarm-
ingly fast rate, in all states of condition, and perhaps we will be seeing several of 
these working again before long. 

WITH THE WHITE PAPER we were promised an Inland Waterways Advisory Council. We have 
now got an Inland Waterways  Amenity  Advisory Council - note the addition of the word 
"amenity". This body exists to refer to the Minister and British Waterways Board,schemes 
and complaints which it finds on investigation to be justified. I feel it a little early 
to judge yet whether this body will be effective, but at the same time I expect to hear 
soon from them of the major proposals and suggestions affecting our waterways. Ever since 
the formation of the Inland Waterways Association we have been waiting for the dawn. 
The White Paper says we have the dawn now - it remains to be seen whether the Advisory 
Council with its numerous members can quickly become effective. 

In the White Paper much stress was laid on'the effectiveness and encouragement to be 
given to voluntary labour. The experiment in conjunction with British Waterways Board 
at Stourbridge which culminated in the re-opening of sixteen locks in May '67 did not go 
unnoticed by the Minister. Since that time all over-the country working parties and 
voluntary efforts have increased very substantially. It seems possible that where the 
Advisory Council was set up to co-ordinate and control projects of voluntary labour, it 
has worked in reverse. I find it quite inexcusable that our network, which we are told will 
be largely retained, has not had the benefit of the co-operation of the owners and the 
volunteers on any really major project since Stourbridge. The volunteers have not been 
disheartened; they have been busy on many waterways and have organised "Operation Ashton", 
to show the public and those who have the final say in the waterways that voluntary work 
does not consist of just a handful of inexperienced people. 
- 	British Waterways Board have given us the go-ahead 2nd will co-operate - with lowering 
,leyels etc., The state of the Ashton is known to most, and from what I have heard, the 
Ashton,project has not cone too soon.Lorries have now breached the wall in places Nod are 
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starting to dump rubbish straight into the canal. The Ashton in some places contains more rubbish than wateramd the efforts of the hundreds of volunteer's in September will at long 
last draw attention to the current state of this canal. 

IF THE WHITE PAPER was written as an honest document to show the Government's intent on our waterways, then I feel that the key to the policy and promises contained in that document lie with the Advisory Council. British Waterways now have a future to work for -they, like us, are going to expect the Council to get on with the job of co-ordinating and submitting schemes and proposals. I hope that when the second nniversary of the White Paper is celebrated I can write and say that the sterling words of that White Paper are bearing fruit. We are not going to accept another twelve months of inactivity.The Inland Waterways Amenity Advisory Council must cut through the red tape and apathy. They must give us and British Waterways Board confidence in them with an immediate policy, if scepticism 
and frustration are not to dog us in the year ahead. 

CUT SHORTS 
LEFT OVER FROM THE READING RALLY. One of the prizes in the Rally raffle is unclaimed. The winning ticket (no.298 yellow) was purchased by "Chamberwell",giving an address at 6 Queens Road, Weedon, Northants, but the GPO have returned a letter sent there, marked "No such address". If any reader can identify the prizewinner (who does not appear to be a member) will he please contact the Rally Secretary, Mrs. R.R. Radbourne, at 5 Frymley View, Hayse Hill, Windsor, Berks. 

NEW TRIPPING BOAT ON REGENTS CANAL. The "Jenny Wren" is now well into her first season giving public trips on the Regents Canal. She was specTIlly built for the job, steel hull, and most attractively painted in traditional style. 

HISTORY SOCIETY GOES ON THE CHELMER. A trip was organised by the I.W.A. on the River Chelmer & Blackwater Canal for 80 members of the Rainham & Bookham Local History Society. The boat was the motorised barge "Jimmy", and the trip was from Chelmsford to Heybridge Basin. The party were much impressed with the beauty and remoteness of the country. 

LOCK COTTAGES. The I.W.A. General Office still has available a list of vacant lock cottages. Far too many of these attractive little houses are being destroyed. House hunters seeking holiday or permanent country retreats, send s.a.e. for the list. 

NEW WATERWAYS SOCIETY. A new society has been started which, although concerned with the Birmingham Canals which are well outside the Branch area, may interest readers of Windlass". who like the Editor find the B.C.N. fascinating. Details can be obtained from Mr. P. Clark, 11 Winter Close, Lichfield, Staffs. 

TRANS-PENNINE W.P.G's. HOLIDAY. Exciting plans are being made for bringing together members of working party groups from all parts of the country for a two week holiday on the Leeds & Liverpool Canal next year. A fleet of six boats is likely, and dates will be the last week in August and the first in September. Note the dates now, and watch both Windlass" and "Navvies Notebook" for further announcements. 

BRANCH SLIDE LIBRARY.A The Branch is still desperately short of slides for the library which is being built up. These are made available to our volunteer speakers who lecture on the inland waterways, and of course help to further the aims of the I.W.A. Now that the holidays are over please see if you can find us some spares or duplicates from your coll- ections. Half a dozen from each photographer member would enable us to meet our preliminary requirements. The need is now URGENT. Please let us have some pictures that we can be proud of. If you do not wish to be parted permanently from them, please consider letter us have some on an extended loan. Send them tome, at 1, The Myrtles, Eastwick Road, Great Bookham, Surrey. 	
TONY DAVIS. 4 

              
              

              

              
                 

             
                 

              
                 

              
            

              
           

  
                 

            
              

                
               

     

                
                

       

                
               

               
              

               
              

          

              
              

               
      

             
                 

                 
                 

       

              
               

                  
                
               

                 
                
                 

   
 



,..Leppe 	!el 2. prie Ope rat ion Ashton  
SEPTEMBER 15th. (Sunday). BOAT TRIP ON THE GRAND UNION. N.b. "Linda" (used to carry H.M. 

Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother when she re-opened the Stratford on Avon Canal) has been 

hired for a six hour cruise from COSGROVE and/Or WOLVERTON, starting mid-morning, and ret-

urning around tea-time. Tickets, price 15/- (members& children) and 17/6 (non-members) 
available from D.J.M. Clements, 121 Sycamore abad,Croxley Green,Rickmansworth,Herts. 
(Stamped,addressed envelope please, 4.nd cheques payable to above) Tea aboard the "Linda" 
may be ordered in advance only, price 3/6. This is your chance to join one of the most 

distant outings organised by the branch, and explore one of the lesser-known stretches of 
the_Grand Union. Both Cosgrove and Wolverton are easily reached by car up the M.1/A.5. 
Please state on your application for tickets whether you are able to offer or require a 
lift and your starting point, and/Or route..If enough lifts can be provided to cater for 
all, those withotaI cars it will be possible to delay the start of the trip to a time more 
convenient than the present railway service to Wolverton allows (9.05 Euston arrives at 

Wolverton at 10.18.) 'eats are still available;book now for this exciting trip. 

SEPTEMBER 15th. RIVER STOUR DAY CRUISE for canoes and light craft, from Longhorn to Brantham. 
The object is to support the aims of the propeedd River Stour Trust for the re-opening of 
locks on this section for pleasure purposes. 

SEPTEMBER 14th. BEDFORD BOATING FESTIVAL. The Branch will have a stand, and volunteers are 
needed to man the stand. Names,please to the Editor. 

RIVER  STORT BOAT TRIP.  Following last season's successful trip upstream to Bishops Stortford, 
the "Adventuress" was chariered for an I.W.A. party on Sunday July 7th. to run downstream 
from Little Hallingbury Mill. Having picked up passengers at Little Hallingbury and Sawbrid-
geworth, we totalled about 25 people, in addition to the skipper at the helm, ably assisted 
by his:first mate in the galley. 

At Feakes Lock we disembarked to eat our picnic lunches, suitably supplemented from the 
well stocked galley. The weather was kind to us as we sat by the side of the lock and 
inevitably the talk was about boats and boating. Afterwards we continued down through very 
pleasant countryside to Harlow Lock, where unfortunately the time would not allow us to 
proceed further, and we turned for home. All this time volunteers from amongst us had been 
working the locks, and in return the skipper supplied a commentary on the river and nearby 
places of interest. This he interposed with suitable comments on construction engineers 
past and present - from the gentleman who rebuilt the locks 13'3" wide, just to small for 

two narrow boats to pass through together, to his modern counterpatt who had recently 
slung a most ugly pipe across the river: 

In the final half hour light rain began to fall, but it did not spoil an otherwise 
successful day. Memo for next year; what about a sequel down river from Harlow Lock to the 
Lee? 

TONY DAVIS. 

WORKING PARTIES.  SUNDAY ljth.00TOBER. RIVER WEY, AT SEND. Meeting at 10.a.m. at the 
National Trust workshops by Send Boathouse. The work will involve cutting back overhanging 
trees below the Cartbridge at Send. Cutting tools required. The workshops are approached 

from Potters Lane,and transport can be arranged from Woking Station through Tim Dodwell. 
5 

    

  
  

               
               
             

          
           

             
                  

              
             

                
                 

                 
             

            

               
                 

       

              
         

         
 

   
             

               
            

                
       

              
                   

              
              

                
                

            
                 

              
        

                 
                 

 
  

             
             

             
             

 



THE FIRST AVON WORKING PARTY.  This was held at Harvington, over the weekend of July 6/7th. 
and an enjoyable if dusty and noisy timewas had by all. The work involved demolishing 
the unwanted parts of long disused Harvington Station, which is to become the offices 
and depot for the Lower Avon Restoration While the work of destruction was going on the 
Editor of 'Windlass" could be seen creosoting some poles ( and herself), and someone hid 
the Editor of "Navvies Notebook"'s shirt; some went swimming in the evening after a hot 
dusty day, and there were strawberries and cream for dinner. A grand week-end. 

WINTER MEETINGS.  There will be the usual Winter Social Meetings, starting in October. At 
present no date has been fixed, as the Committee is looking for suitable accommodation. 
Details will be given in the October issae, bit make a provisional note now that, it will 
probably be the 3rd. or 4th. Thursday. 

THE BASINGSTOKE RAMBLE. On August 17th and 18th. the Branch joined forces with the Surrey 
& Hampshire Canal Society for a towpath ramble from Brookwood to Fleet. It was led by 
Tony Harmsworth, grandson of a former owner of the canal Mr. A.J. Harmsworth. Commenting 
on the condition of the Canal, Mr. Harmsworth said in the last yearthe waterway appeared 
to have become even more overgrown and nothing seemed to have been done to arrest 
continued deterioration. Mr. Harmsworth pointed out many items of interest, including the 
aqueduct at Frimley,which carries the canal over the main London to Basingstoke railway 
line, and Eelmore Flash, west of Aldershot, where the famous -dyer Col.S.F.Cody tested 
his first waterborne 	aircraft. Evidence of former commercial traffic was seen; the 
remains of the narrow boat "Robin" and the barge "Stanley" in Anglers Flash near 
Mytchett Lake, which were used to carry coal and timber. 

H.D. JEBENS. 

FURTHER RAMBLES. Those of you who enjoy rambling will be pleased to learn Vora is anot11-1. 
one in October, 13th. Uxbridge to Slough. Meet at Uxbridge Station 10.30a.m. Peter Ward 
is the organiser, and will be carrying the latest issue of 'Windlass" for identification 
purposes. Trains to Uxbridge run approx. every 20 minutes (Metropolitan Line) and 
transport back from Slough does not present any problems. The ramble will finish about 
4.P.m. There will be another ramble three weeks later, see next issue for details. 

	

Quiz .. 	• • • • . . • NI 
9 

1. Give the name of a nationalised public navigable natural waterway in the South of 

England that boats can use without payment. 

2. Give the name of a nationalised alleged public navigable artificial waterway 

that boats can ube without payment. 

3. Where is St. Patrick's Streana 

4. Grand Union Looks; give the numbers of the locks known by boaters as;- 

	

(a) 5 Paddle Lock; 	(b) Sweeps 2. 

Why does Osney Bridge represent an obstacle? 

Answers to;- John Dodwell, Wychbold, 19 Drill Hell Road, Chertsey, Surrey. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

"The Canals of Scotland" Jean Lindsay. David & Charles. 238pp. 50/- 

Nearly all the lessons of success and failure can be learnt by studying the history 
of the handful of canals that were built in Scotland. None were complete failures as is to 
be expected as the natives of the country financed and built them. 

The Monkland Canal, which was the most successful carried coal to the rapidly expa-
nding town of -Glasgow from nearby coalfields. Only the Working out of the pits and a reluc-

tance to extend the canal in the 1860's led to its decline. In 1850 a great inclined plane 
was built at Blackhill which remained in use until 1887. In 1950 the canal was abandoned. 
It has since cost Glasgow Corporation over £750000 to fill in. parts of it. First lesson; 
abandonment is more expensive than retention as an amenity. 

The Forth & Clyde was executed in 1965 without proper trial so as to reduce by 
less than 1% the cost of building a new motorway. As late as 1944  plans had been drawn up 
for its enlargement. A canal with wide locks, its potential was never fully exploited.More 
enthusiastic management in its final years might still have saved it; all that remains now 
is a series of isolated, rapidly weeding up duck ponds. Second lesson; motorways can, and 
will, strike anywhere. 

The Edinburgh Union was built to a narrow gauge,all its locks being grouped at 
its western end where it joined the Forth & Clyde near Falkirk. Never very successful,its 
corpus lingers on having been abandoned in 1965. Two fine aqueducts on its line bear 
comparison with Marple. Third lesson; even 30 miles of fine lock free waterway will be lost 
forever unless an overall policy for waterways is adopted throughout the country. 

Only the Caledonian and Crinan Canals remain. Traffic is not heavy on either canal 
and one wonders how much longer they will survive. 

The photographs are interesting but one wishes that more could have been included 
showing the waterways in use. The maps of the individual canals are poor as they are not 
related in any way to the surrounding landmarks.' 

Otherwise Jean Lindsay is to be congratulated in writing a waterway history that is 
well above average in its readability. One cannot fail to wonder at the hours of painstaking 
research and sheer hard work that must go into the production of these volumes. This one is 
no exception as a glance at thelist of references will show. It is produced to the usual high 
standard we have come to expect of this series. 

"The Thames Highway" Fred S. ThackerDavid & Charles. 2 vols. 800pp. li.gns.(If bought 
together before Dec.'68). 

Another David & Charles reprint, in two volumes entitled A General 'History, and 
Locks and Weirs respectively. Thacker spent many years compiling these volumes which 50 

years later still remain the most comprehensive written about our most popular recreational 
river. Perhaps this is a reflection on the type of holiday patronage the Thames attracts; to 
enjoy but only what is on the surface. 

The volumes make steady, if unspectacular reading. The photographs are not of high 
quality but the diagrams are good and the text is large and clear. For the inquisitive they 
will be invaluable as a reference book about the Thames, provided that the 50 year old 

limitation is born in mind. Canal enthusiasts have generated the need for a series of up to 
date histories. Thames lovers should take note'. 

Charles Hadfield and Capt.Munk contribute workmanlike introduotions.Am our 
Chairman remarks, it is ironic that our comparatively underdeveloped amenity canal 
network is better provided with fresh water points than the august Thames. 

* 	* 	* 	* 	* • 	* 

The three books readers would most like to see reprinted are;- 

"Idle Women" SusarMplfitt, ( a clear winner) Dashwood's "Thames to Solent tr River 
and Canal" and as might be expected, Bradshaw. 
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THESE GROUPS ARE COMING: 

Midland 
South Western 	Bc 

Avon Trust. (Combi: 
South Wales Section, S. 
North East Midlands an 
The Staffordshire & Wor, 
The Caldon Canal Seciet: 
The Chesterfield & Work: 
The Grand Union Canal Si 
The Shropshire Union Ca: 

and, of course, 
The Peak Forest Canal Sc 

If you belong to a Bran( 
list, nag your commit,  en 

IF YOU FORM A GROUP:. Lc 
POSSIBLY CAN. It is 
numbers coming so we 
equipment to make th( 
labour. 

PUBLICITY:- We are aimi: 
out of this operatic 
television, local a) 
informed. 

GET YOUR LOCAL PRESS IN 

THERE WILL BE WORK FOR 
women and children, 
and lusty; easier 1 
not-so-strong, the 
your part in thir,, 
We are going to cllc 
our waterways. 

LOCAL PAPERS ARE STARTI/ 
BE FILLED IN. BY JOINLNC 
NATIONAL PROJECT OF VO1 
THE TIDE OF OPINION. 
AND GIVE THE CHESHIRE I 

TAKE PART IN CANAL HIST( 

Forms have been sent oui 
Windlass". Please PLEA! 
TO:- 

Graham Palmer, 
4 Wentworth Coua 

Wentworth Ave 
Finchley, I 

OP lEtIVIC I CON 2K. a 13E 

The photographs on these pages make a grim contrast to the 
cover picture of this issue. They show the reason for "Operation Ashton" 
the running sore of the Ashton Canal. 

More and more volunteers are wanted to make this, the 
biggest, most ambitious working party yet a success. 

THE AIM:- To clear as much rubbish as is humanly possible in one 
week-end. 

YOU WILL BE GIVEN:- a programme giving details of your work,site, 
accommodation, including maps showing how to get where; A large 
Scout H.Q. has been booked for accommodation; Catering will be 
organised. 

YOU SHOULD BRING: sleeping bag/blankets, camp bed/lilo, knife,fork, 
spoon,cup and plate; As many of your friends as you can; 

WE HAVE ARRANGED:POR:- Field telephones to be installed by the Army; 
Rubbish tips (placed at our disposal by Manchester and Droylesday 
Councils);the hire of tippers,dumpers,hoists etc., 

WE HAVE BEEN LENT:- a 20ten mobile jib crane and two tipper lorries. 

WHAT WE NEED:— 	gekt 

 

           
            

       

          
        

            
 

            
          

          
 

        
           

          
          

     

            

  

    

  
    

    
    
    

    
    
    
     
    

      
     

      
    

       
     

    
    

 

    
    

   
 

     

      
     

    

  
    

     
  

    

     
    

     
     

     

     
   

 

  
   

  

  



1 ontrast to the 
,Operation Ashton" 

R this, the 

o, knife,fork, 
u can; 

d by the Army; 
and Droylesday 

ipper lorries. 

work,site, 
here; A large 
aring will be 

[ le in one 

IF YOU CAN'T COME - SENI 

A project like 
we are to get out of t17 
already been raised. Bu 
we can have to do the 

,then please, will you s 
equip others to work an 

Checpies and pos-
be made out to "Operati( 
Treasurer:_ 

Ted Keaveney, 
35, Council] 
Cheadle, 

Cheshi 

The photographs on t 

bri .2&s xim ow 
THESE GROUPS ARE COMING:- 

Midland I.W.A. 
South Western I.W.A-& Bath & BristoiBranch Kennet & 

Avon Trust. (Combined party.) 
South Wales Section, S.W. 
North East Midlands and East Midlands I.W.A. 
The Staffordshire & Worcestershire Canal Society 
The Callon Canal Society 
The Chesterfield & Worksop Boat Club. 
The Grand Union Canal Society 
The Shropshire Union Canal Society, 

and, of course, 
The Peak Forest Canal - Society. 

If you belong to a Branch/Society/Club not on this 
list, nag your commit- se into forming a group. 

IF YOU FORM A GROUP:- Let us know AS SOON AS YOU 
POSSIBLY CAN. It is vital that we know the 
numbers coming so we can hire sufficient 
equipment to make the best possible use of your 
labour. 

PUBLICITY:- We are aiming at making as much capital 
out of this operation as possible. Press,radio, 
television, local and national are being kept 
informed. 

GET YOUR LOCAL PRESS INTERESTED IN YOUR GROUP. 

THERE:WILL BE WORK FOR ALL, young, or old, men, 
women and children. Hard work for the strong 
and lusty; easier work for the very young, the 
not-so-strong, the elder citizens. YOU can play 
your part in thi'7, the "First of the Big Ones". 
We are going to ;how the country we CARE about 
our waterways. 

LOCAL PAPERS ARE STARTING TO CALL FOR THE CANAL TO 
BE FILLED IN. BY JOINING IN OPERATION ASHTON, THIS 
NATIONAL PROJECT OF VOLUNTARY LABOUR YOU CAN TURN 
THE TIDE OF OPINION. GIVE US )8 HOURS OF YOUR LIFE 
AND GIVE THE CHESHIRE RING A CHANCE TO LIVE. 

TAKE PART IN CANAL HISTORY - SEPTEMBER 21-22nd.  

Forms have been sent out with the last two issues of 
"Windlass". Please PLEASE FILL ONE IN NOW AND SEND IT 
TO:- 

Graham Palmer, 
4 Wentworth Court, 

Wentworth Avenue, 
Finchley, London,.N.3. 

   
  

   

   

  
   
   

    
  

    
   

  

 

   

  
        

    
     
       

      
    
      
     
     

    
     

         
         

           
         

        
         

 

        
       

       
 

        

          
        

         
       

          
          

  

          
         

        
           

         

       

           
          

 

  
   

  
   

 

     

   
       

    
      

     
     

   
     

 

  
  

  
 

    



r 
TO:- 

IF YOU CAN'T COME - SEND US SOME MONEY. Zed 

A project like mOperation Ashton" costs money if 
we are to get out of the stone age equipmentwise. Much has 

already been raised. But the more we have, the more tools 

we can have to do the job. If you cannot cone yourself, 

,then please, will you send us a donation to enable us to 

equip others to work an your. babalf 
CheqUes and postal orders, large or small, should 

be made out to "Operation Ashton" and sent to the Operation 
Treasurer:... 

Ted Keaveney, 
35, Councillor Lane, 

Cheadle, 
Cheshire. 

The photographs on these pages are by Graham Palmer. 

Bath & BristoiBranch Kennet & 

bined party.) 
S.W. I.W.A. 
and East Midlands I.W.A. 
orcestershire Canal Society 

ety 
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out with the last two issues of 
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Avenue, 
London, N.3. 
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KIDSGROVE 

ALLINGTON MARINA LTD. 

ALLINGTON, MAIDSTONE, KENT 

Tel. Maidstone 52057 

ALL FACILITIES FOR BOATS 
— ANY MAKE OF BOAT OR MOTOR SUPPLIED - 
large selection of GOOD SECONDHAND BOATS AVAILABLE 

AGENTS FOR 
FREEMAN, SEAMASTER & FAIRLINE Fibreglass Craft, EVINRUDE 
Outboards, ESSO Fuels, LITTLESHIP Paints, CALOR Gas, etc. 

INCORPORATING 

- MEDWAY CABIN CRUISERS - 
Modern, well equipped and comfortable Hire Craft. 
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ROUND THE WATERWAYS 

GRAND UNION CANAL.  The Grand Union Canal Society is proud to announce that Capt.Lionel Munk 
has accepted the position of Vice President of the Society, together with his fellow Thames 
Conservator Mr. L. Fisher, Chairman of the London Anglers Association. We are especially _ 
pleased at these acceptances as they provide links with the two main corner stones of the 
Society, boating and angling. 

On the active front I am pleased to report that the East Slough Residents have formed 
themselves into an Association to fight the Council's proposed ring road, part of which lies 
in the canal bed, and which on grounds of cost of extra bridges must constitute a threat to 
any proposed Thames/Slough link. A public meeting supported by the G.U.C.S. was recently 
held at Slough. The audience of several hundreds learned not only of the enormous cost of 
filling in an urban canal, but also of the potential value of to them of their canal.To many 
the concept of their waterway as being part of a NationalTark extending right into the town 
was a staggering revelation. 

Thanks to the co-operation of the "Slough Observer"it is hoped that a larger audience 
will learn of the almost criminal folly of squandering part of the canal to make a road, even 
if, as one member of the Council said, "It is a natural gift to the road builder- just dam it 
off and drain it." 

BOB HAMPSON. 

BASINGSTOKE CANAL.  "Basingstoke Canal; the Case for Restoration" is the title gf the book- 
let to be published jointly by the 	and the Surrey & Hampshire Canal Society in 
September. Besides putting forward a strong ease for restoration, the 5Opp. publication 
contains a great deal of historical and general information of interest to all who want to 
learn more about the Canal.It includes a map, of the waterway, lock diagrams, photographs, 
chronology of important events right up to the present time, and detailed coatings on rest-
oration, maintenance and potential income. The booklet has been written by members of the 
I.W.A. and S. & H.C.S. and will cost 1/6, postage extra. Full details of availability will 
be in the October issue of "Windlass". 

It was reported that the first joint meeting of the Basingstoke Canal sub-committee of 
Surrey and Hampshire County Councils and the Thames Conservancy was held on the 6th. of 
August, but at the time of writing no details of the meeting have been made known. 

H.D. JEBENS. 

RIVER WEY. At the end of September the National Trust offices will be moving to Dapdune Lea, 
Wharf Road, Woodbridge Road, Guildford, to which address all enquiries should be addressed. 
The telephone number will be the same, Guildford 61389. 

The Wey Cruising Club will be holding their annual Watermanship and Seamanship Compet-
ition in the Newark area on Sunday 29th. September. There will be a barbecue the night before. 
on the meadow above Newark Bridge, and members of the Branch will be very welcome to attend 
with their boats and to take part in the contest the following day. If you are planning to 
come it will be helpful if you will inform the Club's Hon.Secretary Michael Grimshaw, at 
"Smalldrinks", Dartnell Avenue, West Byfleet, Surrey. 

TIM DODWELL. 

KENNET & AVON CANAL.The Army have been dredging Tyle Mill lock cut as a training exercise, 
which will mean less work when the lock comes to be restored. A cruise in company was to 
take place up to Tyle Mill over the August Bank Holiday, and the publication has just been 
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announced of "Cruising and Facilities Guide" to the Reading section, available at 2/-
plus 6d. postage from John Legh at 31 Station Road, Henley-on-Thames,Oxon. We hope to 
publish a review later. 	 TIM DODWELL. 

July 27th. saw the formal re-opening of Burghfield and Sulhamstead Locks. A convoy 
of over a dozen craft left Burghfield Bridge, headed by B.W.'s boat Water Rambler", and 
at Burghfield Lock the tape was ceremonially cut by Sir Frank Price, Chairman of B.W.B. 
with the words "And about time too". The craft then proceeded upstream to Sulhamstead, 
where a similar ceremony took place, and then moored at Tyle Mill bridge for speeches and 
a reception for the specially invited guests. The speakers were Sir Frank Price, Lord 
Methuen and General Sir Hugh Stockwell. Also present were Capt.Munk, Messrs.Allen and 
Rinnersley of B.W. and Illtyd Harrington, Chairman of the Inland Waterways Amenity 
Advisory Council. It was a happy occasion, on which the sun actually managed to shine. 

EDITOR. 

OXFORD CANAL. A Report has recently been prepared by the Oxfordshire Planning Adviser 
regarding the future of the Oxford Canal and the River Cherwell. The following extracts 
from the report are of particular interest. 

"1. Banbury. The B.W.B. has suggested that a mooring, hiring and service centre 
could be sited at Banbury. This should provide the full range of services for 
canal users. Officers of the County Council and Banbury Borough Council have 

welcomed this suggestion and feel thatthe centre should as far as possible be 
integrated with the future leisure activities now under consideration as a water-
side garden. 

2. Lower Heyford; A scheme for the provision of service facilities has been approved 
in principle, subject to a fresh application being submitted indicating satisfac-
tory access. it  

As a result of the heavy rains during the second week tf July, the water level at 
Nell Bridge Lock, near Aynho, rose so high that several boats were unable to pass under 
Bridge 187, this carries the A 41 road. Delays of up to 24 hours were experienced, though 
some boats were able to pass with the aid of human ballast. As many as 20 persons were 
used and even then some boats had to take their hatch covers off. 

Complaints have been made concerning filth and dead fish in the Canal, which is said 
to have been caused by the passing of powered craft, but examination reveals that this is 
blanket wee!, partially decayed. This problem is steadily getting better as a result of 
the work done by B.W.'s Dinkum Dredger. 

HUGH COMPTON. 

NAVVIES NO7E80011 
For news of working parties and volunteer labour over 

the entire waterway system 

SUPPORT THOSE WHO ARE PREPARED TO WORK FOR 
THE FUTURE OF OUR WATERWAYS 

Subscription for twelve months Ad post free. From 
The Hon. Secretary 
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emu to de Se/aft 

Dear Madam, 

 

Josher appears to regard a Statutory right of navigation over the 
Inland Waterways as a sort of philosopher's stone which will in itself restore them all 
to navigable condition. There is such a right now over all that have not been legally 
abandoned, but many are unnavigable. Why should he think that if this right was preserved 
in the Transport Act conditions would be any different? 

The real point is, which is better; a duty to maintain imposed on the British Water-
ways Board by the Ministry of Transport and enforceable by the Minister, or a statutory 
right to navigation which is in practice enforceable by no one? On this connection it must 
be realisedthat B.W.B. is not the State and has no money except what it earns or what it 
is given gratuitously by the Treasury. 

It would take far too much time and paper to go into the provisions and safeguards 
of the Bill in detail here. But in a very simple terms, whether we like it or not, a 
Minister of Transport can always abandon a statutory navigation by some means or another, 
and indeed it is obviously necessary that this should be so. At present the procedure is 
by Ministerial Warrant or Private Act of Parliament. Under the Transport Bill it will be by 
carrying out the procedure laid down in schedule 13, which includes consultation with such 
bodies as the Amenity Advisory Council. It gives us, as canal users, much more chance of 
having our views put before the Minister than we ever hare had in the past. In any case a 
closure order can be annulled by a resolution of either House of Parliament. 

1 am afraid that the suggestion that the Judiciary is being fettered by the 
Executive is simply an emotive red herring. The procedure envisaged by Section 104(6) that 
Josher suggests will lead to this will in reality be as beneficial to anyone who embarks on 
litigation calling upon the Board to improve the standard of maintenance. of a waterway 
which is under consideration for abandonment as to the Minister .Would you like to spend 
untold sums of money on getting a Court Order calling upon the Waterways Board to maintain 
a section of waterway, only to have it formally closed the day after you had done so? 

Having considered it'with considerable care and having started from the point of 
view of being highly critical of it, I am satisified that as now amended the Transport Bill 
is definitely beneficial to pleasure-cruising users of the canals. Let us welcome it at its 
face value and go all out to co-operate with the Board and the Minister of Transport to 
make and maintain the cruising network as that valuable asset that everyone now realises it 
to be. 

Yours faithfully, 
'Brighton, Sussex. 	 JOHN HAWKINSON. 

JOSHER WRITES:- 
Mr. Hankinson's letter raises a number of points; one could reply in 

great detail, but I will try to be brief. 
I am grateful to Mr. Hankinson for telling members that the procedure 

for closing a waterway will include consultation beforehand; space and time have not always 
permitted me to give as much detail about tho changes to the Bill as I would have liked. Mr. 
Hankinson will know that the procedure of consultation was not in the Transport Bill in its 
original form; nor was the ability of Parliament to annul an Order closing a non-nationalised 
waterway. 

I do not regard a statutory right of navigation as a philosopher's stone. 
For example, I regard "Operation Ashton" as being of more practical use than the current legal 
Action over the Ashton and lower Peak Forest Canals. (Incidentally,I hope to be working on 
the Ashton Canal and hope that Mr. Hankinson and as many others as possible will be there). 
However, I cannot except that a Statutory right of navigation is, in practice, enforceable 
by no-one. The legal actions about Bridge Street Bridge in Reading and by John Gould over 
the Kennet'& Avon in 1956 show thatthis is not so, as does the Ashton Canal case(always 
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ENGLISH CANALS—GLADWIN & WHITE 

Part I: "A Concise History": "This mine of information 	 
Part 2: "Engineers & Engineering": Read about Fultons' lifts, canal patents, Mr. 
BattedIls dream, Jimmy Green, ice-boats, the specification of a canal and much, much, 
more. Both at I5/- 'plus 8d. postage from the I.W.A. or 

Th. Oakwood Press (Dept. 4) Tandridge Lane, Lingfield, Surrey. 

assuming that the right does exist oh these canals). 
As I understand it, if the public right•of navigation is abolished,no one would be 

able to take British Waterways to court successfully for claims for damages to persons or 
property. I am told that last year a cruiser got caught under part of a top lock gate 
when the lock was filling and considerable damage was caused. The boat became caught 
because the gate was ill maintained and I understand that B.W. paid up; later in the year 
the same thing happened again because B.W. had failed, in the meantime,to make repairs. 

If the Bill becomes law in its present form, such claims will be invalid as will 
claims for injury occasioned by the Board's negligence. I do not regard this as being 
"definitely beneficial to pleasure-cruising users" and I imagine Mr. Hankinson was unaware 
of these effects of the Bill when he wrote his letter. 

Whatever Mr. Hankinson may think of the procedure of Clause 104 (6) (detailed in the 
June "Windlass") the House of Lords disliked it intensely. The Earl of Kinnoull and Lord 
Nugent believed that no one would ever start a legal action against the Board alleging 
lack of maintenance if the Minister could step in and prevent the action being successful. 
Lord Nugent likened it to "the referee at a football match awarding a penalty in the 
penalty area, and just as the chap is about to kick a goal he blows his whistle and 
declares him offside". Lord Conesford stated that Clause 104 (6) conflicted with Magna 
Carta: "To none will we sell, to none will we deny or delay, right or justice". 

Mr. Hankinson appears to have misunderstood the procedure for closing a waterway 
when he suggest that it could be formally closed the day after a Court Order had been 
obtained. After the Court proceedings there would have to be notice of the proposed Order 
to close the waterway and (under the terms of a new Government amendment, only just 
announced) a public inquiry would be obligatory if a local or river authority objected 

to the proposed Order. At the inquiry, the success of the legal action would probably be 
cited in support of the contention that that would presumably be made that the waterway 
was only ditused (or little used) because it was not maintained properly. Besides, I think 
it would be an act of, let us say, great daring for a Minister to seek immediately to 
close a waterway that the Courts had ruled h ad been improperly maintained. 

That said, let me make it clear that I do not regard the Transport Bill as being wholly 
bad, by any means. On the contrary, it sets up the machinery for the future of the network 
promised in the White Paper and welcomed by most people (see my comments in "Windlass" of 
October 1967); it enables the Government to provide the money required, at the moment, to 
maintain the amenity waterways, and establishes the Amenity Advisory Council. 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS. 

war WANTED, for our third cruise on Ireland's Grand Canal and Shannon. September 114th- 28th. 
£35 including fares from London. Write Patricia Norris, 26'South Quay, Great Yarmouth, 
Norfolk. 

FOR SALE. Good looking cabin cruiser, 25ft x 6ft bins. x lft 8 ins. Ideal river and canal 
boat.Forward cockpit. Morris Vedette engine. Built 1962 by Andrews in solid mahagany. 
Excellent condition £900. o.n.o. Phone 01-892 7875. 
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Liverpool 
The National Rally at Liverpool was attended by some 170 boats, small total compared 

with previo,is years, but they made a strong impression on the City. The Branch was ably 
represented by a small,select contingent, ciincluding our new Chairman Desmond Briscoe, 
whose name appears below as an award winner; Stuart Burton, the youngest 94 I have ever 
met travelled the second longest distance to get there; William" was there - of course' 

Lord St. Davids was there, talking about and showing photographs of his floating 
'youth club, and encouraging Liverpool tot try this way of preventing children drowning. 
A fund was opened for the purchase of similar barges to his "Rosedale", and a collection 
was taken at the Rally Dinner for this fund. Joe Skinner, now a regular at Rallies was 
there, and a party of army canoeists came all the way by water from GermaRy, Robert 
Aickman was one of the speakers at the dinner, Local dignitoriee and M.P.s were strongly 
for the canal, in fact it was yet another successful Rally. Next year's site? The B.C.N. 

Rally results 
The A.N. Herbert Market lierhorough.Challenge Trophy; 

(Longest distance travelled to the Rally):. M. Ackerman, 
Soldanella, 492 miles from Nottingham. The Peter Scott Clud-
lenge Trophy: (longest distance on tidal waters): W. vamp, 
Mykonos, 42 sea miles from Glasson Dock, Lancaster Canal 
Robert Aickman Challenge Trophy: (most meritorious 
voyage): M. 'Ackermann. Alfred Ritchie Challenge Cockerel 
(best turned out working narrow boat): K. I. Christie, Lynx. 

Lionel Munk Challengi Trophy: (best converted narrow 
boat): W: 'P. Btmh, Pearl. JOhn Player Trophy: (Best inboard 
boat under 30 ft.) K. Goodwin, retina. John Player Trophy: 
(Best amateur built boat): C. E. Manger, Seylla..0ffley-Slack 
Propeller: (Club with the tweed number of boats at, NW 
Rally): Niudwich and Border Counties Yacht CIO, 13,crelk 
Runner up, Wolverhampton Boat Club, 11 boats: Liatet 
Blackstone Trophy: (Best Commercially built boat oven 30 
ft.): J. M. Taphouse, Ptarmigan 111. 

Lister Blackstone Trophy: (Best Narrow boat engine instal-
lation): K. I. ChriStie, Lynx. Best Converted Baia, other than 
narrow boat: Rev. I. B. Cook, Bear. Bela OutboardRoat1L IL 
Ilodgeson, Rvgor, Best Engine Installation: D. Briscoe, 
Sounindii: Best Engine Installation, under 25 nit W. Barnes, 
Mayhem; 
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John Hassell. 	1819. TOUR OF THE GRAND JUNCTION CANAL.  

15/— (plus 1/— postage). 
Cranfield & Bootle! Books, 

2 Lombardy Place, 
LONDON W.2. 

Model No. 

80B De-Luxe 
Capacity length 161t. 
Capacity weight 800 lbs E52.19.6 

Model No. A1000 

Tilt frame 
Capacity Length 17ft. 
Capacity Weight 10 cwc 
£94.10.0 

	vripimmol• 	 

LEW-WAYS LTD. 
Watling Street, Cannock, 
Staffs. 
Telephone: Brownhills 2565 

A new edition of this classic book is now available. It is the account of the 
author's observations along this important waterway. Also describes local industries 
and history. This edition is bound in stiff card, and contains all the original,  
illus4ations. An appendix lists the contemporary lengths and levels. 

Snipe" 
BOAT TRAILERS 

Available from 200 lbs. to 
36 cwt. capacity, for boats 
from 10ft. to 28ft. in length. 

Write for our fully illustrated 
folders giving details of all 
models. 

NANTWICII PLEASURE CRAFT 
BASIN END . NANTWICH . CHESHIRE 

The ideal place to start from-2 - 6 berth specially built hire boats. 

All communications to:- 
S. C. CUMMINS LTD., 
Boat and Coachbuilders, 

MARTIN STREET, 
OFF EARLE STREET, 

CREWE. 

CANAL PLEISURECRAFT (Stourport) LTD. 
STOURPORT-ON-SEVERN, WORCS. 	Tel: 2970 

Established in 1950 and the firs; to design and build Motor Cruisers 
especially for use on the whole of the Canal and River network. 

2 to 6 berth cruisers for hire 	From Stourport and Stone 

* Closed-circuit Keel Cooling 
* Hot water to all cabins 
* .Large fully opening windows 
* Gas cooking with oven and grill 
* Pye Transistor built-in radio 

Illustrated Brnchure on request 

* Electric Shaving point 
* Large Refrigerator 
* Formica Surfaces 
* Electric Lights 
* Dunlopillo Cushions 

    
    

           
            

           

                           

                

    

         

                
          

              
         

  
    

   
  

   
    

            

  

  
  

    
   

  
   

 

       
     

      
       

         

    
    

  
   

 
   



19ft. bins. Birchwood from £5511 

16ft. Micro-Plus from £354 

Bank Protection 

Asbestos Bulkheading 

Steel Piling 

Wet Docks 

Unding Stages Slipways Dredging 

Landscaping 	Planting Schemes, etc. 

RIPARIAN OWNER SERVICE 
T. HARRISON CHAPLIN LTD. 

Meadhurst Park Nursery 
Est. 1907 Sunbury-on-Thames Tel : 3371 

Illustrated brochure on request 

on the GRAND UNION CANAL at 
WATFORD, Herts. 

PRIVATE PARTIES can be arranged for up to 54 
passengers. Suggestions for Cruises from our base 
at Cassio Bridge, Watford will be forwarded. Give us 
a ring or drop a line—remember we specialise in Saturday 
bookings—all day in most cases. 
Public Trips are run every Sunday afternoon and through-
out Bank Holiday week-ends—Easter to October of 
course—from the lock in Cassiobury Park, Watford. 

BRYAN NICOLL 

Cassio Bridge, Watford. Tel. Guildford 63989 

* WE NEED SECOND-HAND CRAFT 
URGENTLY 

(7ft. Beam and Under) 

• We guarantee a sale in 3 months • Free Moorings while 
your boat is on display • Special terms for collection. 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Aylesbury Boat Co. Ltd. 
3 The Boat Basin • Aylesbury Bucks (Aylesbury 2209; 

Alt 

BARGE CRUISES—RIVER SHANNON 
& GRAND CANAL 

Weaver Boats 
Duke Lane, Dublin 2 

Good Fun 
Good Food 
Good Friends 

7 Days 
I7Gns Incl. 

Cruise 
aboard Aeli.FIC11-1.11111JS. 

26ft.Creighton Inlander from £1,350 

CHOOSE FROM THIS 
FIRST CLASS SELECTION 
GLASS FIBRE 

Narrow Beam Canal Cruisers 
and Fast Runabouts 

• A MOORING GUARANTEED WITH EACH 
BOAT • PART EXCHANGES WELCOME 
• INSPECT OUR WIDE RANGE OF GOOD 
QUALITY SECONDHAND BOATS 

LEA AND STORT HIRE CRUISES 
4I-seat day cruiser for party hire 

Refreshments and toilet on board. 
Fully Licensed. 

With LUNCH OR TEA if desired in the Old 
Granary 

2/6 Berth Cruisers for holiday hire on Lea/ 
Stort Navigation 

Slipway and Moorings in lovely sur- 
roundings — 27 miles from London 

S.A.E. Little Hallingbury Mill, Gaston 
Green, Nr. Bishops Stortford, Herts. 

Tel. Sawbridgeworth 2348 
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SENO FOR COLOUR BROCHURE ON THE MARINERS 1 
AND DETAILS OF OUR CRUISING HOLIDAYS 

1)0 you 

recognise 

her ? 

	 she is a fine Broads cruiser as used by one of the best Norfolk yards and 
one of our fleet (two, three, four and six berth) cruising Irish waterways. Our boats 
travel the Grand Canal, Barrow and Shannon. Our rates are reasonable and you 
have no travelling expenses after Dublin, as free transport is laid on to our base. 
Our broad clear canal has only 24 locks in the 80 miles from Lucan (our base) to the 
Shannon. You'll meet the nicest people and have the holiday of a lifetime. Why 
not write now for a free brochure to 

Phone: 301511 & 302310 

JOY LINE CRUISERS LTD. - IS Berkeley Street, Dublin 7 

ENJOY A HOLIDAY Ai HOME! 
ir 

 

 

MARINER CANAL CRUISER 	31ft (4/5 berth) and 43ft 6in. (8 berth) 

Our new Hire Fleet is 
available this season 

on the Oxford Canal 

Cruiseon the placid waters of the 

OXFORD CANAL of AYNHO this year-- 

it is probably the most beautiful stretch 

of the inland waterways in Britain. Our 

MARINER Crursers  ar Ike relied upon 

to give perfectly sate, simple and 

effortless cruising. Particular attention 

has been devoted to providing all home 

comforts and you will be shrprised at 

the Mig ship feeling below decks. Both 

crusers are basically the same in 

do sign and have Eft headroom through-

., They are titled NMI PERKINS 

4-107 diesels to economical cruising. 

A spehee letinernerd is our lr.dreeherie 

Marine. Drive fitted with a special weed 
Snip .rnpartrnent 	facilitate reksy 

removal of propeller obstructions while 

afloat. The Galley has cooker, 

refrigerator. stainless steel sink and 

ample working space.  

1.44 

ns UM  MORGAN GILES LIMITED 

Published by The London and Home Counties Branch of the I.W.A. Ltd 
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