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CHAIRMANôSNOTES
ISMYpleasantdutytoreportupontheeventsofthelast
twelvemonths,monthswhichhaveseenconsiderable

acivityintheaffairsoftheBranch.Membershipcontinues
toclimbsteadilyandhasnownearlyreachedýfteenhundred
which,inviewoftheincreasedBranchsubscriptionisparticularly
satisfactoryandindicativeolóthefactthatmemberswhowere
notpresentatlastyearôsA.G.M.wereinagreementwith
thedecisiontoraisethesubscription.Thiswassomething
Iwasdelightedtosee,forwhilstitwasnecessarythatitbe
increasedtoenabletheBranchtoplayitsfullpartinthework
oftheAssociation,oneobviouslydidnotwantanincrease
tocauseareductioninmembership.
TheprincipaleventintheBranchôsyearisprobablythe

AnnualBoatRally,whichthistimewasheldatHarlowduring
theWhitsunweek-end,andattractedcrowdsestimatedat
over15,000.Itwas,Ithinkamostsuccessfuleventand
thoroughlyenjoyedbyallthosewhoattended,thoughthe
responseofmemberstothemanyrequestsforassistancewere
somewhatdisappointing.Ihopethiswillimproveinthefuture.
OneimportantresultoftheRallywasthatHarlowCouncil
havenowagreedtoincorporatealloursuggestionsforthe
improvementofboatingamenitiesintotheirplansforthe
townpark,thoughthepresentcurbonexpenditureprevents
workcommencingintheimmediatefuture.TheRallyattracted
immensepublicity,whichincludedanexcellentthreepage
reportinMotorBoatandYachting,andthereisnodoubt
thattheBranchhasestablishedaýnereputationfororganising
BoatRallies,andonethatwilldoubtlessbeincreasedatUxbridge.
TheimportanceoftheLeewasfullyacknowledgedintheýnal
reportissuedbyBritishWaterways,andwiththerecentincrease
ofpleasurecraftonitswatersandthoseofthemorebeautiful
Stortitwouldseemthatthedoldrumyearsforthesenavigations
arenowover.
ThegeneralsituationontheGrandUnionhoweverisnot
sosecure,forthelowerpartofitlosesmoneyeveryyear,as
doestheRegentsCanal,thoughagaintheBritishWaterways
Reportstressedtheimportanceofthelatterasameansof
relievingLondonôsgrowingtrafficcongestion,thoughnoeffort
asyethasbeenmadetotakeadvantageofit.TheAssociation
ofWaterwayCruisingClubshasdonemuchtopersuade
peopletousethecanalsaroundLondon,andseveralcruises
havebeenorganisedwhichhaveattractedusefulpublicity.
Wearemostgratefulforalltheirefforts.Indicativeofthe
growinginterestincanalsisthefactthatsomemonthsagoa
RegentsCanalGroupwasformedonwhichwearerepresented
byOliverTurnerwhohasdonesomuchfortheGrandUnion,
notleastamongwhichhasbeenhissuccessinhelpingto
negotiateweek-endlockopeningswithBritishWaterways.
Thishardgainedprivilegehasunfortunatelynotbeenusedto
anygreatextent,andifitistocontinueafterthisyearitisof
vitalimportancethatasmanyaspossibleusethelocksthis
summer.
ThesituationontheBasingstokeCanalisstillsomewhat
cloudyandnoýrminformationastothefutureisyetavailable.
SeveralsuggestionsandreportsfurnishedbytheBranch
Committeeareunderseriousconsiderationbycertainauthori-
tiesandperhapsadecisionwillbemadeduringthisyear.
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TheWeyNavigationissteadilybecomingmore
popularandwehavegivenconsiderableassistance
totheNationalTrustintheformofadviceand
practicalhelp,withmembersoftheBranchworking
locksatweek-endsandattendingamostsuccessful
workingpartyatPyrfordduringFebruary.In
additiontothisBryanNicollisinconstanttouch
withtheCanalManagerwhohasonmanyoccasions
expressedhisappreciationforthehelptheBranch
isgivinginassistingtomaintainandimprovethe
Navigation.
OntheMedwaythelockpassschemeisproving

immenselypopularandDerekSalmonhasonce
againsucceededingettingtheauthoritiestoincrease
thenumberofpassesallowed.TheBranchmoorings
inTownbridgeareregularlyinuseandmoreboats
arenowseenontheriver.
Thedoubtfulprivilegeofbeingthemostlegally
complicatedriverintheBranchmustsurelybethe
Stour,andweareveryluckyinhavingJohnMarriage
whoselegalknowledgeandeffortswiththeRiver
StourActionCommitteehaveturnedlocalindiþerence
tokeeninterest,andatpresentyourCommittee
areinvestigatingthepossibilityofsettingupaspecial
Trusttoberesponsiblefortheriver.Discussions
havetakenplacewiththeCompanyofProprietors
oftheChelmerandBlackwaterNavigationinan
attempttopersuadethemtopermitpleasurecraft
tousetheirnavigations.Howevertheshortageof
waterandfearofmisuseofpaddlegearhavesofar
preventedanysatisfactoryconclusionbeingreached
MuchworkhasbeendoneontheKennetand
AvonandrestorationisprogressingwellattheBath
end,whilstnearerhomeSulhampsteadLockisnow
complete,thoughthevalueofthisachievementhas
beenconsiderablylessenedbythefactthatBurghýeld
Lockisnowunusableandrequiresre-building,a
taskwhichitishopedtocommenceinthenearfuture.
TheThamesincreasesinpopularityyearbyyear
andpleasurecraftonthelowerreachescausecon-
siderablecongestionatweek-ends,thoughthishas
beenpartiallysolvedbytheThamesConservancyôs
lockmechanisationprogramme.Itisanunfortunate,
butIsupposeinevitable,consequencethatthishas
resultedinlossofcontactwiththeLockKeepers,
friendshipwithwhomhasgivenmyselfandmany
othersenormouspleasureovertheyears;however
Isupposeonehastoacceptñprogressòaspart
paymentforthismodernworldinwhichwelive.
Theʊʉ.ʘʛʝintroducingin1967acombinedlockand
licencepasswhichshouldeasetheiradministrative
problemsandincreaseefýciencyaccordingly.Our
relationswiththeRiverThamesSocietycontinueto
ourmutualbeneýt,andIagainhadtheprivilegeof
attendingtheirannualweekðendconferenceat
ReadingUniversitywhichwasinstructive,valuable
andentertaining.
AnewandimportantfeatureoftheBranchôs
activrtiesthisyearhavebeentheworkingparties

organisedbyTimDodwell;tltcschateachieveda
considerableamountduringthepastfewmonths
andIammostgratefultoallmemberswhohave
beenabletoassist.Muchofcourseremainstobe
doneforthetaskispracticallyendless,butinthe
shorttimeavailablemuchhasbeenachieycdandwe
haveearnedthegratefulthanksofallthosewehave
helped.

Theeventsorganisedforthesummermonths
provedextremelypopularandIwasparticularly
pleasedthatamostsuccessfulcircumnavigationwas
madeofCanveyIsland.

Ourwintermeetingswereagainverywellattended
andonalloccasionslatecomerswereforcedtostand,
andwhilstIregretthelackofsufýcientspaceitsays
muchforthepopularityofourmeetingsthatacertain
discomfortdoesnotdeterottrmembersfromcoming.
Thewinterseasonopenedwithamostenjoyable
waterwaysquizorganisedbyCapt.Munkwhich
certainlytestedoneôsknowledge,andthencontinued
withexceptionallyinterestingandentertaining
illustratedlecturesbyDr.RogerPilkington,Mr.
E.W.H.PetersonandýnallyMr.JohnParton,
SecretaryoftheR.T.S.OurAnnualDinnerwas
heldinlateAprilandthisyearaftermanydisappoint-
ntentswewereabletoarrangeforittobeheldatthe
LondonZooRestaurant.ñhichunusualvenue
attractedmanytoattend,allofwhomenjoyedamost
excellentevening.

Thepastyearhasbeenanextremelysuccessfulone
foryourPublicationsSub-committeeunderDerek
Salmon,whohavenewpublishedillustratedbooklets
ontheWey,Medway,andStour,thelatteronebeing
virtuallytheresultofagreatdealofworkbyJohn
Marriage.TheyhavealsoassistedtheLeeand
StourDevelopmentCommitteetopublishtheir
ýrst-classbookletontheLeeandSion.intheproduc-
tionofwhichourmemberMr.G.Ollisplayedan
importantpart.Thesepublicationsdoenormous
good,andIammostgratefulfortheeffortsofthe
manypeoplewhohavedonesomuchtoensure
theirsuccess.Itisinterestingtonotethatalready
thebookletsontheWeyandMedwayareintheir
secondprint,whilsttheothermouhichappeared
attheBoatShowaregoingverystrongly.

Wind/ar:continuestoþourishandprovidesamost
valuablelinkwithallourmembers.ToClaire
Johnstone,DavidCooperandHughMcKnightwe
owesincerethanksforitsyeryhighstandardof
qualityandinterest,andIamgratefultoallmembers
whohavesubmittedarticlesforinclusion.The
ChristmasDrawagainorganisedbyDavidHarman
brokeallpreviousrecordsandthusgaveconsiderable
ýnancialhelptooffsetthecostofproducingWindlass,
andI ammostgratefttltoallourmembersand
friendswhosogenerouslygavetheirsupport.

Ihavealreadyreportedatgreatlengthinthe
FebruaryWind/msontheýnalreportissttedby

BritishWaterways,and₪
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andentertaining.
AnewandimportantfeatureoftheBranch's

activitiesthisyearhavebeentheworkingparties

organisedbyTimDodwell;thesehaveachieveda
considerableamountduringthepastfewmonths
andIammostgratefultoallmemberswhohave
beenabletoassist.Muchofcourseremainstobe
doneforthetaskispracticallyendless,butinthe
shorttimeavailablemuchhasbeenachievedandwe
haveearnedthegratefulthanksofallthosewehave
helped.

Theeventsorganisedforthesummermonths
provedextremelypopularand1 wasparticularly
pleasedthatamostsuccessfulcircumnavigationwas
madeofCanveyIsland.

Ourwintermeetingswereagainverywellattended
andonalloccasionslatecomerswereforcedtostand,
andwhilstIregretthelackofsufficientspaceitsays
muchforthepopularityofourmeetingsthatacertain
discomfortdoesnotdeterourmembersfromcoming.
Thewinterseasonopenedwitha mostenjoyable
waterwaysquizorganisedbyCapt.Munkwhich
certainlytestedoneôsknowledge,andthencontinued
withexceptionallyinterestingandentertaining
illustratedlecturesbyDr.RogerPilkington,Mr.
E.W.H.PetersonandfinallyMr.JohnParton,
SecretaryoftheR.T.S.OurAnnualDinnerwas
heldinlateAprilandthisyearaftermanydisappoint-
mentswewereabletoarrangeforittobeheldatthe
LondonZooRestaurant,whichunusualvenue
attractedmanytoattend,allofwhomenjoyedamost
excellentevening.

Thepastyearhasbeenanextremelysuccessfulone
foryourPublicationsSub-committeeunderDerek
Salmon,whohavenowpublishedillustratedbooklets
ontheWey,Medway,andStour,thelatteronebeing
virtuallytheresultofagreatdealofworkbyJohn
Marriage.TheyhavealsoassistedtheLeeand
StourDevelopmentCommitteetopublishtheir
first-classbookletontheLeeandStort,intheproduc-
tionofwhichourmemberMr.G.Ollisplayedan
importantpart.Thesepublicationsdoenormous
good,and1 ammostgratefulfortheeffortsofthe
manypeoplewhohavedonesomuchtoensure
theirsuccess.Itisinterestingtonotethatalready
thebookletsontheWeyandMedwayareintheir
secondprint,whilsttheothertwowhichappeared
attheBoatShowaregoingverystrongly.

Windlasscontinuestoflourishandprovidesamost
valuablelinkwithallourmembers.ToClaire
Johnstone,DavidCooperandHughMcKnightwe
owesincerethanksforitsveryhighstandardof
qualityandinterest,andIamgratefultoallmembers
whohavesubmittedarticlesforinclusion.The
ChristmasDrawagainorganisedbyDavidHarman
brokeallpreviousrecordsandthusgaveconsiderable
financialhelptooffsetthecostofproducingWindlass,
andIammostgratefultoallourmembersand
friendswhosogenerouslygavetheirsupport.

Ihavealreadyreportedatgreatlengthinthe
FebruaryWindlassonthefinalreportissuedby
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BritishWaterways,andwhilstpayingtributetothe
factualcoverageitgivestoourcanalsystemIcannot
butdeplorethelackofideasandconýdenceitgives
forthefuture.Letushopethatthegovernment
willtakenoticeofourownFutureo/theWaterways
andgiveseriousconsiderationtoourrecommenda-
tions.

YourCommitteehavemeteleventimesduring
thepastyearandtheaveragemonthlyattendance
was13.Iwouldliketogivemysincereandvery
gratefulthankstoallitsmembersfortheirmagniýcent
unceasingefforts,bothatcommitteemeetingsand
outsidewheremuchoftheworkinrunningthe
Branchisdone.Suchworktakesmanyformsand
includesrepresentingtheBranchonothercommittees,
producingsurveyreportsoncanalsandriversfor
submissiontolocalandcountycouncils,giving
lectures,(thepreviousyearôstotalforthisbeing
approximately22),conductinglengthyandtime-
consumingcorrespondancewithwaterwayand
councilauthorities,localsocieties,andsundry
organisations.I knowthatmyowntotalof
letterswrittenduringthepasttwelvemonthsexceeds
twohundred,thoughthisincludedmanyletters
concerningtheHarlowRally.Theonlyretirement
fromyourCommitteeduringthelastyearhasbeen
thatofDr.RayGlaister,whoaftermanyyearôs
servicebothonyourCommitteeandtheCouncil,
inbothofwhichhehadtakenparticularinterestin
theaý'airsoftheLeeandStortandofcanoeingin
whichhewasanauthority,hasdecidedthatthe
claimsoffamilyandworkcouldnolongerbedenied,
butweareverygratefulforallthehelpandadvice
hehasgivenovertheyears.Hisplaceonthe
CommitteehasbeentakenbyCapt.Quick,whofor
someyearshasbeenamostactivememberofthe
LeeandStortCruisingClubwhereheholdsthe
importantpositionofCommodore.Heisalsoa
memberoftheUxbridgeCruisingClubandtheLee
andStartDevelopmentCommittee.InFebruary
MajorLoganBrownacceptedaninvitationtojoin
theCommitteeandbeingapastmemberofthe
NorthEastBranchCommitteeandapresentmember
oftheCouncilhispresenceshouldprovemost
valuable.Wewelcomeboththesegentlemanto
ourCommittee.

AsyoucanseetheBranchhasagainhadanactive
andsuccessfulyearandIthankallmembersfortheir
greatsupportduringthisperiod.Lookingtowards
thefutureitwouldseemthatwepossessinabundant
quantitiesthenecessaryingredientsforsuccess,these
beingknowledge,enthusiasmandunityarmedwith
whichtheBranchcanlookforwardtoanotheryear
ofachievement.

MICHAELAPLIN

BrunchChairman

CLASSIFIEDADVERTISEMENTS
Ifyouhavegotit,anddonôtwantit,orwantitand
canôtgetit,tryaclassifiedadvertisementinyour
magazine.Wind/arrrates;3d.awordprivate,4d.a
wnrdtrade,boxnumberl/-extra.

FORSALE
RussellNewburyenginesparesforDMZavailable
fromBryanNicol],Guildford63989.

WANTED
Onecrewmember(male,earlytwenties)required
forproposedcanalvoyagelastingapprox.3ð4months
commencingJuly.Box108,Windlass,Willow
Cottage,Timsway,Staines,Middx.

FORSALE
Wind/nsrBinders.Attractivedarkbluecloth,gilt
titleonspine.Tohold24copies.Nowyoucan
gathertogetherallthosecrumpledissueslyinginthe
bottomofdrawersandcupboardsand.bindthem
neatlyandsmartly.PriceIO/-,postageextra,1/3.
FromtheEditor.Cashwithorderplease.

WATERWAYSATLAS
Nowavailable;acompleteWaterwaysAtlas
oftheBritishIsles.ALLnavigation:marked
showingpresentcondition.4 colours.8
milesto1in.Enlargementsofcomplexareas.
Comprehensivegazetteer.Idealforhistorians,
navigators.Naturaldrainage.Price16/-(plus
1/-P-& Pה)~

TRADEENQUIRIESINVITED
Cranfield& BonfielBooks,

2LombardyPlace,London,WJ

LEEANDSTORTHIRECRUISERS
HallingburyMill,GastonGreen

Nr.Bishop'sStortfnrd
SlipwayandMooringsinlovelysur-
roundingsð 29milesfromLondon
41-seat:DayCruiserforCharter

RefreshmentsandToiletonBoard;Licensed
2/3/4berthCruisersforyourholidayonthe

RiversStart:andLee
Brochure6d.(romReg.Ofýce:
55ScarboroughDrive,Leigh-on-Sea,Essex

Telephone:Southend77660
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butdeplorethelackofideasandconfidenceitgives
forthefuture.Letushopethatthegovernment
willtakenoticeofourownFutureoftheWaterways
andgiveseriousconsiderationtoourrecommenda-
tions.

YourCommitteehavemeteleventimesduring
thepastyearandtheaveragemonthlyattendance
was13.Iwouldliketogivemysincereandvery
gratefulthankstoallitsmembersfortheirmagnificent
unceasingefforts,bothatcommitteemeetingsand
outsidewheremuchoftheworkinrunningthe
Branchisdone.Suchworktakesmanyformsand
includesrepresentingtheBranchonothercommittees,
producingsurveyreportsoncanalsandriversfor
submissiontolocalandcountycouncils,giving
lectures,(thepreviousyearôstotalforthisbeing
approximately22),conductinglengthyandtime-
consumingcorrespondancewithwaterwayand
councilauthorities,localsocieties,andsundry
organisations.I knowthatmy owntotalof
letterswrittenduringthepasttwelvemonthsexceeds
twohundred,thoughthisincludedmanyletters
concerningtheHarlowRally.Theonlyretirement
fromyourCommitteeduringthelastyearhasbeen
thatofDr.RayGlaister,whoaftermanyyearôs
servicebothonyourCommitteeandtheCouncil,
inbothofwhichhehadtakenparticularinterestin
theaffairsoftheLeeandStortandofcanoeingin
whichhewasanauthority,hasdecidedthatthe
claimsoffamilyandworkcouldnolongerbedenied,
butweareverygratefulforallthehelpandadvice
hehasgivenovertheyears.Hisplaceonthe
CommitteehasbeentakenbyCapt.Quick,whofor
someyearshasbeenamostactivememberofthe
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AsyoucanseetheBranchhasagainhadanactive
andsuccessfulyearandIthankallmembersfortheir
greatsupportduringthisperiod.Lookingtowards
thefutureitwouldseemthatwepossessinabundant
quantitiesthenecessaryingredientsforsuccess,these
beingknowledge,enthusiasmandunityarmedwith
whichtheBranchcanlookforwardtoanotheryear
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gathertogetherallthosecrumpledissueslyinginthe
bottomofdrawersandcupboardsandbindthem
neatlyandsmartly.Price10/-,postageextra,1/3.
FromtheEditor.Cashwithorderplease.
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JUNE11th.ASSOCIATIONA.G.M.attheRoyal
SocietyofArts,JohnAdamStreet,W.C.2.at3p.m.
Sunday12thJUNE
ASMALLBoatTripwillbeheldonSunday
une12th,1.30pm.atNewburyWharf.London,

andHomeCountiesI.W.A.Memberswithsmall
trailedboatsareinvitedtojointhisventure.This
tripwillbefromNewburyWharfdownstreamto
BullsLock,anditishopedthatthiswillencourage
trailerboatownerstovisittheKennet&AvonCanal
atNewbury.
Allenquiriesto:ðMr.R.Miles,17GordonRoad,
Thatcham,Newbury,Berks.

SATURDAY18th/SUNDAY19thJUNE
WorkingPartyontheSixteenLocksontheStour-

bridgeCanal.Plentyofhardworkforallðsleeping
accommodationorcampingfacilitiesavailable.Details
fromTimDodwell(addressonp.3ðtelephone:
Byýeet43405).
AttheBranchA.G.M.weagreedtosendadonation
totheStaffsandWorcesterCanalSocietyôsrestoration
fundðnowisthechancetogivesomepracticalhelp.
SUNDAY3rdJULYRIVERKENNET
MIDSUMMERCRUISE
TheReadingBranchoftheKennetandAvonCanal
Trustisorganisingacruiseforcraftthatcanbe
portagedfromNewburytoTheale.Assembleat
Newbury9.00a.m.ontheSundaytoferrytransport
tothedisembarkationpoint(campingaccommodation
forthepreviousnightavailablebypriorarrangement).
ArrivalintheThealeareaisplannedforabout6.00p.m.,
afterwhichrefreshmentsanddrinkswillbeavailable
atalocalhostelry.
Peopleintendingtotakepartareaskedtonotify
JohnLegh,TheCrossways,SharlockRow,Nr.Twyford,
Berks(telephoneShurlockRow373)by18thJuneif
possible.Hecanalsosupplyfulldetails:E.W.
licenceswillberequired(specialhalf-ratelicences
restrictedtotheKennetandAvonareobtainablefrom
theB.W.ofýceatNewbury).
SUNDAY17thJULY
WorkingPartyontheWeyNavigation.Backto
PyrfordLocktocarryonwithclearingdeadand
overhangingtrees,and,itishoped,alsotoconstruct
alandingstageabovethelock.Cuttingimplements

mgEvents...

Recent;Activities

requiredðassembleonsiteat10.00a.m.Transport
fromneareststation(WestByýeet)canbearrangedð
pleasecontactTimDodwellasabove.
SUNDAY,SlstJULY.RIVERWEYBOATTRIP
Thistrip,onthelastSundayofthemonthplease

note,maywellbethelastopportunityforMembers
andfriendstojoinArcturusforaCruiseontheWey.
AsArcturuswillbeenroutetotheGrandUnionat
Wat-ford,thistripwillbeaONE-WAYONLYrun
fromGuildfordtoNewHawandWeybridge.Inview
ofthetimerequiredforthisparticulartrip.Members
areaskedtobeatMillMead(aboutýveminutesôwalk
fromGuildfordstation)for10.45a.m.Thosecoming
fromLondonshouldcatchthe9.50a.m.trainfrom
Waterlooðremembersingletickets.
Withthevariationofdepthofseveralsectionsofthe
Navigation,thetimeofarrivalatNewHawandat
Weybridge(ThamesLock)forthosewhowishto
comeallthewaycannotbetoodeýnite;butagooddayôs
outingcanbeexpectedifsuitableanti-wetweathergear
isbroughtalong!Youareaskedtobringpacked
lunch;astopwillbearrangedatahostelryduring
openingtimeifhumanlypossible.Lightafternoon
refreshmentswillbeavailableonboard.
Tickets:(saeplease)members12/6d,non-members

15/ðfromBryanNicol],GuildfordWharf,FriarySt.,
Guildford.Chequesetc.shouldbemadepayableto
LondonandHomeCountiesBranchI.W.A.
AUGUSTSthð9th.NATIONALRALLYAT

MARPLE
WINTERMEETING

THEFebruaryWinterMeetingtooktheform
ofaRiverThamesEvening.Itwasagreat

success,andenjoyedbyagoodlyturn-outofmembers.
UnfortunatelytheEditorofWind/asswasnotamong
them,andnodetailedreportwasreceivedintimefor
publication.ThespeakerwasJohnWatson-Parton
oftheRiverThamesSociety.

THEANNUALGENERALMEETING
THEBranchA.G.M.tookplaceonMarch00that
LondonBridge,andagoodattendanceheard

ourChairmanMichaelAplingiveasparklingsum-
maryofouractivitiesofthepasttwelvemonths.
NewCommitteememberselectedwereMajorLogan
BrownandCaptainE.A.Quick.Aresolutionwas
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JUNE11th.ASSOCIATIONA.G.M.attheRoyal
SocietyofArts,JohnAdamStreet,W.C.2.at3p.m.

Sunday12thJUNE
ASMALLBoatTripwillbeheldonSunday

une12th,1.30p.m.atNewburyWharf.London,
andHomeCountiesI.W.A.Memberswithsmall
trailedboatsareinvitedtojointhisventure.This
tripwillbefromNewburyWharfdownstreamto
BullsLock,anditishopedthatthiswillencourage
trailerboatownerstovisittheKennet&AvonCanal
atNewbury.
Allenquiriesto:~Mr.R.Miles,17GordonRoad,

Thatcham,Newbury,Berks.

SATURDAYith/SUNDAY19thJUNE
óWorkingPartyontheSixteenLocksontheStour-

bridgeCanal.Plentyofhardworkforallðsleeping
accommodationorcampingfacilitiesavailable.Details
fromTimDodwell(addresson p.3ðtelephone:
Byfleet43405).
AttheBranchA.G.M.weagreedtosendadonation

totheStaffsandWorcesterCanalSociety'srestoration
fundðnowisthechancetogivesomepracticalhelp.

SUNDAY3rdJULYRIVERKENNET
MIDSUMMERCRUISE
TheReadingBranchoftheKennetandAvonCanal

Trustisorganisinga cruiseforcraftthatcanbe
portagedfromNewburytoTheale.Assembleat
Newbury9.00a.m.ontheSundaytoferrytransport
tothedisembarkationpoint(campingaccommodation
forthepreviousnightavailablebypriorarrangement).
ArrivalintheThealeareaisplannedforabout6.00p.m.,
afterwhichrefreshmentsanddrinkswillbeavailable
atalocalhostelry.
Peopleintendingtotakepartareaskedtonotify

JohnLegh,TheCrossways,ShurlockRow,Nr.Twyford,
Berks(telephoneShurlockRow373)by18thJuneif
possible.Hecanalsosupplyfulldetails:B.W.
licenceswillberequired(specialhalf-ratelicences
restrictedtotheKennetandAvonareobtainablefrom
theB.W.officeatNewbury).

SUNDAY17thJULY
WorkingPartyontheWeyNavigation.Backto
PyrfordLocktocarryonwithclearingdeadand
overhangingtrees,and,itishoped,alsotoconstruct
alandingstageabovethelock.Cuttingimplements
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requiredðassembleonsiteat10.00a.m.Transport
fromneareststation(WestByfleet)canbearrangedð
pleasecontactTimDodwellasabove.

SUNDAY,31stJULY.RIVERWEYBOATTRIP
Thistrip,onthelastSundayofthemonthplease

note,maywellbethelastopportunityforMembers
andfriendstojoinArcturusforaCruiseontheWey.
AsArcturuswillbeenroutetotheGrandUnionat
Watford,thistripwillbeaONE-WAYONLYrun
fromGuildfordtoNewHawandWeybridge.Inview
ofthetimerequiredforthisparticulartrip,Members
areaskedtobeatMillMead(aboutfiveminutesôwalk
fromGuildfordstation)for10.45a.m.Thosecoming
fromLondonshouldcatchthe9.50a.m.trainfrom
Waterlooðremembersingletickets.
Withthevariationofdepthofseveralsectionsofthe

Navigation,thetimeofarrivalatNewHawandat
Weybridge(ThamesLock)forthosewhowishto
comeallthewaycannotbetoodefinite;butagooddayôs
outingcanbeexpectedifsuitableanti-wetweathergear
isbroughtalong!Youareaskedtobringpacked
lunch;a stopwillbearrangedata hostelryduring
openingtimeifhumanlypossible.Lightafternoon
refreshmentswillbeavailableonboard.
Tickets:(s.a.e.please)members12/6d,non-members

15/-fromBryanNicoll,GuildfordWharf,FriarySt.,
Guildford.Chequesetc.shouldbemadepayableto
LondonandHomeCountiesBranchI.W.A.
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them,andnodetailedreportwasreceivedintimefor
publication.ThespeakerwasJohnWatson-Parton

oftheRiverThamesSociety.

THEANNUALGENERALMEETING
THEBranchA.G.M.tookplaceonMarch00that
LondonBridge,anda goodattendanceheard

ourChairmanMichaelAplingiveasparklingsum-
maryofouractivitiesofthepasttwelvemonths.
NewCommitteememberselectedwereMajorLogan
BrownandCaptainE.A.Quick.Aresolutionwas
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proposedbyJohnDoctwell:ThatadonationofÃ10
besenttotheStourbridgeCanalSixteenLocksfund.
ThiswasamendedtotheýgureofÃ16whichwas
consideredmostappropriate.Theeveningended
withýlmsoftheLeeandStort,includingtheHarlow
Rally,shownbyCapt.Quick.

THEBRANCHDINNER
ARECORDnumberofmembersandtheirguests
attendedtheAnnualDinner,heldattheLondon

ZooRestaurant,amostattractivevenue.Afteran
excellentmeal,theassemblylistenedtoaseriesof
interestingspeechs.Beforeintroducingtheother
speakers,ChairmanMichaelAplingavealucidand
wittysummaryofouractivitiesoverthepreviousyear.
andintroducedawellknownmemberofthemusic
worldStanfordRobinsonwhoproposedthetoastof
theBranch.Mr.Robinson,quotedñTheGondoliersñ
tosomeeffectinhisspeech,
Mr.LeslieMorton,replyingonbehalfofthe

Branch,enthralledthelistenerswithanaccountof
hiscarryingactivities,andspokeofthecargoesbeing
carried,notablygraintoWellingboroughonthe
Nene,andconsignmentsfromCadburyôsatBournville
totheRegentsCanalDock,viatheNorthernStrat-
ford.Mr.Mortonmentionedthatsixpairswere
carryingthesecargoes,butafterawhiletheamountof
200tonscouldbecarriedbyfourpairsastheconstant
passageofboatsdredgedthecanal.

Mr.MortonwasawardedtheCyrilStyringTrophy
forhisservicestothecauseofthewaterways,andthe
presentationwasmadebyCapt.LionelMunk,
ChairmanoftheAssociationtotheaccompaniment
ofthewarmestapplause.
InproposingthetoastofTheGuests,Capt.Munk
announcedthatthecentralpooldisplayatnext
year'sBoatShowwouldbeBritishCanals,andit
washopedtohaveatraditionalnarrowboataþoat
there.Hestressedtheneedforanequalinterestin
bothcommercialandpleasuretrafýconthewater-
ways,andmentionedthatseveralpublicmeetings
wouldtakeplacethissummertoputourcasefor
thewaterways.Althoughwemustpresshardand
nothesitatetocriticiseBritishWaterwayswhere
necessary,atalltimesitwasimportantthatcriticism
shouldbeaccurate.
Dr.GwynneVevers,ʤāʚ.ɽā,ǈ.ǎ-Ǟé,Curatorof
theZooAquariumrepliedtothetoast,andmade
anaptreferenceinabriefamusingspeech,tocanal
fauna,notforgettingtheWillowWren.This
concludedtheevening,andmembersdispersed
wellcontent.

TOWING.REPAIRS.

ALLINGTONMARINALTD.
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Te].Ma´dstone52057
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proposedbyJohnDodwell:ThatadonationofÃ10
besenttotheStourbridgeCanalSixteenLocksfund.
ThiswasamendedtothefigureofÃ16whichwas
consideredmostappropriate.Theeveningended
withfilmsoftheLeeandStort,includingtheHarlow
Rally,shownbyCapt.Quick.

THEBRANCHDINNER
ARECORDnumberofmembersandtheirguests

attendedtheAnnualDinner,heldattheLondon
ZooRestaurant,amostattractivevenue.Afteran
excellentmeal,theassemblylistenedtoaseriesof
interestingspeechs.Beforeintroducingtheother
speakers,ChairmanMichaelAplingavealucidand
wittysummaryofouractivitiesoverthepreviousyear,
andintroducedawellknownmemberofthemusic
worldStanfordRobinsonwhoproposedthetoastof
theBranch.Mr.Robinson,quotedñTheGondoliersò
tosomeeffectinhisspeech,
Mr.LeslieMorton,replyingonbehalfofthe

Branch,enthralledthelistenerswithanaccountof
hiscarryingactivities,andspokeofthecargoesbeing
carried,notablygraintoWellingboroughonthe
Nene,andconsignmentsfromCadbury'satBournville
totheRegentsCanalDock,viatheNorthernStrat-
ford.Mr.Mortonmentionedthatsixpairswere
carryingthesecargoes,butafterawhiletheamountof
200tonscouldbecarriedbyfourpairsastheconstant
passageofboatsdredgedthecanal.

Mr.MortonwasawardedtheCyrilStyringTrophy
forhisservicestothecauseofthewaterways,andthe
presentationwasmadebyCapt.LionelMunk,
ChairmanoftheAssociationtotheaccompaniment
ofthewarmestapplause.
InproposingthetoastofTheGuests,Capt.Munk

announcedthatthecentralpooldisplayatnext
yearôsBoatShowwouldbeBritishCanals,andit
washopedtohaveatraditionalnarrowboatafloat
there.Hestressedtheneedforanequalinterestin
bothcommercialandpleasuretrafficonthewater-
ways,andmentionedthatseveralpublicmeetings
wouldtakeplacethissummertoputourcasefor
thewaterways.Althoughwemustpresshardand
nothesitatetocriticiseBritishWaterwayswhere
necessary,atalltimesitwasimportantthatcriticism
shouldbeaccurate.
Dr.GwynneVevers,M.B.E.,D.PHIL.,Curatorof

theZooAquariumrepliedtothetoast,andmade
anaptreferenceinabriefamusingspeech,tocanal
fauna,notforgettingtheWillowWren.This
concludedtheevening,andmembersdispersed
wellcontent.
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RIVERTHAMES
THEEveningNewsissponsoringaRiverThames
PageantonSeptember9th,thenearestdateto

theTercentenaryoftheGreatFireofLondon.
ThePageantwilltaketheformofaþeetofdecorated
andilluminatedcraftmovingthroughashining
route,tothemusicoforchestrasandmassedbands.
Theþeetwillcruisebetweenþoodlitbanks,and
beneathaýreysky,fromnearTowerBridgeto
LambethBridge,andbacktotheUpperPool,time
takentobeabouttwohours.Bridges,banksand
adjacentbuildingswillbeþoodlit.Itisplanned
thataircraftwillstrewtheskywithredvapour,lit
byartiýcialmoonlight.
Theriverprocessionwillbeassembledindaylight,
tomoveoffatdusk,andtheprocessionwillstart
at8 p.m.Itisaneaptide,andHighWaterat
LondonBridgeis8.49pm.Some40ð50power
drivencraftfullydecoratedandrepresentativeof
ThamesandPortofLondoninterestswillbe
marshalledaccordingtoaprocessionalplandirected
bythePLA.Riversidealluminationswillswitch
onatdusk,andtheriveritselfwillbelitbymulti-
1colouredbeamsinþoodlightssightedabo\ethewater
evelt
A giantrocketsetʦʡ"fromtheMonumentwill
signalthebeginningofthePageant.Theþeetof
boats,manywithcolouredtableauxororchestras
aboard,willbeledbytheRiverPolice,followedby
Fireþoatswithhosesplaying;thenwillfollowthe
LordMayor'sBarge.Orchestrasandmassedbands
willplaywherethepublicassembletowatch,and
specialwaterðandýre-workmusicwillbeplayed.
AllbridgesfromtheTowertoLambethwillbe
þoodlit,andtherewillbethebiggestdisplayofýre-
worksseeninLondon.
Detailsoftheorganisingcommitteewillbe
announcedinduecourse.Allthosewhowishto
takepartintheprocessionoranyeventconnected
withthepageantshouldcontactTheOrganiser,
EveningNewsThamesPageant,HarmsworthHouse,
BouverieStreet,E.C.4.PressenquiriestoHenry
Clapp,Press& PublicRelationsDivision,Tallis
House,TallisStreet,E.C.4.Phone:FLEetStreet6000.

ROUNDTHEWATERWAYS

STRATFORDCANALWORKINGPARTY
SixofusturnedupattheLapworthYardaround
noononSaturday,March19th,andwewerequickly
drivenohñbyDavidHutchings,theCanalManager
then(hehasnowbeensucceededbyMajor"Crick"
Grundy),toLowsonford,abouttwomilesdownthe
canal,wherethetowpathneededwideningtoenable
maintenancevehiclestopass,especiallythedragline,
a"grab-cumðscoopòdredger,
Thereweretwoobstructions.Thebiggerone

waswherearailwaylineoncecrossedthecanal
(Ibelieveitclosedabout50yearsago):thebridge
hadbeentakendown,butthebrickabutmentsremained
ononesidenarrowingthetowpathandontheother
stickingoutintothecanal,leavingachannelofwater
ofabout10ð12feetwide.Thissecondabutmenthas,
orhad,someoldrailwaylinesaroundittoguide
boatsintothechannel,Ourjobwastodismantle
theseoldrailsandbringthemovertothetowpath;
theretheyweretobecutupatalaterdateanddriven
uprightintothecanalbedtoformthesupportsfor
aplatformwhichwouldjutout2feetintothecanal
andsowidenthetowpatht
Thiswasfar,fareasiersaidthandone,asthe
railsmusthavebeenthere,boltedtogether,fora
hundredyearsormoreandlookedatriþerusty,to
putitmildly.However,adrop,orrathermalny
drops,ofPlusgas(ade-rustingsolution),togetherWith
aStillsonwrenchwitha2feetlongarm,undidmost
ofthebolts,helpedbyahammerandmuscles.
Wetackledashort6feetsectionýrst,tiedaropeto
itbeforeunscrewingthelastboltandlettherailfall
intothewaterwiththeideaofpullingitacrossthe
canalalongthebottom.Itwasthenthatwefound
itwasmadeofcastironandallfranticheavingand
pleadingfailedtopullitacrosstothetowpathl
So,afteragreatdealofeýort,wepulleditupoutof
thewaterontothenearerbankandleftitthereuntil
thenextday.
Thosenotengagedinthisworkwereattacking
theotherobstacle,furtherdownthecanal.Here.a
smallbridgecarriesthetowpathoveraþoodweir.
Aretainingwallonthesideawayfromthetowpath,

HughMeKnigtPhotography
TheClockHouse,UpperHalliiord,Shenpcrton,Middx.

CANALPHOTOGRAPHS
inmonochromeam!colam-.
forprimean:!commercial
usa.Commission:undertaken.
Generalundcommercial
phÜtography.WrifestaringSunbury-on-Thamcs3319 requirements.

hadtobeknockeddown
widened.
Theworkontheabutn
byoildrumstoþoattheh
twolengthsofabout30
canalðaverygoodeffort
theweirbridge,bricksu]
uppreparatorytothe\
Therestofusdidalot
leadershipofDavidHut
checkedforeaseofmo
stuckontotoppaddlepos
oftherackshouldrestv
andsignsshowingwhere
points,safemooringplace
thegroundwithconcrete
goodanti-hooligandevice.
toaboatpassingdownto
season.Altogether,aple;
anumberofsmalljobsdé
started.

RIVER
PYRFORDLOCKðch
requiresspecialoperat

nowandinpastissuesandf
lockmanningthisSumn
fairnumberofgoodstro
Partiesandabackðbone
BranchSummerOutings,
largenumberofMember:
ownwhocoulddotheirp
andpracticalway.Myth;
bersandfriendswhohelpei
havealreadyofferedtheir`
buttheresponsesofaris
BranchMembership.Mal
thegardenortheweek-end
countrysideandtodoaá
oneofourBranchWaterwz
asyoucangivingmeyour
frequencyofyourassistanc
Arampfortrailedcraftis
Lock.

KENNETɸɻ
CANALWORKINC

INall20volunteerslurche
loggedýeldstothesiteof

weresoonputtowork.
ýllingwheelbarrowswiths
whichwasthentransporter
improvisedrampofsteel]
poweredonthepush-pullI
pushingontheshaftsandth
attachedtothefrontofthe
mentwasmadenecessaryɂ
stateoftheground.Thes
excavationsmadeatones
re-building.
Anotherpartyloadedthe
cloggingpuddleclayfrom
bridge,andproceededlabo

RIVERTHAMES
"HEEveningNewsissponsoringaRiverThames
PageantonSeptember9th,thenearestdateto

theTercentenaryoftheGreatFireofLondon.
ThePageantwilltaketheformofafleetofdecorated

andilluminatedcraftmovingthrougha shining
route,tothemusicoforchestrasandmassedbands.
Thefleetwillcruisebetweenfloodlitbanks,and
beneathafireysky,fromnearTowerBridgeto
LambethBridge,andbacktotheUpperPool,time
takentobeabouttwohours.Bridges,banksand
adjacentbuildingswillbefloodlit.Itisplanned
thataircraftwillstrewtheskywithredvapour,lit
byartificialmoonlight.
Theriverprocessionwillbeassembledindaylight,
tomoveoffatdusk,andtheprocessionwillstart
at8 pm.Itisaneaptide,andHighWaterat
LondonBridgeis8.49p.m.Some40-50power
drivencraftfullydecoratedandrepresentativeof
ThamesandPortofLondoninterestswillbe
marshalledaccordingtoaprocessionalplandirected
bytheP.L.A.Riversidealluminationswillswitch
onatdusk,andtheriveritselfwillbelitbymulti-
coloredbeamsinfloodlightssightedabovethewater
evel.
AgiantrocketsetofffromtheMonumentwill

signalthebeginningofthePageant.Thefleetof
boats,manywithcolouredtableauxororchestras
aboard,willbeledbytheRiverPolice,followedby
Firefloatswithhosesplaying:thenwillfollowthe
LordMayor'sBarge.Orchestrasandmassedbands
willplaywherethepublicassembletowatch,and
specialwater-andfire-workmusicwillbeplayed.
AllbridgesfromtheTowertoLambethwillbe
floodlit,andtherewillbethebiggestdisplayoffire-
worksseeninLondon.
Detailsoftheorganisingcommitteewillbe
announcedinduecourse.Allthosewhowishto
takepartintheprocessionoranyeventconnected
withthepageantshouldcontactTheOrganiser,
EveningNewsThamesPageant,HarmsworthHouse,
BouverieStreet,E.C.4.PressenquiriestoHenry
Clapp,Press& PublicRelationsDivision,Tallis
House,TallisStreet,E.C.4.Phone:FLEetStreet6000.

ROUNDTHEWATERWAYS

STRATFORDCANALWORKINGPARTY
SixofusturnedupattheLapworthYardaround

noononSaturday,March19th,andwewerequickly
drivenoffbyDavidHutchings,theCanalManager
then(hehasnowbeensucceededbyMajorñCrickò
Grundy),toLowsonford,abouttwomilesdownthe
canal,wherethetowpathneededwideningtoenable
maintenancevehiclestopass,especiallythedragline,
a ñgrab-cum-scoopòdredger.
Thereweretwoobstructions.Thebiggerone

waswherearailwaylineoncecrossedthecanal
(Ibelieveitclosedabout50yearsago):thebridge
hadbeentakendown,butthebrickabutmentsremained
ononesidenarrowingthetowpathandontheother
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uprightintothecanalbedtoformthesupportsfor
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theotherobstacle,furtherdownthecanal.Herea
smallbridgecarriesthetowpathoverafloodweir.
Aretainingwallonthesideawayfromthetowpath,
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