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“MAID” LINE FERRY YACHT STATION

THAMES DITTON

CRUISERS LTD.  surrey

Tel: Emberbrook 1078 (3 lines)
(Alternative Turn-round Points at Reading and Brinklow, near Coventry)
*
We are Sole Booking Agents for other cruisers operating on the Thames,
the Severn, and the Canals from Amington, Bunbury, Gt. Haywood,
Cosgrove, Stratford-on-Avon, Tewkesbury, Cropredy, etc., also on the
lovely River Marne in France.

Several exciting new cruisers have been added to our Thames and
Canal Fleets.

Nearly 100 craft cruising on the Upper Thames, Oxford, Grand Union.
Worcester & Birmingham, Shropshire Union and other Canals.
MODERN  SELF- STARTING DIESEL AND PETROL ENGINES
ELECTRIC LIGHT £ s SAFETY GAS INSTALLATIONS

Foam rubber mattress. Refrigerators. Gas cookers with ovens.
“Kepcold” cold boxes. Running hot water systems.

Full Details in our new |00-PAGE COLOUR ILLUSTRATED BROCHURE

Canal Pleasurecraft wourpory Lid.
STOURPORT-ON-SEVERN, Wores. Tel.: 2970

FIRST TO DESIGN AND BUILD MOTOR CRUISERS
ESPECIALLY FOR USE ON THE WHOLE OF THE
CANAL AND RIVER NETWORK

2 to 6 berth fully equipped and comfortable motor cruisers for hire
on the canals and rivers Severn and Avon

Latest types include these unique special features:—

CLOSED-CIRCUIT KEEL COOLING

HOT WATER TO ALL CABINS

LARGE FULLY OPENING WINDOWS

GAS COOKING WITH OVEN AND GRILL

PYE TRANSISTOR BUILT-IN RADIO

ELECTRIC. SHAVING POINT

LARGE REFRIGERATOR

FORMICA SURFACES

ELECTRIC LIGHTS

WIPE-CLEAN LYONIDE DUNLOPILLO CUSHIONS

ILLUSTRATED BROCHURE ON REQUEST

56 56 b b % %t

Please mention WINDLASS when replying to advertisements
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HARLOW RALLY

THIS year’s Branch Rally, which is being held at

Harlow on the River Stort during the Whitsun
week-end of 5th, 6th and 7th of June, promises to be a
most enjoyable event, and it is very much hoped
that you will be able to attend, whether it be by
boat, train or car.

Since September, a large amount of preparatory
work has been done, a feature of which has been
the assistance that has been received from Harlow
Council, such help being essential if the Rally is to
go smoothly. We are also co-operating with the
Harlow Round Table and the Harlow Rotarians,
who between them are organising side-shows and
some of the general entertainment at the Rally Site.

The site itself is an extremely good one with an
excellent central area immediately below Burnt Mill
Lock. For those not arriving by boat, there is a
good train service direct from Liverpool Street to
within a four minute walk of the rally site, and for
those coming by road there is a large car park nearby
which Harlow Council is kindly making available for
the Rally.

A detailed programme has been prepared which
will include a Barbeque/Party on the Saturday night.
This will be held at the site below Burnt Mill Lock
which is ideally suited for such an event, and is
sufficiently distant from where the majority of boats
will moor to ensure that young children will not
be disturbed. This event should make a very bright
start to the Rally, and all Members and their friends
will be welcome. Sunday will be the principal day
of the Rally, with the Opening Ceremony, canoe
races, boat trips and competitions taking place, and
with the Rally open to the public a very large crowd
is expected.

The reasons for holding the Rally in Harlow are
threefold, and each one deserves our complete support
—first is the recent suggestion that the Paddington
Arm could be used as a hovercraft track to London
Airport, and for this reason it is particularly vital
that as many boats as possible use this route to the
Rally which, for the large majority of craft, is the
only safe and practical one available, thus making
its retention of tremendous importance. The more
boats that use this waterway the stronger our case
will be should any plans for its closure appear at a
later date.

Second is the publicity that such a Rally can give
to the Civic Trust’s ambitious scheme for the Lee
Valley. This scheme has already met with almost
unanimous approval with its ideas for improving
this largely derelict area and making the Lee an ideal
centre for all types of boating.

Thirdly, the recently announced proposals by
Harlow Council for the further improvement of their
town includes proposals for increasing the amenity
value of the river to which boats will be welcome.

In this largely unenlightened day, such admirable
intentions seem worthy of our active support, and
the sight of approximately 100 craft moored near
the town should do much to further the Council’s
aims and show those living in the area the beauty
and potential of their almost unknown river. It is
also hoped that other less imaginative councils will
thus be made to realise the immense value possessed
by their own river or canal so that similar schemes
may result elsewhere.

These then are the principal reasons why Harlow
has been chosen. Add to them the ease of access by
train and car, the extremely pleasant countryside in
which. Harlow is situated and you will get some idea
why this year’s Rally had some very worthwhile
reasons for its birth, which should result in a christen-
ing that will give a geat deal of pleasure and enjoyment
to many thousands.



towards the building fund. This should be sent to
the Hon. Treasurer, Charles R. Price, 38 St. Peter’s
Road, Chelmsford, Essex.

J. E. MARRIAGE

KENNET AND AVON

The Reading and Newbury Branches of the Kennet
and Avon Canal Trust Ltd. are holding a Riverside
Boat Fair at Newbury Wharf on Whit-Monday
next to promote interest and raise funds towards the
Trust, which is endeavouring to get the canal restored.

There will be canoe races, displays by various
Cadets and other bodies, boat handling competitions,
and the day will finish with a cruise up the Canal.

BOOK REVIEW

“The Thames Book™, “The Broads Book™, 1965
editions, published by George Godwin Ltd., 5/- each.

These indispensible guides appear again, with all
the latest information, excellent maps and illustra-
tions. It is difficult to quibble about minor details
with such otherwise excellent productions, and a
delight to see one of our criticisms of last year
corrected; this is the inclusion of a sketch-map of the
entrance to the Grand Union at Brentford. Pity the
spiral binding has been abandoned; it is much easier
to keep flat on a cabin roof while navigating.

NEWS FLASH

CONGRATULATIONS to the production team

of “The Prenderghast File”, Geoffrey Hart,
Denys Gueroult, Beryl and Peter Kendrick, on
its being judged one of the Ten Best Amateur Films
of 1964 in the national competition promoted
by “Amateur Cine World”. Tt will be shown at
the National Film Theatre on April 22nd, 23rd
and 24th, will circulate to local cine clubs, and
will have a place in the catalogue of the National Flm
Institute. (Incidentally in our previous issue our
reference to ““Our own Geoffrey Hart” must not be
taken as implying the rest of the team are not Branch
Members; they are: the Committee’s own Geoffrey
Hart was what was meant D.

LEE AND STORT HIRE CRUISERS

Hallingbury Mill, Gaston Green
Nr. Bishop's Stortford

Slipway and Moorings in lovely sur-
roundings — 29 miles from London
41-seat Day Cruiser for Charter
Refreshments and Toilet on Board; Licensed
2/3/4 berth Cruisers for your holiday on the
Rivers Stort and Lee

Brochure 6d. from Reg. Office:

55 Scarborough Drive, Leigh-on-Sea, Essex
Telephone: Southend 77660

Cruise the Exciting
Grand Union Canal

on one of our luxury Hire Craft

% Spacious narrow-boat con-
versions, 4—8 berth.

% Modern Cruisers.
% Day and evening trips for

up to 40 passengers.

The WYVERN SHIPPING Co. Ltd.

Leighton Buzzard
Telephone: 2355

IRELAND

Are you interested in a relaxed, care-
free Holiday on uncrowded waters,
amid unrivalled scenery, on by far the
largest waterway in the British Isles
with hospitality abounding everywhere?

4 and 5 Berth
LUXURY CABIN CRUISERS
(all new) for
HIRE on the RIVER SHANNON

Brochures Free from
Breffni Cruisers (Shannon) Ltd.,
Aughvas, Co. Leitrim, Ireland, or
154 Woodlane, Birmingham, 20
Tel: NOR. 2677




Coming Events ... Recent Activities

MAY 22nd. The Association’s Annual General
Meeting will be held at the Royal Society of Arts,
John Adam Street, at 3 p.m.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

APRIL 22nd. The Branch Annual General Meeting
at London Bridge House, London Bridge, 7 for 7.30.
Notice is hereby given that the Eighth Annual General
Meeting of the London and Home Counties Branch
will be convened on April 22nd 1965 at the above
place. Members wishing to nominate themselves for
any vacancy on the Branch Committee should send
in a notice to the Branch Secretary, this notice having
been duly seconded. If a member would like to put a
motion to the Committee he should send it into the
Secretary in writing.

After the meeting there will be a film show. This
will include a colour film of the Lee Valley made by
the Civic Trust. This describes the area as it is now,
and does not show the Trust’s development plan.
Also on the programme will be a film about the Albion,
club boat belonging to the Tube Investment Social
Club, and its voyages.

May 9th. GRAND UNION CANAL TRIP

This year’s trip will be from Tring to Aylesbury.
A suitable train leaves Euston at 10.40, arriving Tring
station at 11.34.

N.b. Arcturus will leave Pendley Wharf (five
minutes walk from the station) at 11.45. We shall go
along the attractive wocded summit level, passing
Bulborne Canal Depot, the old Wendover Arm and
the famous Tring Reservoirs to stop at Marsworth for
lunch; liquid refreshment and sandwiches available,
but packed lunches advisable. We shall lock through
the double lock at the start of the narrow Aylesbury
Arm at 2.30 p.m. and arrive at the Basin at the end
between 6.30 and 7 p.m. From Aylesbury there are
trains to London at 40 minutes past each hour and
coaches and buses to Tring (14 miles walk to Pendley
Wharf) at 21, 41 and 51 minutes past each hour.

Members of the newly-formed Dunstable Cruising
Club hope to meet us at Marsworth, where they have
their moorings, and some of their craft may accompany
us to Aylesbury.

Arcturus will leave Berkhamsted (Red Rose Cruisers,
near Castle Street) at 9.30 a.m. and those wishing to
join her here may do so at no extra charge, but notice
at time of booking required.

Tickets, members 12s. 6d., non-members 15s. 0d.,
children 7s. 6d.; cash and 3d. stamp with application,
please, to Oliver Turner, 57 Fitzroy Road, London,
N.W.1

JUNE 5-7th. BRANCH WHITSUN RALLY, at
Harlow. Full details in the Rally brochure, issued
shortly to all members

JULY 18th (Sunday) CANVEY ISLAND. Boat
trip. All times, except for the departure time are
approximate only). Leave end of Southend Pier at
10.30, and arrive Canvey Island for lunch at the

Lobster Smack 12.20. (Cost of lunch approx. 7/- but
as it is essential to know how many to book for, please
mention if you want lunch when booking for the trip.)
Leave at 1 p.m. to circumnavigate the island, arriving
at Leigh-on-Sea at 4 p.m.

Railway timetables for July are not yet available,
but it is expected that trains from Fenchurch Street will
run at least twice per hour, at 15 and 45 past each hour,
from 7 a.m. The journey takes 50 minutes, and there
is a bus from the station to the pier (five minutes walk).
The 8.45 train would allow plenty of time. From
Leigh there are frequent trains to Liverpool Street.
The boat holds approximately 30, but it may be
possible to have a second one if the demand for tickets
exceeds 30. The boat is open, no cover at all, so come
prepared.

Tickets will be 10/- members and 12/6 non-members.

They will be available from the Branch Chairman,
Michael Aplin, Fairways, Summerfield Road, Lough-
ton, Essex. Please include s.a.e.
AUGUST. NATIONAL RALLY. There is a pos-
sibility, given the support of Branch Members, of
hiring a coach to make the trip to the Rally. Cost would
be approximately £2 each, a very early start would be
made, and an over-night return. Departure from
Central London, approximately 7 a.m., arriving at the
Rally approximately 2 p.m. and the return journey
would start at midnight, getting into London approxi-
mately 7 a.m. This will only take place if there is
enough of a demand, and arrangements must be made
early. Please, if you are interested, write NOW to
Timothy Dodwell, n.b. Adelina, Woodham Lock,
Woodham, Weybridge, Surrey.

WINTER MEETING, JANUARY 13th

M R. A. ALLEN of British Waterways spoke at

the meeting held at London Bridge House on
January 13th. Mr. Allen spoke of the current
engineering survey which is intended to serve as a
reference book to aid efficiency in running the
business and to make an intensive examination of
the state of the waterways in detail as a guide to
formulating future policy. The Board has a com-
mercial department for the first time, and a study of
various traffic possibilities is being made. Formerly
the business was done through a “Traffic Dept.”,
which was more concerned with regulating business
according to the official rule book and tariffs than
attracting new revenue.

In 1963 the income from tolls was £990,000 or
95.49, from the major transport waterways but only
£48,000 or 4.6% from the others (mainly narrow
canals, but including the Leeds and Liverpool). The
contrast in ton-miles is similar, 92.7 % to 7.3 % (rather
longer journeys on average). Although the wide
waterways are beginning to suffer from the effect of
competition from oil pipe lines, they have the great



advantage of carrying larger loads (250 tons on the
Aire and Calder, 500 tons on the Weaver). The
traffic is also mainly waterside to waterside.

Dredging and other maintenance costs on the
narrow canals shows a substantial loss, and ware-
housing, docks and estates are profitable, this revenue
increasing but not dramatically. The docks in
general pull their weight, under some difficulties.
Costs at present seem liable to grow faster than
revenue. In the public interest regard must be had
to ‘“‘unquantifiable” things, which means leisure in
its broadest context, cruising, walking, fishing, etc.
The Board is anxious to see what the future will
bring, in the effect of voluntary work amongst others.

The acid test of future profitability of carrying will
be the readiness of the carriers to invest in new craft.
The Board accepts that greater certainty is needed
but they have no warrant under the Act (which gives
them a total of five years, three to go) to offer guaran-
tees. One pilot study has been commissioned from a
firm of consultants who are assessing the likely return
from a proposed £2m. development scheme for the
Sheffield and S. Yorkshire area.

THE 100th COMMITTEE MEETING
T HE Committee of the London and Home Counties
Branch celebrated its 100th Committee Meeting
by dining together at the Barque and Bite, in the Cum-
berland Basin. Capt. L. R. Munk and Mr. Brian
Ambrose were also present, and the evening was most

enjoyable. Stanley Tims, John Marriage, and Brian
Ambrose were all founder members of the original
committee, which has never been reconstituted.
Capt. Munk was the first Chairman.

“The Thames Welcomes You” . . . By Peter H.
Chaplin. 4/- post paid from the Hon. Secretary,
David Harmon, 3b Drayton Road, Tonbridge, Kent.
An ideal introduction to the Thames written by an
acknowledged authority and |.W.A. Member.

RIPARIAN OWNER SERVICE
Landing Stages, Bank Protections

Mobile equipment available Thames and Inland
Waterways. Fittings for D.LY. construction.
Surveys undertaken. Plans prepared. From
a Willow tree to a complete river frontage,
consult . . .

T. HARRISON CHAPLIN LTD.
Meadhurst Park Nursery
Sunbury-on-Thames
Dst. 1907 Telephone: 3371
Illustrated brochure on request

up to 2.
*

*

*

Enquiries to:

Willow Wren Hire Cruisers Ltd.

(Member of the Willow Wren Group)

TRADITIONAL CANAL NARROW BOATS — Equipped for
Mobile Camping Holidays, available on weekly hire for parties

DAY CRUISES BY WATER OUZEL—Comfortable seating for
50 passengers — Light Refreshments — Licensed Bar.

PRIVATE MOORINGS AVAILABLE on RUGBY ARM,
Oxford Canal, under constant supervision of a resident caretaker.

Rugby Wharf - Brownsover - Rugby

Telephone: BRAUNSTON 342




THAT WAS THE BOAT SHOW - THAT WAS

by STANLEY TIMS

PRIOR to 1955, one of the interesting features of

the Motor Show was a small area of the exhibition
which was given over to boats. Here a few stalwarts
of the boating industry paraded their wares and it
was not unknown for visitors, having selected their
new car, to purchase a new boat to keep it company.
On several occasions the suggestion was made that
boating should have a show of its own, but time and
time again it was agreed that it probably wouldn’t
have sufficient appeal to make the project economi-
cally viable. Then, in 1955, sponsored by the Daily
Express and organised by the Ship and Boat Builders’
Federation, the first National Boat Show was staged
at Olympia. What a friendly little show that was.
Looking back one got the impression that nearly
everybody knew nearly everybody else, exhibitors and
visitors alike. One’s boating friends and acquain-
tances were all assembled under one roof, they were
participants in an activity with a long and noble
tradition, British and proud of it.

Far from being the flop that had been half-predicted
amd half-feared, the Show was a great success and
now, ten shows later, has grown into the International
Boat Show, held at Earls Court, one of the major
events both in the London Calendar and in yachting
circles throughout the world. We have been invited
to inspect Big boats, Small boats, Long boats, Tall
boats, Thin boats, Fat boats, Short boats, Flat boats,
New boats and even submarines and hovercraft. But
throughout the past years one thing has been obvious,
and that is the increasing number of non-boat people
who are tacking ““Marine™ on to their names and
setting themselves up as boat traders. Now there is
basically nothing against this for the more outlets
there are for the sale of boats, the better it is for
boatbuilders. However, in recent years a great
number of these factors have concentrated on the
promotion of craft which are basically sub-standard.
The Boat Show must indirectly take the blame for
some of this by creating a demand in excess of that
which the established yards could supply. New
Yards, or rather manufacturers, have sprung up all
over the country. Some have fallen by the wayside,
some have developed into very reputable concerns,
whilst others have fallen pray to the temptation of
making an easy shilling or two by relying on the fact
that a lot of the customers don’t know much about
boats either! To try and combat this latter group
this year the S.B.B.N.F. instituted a minimum specifi-
cation required for the construction of craft up to
20ft. with which firms wishing to exhibit had to
comply. Personally I think the specification could
well have been extended to boats up to 30ft. Over
this length craft are of necessity going to be fairly
sturdy anyway, and the majority of craft over 30ft.
are built by bona-fide boatyards who don’t have to be
told about basic requirements.

With this new code of practise in mind, it is with real
concern that I have to record that on one stand which
unfortunately I cannot name much as it would please
me to do so, I saw the most atrocious work that I
have ever encountered at any show. The firm con-
cerned was no newcomer either, having appeared
at most previous Boat Shows. One of the boats was
a 22-footer described as a six-berth: if one slung two
hammocks from the roof and stood another in the
toilet she could presumably accommodate nine!
Personally, I don’t care for sleeping with three other
people in a cabin approximately 10ft. x 6ft. 6in.
There were three boats on this stand, all extremely
badly finished. No-one knows better than I the last
minute rush there can be to get a boat finished on
time, but these people must have known well ahead
that they were going to exhibit and much as one may
be able to excuse minor, or even isolated major faults,
it is surely not reasonable to expect the same poor
quality throughout all three boats. Also, the designs
were not without fault, one example being a fixed
wheelhouse top which at the rear end overhung the
narrow side decks, just waiting to break your collar-
bone as you stepped out of the cockpit. These craft
were audaciously labelled “‘strength and beauty™.
1 cannot understand how any self-respecting business
could have the temerity to place such workmanship
on display. This sort of thing defeats the object
of the Boat Show and can get the boat trade generally
a very bad name. A friend of mine summed up this
exhibit very nicely when she said: “I go to ladies’
woodwork classes and I've never seen anything that
bad, even there!”

Well, having completed that distasteful, but neces-
sary, chore, let us turn to the more favourable
exhibits on view this year.

In the past I have had occasion to complain that
the one section of the boating fraternity that was not
particularly well catered for at the show was that
whose interest lay in canal cruising, and although
narrow-beam craft were by no means abundant, at
least there were sufficient of this type of boat on view
this year to make such a complaint unwarranted.

Dobson’s of Shardlow need no introduction to
the majority of those who cruise inland and it was
particularly good to see them exhibiting for the first
time. The boat shown was a standard 28ft. 4-berth
cruiser of traditional appearance, sturdily built with
lin. mahogany planking, and a fine specification
including gas refrigerator, electric hot and cold water
system, etc. The overall finish was good, the accom-
modation comfortable and sensibly arranged, and
the interior decor tasteful. Furthermore, except
right forward and right aft I could stand erect with-
out difficulty —and I am 6ft. 2in.! Prices at £2,500,
this boat is worthy of very serious consideration by
anyone in search of a good canal cruiser, and I under-



Jaint Line Cruisers

RUE DE L'AQUEDUC, POINCY PAR TRILPORT,
SEINE ET MARNE, FRANCE

4 & 6 Berth Luxury Cruisers for Hire
on the French Rivers and Canals

Continuous Hot and Cold Water
Navigation Charts

Flush Toilets

Transistor Radios

Hot Showers

Economical Diesel Engines

WHY NOT COMBINE A CONTINENTAL HOLIDAY WITH A HOLIDAY
AFLOAT? WRITE NOW FOR 56 PAGE COLOUR BROCHURE

L R b b B

Branch Publications

RIVER MEDWAY HANDBOOK

Covers the river from Allington to Tonbridge

RIVER WEY HANDBOOK

Covers the river from Weybridge to Godalming

These handbooks contain historical description of the navigation,
full details of dimensions, tolls and charges, detailed description of
the navigation with lock diagrams and map, angling notes and
information about shopping, petrol and water facilities, hotels and
public houses, launching sites and boathouses and clubs.

THESE BOOKS ARE INDISPENSABLE TO ALL RIVER USERS

ORDER YOUR COPY NOW 3/6 (4/- post free)
from Honorary Branch Secretary, 36 Drayton Road, Tonbridge, Kent.

Please mention WINDLASS when replying to advertisements




stand that a satisfied Mr. Dobson returned to Shard-
low with several orders in his pocket.

Another boat which needs no introduction is the
ubiquitous 22ft. Freeman which, in spite of a certain
lack of elbow room which is unavoidable in a 4-berth
cruiser of this size, is very good value at £1,500,
particularly as the boat comes complete and the
after-sales service is efficient and willing. One of the
biggest disadvantages of this model has been the
beam of 7ft. 6in., which is just too wide for most of
the narrow canal system. However, this criticism
need no longer apply as Freeman’s have now produced
a 6ft. 10in. version which has all the features of, and
should become as popular as, its predecessor. Here
again the price is approximately £1,500.

Brooklands Aviation were showing their ever
popular “Dolphin™ range, an addition to which is
a 4-berth centre cockpit 23 footer which will no doubt
be seen in quantity on the canals this summer. Per-
sonally I am not in favour of aircraft companies and
the like entering the boat business for bearing in
mind the vast resources and financial backing avail-
able for research, advertising, etc., no boatyard could
hope to compete. However, credit where it is due,
the Dolphin range are invariably smartly turned out
and well finished.

Also worthy of consideration for canal work is the
Teal 23ft. by F. H. Child of Rochdale. This appears
to be a reasonably sturdy boat with a fibre-glass hull
and timber cabin and interior. At £685 one could
go much farther and fare worse.

Another newcomer in the narrow beam class was
the 19ft. 6in. “Vanguard” shown by the Birchwood
Boat Co. of Sutton-in-Ash. Although I understand
this boat sold remarkably well I for one was not
impressed. Normally one argues that “It ain’t what
cha do it’s the way that cha do it™, but in this case the
reverse applies —the overall standard of work was
quite adequate bearing in mind that the cost (ex
motor) is only £495 and nowadays one gets just what
one pays for and no more. To get a cruiser down to
this price these days means that only the bare neces-
sities can be included, consequently the accommoda-

Model No. 40B

Capacity Length 14fc.
Capacity Weight 400 Ibs.

£34.0.0

tilt  position).
Length 17fc.
Weight 10 cwrt.

tion is sparse to say the least. My biggest criticism
of the Vanguard, however, is that it sits on the water
rather than in it, gives the appearance of being very
unstable and will be the very devil to manage in any-
thing greater than a Force 2. Furthermore, in
common with so many other fibre-glass craft, the
appearance is that of a complex jelly-mould rather
than a boat. )

Turning from canal craft to the more exotic, one
might almost say frivolous class, mention must be
made of the 61-footer built by Bournecraft of Hamble.
This monster was probably the biggest boat ever
shown at Earl’s Court, although shown is not perhaps
the correct word as only the privileged few were
permitted to go aboard and view and unless one
looked disgustingly wealthy it was assumed that one
wasn’t and therefore no visa was granted. However,
certain things struck me about this boat which must
have been about 20ft. from bottom to deck house
roof. For such a large boat with high freeboard
her draught was extremely light —I would put it at
about 3ft. 6in. Furthermore she appeared to have
no keel whatsoever. Now it is reasonable to assume
that a boat of this type would frequently cross the
channel. However, many of the little French har-
bours dry out at low tide and boats have to sit on
the bottom. Should such a fate befall this leviathan
she would be on a three-point suspension consisting
of the forefoot and the two propellors, to the un-
doubted detriment of the latter. But still, what’s the
cost of a couple of propellor shafts compared with
£42,000?

The central feature this year was rather vague I
thought. On three sides of the pool was a harbour
wall leading to a model lighthouse, and afloat were
an assortment of high-speed and sailing boats, and,
looking strangely out of context, a “‘Floating Home"'.
Fortunately within the harbour wall were the welcome
representatives of Young's Potted Shrimps and
Guinness, whilst the Express Dairy did a roaring
trade in devon splits and milk —and you’d be sur-
prises how refreshing a glass of milk can be after a
few hours traipsing —1 was!

((Snipe”

Available from 200 Ibs. to
36 cwt. capacity, for boats
from 10ft. to 28ft. in length.

Write for our fully illustrated
folders giving details of all
models.

Tilc frame (Shown in non-
Capacity
e AR NEAWVAWANES

£79.10.0

LEW-WAYS LTD.

Watling Streetr, Cannock,
Staffs. ~
Telephone: Brownhills 2383
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CRUISERS

Ample headroom—for tall folk!

Your pets can come—for family peace of mind!
Life jackets—for the little ones!

Electric light—for evenings and tunnels!
Shaver point—for the “‘Skipper”’!

Built-in Radios—for the weather forecast!
Unspoilt countryside—for viewing!
Refrigerators—for ice cold drinks, etc.!

Your holiday is safe—for young and elderly!

Constant hot and cold water—for washing up!
Reading lights—for finishing that last chapter!
Unique extra, Television—for a wet evening!
Individual attention—for all needs!

Showers (H. & C.)—for personal freshness!
Easy handling—for everyone!

Reliable gas cooker—for the galley slave!
Service—for all of you, from all of us at—

THE AYLESBURY CRUISER COMPANY, LIMITED

3 THE CANAL BASIN, AYLESBURY, BUCKS. Tel. Aylesbury 260

FREE BROCHURE

Please mention WINDLASS when replying to advertisements



As usual, there was a vast selection of sailing
dinghies on view and one gets the impression that
there must be almost as many classes as there are
sailing Clubs. Bearing in mind the similarity between
so many of them, one wonders if quite so many classes
are necessary, or even desirable. There is little point
in going into the sailing dinghies in detail as one’s
choice must be rather controlled by the club from
which one wishes to sail. However, if “Ernie” has
come up with a little ready cash and you are thinking
of buying the kids a good general purpose boat,
E. G. Landamore & Co. Ltd., of Wroxham, do a very
efficient 11ft. 6in. lugsail dinghy based on a design
which they produced for the Norfolk Education
Committee.

The bibliography of boating is very extensive,
although here again the accent is largely on sailing
and off-shore work, the one notable exception, of
course, being that bastion of the best in boating,
Motor Boat and Yachting. However, this year’s
show saw the introduction of two periodicals which
should compliment rather than rival that august
journal. Firstly, Yachting and Boating Weekly,
which, backed by the mighty Thompson organisation,
can hardly help but succeed, although it has often
been said that there is not enough boating news to
sustain a “weekly”. (What do you mean, no news?
there’s always news — go and row across the channel
in a fog, take a hovercraft up Henley regatta course,
ride a bike up the Basingstoke - but get out there and
MAKE some!).

Secondly, “Canal and River Monthly”, which is a
private venture catering almost exclusively for the
inland navigator. This publication is fortunate in
having amongst its contributors the Association’s own
Hugh McKnight, who possesses those qualities all
too rare in journalists — enthusiasm for, and an
intimate knowledge of, his subject.

Both publications use newspaper format and should
find a ready sale throughout the boating world.

Summing up, I would say that the show doesn’t
need to become any bigger, but a still greater variety
of craft would be welcome. There tends to be a
“sameness” about a lot of the exhibits, particularly
among the dealers who are merely factors for the

same ‘‘proprietary brands”. The boating trade has
known some very lean times but has somehow
weathered the storms. Now there is a boom there is
an inevitable tendency for the big combines and
financial groups to jump on the band-wagon, pre-
pared of course to jump off again as soon as the
picture looks less rosy. If and when this happens
(although there are no signs of it coming to pass for
quite a long time) remember that the solid backbone
of the industry will still carry on—as indeed it always
has done. Although much has been said about the
inefficiency and backwardness of many traditional
boatyards one must also bear in mind that the average
boat owner is an individualist and the large concerns
have neither the time, inclination, or practically
knowledgable staff to deal with every idiosyncracy
and I for one like to think that the real boating public,
and trade for that matter, prefer to see boating stay
as it is — not so much a business, more a way of life!

IMRAY, LAURIE, NORIE AND
WILSON

have just published a

MAP OF THE RIVER WEY
Weybridge to Godalming
Scale 4in. to | mile

Obtainable from Yacht Suppliers and
bookshops everywhere

Fenland Cruise — Why not take a Fenland cruise
this year? 2/3 berth modern Yarecraft cruiser for
hire. Write to H. G. Cane, Victoria Line Cruisers,
17 Cliff Terrace, Hunstanton, Norfolk, Hunstanton
144.

Cruises aboard ARcTu R US

GRAND UNION from BERKHAMSTED
WEY NAVIGATION from GUILDFORD

Free information leaflet - s.a.e. please.
Bryan Nicoll

GUILDFORD WHARF, FRIARY STREET, GUILDFORD
Phone 63989

17th April to 30th May.
4th Sept. to 10th Oct.
5th June to 30th Aug.




DON'T DEGIDE
UNTIL YOU HAVE SEEN

LEANDER
= REGENT -

ASK NOW FoR |LLUSTRATED BROCHURE

£895

LENGTH 23’ BEAM 6’ 10"

Complete with engine and ready to cruise. Including
upholstery, sink, separate toilet entered from cockpit,
floor covering, etc., etc., right down to boathook,
Rond anchors, mooring lines and fire extinguisher.
As we said above, ready to cruise, and no extras.
Individually built by small firm, whose sole business
is the construction of good quality boats and the
satisfaction of having a well pleased customer.

WRITE NOW FOR ILLUSTRATED BROCHURE

Lea Valley Marine Ltd., Mill Lane, Broxbourne, Herts. ’Phone: Hoddesdon 3109

Please mention WINDLASS when replying to advertisements




NEW MEMBERS

I. BENNETT, 20 Grosvenor Court, Brewster Road, Leyton, E.10.

W. L. D. CockrorT, 60 Goldsmid Road, Tonbridge, Kent.

Mrs. E. LINDSAY-WATsON, 51 Wolseley Gardens, Chiswick, W.4.

J. H. F. MasoN, “Forest Close”, New Road, Gomshall, Guild-
ford, Surrey.

R. D. OakLey-HiLL, Tidy's Cottage, School Lane, West Kings-
down, Sevenoaks, Kent.

D. S. WELsH, 23 Mandeville House, Rolls Road, S.E.1.

A. R. Forses, 11 Beaumont Close, Gidea Park, Romford, Essex.

L. J. GrEeEN, 45 Dawes Road, S.W.6.

Mr. and Mrs. F. N. HoNEY, 1 Greenlands, Flackwell Heath, Bucks

A. Kmrpy, 10 Oaklands, Walton-on-Thames, Surrey.

R. F. TABOR, 37 Princes Avenue, Finchley, N.3.

D. J. ENGLAND, 34 Birchington Road, Crouch End, N.8.

Dr. C. G. SmitH, 7 Mayfield Avenue, Woodford Green, Essex.

D. A. Attwoop, 3 Alford Road, Clapham, S.W.8.

H. E. BArNES, Oldway, Deepdene Wood, Dorking, Surrey.

K. CARPENTER, 37 Rosehill Avenue, Horsell, Woking, Surrey.

Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. CoaTtes, 57 Wellesley Road, Croydon,
Surrey.

Major George DAvVIS-WINCHESTER, 3 East View, Hadley Green,
High Barnet, Herts.

Mr. and Mrs. R. D. INKPEN, 37 Cottingham Road, S.E.20.

H. JounsoN, 4 Cottage Place, Chelmsford, Essex.

A. L. Novcg, 3 Linden Way, Westfield, Woking, Surrey.

A. PeTER, 97 Parkside Drive, Watford, Herts.

Miss SHEFFIELD, 25 Highcroft, The Chace, Stevenage, Herts.

W. F. SmitH, 70 Burnside Crescent, Alperton, Wembley, Middx.

Miss J. D. SpeArs, 278 Lillie Road, Fulham, S.W.6.

1. P. TReND, 22 Green Dragon Lane, N.21.

A. R. TrotT, | Enmore Road, Putney, S.W.15.

1. C. WILsON, 44 Bittacy Rise, Mill Hill, N.W.7.

J. S. B. WooLLEY, Boat Hettie, Wide Waters, Harefield, Middx.

K. C. R. MERCER, 78 Bargery Road, Catford, S.E.6.

Major James R. PATON, Gate House, Frittenden, Cranbrook, Kent

F. S. RawLINGs, 11 Havelock Road, Dartford, Kent.

Mrs. A. WHEATLEY, 169 Heronswood Road, Welwyn Garden
City, Herts.

J. M. WiLLiAMS, 5 The Glade, Welwyn Garden City, Herts.

J. R. Woopbs, 62 Mountfield Road, Finchley, N.3.

Mrs. B. CARVALHO, 20 Markham Square, S.W.3.

S. M. LeacH, 129 Kenilworth Court, Lower Richmond Road,
Putney, S.W.15.

Maj% J. C. A. MONNEY, 446 Great West Road, Hounslow,

iddx.

Miss J. McELNEA, 2a Ashburn Mews, South Kensington, S.W.7.

Nicholas P. PLOWMAN, 4 Melbourne Court, Welwyn Garden
City, Herts.

G. Benians, 6 Hall Park Avenue, Westcliffe-on-Sea, Essex.

D. J. Davies, 57 Theobalds Road, Holborn, W.C.1.

K. L. ForspYKE, 12 Reynolds Road, New Malden, Surrey.

J. F. LATHAM, T.D., 1.P., c/o James Latham, Ltd., Leeside Wharf,
Clapton, E.5.

R. J. CARDEN, Silsden Cottage, Amersham Road, Chalfont St.
Giles, Bucks.

L. K. ForspYKE, 12 Reynolds Road, New Malden, Surrey.

Miss D. M. GEORGE, 57 Hartley Down, Purley, Surrey.

C. BS%?OBSON, 29 Wetherby Mansions, Earls Court Square,

Miss D. GorpoN and Mrs. K. THomas, 35 Watersfield Way,
Canons Park, Edgware.

C. KEEN, 45 Mitcham Lane, Streatham, S.W.16.

J. R. Evans, 79 Great Titchfield Street, W.1.

V. J. FAGENCE, 169 Gadebridge Road, Hemel Hempstead, Herts.

J. R. CRACKNELL and Miss F. M. CRACKNELL, 76 Garrison Lane,
Chessington, Surrey.

J. S. PauL, 22 Royston Road, Penge, London, S.E.20.

M. W. ApamsoN, 30 Stag Lane, Buckhurst Hill, Essex.

E. BARON, 125 Lumley Flats, Passmore Street, S.W.1.

. G. BIGNELL, 26 Highbury Grange, N.5.

. BLOWER, 31 Park Road, Bowes Park, N.11.

."R. Bovens, 8 Deptford Church Street, S.E.8.

. W. BURSTON, 1 Burroway Road, Langley, Bucks.

]

TOWING. REPAIRS.

ALLINGTON MARINA LTD.

ISR ALLINTON, MAIDSTONE, KENT
Tel. Maidstone 2057

ALL FACILITIES FOR BOATS

LAUNCHING RAMP FOR TRAILED CRAFT.

RIVERSIDE WATER AND FUEL PUMPS.
CAR AND TRAILER PARK. MOORINGS.
ELECTRICITY. CALOR GAS. CHANDLERY
INSURANCE.

AGENTS FOR:
Falcraft, Littleship Paints, Esso, Evinrude, Newage/B.M.C., etc.

SALVAGE. BROKERAGE

Associated with Medway Cabin Cruisers, Luxury Hire Craft




Beautiful views of the Thames Valley
and surrounding countryside

The quarterly magazine containing a wealth of Thames Valley Countryside

information about the river and surrounding valleys. (Quarterly). Price 2/-

Ideal for those who enjoy reading of ancient buildings

and their historical connections. Lavishly illustrated Hertfordshire Countryside
with beautiful architectural, countryside and river scenes. (Every Two Months) Price 2/-
If you enjoy Thames Valley Countryside you will also
enjoy its companion magazines, The Essex Countryside The Essex Countryside
and Hertfordshire Countryside. (Monthly). Price 2/6

All obtainable at your local booksellers or direct from:

THAMES VALLEY COUNTRYSIDE

LETCHWORTH PRINTERS LTD., Norton Way North, Letchworth, Herts.  Tel. 2501

Please mention WINDLASS when replying to advertisements
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BOAT SALES

*

BOAT FACILITIES

Repairs and conversions. Winter storage under cover. A large
slipway enables boats from trailered craft to full size cruisers to
be slipped.

BREAKDOWN SERVICE for private owners. 24 hours a day

*

BOATS FOR HIRE

THIRTY-FIVE self-drive luxury cabin cruisers, 2/8 berth, fully
equipped with the most comprehensive inventories, cookers,
refrigerators, water heaters, electric water systems, flush toilets
and showers.

You may start from any of six bases and cover the Canals and

*

Please write to: Bletchley Boat Co. Ltd. (Dept. H.C.B.), Stoke
Road, Bletchley. State which of the above services you require

and the appropriate brochures will be sent to you;
or ring Bletchley 2193. ’

BLETCHLEY BOAT CO. LTD.

We stock a full selection of the all encompassing range of
Dolphin Cruisers and Evinrude outboard motors. Second-

CUSTOM built cruisers up to 41ft. superbly built to the purchaser’s
specification.
to decide on his own interior design. A mooring is guaranteed when
a new cruiser is purchased. All boats and engines are available on

e e

hand cruisers and engines.

Trial runs arranged in order to allow the customer

extended payments.

Moorings, petrol and diesel fuel; oils and Calor gas.

emergency service.

Rivers of Engiand. One-way cruises.

N e e i N — ™
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