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FERRYYACHTSTATION
ΓMAכDΔLINE THAMESDITTON

CRUlSERSLTD.SURREY
Tel:Emberbrook027i(3 lines)

(AlternativeTurn-roundPointsatReadingandBrinklow,ðnearCoventry)

*

WeareSoleBookingAgentsforothercruisersoperatingontheThames,
theSevern,andAvon,andtheCanalsfromAmington,Bunbury,
Stratford-on-Avon,Tewkesbury,Cropredy,etc.,alsoonthelovely

RiverMarneinFrance.

SeveralexcitingnewcruisersarebeingaddedtoourThamesand
CanalFleets.

NEARLY100CRAFT,MODERNSELF-STARTINGDIESELAND
PETROLENGINES,ELECTRICLIGHT,SAFETYGASINSTALLATIONS

Foamrubbermattress.Refrigerators.Gascookerswithovens.
ñKepcoldòcoldboxes.Runninghotwatersystems.

FullDetailsinournewl96688-PAGECOLOURILLUSTRATEDBROCHURE

CanalPleasurecra´t(Stourport)Ltd.
STOURPOBT-ON-SEVERN,Wores. Tel.:2970

FIRSTTO DESIGNAND BUILDMOTORCRUISERS
ESPECIALLYFOR USEON THEWHOLEOF THE

CANALAND RIVERNETWORK
2 to6 berthfullyequippedandcomfortablemotorcruisersforhire

onthecanalsandriversSevernandAvon
Latesttypesincludetheseuniquespecialfeatures:ð
CLOSED-CIRCUITKEELCOOLING
HOTWATERTO ALLCABINS
LARGEFULLYOPENINGWINDOWS
GASCOOKINGWITHOVENANDGRILL
PYETRANSISTORBUILT-INRADIO
ELECTRICSHAVINGPOINT
LARGEREFRIGERATOR
FORMICASURFACES
ELECTRICLIGHTS
WIPE-CLEANLYONIDEDUNLOPILLOCUSHIONS>
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ILLUSTRATEDBROCHUREON REQUEST
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CHAIRMANôSNOTES
ʊHEREisnodoubtthatitwasanexperienceכ thesenseof
teamwork,achievement,andpersonaltriumphcoupled

withthesatisfactionofseeingaformidablejobdone,and
welldone.Ofcoursedrivingdowninthepouringrainone
doubtedone'ssanityinevengoing,andcertainlyfriendswere
convincedofoneôsmadness.However,onarrival(only
achievedbyfiendishlyclevermapreadingandalargesliceof
luck)whentheraingaveuptheobviouslyunequalstruggle
andwasreplacedbysunshine,oneswappedajacketforsweaters
andaleathercoat(relicofamoredistantandgreaterbattle),
putonwellingtonsandasmile,grabbedanevillookingsaw
andreportedforduty,readyinfactforanything,eventhis,my
ýrstvisittoaBranchWorkingParty.
Thoseofyouwhohavebeentotheseeminentlyworthwhile
gatheringswilldoubtlesshaveexperiencedsuchhappenings
asenumeratedabove,andwillalreadyknowtheformsuch
workingpartiestake,buttomeitwasanewexperience.The
fantasticefýciencyofthepowersaws,withthemoststubborn
oftreesdroppingbeforethem,thepontoonplyingslowlyup
anddowntheriverpiledhighwithbranchesandundergrowth,
lookingforalltheworldlikeanIndianfuneralbarge,the
enormousbonýresbehindtheriverbankswhichconsumed
thelargestoftrunks.andabovealltheskill,energyand
enthusiasmdisplayedbythetypicallyvariedbandofI.W.A.
membersandhelpers.Allofthemignoredtheearlyrain,
theappallingweatherforecastandtheincrediblymuddy
groundinwhichbootswerelostandpeoplefellonmorethan
oneoccasion,intentonlyonensuringthatthisparticularsection
oftheWeywouldtelloftheircomingforaverylongtimeto
come.Andtellitundoubtedlywill,forthetransformation
bytheAnchoratPyrfordrepresentednominorachievement.
Funitcertainlywas,hardworktoo,butthebeerinthemiddle
andthesatisfactionattheendwereamplecompensationsfor
timeandeffortgiventosuchacause.
IfyouhavenotalreadybeentooneoftheBranchósworking

parties,orindeedtoanyI.W.A.workingparty,dotryand
gotoatleastone,Ipromiseyouitôsworththeeffort,and
thinkofthelazydayyoucanhavethefollowingSunday!

UXBRIDGERALLY
BYTIMDODWELL,
RallyChairman

MEMBERSwillhavereceivedtheircopiesoftheRally
ProgrammewiththisnumberofWind/ass.Ifyouarecoming

byboat,pleasesendinyourentryformingoodtimesothat
weshallbeabletoorganisethenecessaryfacilities.The
Saturdayeveningget-togetherofcrewswillbeintheUxbridge
CruisingClubclubhouse,whichhasalicensedbar(opento
membersattendingtheRallyfortheoccasion)andalight
refreshmentbuffetisbeinglaidonñnotickets,butpayfor
whatyoueat.
TheRallyoýôersanexcellentopportunityforboatsfromthe

ThamestoexplorethelowerpartoftheGrandUnionCanal
incompany,soencourageyourThames-onlycruisingfriends
tocomeandhavealook.
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ComingEvents...RecentActivities
SUNDAY,17thAPRIL.WORKINGPARTYAT

SULHAMSTEAD
THElastworkingpartyontheKennetinJanuary
failedtoachieveitsobjectiveoftidyingupatthe

rebuiltSulhamsteadLockbecauseofthefrozenstate
otòtheground,butdidotherusefulworkinsteadñsee
separatereport.Thistimewehopetodowhatwe
originallyintended,inconjunctionwithmembersof
theKennetandAvonCanalTrust.
..MEETAT THEALESWINGBRlDGE(as
before)at10.00a.m.Asthisisontheearlyside,a
guidewillremainatthebridgeuptill10.30todirect
peopletotheactualsite.Anyoneneedingtransport
fromthestationshouldinformMr.D.D.Hutchings,
TheCoppice,ElmLane,LowerEarley,Reading,
Berks,orTimDodwell,inadvance.

SUNDAYAPRIL24th.CRUISEOF BOATS
FROMCHELMSFORDTOLITTLEBADDOW
TOcelebratetheconstructionofboatrollersaround
newlybuiltsluicesatChelmsfordtheBranch

areholdingacruiseofboatsonSunday,April24th.
Theobjectofthecruiseistodrawattentiontothe

newfacilities.TheCruisewillhʧatthepresent
HeadquartersoftheChelmsfordBoatingClubin
WaterhouseLane,Chelmsford,at11oôclocksharp
andwillterminateatLittleBaddowLock,Little
Baddow,atabout4.00p.m.ɸ packedlunchis
suggestedasnorefreshmentscanbeobtainedalong
theroute.
TheCanalCompanyhaveindicatedthatowingto

watershortageitisunlikelythatitwillbepossible
tooperatethelocks,althoughadeýnitedecisionwill
bemadenearertheday.Inthecircumstancescraft
takingpartshouldbeconýnedtothosewhichcanbe
portagedatthelocks.Thisisfairlyeasy,anditis
hopedthatthosetakingpartwillhelpeachotherif
thereareanydifýculties.
TheBranchareparticularlyinvitingownersof

lightdinghiesandpuntstotakepartaswellascanoes
soastheemphasisethevarietyofboatswhichcanuse
thewaterway.Outboardsarepermitted,provided
thatnopetroloroilisdischargedintothewater.
Theentryfeeincludesthecostofadaylicenceon

theChelmerandBlackwaterCanal.
Entryformsandfurtherinformationcanbeobtained

fromJ.E.Marriage,BuddsFarmhouse,Highwood,
Chelmsford,Essex.Pleaseencloses.a.e.
APRIL29th.BRANCHANNUALDINNER,
atTHE ZOO.Tickets37/6fromtheBranch
SocialSecretary.S.A.E.withOrder.Hurry!Hurry!Hurry!

SUNDAY,5thJUNE.RIVERSWALEBOAT
TRIP

THISyear,fortheýrsttimeever,membersare
giventheopportunityofatripontheRiverSwale

whichseparatestheIsleofSheppeyfromthemainland.

TheboatwillstartfromQueenboroughHeadatap-
proximately11a.m.andwillproceedalongtheSwale
ontheþoodtide,passingtheKingsferryliftingbridge,
RidhamDock,wherewoodandpulpareunloaded
fortheSittingbournepapermills,themouthsofMilton
andConyerCreeksandondownthewideningchannel
toHartyFerry.Hereweshalllandsothatmembers
caneattheirsandwichesandsamplethebrewatthe
attractiveFerryHouseInnabovethewater.Re-
embarkingafterlunchweshallreturnuptheSwale
andintotheMedwayatSheerness.Thenonupthe
estuaryonthetopofthetidetoChatham,wherethe
tripwillendandweshallhavetea.
Inviewofthedistanceinvolveditisimpracticable

tostartandýnishthetripatthesameplace,sothe
followingplanwilloperate.Memberscomingby
trainmustcatchthe9.14a.m.trainfromVictoriato
Queenborough,takingareturntickettoChatham
andasinglefromChathamtoQueenborough.Mem-
berscomingbyroadwillleavetheircarsatChatham
(carparkdetailswillbesentwithtickets)andwill
catchthe10.10trainfromChathamtoQueenborough,
takingasingleticket(4/3).Thistrainisinfactthe
9.14fromVictoria.Thewholepartywillnowbeon
boardthesametrainandonarrivalatQueenborough
itisaboutýveminutesówalkfromthestationtothe
hard.Attheendofthetriprailpassengerscanreturn
directtoLondonfromChathamandcardriverswill
havetheirvehiclesathand.
Bringpackedlunchandprotectionfromtheweather.
Tickets:members12/6,non-members15-.tea4/üā
fromMr.D.Salmon,SpringhillCottage,Yardley
ParkRoad,Tonbridge,Kent,towhomchequesshould
bemadepayaple(pleasesends.a.e.).Earl)applica-
tionisadvisable.

SULHAMPSTEADWORKINGPARTY
Sundayisusuallyadayofrest,especiallyifitis

snowing,blowingandcheerlessoutofdoors.Sunday,
January16th,wasallofthis,aswellasbeingslippery
underfoot,butitdidnotstopsomethirtymembers
oftheLondonandHomeCountiesBranchfromsetting
aboutamileofhedgecuttingandotherclearingabove
SulhampsteadLockontheKcnnetandAvonCanal.
ReadingBranchmembersoftheK&A Trust

welcomedcar-loadaftervan-loadofmotleyclad
volunteersaspre-arranged,atShefýeldswingbridge
nearTheale.Somewalkedupalongsidethecut,
whilstotherspreferredtobumpacrosstheýeldsin
theircarstothelock,armedwithanassortmentof
picks,shovelsandslashers.Butforthesnowitwas
originallyplannedgenerallytoclear-uproundthe
reconstructedlockbymovingearthandýllingsandbags
andsoon,butthefrozengroundturnedthepartyôs
energiestothejobonejumpahead,tothethickunder-
growthandcloggedditchalongthecut.
YoungandoldalikewieldedSlashers,choppersand

bushsaws,andthesteadilyincreasingpilesofsaplings,

hawthornebushesandtrees`
bonýres.Atýrstthetask
hedgerowintertwinedwith
overtheyears,withbrambl
saplings.Someinspiratior
oneon,forneitherthetou;
bitingwindseemedtoslc
makemattersmoredifýct
hedgeononeside,buteok
tomakeanydifferenceeiti

Bylunchtimeprogress
theaccommodationswingI
byBritishWaterwaysin
thirdofthewayupthecut.
grabbedfromthepilesof
retiredforthermosteaand
raidshelteroverlookingt
convertedintoahomeby
theireightmonthsresto:
roundtheglowingembers
andateorangesandhome-n
Backtowork,andmm

disappearedunderinvigoraw
werebetterthanothers,bl
itbecameobviousthatone
reallyworthseeingwhene
piledtheremainderoftt
Maybeitisstillburning!
done,theentirehedgerowh;
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rebuiltSulhamsteadLockbecauseofthefrozenstate
oftheground,butdidotherusefulworkinsteadð see
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hopedthatthosetakingpartwillhelpeachotherif
thereareanydifficulties.
TheBranchareparticularlyinvitingownersof
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WhichseparatestheIsleofSheppeyfromthemainland.

TheboatwillstartfromQueenboroughHeadatap-
proximately11a.m.andwillproceedalongtheSwale
onthefloodtide,passingtheKingsferryliftingbridge,
RidhamDock,wherewoodandpulpareunloaded
fortheSittingbournepapermills,themouthsofMilton
andConyerCreeksandondownthewideningchannel
toHartyFerry.Hereweshalllandsothatmembers
caneattheirsandwichesandsamplethebrewatthe
attractiveFerryHouseInnabovethewater.Re-
embarkingafterlunchweshallreturnuptheSwale
andintotheMedwayatSheerness.Thenonupthe
estuaryonthetopofthetidetoChatham,wherethe
tripwillendandweshallhavetea.
Inviewofthedistanceinvolveditisimpracticable

tostartandfinishthetripatthesameplace,sothe
followingplanwilloperate.Memberscomingby
trainmustcatchthe9.14a.m.trainfromVictoriato
Queenborough,takinga returntickettoChatham
andasinglefromChathamtoQueenborough.Mem-
berscomingbyroadwillleavetheircarsatChatham
(carparkdetailswillbesentwithtickets)andwill
catchthe10.10trainfromChathamtoQueenborough,
takingasingleticket(4/3).Thistrainisinfactthe
9.14fromVictoria.Thewholepartywillnowbeon
boardthesametrainandonarrivalatQueenborough
itisaboutfiveminutesôwalkfromthestationtothe
hard.Attheendofthetriprailpassengerscanreturn
directtoLondonfromChathamandcardriverswill
havetheirvehiclesathand.
Bringpackedlunchandprotectionfromtheweather.
Tickets:members12/6,non-members15/-,tea4/-,
fromMr.D.Salmon,SpringhillCottage,Yardley
ParkRoad,Tonbridge,Kent,towhomchequesshould
bemadepayaple(pleasesends.a.e.).Earlyapplica-
tionisadvisable.

SULHAMPSTEADWORKINGPARTY
Sundayisusuallyadayofrest,especiallyifitis

snowing,blowingandcheerlessoutofdoors.Sunday,
January16th,wasallofthis,aswellasbeingslippery
underfoot,butitdidnotstopsomethirtymembers
oftheLondonandHomeCountiesBranchfromsetting
aboutamileofhedgecuttingandotherclearingabove
SulhampsteadLockontheKennetandAvonCanal.
ReadingBranchmembersoftheK&A Trust

welcomedcar-loadaftervan-loadofmotleyclad
volunteersaspre-arranged,atSheffieldswingbridge
nearTheale.Somewalkedupalongsidethecut,
whilstotherspreferredtobumpacrossthefieldsin
theircarstothelock,armedwithanassortmentof
picks,shovelsandslashers.Butforthesnowitwas
originallyplannedgenerallytoclear-uproundthe
reconstructedlockbymovingearthandfillingsandbags
andsoon,butthefrozengroundturnedthepartyôs
energiestothejobonejumpahead,tothethickunder-
growthandcloggedditchalongthecut.
Youngandoldalikewieldedslashers,choppersand

bushsaws,andthesteadilyincreasingpilesofsaplings,
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hawthornebushesandtreessoonmadesomespectacular
bonýres.Atýrstthetasklookedformidable,forthe
hedgerowintertwinedwithstripsofwirehadmatured
overtheyears,withbrambles,ivyandahostofhardy
saplings.Someinspirationmusthavespurredevery-
oneon,forneitherthetoughnessofthetask,northe
bitingwindseemedtoslowproceedingsdown.To
makemattersmoredifýculttheditchborderedthe
hedgeononeside,butcoldmuddywaterdidnôtseem
tomakeanydifferenceeither.
Bylunchtimeprogresshadbeenmadeasfaras

theaccommodationswingbridge(completelyrestored
byBritishWaterwaysinSeptember1965)abouta
thirdofthewayupthecut.Anoraksandsweaterswere
grabbedfromthepilesofsawnuplogs,andsome
retiredforthermosteaandsandwichesintheoldair-
raidshelteroverlookingthelock.Thishadbeen
convertedintoahomebytheprisonlabourduring
theireightmonthsrestorationwork.Otherssat
roundtheglowingembersofoneofóthemanyýres,
andateorangesandhome-madebread.
Backtowork,andmoreýresasthehedgerows

disappearedunderinvigoratedblows.Somebonýres
werebetterthanothers,butasdarknessapproached
itbecameobviousthatonewasoutstanding.Itwas
reallyworthseeingwheneveryonedownedtoolsand
piledtheremainderofthehedgecuttingsontop
Maybeitisstillburning!Aworthwhilejobhasbeen
done,theentirehedgerowhasbeenclearedinreadiness

forthedraglineswhichwillnowbeabletodumptheir
spoilinitsplace,wehopeinthelateSpring.
OnbehalfoftheTrust,thankyou,TimDodwell,

fororganisingsuchanenergeticandenthusiasticcrowd
ofhelpers.Letusknowwhenyoucancomeagain.

DAVIDHARRIS

WINTERMEETING
ONJanuary20ththosewhomanagedtoover-

comeweatherandtrafýcconditionswereable
toenjoyaninterestingtalkbyMr.E.W.H.Pete!son
InhisDutchbargeWillemeinluxuriouslyconverted
toasixberthsailingcruiser.hehascruisedmanyof
thewaterwaysofEurope,andreachedasfarsouth
astheMeditteranean,andCorsica,andonourown
waterways,asfarasStokeBruerneandBirmingham.
TheslidesofWil/einemonallthesevariedwaterways
madeexcellentviewing,thelushsceneryoftheSouth
ofFrancewasanaspectofcruisingnotcovered
beforeatoneofourmeetings.Thedescriptionand
viewsoftheW²llemeinundertowuptheRhonewere
hair-raisingindeed,andprovidedaclimaxtoamost
interestingevening,Mr.Petersonindicatedhis
intentionofcruisinginDenmarkandScandinaviain
thefuture;wecanperhapslookforwardtoanother
enjoyableeveninglisteningtomoreofhisadventures.

E.PULL

WIHLJLOWWRENGROUP
NARROWBOATCONVERSIONCAPACITYNOWAVAILABLEATWILLOW
WRENYARD,BRAUNSTON,NR.RUGBY.
A FEWHULLSFORSALESUBJECTʊʆCONVERSIONATYARD.
(OrdersacceptedinstrictrotationforI966delivery)

ALLCLASSESOFSHIPWRIGHTANDENGINEERINGWORK
CARRIEDOUT,lNCLUDINGMETALANDWOOD

DESIGNSANDLAYOUTSWITHFULLESTIMATESUNDERTAKEN

ENQUIRIESTO:

WlLLþWWRENGROUP,BULLSBRIDGE,HAYESROAD,
SOUTHALL,MIDDLESEX.
TELEPHONE:HAYES2277

hawthornebushesandtreessoonmadesomespectacular
bonfires.Atfirstthetasklookedformidable,forthe
hedgerowintertwinedwithstripsofwirehadmatured
overtheyears,withbrambles,ivyandahostofhardy
saplings.Someinspirationmusthavespurredevery-
oneon,forneitherthetoughnessofthetask,northe
bitingwindseemedtoslowproceedingsdown.To
makemattersmoredifficulttheditchborderedthe
hedgeononeside,butcoldmuddywaterdidnôtseem
tomakeanydifferenceeither.

Bylunchtimeprogresshadbeenmadeasfaras
theaccommodationswingbridge(completelyrestored
byBritishWaterwaysinSeptember1965)abouta

thirdofthewayupthecut.Anoraksandsweaterswere
grabbedfromthepilesofsawnuplogs,andsome
retiredforthermosteaandsandwichesintheoldair-
raidshelteroverlookingthelock.Thishadbeen
convertedintoa homebytheprisonlabourduring
theireightmonthsrestorationwork.Otherssat
roundtheglowingembersofoneofthemanyfires,
andateorangesandhome-madebread.

Backtowork,andmorefiresasthehedgerows
disappearedunderinvigoratedblows.Somebonfires
werebetterthanothers,butasdarknessapproached
itbecameobviousthatonewasoutstanding.Itwas
reallyworthseeingwheneveryonedownedtoolsand
piledtheremainderofthehedgecuttingsontop
Maybeitisstillburning!Aworthwhilejobhasbeen
done,theentirehedgerowhasbeenclearedinreadiness

forthedraglineswhichwillnowbeabletodumptheir
spoilinitsplace,wehopeinthelateSpring.
OnbehalfoftheTrust,thankyou,TimDodwell,

fororganisingsuchanenergeticandenthusiasticcrowd
ofhelpers.Letusknowwhenyoucancomeagain.
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WINTERMEETING

ONJanuary20ththosewhomanagedtoover-

comeweatherandtrafficconditionswereable
toenjoyaninterestingtalkbyMr.E.W.H.Peterson

InhisDutchbargeWillemeinluxuriouslyconverted
toasixberthsailingcruiser,hehascruisedmanyof
thewaterwaysofEurope,andreachedasfarsouth

astheMeditteranean,andCorsica,andonourown

waterways,asfarasStokeBruerneandBirmingham.
TheslidesofWillemeinonallthesevariedwaterways
madeexcellentviewing,thelushsceneryoftheSouth
ofFrancewasanaspectofcruisingnotcovered
beforeatoneofourmeetings.Thedescriptionand
viewsoftheWillemeinundertowuptheRhonewere
hair-raisingindeed,andprovidedaclimaxtoamost
interestingevening.Mr.Petersonindicatedhis
intentionofcruisinginDenmarkandScandinaviain

thefuture;wecanperhapslookforwardtoanother

enjoyableeveninglisteningtomoreofhisadventures.
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