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“MAID” LINE
CRUISERS LTD.

FERRY YACHT STATION

THAMES DITTON, SURREY
Tel.: Emberbrook 1078 (3 lines)

Alternative Turn-round Points at Reading and Brinklow near Coventry)
We have been appointed Sole Booking Agents for other Cruisers Operating
on the Thames and the Canals from Kingston, Tardebigge and Bunbury, and

also on the lovely River Shannon in Ireland.
Our ownfleet of 60 craft cruise on the Upper Thames, Oxford, Grand Union,Wey Navigation, Coventry, Trent & Mersey and other Canals

MODERN SELF-STARTING DIESEL & PETROL ENGINES
ELECTRIC LIGHT, SAFETY GAS INSTALLATIONS

Foam rubber mattress. Refrigerators. Gas cookers with ovens. “Keplcold” cold boxes
Running hot water systems.

FULL DETAILS IN OUR 1962 92-PAGE COLOUR ILLUSTRATED BROCHUREObtainable for 1/- post free from our head office.

The Wyvern Shipping
Co. Ltd.

LEIGHTON BUZZARD, BEDS.
(on the Grand Union Canal)
Phone: Leighton Buzzard 2355

The Hire Cruisers Fleet consist of:—

* Spacious narrow-boat conversions
4-10 Berth.
Modern cruisers 2-6 Berth
Campingboatsfor up to 12 persons

DAY AND EVENING TRIPS
MOORINGS — SERVICES

Brochure free

J. Tims & Sons Ltd.
STAINES MIDDLESEX

“Phone:

STAINES 52093

CABIN CRUISERS AND SELF-DRIVE
LAUNCHES FOR HIRE

Moorings, Storage, River Bank Petrol
and à

Oil Service and Calor Gas, etc. A

Entrance from Chertsey Lane

Please mention The Windlass whenreplying to advertisements
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7KH %LOO SURPRWHG E\ WKH 0LQLVWHU DW SUHVHQW EHLQJ FRQVLGHUHG LQ &RPPLWWHH LV� WKHUH LV LQOH GRXEW� XQH
RI WKH PRVW XQGHUKDQG GRFXPHQWV HYHU WR KDYH EHHQ SUHVHQWHG WR 3DUOLDPHQW� 6R FOHYHUO\ ZRUGHG WKDW HYHQ
WKH ,�:�$�² KDUGO\ D JXOOLEOH ERG\ VQ IDW DV :DWHUZD\V OHJLVODWLRQ LV FRQFHUQHG ³ KDLOHG LW DV ɜ UHDVRQHG
DQG UHDVRQDEOH GRFXPHQW� RQO\ FDUHIXO VFUXWLQ\ E\ D FRXQVHO ZHOO YHUVHG LQ WKHVH PDWWHUV PDGH LWV LQWHQWLRQ
DSSDUHQW�

%\ WKLV RQH GRFXPHQW� PDQ\ RI WKH ULJKWV ZKLFK KDYH F[LV/HG XSRQ RXU FDQDOV VLQFH WKH\ ZHUH EXLOW DUH WR
KH DEROLVKHG୍ ULJKWV ZKLFK� LQ PDQ\ FDVHV� KDYH KFDQWKH RQO\ VDIHJXDUGBDJDWQVW WKH ZDUHUZD\
V DEDQGRQPHQW�
DQW RZQHUV� ZKHWKHU SOHDVXUH RW FRPPHUFLDO� ZRXOG DSSHDU WR KH GHSULYHG RI FHUWDLQ ORQJ HVWDEOLVKHG ULJKWV
DW SRUWV�
7KHVH UHVSRQVLEOH IRU WKH %LOO DSSHDU WR KDYH EDVHG LW XSRQ D IXQGDPHQWDO PLVFRQFHSWLRQ� QDPHO\� WKDW

ZDWHUZD\V DUH VLPLODU� DV FRPPHUFLDO XQGHUWDNLQJV� WR UDLOZD\V� DQG WKDW WKHUHIRUH ZKDW LV DSSURSULDWH WR WKH
RQH IRUP RI WUDQVSRUW LV DSSURSULDWH WR WKH RWKHU� %« ZDWHUZD\V DUH KLJKZD\V� DQG WWQOLLWH UDLOZD\V� WKHUH DUH
RWKHU XVHUV WKDQ WKH SURSULHWRUV RI WKH aXDFNC� 7KHUHIRUH� LW LV ZURQJ ORU WKH SURSULHWRUV WR EH JLYHQ XQOLPLWHG
SRZHUV WR GHSULYH RWKHUV RI WKHLU PRDQV RO OLYHOLKRRG� OOD UDLOZD\ FORVHV� DOWKRXJK WKH SXEOLF LV LQFRQYHQLHQFHG�
LW FDQ EH DUJXHG WKDW WKH UHDO ORVV LV VXVWDLQHG E\ WKH UDLOZD\ DXWKRULW\ LWVHOI DQG LI LW ZLVKHV WR VXVWDLQ VXFK
D ORVV� ZKR FDQ JDLQV B W" ,Q WKH FDVH RI ZDWHUZD\V� WKHUH DUH RWKHU XVHUV ZKRVH LQWHUHVWV PXVW EH WDNHQ LQWR
DFFRXQW� :KHQ FDQDOV ZHUH ¿UVW EXLOW� VXFK LQWHUHVWV ZHUH PRVW FDUHIXOO\ FRQVLGHUHG� LQGHHG� VRPH FDQDO
FRPSDQLHV ZHUH QRW HYHQ SHUPLWWHG WR DFW DV FDUULHUV RQ WKHLU RZQ ZDWHUZD\� /HJLVODWLRQ WR GDWD KDV� PRUH
RU OHVV� VDIHJXDUGHG VXFK ULJKWV� EXW WKH SUHVHQW +« DLPV WR UHPRYH WKHP�
&RQVLGHULQJ VRPH VSHHKLF FODXVHV� FODXVH PH� SHUPLWV WKH DXWKRULW\ WR GLVSRVH RI LWV XQGHUWDNLQJ DV LW VHFV

OLW� 1R VDIHJXDUGV IRU ZDWHUZD\V XVHUV DUH LQFOXGFG� &ODXVH �� LV HTXDOO\ ࣟEࠚࠚ�[LࠨࠋV� QR ORQJHU DUH WKH FKDUJHV
RU FRQGLWLRQV LPSRVHG XSRQ ZDWHUZD\V WR EH µUHXVRQDEOF¶� WKH\ DUH WR EH DV WKH DXWKRULW\ VHFV ¿W� LW LW VHHV
¿W WR LPSRVH D WROO FKDUJH RI ¢ �� SHU PLOH� WKHUH LV QRWKLQJ WKDW FDQ KH GRQH DERXW LW� $QG ZKDW DERXW µUFDVRQ²
DEOH¶ FRQGLWLRQV" 7KHUH KDYH EHHQ VHYHUDO DWWHPSWV WR GHSULYH \²DRKWVPHQ RI WKHLU ULJKW WR QDYLJDWH FHUWDLQ
FDQDOV RQ H[FHHGLQJO\ GXELRXV �DQG XQUHDVRQDEOH� JURXQGV� ZKHUF VXFK DWWHUQ WV KDYH PHW ZLWK IDLOXUH� /KH
FRPPLVVLRQ KDV WULHG WR IXUWKHU GHWHU WKH LQWUFSLG E\ GLVFODLPLQJ UHVSRQVLE LW\ IRU GDPDJH� GHDWK RU DQ\
RWKHU HYHQWXDOLWLHV RFFXUULQJ RQ WKH YR\DJH� %\ WKH $FW� VXFK SUHWHQVLRQV �DW SUHVHQW DEVXUG� ZRXOG EHFRPH
OHJDO� 7KDW WKLV LV GLUHFWHG DJDLQVW WKH ZDWHUZD\V LV DOO WRR FOHDU� GDQVH ����! VSHFL¿FDOO\ SURKLELWV 5DLOZD\
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CHAIRMANS NOTES

A DECEITFUL BILL

‘The Bill promoted by the Minister at present being considered in Committeeis, there is little doubt, one
of the most underhand documents ever to have been presented to Parliament. So cleverly worded that even
the T.W.A.— hardly a gullible bodyso far as waterways legislationis concerned — hailed it as a reasoned
and reasonable document; only careful scrutiny by a counsel well versed in these matters madeitsintention
apparent,

By this one document, manyof therights which have existed upon our canals since they were built are to
be abolished — rights which, in many cases, have been the only safeguardagainst the watcrway’s abandonment,
Boat owners, whether pleasure or commercial, would appear to be deprived of certain long established rights
at ports.

Those responsible for the Bill appearto have based it upon a fundamental misconception, namely, that
waterways are similar, as commercial undertakings, to railways, and that therefore what is appropriate to the
one form of transport is appropriate to the other, But waterways are highways, and unlike railways, there are
other users than the proprietors of the ‘track’. Therefore,it is wrong forthe proprietors to be given unlimited
powers to deprive others of their means of livelihood. Ifa railway closes, although the public is inconvenienced,

can be argued that the real loss is sustained by the railwayauthority ftself and if it wishes to sustain such
à loss, who can gainsay it? Inthe case of waterways, there are other users whose interests must be taken into
Account. When canals were first built, such interests were most carefully considered, indeed, some canal
companies were not even permitted to act as carriers on their own waterway. Legislation to date has, more
otless, safeguarded suchrights; butthe present Bill aims to remove them.

Considering somespecific clauses, clause 14(¢) permits the authority to dispose of its undertaking as it sees
fi. No safeguards for waterways users are included. Clause 43 is equally obnoxious: no longer are the charges
or conditions imposed upon Waterways to be ‘reasonable’; they are to be as the authority sees fit! If it sees
fit to impose a toll charge of £10 per mile, there is nothing that can be done about it. And what about “reason-
able conditions ? There have been several attempts to deprive yachtsmen of their right to navigate certain
Canals on exceedingly dubious (and unreasonable) grounds: where such attempts have met with failure, the
Commission has tried to further deter the intrepid by disclaiming responsibility for damage, death or any
other eventualities occurring on the voyage, By the Act, such pretensions (at present absurd) would become
legal, That this is directed against the waterways is ail too clear: clause 43(5) specifically prohibits Railway

: Contd. onpage 10
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2XU PHPEHU 0U� -RKQ 'LOLF\ ZRXOG OLNH WR KHDUIURP PHPEHUV LQ WKH +LJK :\FRQLEH DUHD ZKR ZRXOGKH SUHSDUHG WR S WUDQVSRUW PHPEHUV RI WKH VFRXWVDQG \RXWK FOXEV WR /DSZRUWK IP� 6WUDWIRUG &DQDO:RUNLQJ SDUWL � $Q\RQH VR ZLOOLQJ VKRXOG FRQWDFW0U� 'LÀH\ GLUHHW� DW �� $VKOH\ 'ULYH� 3HQQ� +LJK:\FRPEH� %XFNV� (YHQ LI PHPKHUV GRQ
W ZDQW WRZRUN WKHPVHOYHV WKH\ PLJKW EH DEOH WR RIIHU WUDQVSRUWWKHUH� DQG VSHQG WKH GD\ VLJKWVHHLQJ RU YLVLWLQJIULHQGV�

COMING EVENTS
APRIL 8th. Woking Rally working party, Meet atMonument Bridge, Woking 10.30 ami,
APRIL 20th.-23rd. Woking Rally.All members of the Branch will by now havereceived a copy of the Rally Programme, and willknow the events and activites whichwill take place.This is the fist Branch Rally to be held,and much hard work has been done in organisingit. It is nowup to everyone to come and help makeit a rousing sucess.

Volunteers arc urgently required for the following.a) To help the Secretary fo run the Informationstand throughoutthe whole period; b) To run theBarbecue, on Easter Saturd: Tohelp assistantsin the refreshment marquee; d) To help run theBalloon Race andjor the Water Sports; memberswilling toassist with anyof the above events pleasecontact the Hon. Secretary; f) Volunteer Lock-Keepers; The New Basingstoke Canal Co., Lid.,staff will man the first two locks of the WoodhamFlight. The General Manager Mrs. |. Marshall hasagreed that experienced LW.A. members shouldman the remaining four under the supervision ofone ofthe canal staff, probably the foreman Lock-Keeper, George Savage. At each lock it is desirablethat there should be one member with experienceof operatingtricky locks, and one assistant, The crewof boars passing through may also be needed toassist. Thereis nothing basically wrong with theselocks, the essential thing lies in breasting up thegates correctly. Two lock-keepers have alreadyVoluntecred, leaving two senior and four assistantJock-keepers still needed. They will be needed onthe Friday, Saturday and Monday of the Rally.Further information will be available when detailsof when boats will be arriving at Woodham Junctionbecome known. Will members willing to helpplease get in touch as soon as possible with TimDodwell who will be Lock Convoy Marshal. AddressDover House, Chertsey, Surrey.Working Parties will now be held every Sundayuntil the Rally date, and more volunteers are needed,"The weather has been most inclement up to now.but with the coming of April Spring is well on theway, and the toilers in the mud can hope for a littlewarmthin the sun. What is needed nowis for membersto turn out by the dozen and make a great effort forthe lasr week-ends left before Easter. The meetingplace is Monument Bridge, Woking, 10.30 a.m.
MAY 3rd. A.G.M. (ses page 10).

MAY 20th. (Sunday) RIVER MEDWAY TRIP“This year's Medway trip has a new feature whichit is hoped will appeal to members. The trip will runfrom Maidstone to Chatham. From Maidstone theboat will first run up to East Farleigh and then downto Allington Lock. There will be a short stop therefor members to inspect the lock and sluices and torefresh themselves at the Malta Inn. Then on toAviesford where we shall stop at The Friars, whichit has been arranged for members to visit. TheFriars is a medieval monastry to which the monksreturned in 1949. The ancient and lovely monasticbuildings line the river bank. We shall land at theWatergate, tourthe buildings and then carry ondownstream to Chatham. There have been severalchanges to this part of the river since we last visitedit: notably the Medway Towns Motorway Bridge,one of the longest bridges in Europe. The trip willend at the Sun Pier, Chatham andtea is arranged atthe Sun Hotel.“The trip will leave Old Palace Gardens, Maidstoneat 11 am. and arrive ac the Sun Pier, Chatham atapproximately 4 p.m. Packed lunch to be broughtand protection from the weather. Tickets, members12/6, non-members 15/-. tea 3[-. Apply early toMr, D. Salmon, Springhill Cottage, Yardley ParkRoad, Tonbridge, Kent. Medway trips are popularand spaceis limited.“There is a busservice from Chatham to MaidstoneCars can be parked ar Maidstone beside the bridge.Trains as follows: Victoria 9.15 arrive Maidstone10.19, Rochester 4.42 (hourly) arrive Victoria 5.35.JUNE 24th, Boat trip on the Grand Union,finishingat Tring and including a visit to British Waterwaysdepot at Bulbourne. Full details in June issue.AUGUST 13th.-16th. Ninth National Rally ofBoats at Stourbridge, under the auspices of theAssociation and the Staffordshire & WorcestershireCanal Society.

TRANSPORT WANTED
Our member Mr. John Diffey would like to hearfrom members in the High Wycombe area who wouldbe prepared to help transport members of the scoutsand youth clubs to Lapworth for Stratford CanalWorking parties. Anyone so willing should contactMr. Diftey direct, at 54 Ashley Drive, Penn, HighWycombe, Bucks, Even if members don’t want towork themselves they might be able to offer transportthere, and spend the day sightseeing or visitingfriends.
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Around The
Waterways

THE RIVER MEDWAY

Forsome yearsthe River Medway Sub-Committeehave been campaigninz for a public mooring atTonbridge, the head of navigation on the Medway.At present there is nowhere in the middle of thetown wherevisiting boats can ticup.
This will now be changed, as ticompleting negotiations with the Kefor the lease, at a nominal rent, ofwith 130 feet river frontage at Med:in the Centre of the town. Some wo

to make this land into a usable mooteers arc requiredfor a working party. The main jobis the removal of a number of underwater posts,remains of an old wharf, along the bank. To enablethis to be done we have arrangedfor t
in this pound to be lowered7th and Sth April. A number of goodmembers are needed, suitably rigged in giand old clothes, on those days to get the job donc.Other jobs include erection of fencing, mooringposts ete, If possible volunteers ar asked to informMr. Salmon, address below, or "phone 3751 thatthey will be coming. YOUR HELP IS NEEDED.

Branch are
River Board

piece of land

Once again the River Medway Sub-Committeehave negotiated with the Kent Board a continuanceof the Medway Lock Scheme to allow members ofthe EW.A.to work the locks on the river themselves.
This year the period commences on Ist, Apriland ends in mid-October. The scheme is open toallmembers who wish to Work the locks themselveswhetherin their own or hired boats, and is an en-ormousbenefit. Without it advance notice of passagemust be given when navigating between Yaldingand Tonbridge. The charge coversthe use of a handleand free use of all locks for the period concerned.Details are as follows:—Full period, Ist Aprilto OctoberBoats 20 ft. €: over £5. 0. 0.Boats under 20 ft. LA. 0. 0.Period of 28 consecutive days (any length) £2. 0. 0.Deposit on handle (returnable) £1.10. 0.Applications to Mr. D.C.N. Salmon, SpringhillCottage, Yardley Park Road, Tonbridge, Kent.
In the last issue of the Windlass it was reportedthat new gates have been fitted to Eldrige’s Lock.This should have read Porter's Lock.

DEREK SALMON

CHELMER & BLACKWATER NAVIGATION

The death occ
who until his reti
Canal Foreman on

red in January of William Siggersyears ago had beeny for many years.
T shall alw: es

last ofthe 7:
tinctive dialect, whi

ig:
Foreman befor
than to tell rales of
and Blackwater was

⑧ o “the Chelmer
soient traffic artery and

ved most of his life ar Paper Mill Lock House.“Thislockwas originally a stopping paint, being halfway between Chelmsford and Heybridge Basin, and
nearby there was a bunkhouse recalling the dayswhen nine barges — more than there now are on
the entire canal

—
would moor there overnight. Hewas buried at Little Baddow Churchyard, in ruralsurroundings overlooking the wide Chelmer Valley.

I.E. MARRIAGE

RIVER STOUR

The Action Committee have now decided that
the Cruise of small boats on the waterway should
be held on Sunday September9th. This, it is hoped,
will start at Langham and end at Brantham Lock.

Details and entry forms will be obtainable from
Mr. I. Cane, La Retraite, Colchester Road, Alresford,
Near Colchester, Essex.

J.E. MARRIAGE

THAMES VALLEY COUNTRYSIDE

This is thetitle of a quarterly magazine (Letch-
worth Printers Led., 1/6) devoted to Bucks? Berks.
Oxon. and the Thames Valley, the fourth issue of
which is just out, There is plentyto interest the lover
of waterways; the cover isof cottages on the Grand
Union ar Marsworth, and our member Peter Chaplin
writes on the outboard story. The illustrations, which
are of an outstandinely fine quality, include many
shots of the Thames bridges. But what a pity the old
mill at Aldermarston, on the Kennet, is printed in
pale bluethus rendering its details indecipherable.
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:KHQ DW OHQJWK ZH ZHUH XQGHU ZD\� DQG WKH PDQKDG UHOLHYHG KLV ZLIH DW WKH KHOP VKH LQYLWHG XV WRLQVSHFW WKH LQWHULRU RI WKHLU FDELQ� DSRORJLVLQJ IRU LWVXQIXUQLVKHG VWDWH DV FRPSDUHG ZLWK RWKHU FDELQV� RQWKH JURXQG WKDW VKH GLG QRW KDELWXDOO\ DFFRPSDQ\KHU KXVEDQG RQ KLV YR\DJHV� SUHIHUULQJ WR VWD\ DWKRPH� ZKHQ SRVVLEOH� WR NHHS WKH KRXVH LQ RUGHU�:LWK QR OLWWOH SULGH KRZHYHU� VKH SRLQWHG RXW WKHXVXDO DUUDQJHPHQW RI FXSERDUGV� ORFNHUV� VKHOYHV�KRRNV� HWF�� E\ ZKLFK WKH OLPLWHG VSDFH RI QLQH IHHWE\ VL[ ZDV PDGH WR FRQWDLQ WKH XWHQVLOV DQG QHFHVVD²ULHV IRU WKH XVH RI D ZKROH IDPLO\� :H ORRNHG URXQGVKDUSO\ WRU WKH VOHHSLQJ DFFRPPRGDWLRQ EWWW IDLOLQJWR GLVFRYHU DQ\WKLQJ UHVHPEOLQJ D EHGVWHDG୍ RWKHUWKDQ WKH WRSV RI WKH ORFNHUV SODFHG URXQG WZR VLGHVRI WKH FDELQ� DQG ZKLFK ZH FDOFXODWHG FRXOG QRW 㭉FRPPRGDWH PRUH WKDQ WKUHH SHUV� 㘀Z« FRQ�VLGHUDKO\ SX]]OHG WR XQGHUVWDQG KRZ VXFK IDPLOLHVDV ZH KDG VHHQ RQ WKH RWKHU ERDWV� ZHUH GLVSRVHGRI DW QLJKW� 8QDEOH WR VROYH WKH SX]]OH RXUVHOYHV� ZHVXJJHVWHG WKDW VXUHO\� ZKHUH WKHUH ZDV D IDPLO\ RI¿YH RU VLLW FKLOGUHQ� WKH\ GWG QRW DOO VOHHS LQ WKH FDELQ�³,QGHHG WKH\ Gࠋ�� UHSOLHG RXU KRVWHVV� ³$QG WK�LV KRZ WKH\ PDQDJH�7KH IDWKHU DQG PRWKHU ZLWK WKH\RXQJHVW EDE\ VOHHS DW WKH HQG WKHUH� ZLWK PD\EH
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SHUVRQ FRXOG SRVVLO Y VOHHS LQ VR FUDPSHG D VSDFH�
RXW LQIRUPDQW FRQWLQXHG� ³%OHVV \RX WKDW
V QRWKLQJ�
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ERGLHG SHRSOH RQ ERDUG HYHU\ ERDW� EHVLGHV D ODG RU
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ERDUG WRR� IRU DV � WROG \RX� WKHUH¶V PDQ\ WKDW KDYH
QR RWKHU KRPH WKDQ WKH ERDW� DQG QR IULHQGV EXW
ZKDW DUH ERDWPHQ WRR� 6 ZKDW DUH WKH\ WR GR" ZLWK
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WKH QH[W��
³+RZ GR WKH\ JHW RQ ZKHQ WK H VLFN "´
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DW� DW QLJKW� DQG WKHUH
V JHQHUDOO\ D GRFWRU WR EH
IRXQG� KRZHYHU ODWH LW PD\ EH � DQG WKH\ JHW PHGLFLQH
WKDW ZD\� :KDW DERXW HGXFDWLRQ! %RWK P\ ODGV FDQ
UHDG DQG ZULWH � EXW WKFUH V QLQH RXW RI WHQ DV \RX VFHRQ WKH ERDWV H Q� WHOO µ$¶ IURP D EXOO¶V IRRW� DQG RQWKDW DFFRXQW WKH QHZ $FW LV VXUH WR GR JRRG� %XW P\KXVEDQG FDQ WHOO \RX PRUH DERXW WKDW WKDQ , FDQ�³
LQ EH FRQWLQXHG�

OUR CANAL POPULATION
From “Chambers Journal. Saturday, 27th April, 1878.

As much interest has lately been aroused concer-ning the population habitually living in the Eng-lish canal traffic boats, we offer the following parti-culars on the subject from the personal observationof a correspondent. His narrative is as follows:
After allowing one or two barges to pass, theoccupants of which seemed to be surly ill-favouredfolks, one at length came in sight which answeredour purpose, and we shall begin with it,A cleanly dressed woman looked up at us with apleasantsmile upon her face as we bade her‘good-day’,her husband at the sametime answering our saluta-tion heartily. Whilst waiting for the lock to fill hecame to our side and volunteered some sensibleremarks on the great saving of water effected by theuse of the side pound system, which fed го a conver-sation between us, and eventuallyto an invitation tostep on board and go with them as far as Brentford.Accordingly we stepped on board.

INSIDE THE CABIN
When atlength we were under way, and the manbad relieved his wife at the helm she invited us toinspect theinterior of their cabin, apologising for itsunfurnished state as compared with other cabins, onthe ground that she did not habitually accompanyher husband on his voyages, preferring to stay athome, when possible, to keep the house in order.With no little pride however, she pointed out theusual arrangement of cupboards, lockers, shelves,hooks,etc., by which the limited space of nine feetbysix was made to contain the utensils and necessa-ries for the use of a whole family. Welooked roundsharply for the sleeping accommodation but failingto discover anything resembling a bedstead — otherthan the tops of the lockers placed round twosidesofthe cabin, and which we calculated could not ac-commodate more than three persons — were con-siderablypuzzled to understand howsuch familiesas we had seen on the other boats, were disposedof at night. Unable to solve the puzzle ourselves, wesuggested that surcly, where there was a family offive or six children, they did not all slecp in the cabin.“Indeed they do,” replied our hostess. “And thisis how they manage.The father and mother with theyoungest baby sleep at the end there, with maybe

6

the next youngest at their feet; then a couple ofchildren af this side; and another, or two under here”“Underhere” being the space beneath the father'sbed, a very kennel,closed on all sides except a portionof the front correspondingto the width of the floor

Ÿ

about three feet. Expressing our surprise that anyperson could possibly sleep in so cramped a spaceyour informant continued: “Bless you that's nothing!Whenthere's a butty, he sleeps as best he can onthe floor.”

A BUTTY

“And pray, what is a butty è” we inquired.“Well you see,by rights there must be two ablebodied people on board every boat, besides a lad orlass to take turn about at driving. Generally it's theman’s wife. But sometimesit happens as she’s sickor what nots and then they have to get a growingJad of sixteenor seventeen to butty with themfor à voyage or two: and then of course he lives andsleepson the boat along with the family. Not as youmust runaway with the idea that we all of us liveentirelyin the boats, as a good many of us have asgood homes on shore as yowd wish to put foot in.But on the other hand, there's as many more whodon’t sleep out of the boat oncea year, and hardlyknowwhat the inside of a house islike,“Do I mean to say that children are born insidethese cabins ? Indeed I do, sir. What is more, many'sthe child that's not only born on board but dies on’board too; for as I told you, there's many that haveno other home than the boat, and no friends butwhat are boatmen too. So what are they to do? withtheir husbands a - travelling all over the countrysBirmingham one week, and Brentford herc maybethe next.”
“Howdo theyget on when they're sick?”“Well, you see, i's mostly a town that we tie upat, at night, and there's generally a doctor to befound, howeverlate it may be; and theyget medicinethat way. What about education ? Both my lads canread and write; but there's nine outof ten as you seeon the boats can't tell “A? from a bull's foot, and onthat account the new Act is sure to do good. But myhusband cantell you more about that than I can.”

to be continued.
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7KLV ZDV DQRWKHU FDQDO � �䠀� ODF� W U LQ WKLVFDVH WKH PDLQQXW³SRVH YDV U DW RI 
� ÄWHW !XSSO\�
LW FRVW VRPH JDQKRX DQG ZDV RSHQHG RQ WKH �����
RI $XJXVW OP� 1DLLJ LRQ� KR� HW ZDV QRW
SUHFOXGHG� DV WKH FDQDO ZDV KXQW WR YH C SHKOF RIWDNLQJ OLDUJHV H� U\LQJXQ WR WWWOO URQ PG � VH«²WLHQ
ZDV WRR IHHW ZLGH� 7L ³ YRXOG HOOH � � HDH ∎SDVVLQJ PRRUHG RUDLW 
OµQH FDQ B «PH RP
ZKDUIV� DQG WRQQDJH FDUULHG� ?YHH� HVWLPDWHG DW >���WK
SHU DQQXP� %UDGVKDZ *XLGH IRU P] V WKHOLQH DV UXQQLQJ KHWZHHW WKH 7KDQH� ᕝ&UHHN DQG WKH *P :HVWHUQ 5RDG� Q GLV� PLOHV� � IXUORQJV� 7KH FLQDL HQGHG DW ࣯
@DGࠋ5 RL³ .HQVLQJWRQ KDVQL� D VLWH QHDUO\ OWHOI D PLOHVRXWK RI WKH SUHVHQW $GG RQ 5RDG URW 2O\PSLD�VWDWLRQ QHZ RFFUWSLHG E\ WKH :HQQ²HOH 5RDG JRRGV
\DUG� 7KH 5LYHU 7KDPHV PXVW KDWH WHHQ UHU PXFKFOHDQHU DW WKDW WLPH� IRU WKLV ZDV .P�PQ VRXUFH
RI ZDWHU IRU VHYHUDO \ UV�
LQ �ᬀᘀWKH FDQDO ZDV WHVWHG LQ WKH W]LUUXPJKDUWW�

%ULVWRO DQG 7KDPHV -XQFWLRQ 5DLO Ä ZKLFK KDGKFHQ LQFRUSRUDWHG LQ WKH VDPH \HDU WR EXLOG LL OLQHRI UDLOZD\ IURP WKH /RQGRQ 	 WLLLUQXWJKDUQ 5DLOZD\
QHDU :LOOHVGHQ WR WKH .HQVLQJWRQ &DQDO EHV« DW
:DUZLFN 5RDG� LQ � WKH QDPH ZHV FKDQJHG WR
WKH :HVW /RQGRQ 5DLOZD\� $Q $P RI ����� �꬀FK
WKH OHDVLQJ RI WKH OLQHWR WKH *UHDW :HVWHUQ DQG,BBRQGRQ 	 %LUPLQJKDP 5DLOZR 7KLV VROYHG WKHOLQDQFLDO GL¿LFXOWLHV LQ ZKLFK WKH FRPSDQ\ KDG «
YROYHG LWVHOI WR JHW VWDUWHG OW L� ZRUWK QRWLQJ WKDW
H[SHULPHQWV LQWR WKH $WPRVSKHULF V\VWHP ZHUHFRQGXFWHG RQ � RI WKH OLQH K\ &OHUF DQG 6DPXHOD�
KXW QRWKLQJ SHUPDQHQW ZDV KWWWOW�
'HYHORSPHQWV RU WKLV VRUW KDG QR DGYHUVH HIIHFW

RQ WKH FDQDO� LQ IDFW LW IRUPHG WWWXWH DQ LPSRUWDQWOLQN LQ /RQGRQ IUHLJKW FRPPXQLFDWLRQ� +RZHYHU
DV PRUH UDLOZD\V ZHL²H EXLOW LW EHFDPH LQHY �UKOH WKDWWKURXJK WUDI¿F ZRWWOG QHH²RPH PRUH LPSRUWDQW�ZLWKRXW WUDQVKLSLUWHXW� +HQFH LQ «�� WKH �:$5�ZDQWHG WR H[WHQG WKH OLQH WR 9LLWWWKDOO RYHU WKH ULYHU
DQG HYHQ RKWDLQHG DQ $FW WRU WKH SW SRVH� LQLW WKLV
SURMHFW WHOO WKURXJK LQ WKH JHQHUDO FROODSVH RI �
7KH :�/�5� ZRUNLQJ ZDV WKHQ OHIW HQWLUHO\ LQ WKH
KDQGV RI WKH /RQGRQ 	 1RUWK :HVWHUQ 5DLOZD\�
WKH /� 	 %� VXFFHVVRU� 7KLV FRPSDQ\ XVHG WKH
OLQH IRU D FRQVLGHUDEOH FRDO WUDPH WR 6KHSKFUG
V
%XVK DQG :DUZLFN 5RDG KDV«�
7KH H[WHQVLRQ SURWHFW ZDV UHYLYHG ODWHU DQG LQ����������� :HVW /RQGRQ ([WHQVLRQ 5 � ZDV

LQFRUSRUDWHG WR FRPSOHWH WKH VFKHPH 
OKH � Ä5�
DQG /�㄀ᄀ㨀ༀ㔀HDFK VQWLVFL�LKHG RQH WKLUG RI WKH
FDSLWDO� DQG WKH /�V�?OW
�OH� DQG /+ 	 6�&�5� RQHVKWWK HDFK� 7RWDO FDSLWDO ZDV PDFKW²RR� 7KH OLQH

ZDV WR XVH SDUW RW´ WKH EHG RI WKH .HQVLQJWRQ &DQDOH
IURP :DUZLFN 5RDG DV IDU DV .LQJaV 5RDG� &KHOVHD�ZKHUH WKH OLQH FOLQLKV XS RQWR DQ FPKDUGWLQHQW LQ
RUGHU WR FURVV WKH 7KDPHV WR &ODSKD -XQFWLࠋQ�
7XH : / KDG KHFQ ODLG DV PL[HG JDXJH DQG WKH
QHZ UDLOZD\ ZDV DOVR VR ODLG DW *ฏ5� H[SHQVH�
WKURXJK WR ?
LFࠝࣟ D 6WDWLRQ� DQG D SDVVHQJHU VHLYLFF
W A UXQ WR DQG IURP YDULRXV SDUWV RO WKH �᪤ࠝ5�
7KH 9LFWRULDQV� KHLRJ UHDLWVWV� FLPH WR WKH FRQFOXVLRQ
W �DW D PXFK QHHGHG FURVVH �QQGRQ UDLOZD\ OLQN ZDV
RI PRUH LPSRUWDQFH WKDQ D FDQDO WKDW OHG QRZKHUH
DQG RQO\ VHUYHG D YHU\ ORFDO QHHG� +RZHYHU WKH PRVW
LPSRUWDQW QDUW RI WKH QDYLJDWLRQ ZDV OHIW XQWRXFKHG�
7KLV LV SDUWO\ &KHOVHD &UHHN DQG SDUWO\ FDQDO� OW
VHL HV D JLW ZRUNV DQG VHYHUDO ZOLDUIV� DQG /RWV5RDG SRZHU VUDXRR LV VLWXDWHG RQ WKH EDQNV� )DQ�O\ODWJH VKLSSLQJ FDQ HQWHU KXW RQO\ 7KDPHV OLJKWHUV
FDQ JHW LQWR WKH KDVLX RO WKH JDV ZRUNV ZKLFK LV
HQWHUHG WKURXJK ࡥ ORW��V JDWHV� 7KH FDQDO 
 WLGDO
WKURXJKRXW DQG DW ORZ WL H WKH XSSHU HQG V GU\�
1R ORFNV DSSFD WR KDYH H[LVWHG RQ WKHHORVHG QRUWKHUQ
SRUWLRQ DQG LW LV RSHQ WR VSHFXODWLRQ DV WR KRZ DODUJH WROXUQH RW WUDIKH ZDV FRQGXFWHG DV IDU DV:DUZLFN 5RDG� (YHQ PRUH RKVFXUH LV KRZ XQWHU
VXSSOLHV ZHUH UHJXODUO\ WDNHQ RQW IRU .HQVLQJWRQ�

KH QHZ OLQH ZDV RSHQHG LQ ���� DQG IURQW WKHQ
XQWLO ZDV UHPDLQHG XQGHU LRQ�LW RZQHUVKLS� )UHLJKW
QXV WKH OLQH²³� PDLQVWD\ LQ WKH KHUULQQLLLJ KXW ODWHU
D YHU\ FRPSUHKHQVLYH SDVVHQJHU VHUYLFH ZDV KXLOW
XS � WK PDQ\ GLOOHUFQW UDLOZD\ FRPSDQLHV RSHUDWLQJ
WUDLQV RQ D KRVW RI F�ጀ嘀愀䈀㸀倀儀䜀QDQG FLUFXODU VHUYLFHV�
7KHVH KDYH QRZ DOO JRQH� DQG RQO\ /RQGRQ 7UDQVSRUW
RSHUDWH D VHUYLFH WRGD\� WUHP (DUOV &RXUW WR 2OYSUQLD�
7KLV ODFN RI SDVVHQJHU VHUYWHHV LV D SLW\� IRU KHUH
ZRXOG KH RQH RI WKH DQVZHUV WR VࠚQGXQࠋ/ GUHDGIXOWUDPH DURKOHP� 1RUWK WR 6RXWK WUDIÀF LV YHU\ JUHDW
DQG YHU\ GLIÀFXOW� RUWH KDV RQO\ WR WUDYHO IURP 6KHS�KHUG
V %XVK WR &ODSKDP -XQFWLRQ WR JHW WKH JHQHUDO
LGHD� 7KH ?;
�/Å5� ZDV HOHFWULÀHG WKURXJK WR (DUO·V
&RXUW K\ WKH /?⽰5ࠦ KXW QR H[WHQVLRQV ZHUH HYHU
KWWLLW� DQG LQ ���� WKH VHU\LHH ZDV ZLWKGUDZQ� DQG
WKH FRQGXFWRU UDLOV UHPRYHG DWWHW WKH ZDU� $OWKRXJK
VXJJHVWLRQV KDYH KHHQ PDGH IURP WLPH WR WLPH WR
UHVWRUH SDVVHQJHU VHUYLFHV� %5� KDV DOZD\V FRXQWHUHG
KDW WKH WROHXQLH RI IUHLJKW DQG WKURXJK SDVVHQJHU
WUDLQV LV VXFK WKDW WKH OLQH LV OXOO\ RFFXSLHG� 7KLV LV
RKYLRXVO\ QRW VWULFWO\ WUXH� 7KH OLQH DW RQH WLPHFDUULHG D WDU JUHDWHU YROXPH RI WUD¿LH DQG ZLWKPRGHUQ WL IILF FRQWURO PHWKRGV LW FRXOG KH ZRUNHG
P VHYHUDO WLPHV LWV SUHVHQW FDSDFLW\�
$V IRU WKH UHPQDQWV RI WKH FDQDO� KHUH DJDLQ PRUHWUD¿LF FRXOG FHUWDLQO\ KH KDQGOHG� DOWKRXJK WKH LQªGXVWULDO VLGH VHHPV WR KH SUHWW\ ZHOO ÀOOHG� 7KH VHH²

RAILWAYS FROM CANALS
by J.D. CRANFIELD

PART HI THE KENSINGTON CANAL

This was another canal built verylate, but in thiscase the main purpose was that of water supply.Tt cost some £40,000 and was opened on the 12thof August 1828. Navig.tion, however, was notprecluded, as the canal was built to be capable oftaking barges carrying up to 100 tons. and i's sectionwas 100 feet wide, This would allow fur inpassing moored craft, The companys income from
wharf, and tonnage carried, was cstimared ar £2,500per annum. Bradshaw's Guide for 1832 heline as running between the Thame: at
Creek and the Great Western Road, a di2 miles, 4 furlongs. The canal ended at WarwRoad,or Kensington Basin, a site nearly half a milesouth of the present Addison Road (or OlympiaStation, now occupied by the Warwick Road good:

much
sourcecleaner at that time, for this was Kensington”

of water for several years.
Tn 1836 the canal was vested in the Birmingham,

Bristol and Thames Junction Railway, which had
been incorporated in the same year to build a lineof railway from the London & Birmingham Railway
near Willesden to the Kensington Canal basin at
Warwick Road. In 1840 the name was changed to
the West London Railway. An Actof 1845 authorized
the leasing of the line to the Great Western and
London & Birmingham Railways. This solved the
financial difficulties in which the company had in-
volved itself to ger started. It is worth noting that
experiments into the Atmospheric system were
conducted on part of the line by Clegg and Samuda,
but nothing permanent was built.

Developments of this sort had no adverse effect
on the canal, in fact it formed quite an important
link in London freight communication. However
as more railways were built it became inevitable that
through traffic would become more important,
without transhipment. Hence in 1847 the G.W.R.
wanted to extend theline to Vauxhall over the river
and even obtained an Act for the purpose, but this
project fell throughin the general collapse of 1848-9.
“The W.L.R. working was then lefr entirely in the
hands of the London & North Western Railway,
the L. €: Bs successor. This company used the
line for a considerable coal trafic to Shepherd's
Bush and Warwick Road basin.

‘The extension project was revived later and in
1859 ithe West London Extension Railway wasincorporated to complete the scheme. The G.W.R.
and L.N.W.R. each subscribed one third of the
capital, and the L.S.W.R. and L.B. 8: S.C.R. one
Sixth each. Total capital was £300,000, The: line

was to use part ofthe bed ofthe Kensington Canal -from Warwick Road as far as King's Road, Chelsea,where the line climbs up onto an embankment inorder to cross the Thames to Clapham Junction.The W.L.R. had beenlaid as mixed gauge and thenew railway was also so laid at G.W.R. expense,through10 Victoria Station, and a passenger servicerun to and from various parts of the G.W.R.The Victorians, being realists, came to the conclusionthar a much needed cross-London railwaylink wasof more importance than a canal that led nowhereand only served a very local need. However the mostimportant part of the navigation was left untouched.This is partly Chelsea Creek and parily canal, Teserves à gas works and several wharfs, and LotsRoad power station is situated on the banks. Fairlylarge shipping can enter but only Thames lighterscan ger into the basin of the gas works which isentered through 187 lock gates. The canal is tidalthroughout and at low tide the upper end is dry.No locks appear to have existed on theclosed northernportion and it is open to speculation as to how alarge volume of traffic was conducted as far asWarwick Road. Even more obscure is how watersupplies were regularly taken out for Kensington,he new line was opened in 1863 and fromthenuntil 1948 remained under joint ownership. Freightwas the line's mainstay in the beginning but latera very comprehensive passenger service was builtup with many different railway companies operatingtrains on a host of cross-London andcircular services.These have now all gone, and only London Transportoperate a service today, from Earls Court to Olypmia,This lack of passenger services is a pity, for herewould be one of the answers to London's dreadfultraffic problem. North to South traffic is very greatand verydifficult; one has only to travel from Shep-herd’s Bush to Clapham Junctionto getthe generalidea. The W.L.R. was electrified through to Eatl’sCourt by the L.N.W.R,, but no extensions were everbuilt, and in 1941 the service was withdrawn, andthe conductor rails removed after the war, Althoughsuggestions have been made from time to time torestore passenger services, B.R. has always counteredhat the volcume of freight and through passengertrains is such that the lineis fully occupied. This isobviously not strictly true, The line at one timecarried à far greater volume of traffic and withmodern traffic control methods it could be worked
to several times its present capacity.As for the remnantsof the canal; here again moretraffic could certainly be handled, although the in-dustrial side seems то be pretty well filled, The sec-
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DOWKRXJK VRPH VWDOZDUWV FRXOG VWDQG WKLV� LW SUࠋEDE࣮\
ZࠋX࣮G QRW KH IRU ORQJ� 8QKDSSLO\ QR RSSRUWXQLW\
RI WU\LQJ >KLV RXW LV IRUWKFRPLQJ D� WKLV FDQDO FDQ
FDQ WUXO\ KH VDLG WX KDYH WLOHG�
�)P D JRRG JHQHUDO KLVWRU\ RI WKH :�/�5� DQG

OY�/�O ��5� VHH 7UDLQV LOOXVWUDWHG 9RO� Y� OJV�� SDJHV
��� �6HSW�� 㭉 �2FW�� DQG ��� �ࠒYࠋ1ࠝ )P UHFHQW
GHYHORSPHQWV VHH XLO��$� %XOOHWLQ ��� -XO\ ����� S�����

´D[H�PDIH

%ORFN E\ P« DO QLH %XOOHWLQ
7KH .HQVLQJWRQ &DQDO LQ £���
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7KH ÀQHVW RQ WKH ,QODQG :DWHUZD\V IRU SULFH� TXDOLW\� GHVLJQ DQG VWUHQJWK�

'HVLJQHG DQG � E\ XV LURUQ �堀 H[WHQVLYH H[SHULHQFH LQ EXLOGLQJ ,QODQG :� FUDIW� 7KHVH PQ DUH DOO�
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7HOHSKRQH /RQJ (DWRQ ����
3OHDVH PHQWLRQ 7KH :LQFK« ZKHQ ɤɪɵɦ� ⼚ KDW³PLWRµ«

�

tion between Cart Lane Bridge and Stanley Bridge,King's Road is dueto be filled in to shore up therailway embankment which is slipping. Whetherthis stretch could have been turned into pleasureboat moorings is in doubt. Although centrally placed,the canal is surrounded by a gas works, a powerstation, and numerous small factories. The noiselevel in neighbouring Lots Road is pretty high and
ョ mn

ョ

although somestalwarts could stand this, it probablywould not be for long. Unhappily no opportunityoftrying this out is forthcoming and this canal cancan truly be said to have died.(For a good general history of the W.L.R. andW.LER.see Trains Illustrated VolV, 1952, pages324 (Sept), 385 (Oct), and 395 (Nov). For recentdevelopments see IW.A.Bulletin 59, July 1959, p.44.)

Block by courtesy of The Bulletin
The Kensington Canal in 1959

D.B. RIVER & CANAL CRUISERS
The finest on the Inland Waterways for price, quality, design and strength.

Designed and built by us from ourextensive experience in building Inland Waterways craft. These craft are all-weather cruisers, unaffected by high winds. Manystyles and layouts, Aft, Forward and CentreSteering. Inboardor Outboard. From 15 ft.to 72 ft. and 6ft. 10 ins. Beam. Let us quote you, part built ar complete.
WRITE OR CALL

DAVI
Office
MILLS DOCKYARD
TRENT LOCK,
LONG EATON, HOTTINGHAM

ALWAYS OPEN.

ON BROS.
Also at
BRIDGE BOATYARD,
OLD SAWLEY,
LONG EATON, NOTTINGHAM

Telephone Long Eaton 4276
Please mention The Windlass when replying te advertisements
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7KH GHVFULSWLRQ E\ 0U� 0DUULDJH LQ WKH 2FWREHULVVXH RI7KH :LQGODVV RI KLV YLVLW WR WKH *UDYHVHQGEDVLQ RI WKLV FDQDO UHPLQGHG PH WKDW LW ZDV VHYHUVO\HDUV VLQFH L ODVW VDZ � OW DSSHDUHG IURP KLV DFFRXQWWKDW WKHUH PXVW KDYH EHHQ VRPH FKDQJHV� VR RQHVXQQ\ 6DWXUGD\ DIWHUQRRQ DW WKH EHJLQQLQJ RI2FWREHU ZH SLOHG LQWR WKH FDU� SXW WKH IROGLQJ GLQJK\LQ WKH EERW DQG VHW RII IRU *UDYFVHQG�
&DQDO VSRUWLQJ DVLGH� D YLVLW WR WKH 3URPHQDGH DW*UDYHVHQG LV DOZD\V LQWHUHVWLQJ� SDUWLFXODUO\ DURXQGKLJK ZDWHU� DV WKHUH LV XVXDOO\ SOHQW\ RI VKLSSLQJ WREH VHHQ� :H ZHUH OXFN\²WKH WLGH ZDV QHDUO\ XSZKHQ ZH DUULYHG� DQG ZH VSHQW WKH ¿UVW KDOI KRXUZDWFKLQJ WKH VKLSV�
7XUQLQJ RXU KDFNV RQ WKH ULYHU� WKH ¿UVW WKLQJ WKDWZDV DSSDUHQW ZDV WKH PXG DW WKH ZHVWHUQ HQG RI WKHEDVLQ� DQG WKH QXPEHU RI \DFKWV PRRWHG LQ WKH UHHPDLQLQJ ZDWHU DW WKH RWKHU HQG� 7KLV ZDV RGG DVZKHQ , KDG ODVW EHHQ WKHUH WKHUH KDG EHHQ SOHQW\RI ZDWHU HYHU\ZKHUH� :H WKHQ PDGH RXU ZD\ WR WKHVZLQJ EULGJH RYHU WKH HQWUDQFH ORFN DQG WKH UHDVRQIRU WKH VKRUWDJH EHFDPH DSSDUHQW� 7KLV ORFN ZDV QRORQJHU D ORFN� 2QH ERWWRP JDWH KDG EHHQ UHPRYHGDQG WKH ZDOO RQ WKDW VLGH VHW EDFN WR ZLGHQ WKH HQHWUDQFH� 7KXV WKH WRS JDWHV DUH QRZ WLGDO GRRUV� DQGRZLQJ WR OHDNDJH WKH ZDWHU OHYHO LQ WKH EDVLQ JUDGXDOO\GURSV EHWZHHQ RQH KLJK WLGH DQG WKH QH[W� :KLOH ZHZHUH VWDQGLQJ WKHUH WKH ULYHU PDGH D OHYHO ZLWK WKHEDVLQ� DQG WKH ORFN NHHSHU � PSOHLH LQ %ULWLVK5DLOZD\V FDS� � UXQJ WKH EULGJH DQG RSHQHG WKHJDWHV WR OHW D ILVKLQJ ERDW LQ DQG WKUHH \DFKWV RXW�7KHUH DUH PRUH ERDWV LQ WKH EDVLQ QRZ WKDQ ZKHQ, VDZ LW ODVW� DQG LW VHHPV WR EH PXFK XVHG E\\DFKWVPHQ�
%\ QRZ ZH ZHUH IHHOLQJ SHFOWLVK� VH ZH VLWH RXU WHDZKLOH ZDWFKLQJ WKH ZDWHU FRYHU WKH PXG� :KHQFRPSOHWHO\ FRYHUHG WKH EDVLQ ORRNHG TXLWH GLIIHUHQW² LWV VHHG\� VHPL²GH]HKFU DLU YDQLVKHG� $OWHU WHD ZHWRRN WKH GLQJK\ DURXQG SDVW WKH FDQDO ORFN ZKLFKOHDGV IURP WKH EDVLQ LQWR WKH FDQDO SURSHU� 7KLV ORFNLV XQXVDEOH� QRW RQO\ LV WKHUH D EULGJH DQG SLSHDFURVV WKH FKDPEHU� EXW WKH WRS JDWHV DUH XVHOHVV�7KH ZDWHU LQ WKH FDQDO ZDV DERXW HLJKWHHQ LQFKHVEHORZ LWV SURSHU OHYHO� EXW DV WKHUH VWLOO ORRNHG WREH SOHQW\ RO ZDWHU LQ WKH PLGGOH ZH PDGH XS DQGODXQFKHG WKH GLQJK\� 7KHQ &KDUOHV DQG , HPEDUNHGDQG P\ ZLOH DQG +DUU\ ZHQW RII LQ WKH FDU WR PHHWXV E\ WKH EULGJH DW 'HQWRQ +DOW�

)URP WKH ORFN WKH FDQDO UXQV GHDG VWUDLJKW IRUDERXW KDOW D PLOH WR WKH OLWVW EULGJH DW 'HQWRQ�$OWKRXJK WKH ZDWHU ZDV ORZ� WKHUH ZDV VWLOO DERXWWKUHH IHHW XQGHU XV LQ WKH �儀 RUWKH FDQLO� 3DVVLQJWKH XVXDO RGG SUDP� ELF\FOH DQG EHGVWHDG VWLFNLQJXS RXW RU WKH PXG DORQJ WKH VLGHV RI WKH FDQDO� ZHKDG D YHU\ SOHDVHQW P� DQG ZRQGHUHG KRZ ORQJ DJRLW ZDV WKDW D ERDW KDG ODVW QDYLJDWHG WKHVH ORQJDEDQGRQHG ZDWHUV�
$UULYLQJ DW 'HQWRQ +DOW ZH IRXQG WKDW WKH EULGJHLV QRW D EULGJH DQ\ PRUH EXW LV QRZ DQ HPEDQNPHQW�%H\RQG WKH URDG WKH ZDWHU OHYHO ZDV HYHQ ORZHU DQGZH VKRXOG KDYH KDG GLI¿FXOW\ LQ URZLQJ RQ LW HYHQLQ WKH VPDOO GLQJK\� :H WKHUHIRUH IROGHG LW XS DQGVHW♲ LQ WKH HDU WR WKH QH[W URDG WKDW OHDGV GRZQ WRWKH FDQDO DW 6KRUQH /DQGLQJ�
)RU VRPH \HDUV WKH FDQDO KDV EHHQ FRPSOHWHO\¿OOHG LQ ORW D IHZ KXQGUHG \DUGV ZHVWZDUGV IURP6KRWQH /DQGLQJ� 1RZ WKH EHG LV EHLQJ ¿OOHG LQ RQWKH RWKHU VLGH RL WKH URDG ZLWK ZDVWH PDWHULDO IURPWKH RWDOLWF ZRUNV FORVH E\� %H\RQG WKDW WKH EHG FDQVFDUFHO\ EH VHHQ� UXVKHV DQG XQGHUJURZWK REVFXUHVDQ\ ZDWHU WKDW UQD\ UHQWD«�
OW ZDV WKHQ WLPH WR VHW ⚆ IRU KRPH� VR ZH PDGHRXU ZD\ WR +LJOLDUQ� +HUH WKH FDQDO FDQ VWLOO EHVHHQ� WKRXJK VROLG ZLWK UXVKHV� 7KH UDLOZD\ QRZJUDGXDOO\ FQHURDGLHV LQWR WKH FDQDO DV WKH\ HQWHUWKH FWUWWWQJ WKDW LFRQV WKH DSSURDFK WR WKH WXQQHO�XQWLO LXVW EHORUH O²OLJKDP VWDWLRQ WKH FDQDO GLVDSSHDUVDOWRJHWKHU� %H\RQG WKH VWDWLRQ WKH UDLOZD\ GLVDSSHDUVLQWR WKH O¶VPRXV WXQQHO� $Q LQWHUHVWLQJ FDVW LURQEULGJH VSDQV WKH FXWWLQJ E\ WKH VWDWLRQ� SUHVXPDEO\WW ZDV HUHFWHG E\ WKH FDQDO FRPSDQ\�
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THE THAMES AND MEDWAY CANAL
by Derek Salmon

The description by Mr. Marriage in the Octoberissue of The Windlass of his visit to the Gravesendbasin of this canal reminded me that it was severalyears since

I

last sawit. It appeared from his accountthat there must have been some changes, so onesunny Saturday afternoon at the beginning ofOctober we piled into thecar, put the folding dinghyin the bootand set off for Gravesend.
Canal spotting aside, a visit to the Promenade atGravesend is always interesting, particularly aroundhigh water, as there is usually plenty of shipping tobe seen. We were lucky — the tide was nearly upwhen we arrived, and we spent the first half hourwatching the ships.
Turning our backs on the river, the first thing thatwas apparent wasthe mud at the western end of thebasin, and the number of yachts moored in the re-maining water at the other end. This was odd aswhen T had last been there there had been plentyof water everywhere. We then made our wayto theswing bridge overthe entrance lock and the reasonfor the shortage became apparent. This lock was nolonger a lock, One bottom gate had been removedandthe wall on that side sct back to widen the en-trance. Thus the top gates are now tidal doors, andowing to leakage the water levelin the basin graduallydrops between one high tide and the next. While wewere standing there the river made a level with thebasin, and the lock keeper (complete in BritishRailways cap) swung the bridge and opened thegates to let a fishing boat in and three yachts out,There are more boats in the basin now than whenI saw it last, and it seems to be much used byyachtsmen.
By now we werefeeling peckish,so weate our teawhile watching the water cover the mud. Whencompletely covered the basin looked quite different— its seedy, semi-derelict air vanished. After tea wetook the dinghy around past the canal lock whichleads from the basin into the canal proper. This lockis unusable; not only is there a bridge and pipeacross the chamber, but the top gates are useless,The water in the canal was about eighteen inchesbelow its proper level, but as there still looked tobe plenty of water in the middle we made up andlaunched the dinghy. Then Charles and I embarkedand my wife and Harry went off in the car to meetus by the bridge at Denton Halt,

From the lock the canal runs dead straight forabout half a mile to the first bridge at Denton.Although the water was low, there was still aboutthree feet under us in the centre of the canal. Passingthe usual odd pram, bicycle and bedstead stickingup out of the mud along thesides of the canal, wehada very pleasent rowand wondered howlong agoit was that a boat had last navigared these longabandoned waters.
Arriving at Denton Halt we found thatthe bridgeis not a bridge any more but is now an embankment,Beyond the road the waterlevel was even lower andwe should have had difficulty in rowing on it evenin the small dinghy. We therefore folded it up andset Off in the car to the next road that leads downtothe canal at Shorne Landing.
For some years the canal has been completelyfilledin for a few hundred yards westwards fromShorne Landing. Now the bed is being filled in onthe other side of the road with waste material fromthe Oralite works close by. Beyond that the bed canscarcelybe seen, rushes and undergrowth obscuresany water that may remain.
It was then time to set off for home, so we madeour way to Higham. Here the canal can still beseen, though solid with rushes, The railway nowgradually encroaches into the canal as they enterthe cutting that forms the approach to the tunnel,until just before HighamStationthe canal disappearsaltogether. Beyondthestation therailway disappearsinto the famous tunnel. An interesting cast ironbridge spans the cutting bythe station; presumablyit waserected by the canal company.

From close inspection of this canal it would seemthat the length [rom Gravesend Basin to DentonHalt would havea future, The banks are good, thewater is clean, and if the lock from the basin wasworking it would make an ideal mooring for pleasurecraft. Water would have to be pumped back intothe canal to maintain the level as it apparently hasno supply of its own, but this should not presentmuch of à problem. As i believe there is a greatshortage of moorings near London, perhaps thiscanal, unfortunate in life, can stilll play a usefulrole in death. It needs some enterprising person totake an interest in it,
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Board from imposing conditions which exclude them from accident and deathliability; no such restrictions
are placed on thewaterways authority. Similarly, the charges of all the Transport Boards established by the
Act are to be subjectto review; with the exception of those ofthe waterways authority.

Clause 53 gives independent waterway undertakings the same powers as nationalised ones; aldiough most
such authorities will use their powers fairly and wisely, recent experience indicates that misuse might occur.

Are you a riparian owner of canalside property? Your right to keep, toll free, a pleasure craft is axcd by
clause 52, Clause 62 permits water to be abstracted from the waterways regardiess of any alteration in navi-
gational depth that such abstraction causes.

When theTransport Commission tookover non-railwayowned canals, they were assumed to inherit the
duties of those companies so fer as maintenance is concerned. The B.T.C, has unsuccessfully attempted to
deny this in the past: clause 61 will give such denials legality. Clause 63, which suspends the statutory Status
Of Canals for a period of five years has been discussed elsewhere in detail: suffice it to saythat the clause
enables closure of practically any waterway to be effected most expeditiously. :

“There can belittle doubt that the possible misapplication (from ourpoint ofview) of these clauses cannot
have escaped those who drafted the Bill: one must respect the legal mind Which has inserted, so unobir
sively, these highly charged ambiguities,Would that such powers had been devoted to making the waterways
alive” proably, by now, we would have been clamouring for a by-pass waterway (o relieve congestion on the
Grand Union, From what is happening on the Continental waterways, such a suggestion fs not fantastic.

What can we do about these attempts to infringe our rights ? The solution seems to be to protest — but
vit har elicor? The Minister has shown clearlyhis opinion of the Reading meeting; he will not be influenced
DY Public Protest meetings! Surely he cannor be unaware that, if there is any substantial group which concuts
Uri file policy, theyare at equal liberty to attend suchmectings, and the unanimity with which our proposals
are greeted indicates that we represent the greater part of public opinion.

Seenin this light, the large financial provisions made in the Bill acquirea new meaning, Weoften contend
that closure and abandonmentis a costly business; if the new Authorityis given the wrong direction; those
very large sums could be most useful.

NOTICES i
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. Thursday 3rd. May 1962, At London Bridge House, 7pm. for
230. bm. notice is hereby given, that the sixth Annual General Meeting, of the London & Home Counties
Foodmill be convened on the 3rd, May 1962, The next Committee to consist of 12 members, plus 3 10 4
Cr nacio members. Mr. Brian Ambrose, Dr. Ray Glaister, Mr. Derek Salmon are due to retire, and Mr. Roy
lacio 10 retire from the position of Secretary, Messrs, Glaister and Salmon offer themselves for re-election
eeCommittee. Mr. David Cooper, and Mr. David Harman also offer themselves to be elected to the
aei the past year. Three places are [eft tofill, and Members wishing to
rate emselves should put a notice in writing to the Sccretary, this to be duly seconded. After the Mel
ina, Als & slides will be shown by Mr. R. Chapman & Mr. G. Hart, If any Member has a motion that he
sd Tike to put to the Meeting, he should send it in writing to the Hon. Sec. Refreshments will be available,

The following arc available from the Secretary. Souvenir programmes of the Noakesoscope display,
6d ench, postane extra. Some back numbers of The Windlass, price 1/- postage extra. Binding casesfor The
Windlass, price 8/- postage 1/3.

Small advertismentrates are 3d. per word, minimum3/-, box number1/- extra, Address replies to the box
numbercfo the Editor, address on page 3. Please ‘mention The Windlass when replying to all advertisements.

Will any members having difficultics over the Sunday Closure of locks on the Regent's Canal please write
to Mr. O. Turner, 57, Fitzroy Road, N.W.1. with details, and not to the Editor as previously stated. )

Mr. Geoffrey Hart's film ofthe Aylesbury Rally may be hited, and he is willing to show it, provided reason-
able notice is given as to whenit is required. Please contact the Secret:

Reports on the last two Winter Meetings are held over for the next issue.
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| NEW MEMBERS

WE WELCOME the undermentioned who,
having joined the Inland Waterways Association.

and residing in the Branch area, are automatically
made members of the London and Home Counties
Branch for a year. We sincerely hope that at the end
of their first year they will think it worthwhile to
pay the Branch annual subscription of Ss. in order
to continue their Branch membership. The number
of Branch memberships that lapse at the end of the
first year is considerable. We feel sure that some
of these are accidentel and result from the Branch
subscription being overlooked.Please note that this
amount should be paid to the head office.
RIXON, Donald Louis, Moat House, Champion
Hill, S.E.5.
GRAHAM, Miss Dorothy, West View, Stonards
Brow, Shamley Green, Guildford, Surrey,
BECK, Mrs.Ruth, 50 Clarence Road, St.Albans,Herts
DUNKERLEY, Miss Joan, 2 Sandelswood End,
Beaconsfield, Bucks.
FREE, Roderic John, Roundhill Cottage, Cold Ash,
Newbury, Berks.
Е

LEE & STORT HIRE CRUISERS
HALLINGBURY MILL

near BISHOPS STORTFORD
Slipway and Moorings in lovely

surroundings 29 miles from London
40-seat Day Cruiser for Charter
2/3/4 berth Cruisers for your holiday
on the Rivers Stort and Lee

| Brochure 6d. from:
| 55, SCARBOROUGH DRIVE

LEIGH-ON-SEA, ESSEX
Telephone: Southend 77660

THE WILLOW WREN CANAL
CARRY COMPANY

Largest independant traders on the waterways
between London and the Midlands, also offer
facilities for pleasure boat owners:

Docking, Engine Installations, Conversions,
Electrical Work,

Also suppliers of traditionally painted canalware.
Yard: BRAUNSTON, NORTHANTS

Main Office: DURHAM WHARF.
BRENTFORD, MIDDLESEX.

Tel.: ISLeworth, 7282.

HARLEY, Harold James, 10 Fulmer Drive
Gerrards Cross.
THOMPSON, Martin Edward, 15 Dirdene
Gardens, Epsom, Surrey.
HART, Jonathan, 48 Lemsford Road, St. Albans,
Herts.
LEE, Robert Nic
Surrey.LONDON, Miss Tracey,
S.W.13.
REECE, Frederick David, Beecheroft, Crowthorne
Road, Bracknell, Berks.
RICHINGS, Reginald,
Ditton,Surrey.
WALTERS, Miss June, 97 Pepys Road, New Cross
Gate, S.E.14.

> 27 Oatlands Close, Weybridge

68 Madrid Road, Barnes,

95 High Streer, Thames

PRESRON, Dr, Arthur, 12 St. Floras Rond,
Littlehampton, Sussex,
THOMAS, David Alfred, 2 Glebe Close, Lancing
Sussex.
TYRELL, Master A. 6 Limes Grove, Lewisham
SETRENGROVE, David,
Goldingron, Bedford.
VERLANDER, David Victor, 147 Alicia Gardens,
Kenton, Harrow, Middx.
WESTWOOD, Miss Beatrice A. 2
Avenue, N.22.
WHITE, Alfred Douglas, 42 Vincent Road, Luton,
Beds.
BAXELL, Patrick, 195B Upper Richmond Road,
Putney, S.W.15.
masER

FOR SALE
Fully converted Narrow Boat, wooden hull, Russel
Newberydiesel engine. Now being docked, repaired,
and painted. Can be seen Braunston. Full Details from
Box No. 204
c/o The Editor, address on p.3,

26 Windmill Close,

Alexandra

Riparian Owner Service
Landing Stages, Bank Protec n

Mobile equipment available Thames and
Inland Waterways. Fittings for D.LY.
construction. Surveys undertaken. Plans
prepared. From a Willow tree to à com-
plete river frontage, consult . . .

T. HARRISON CHAPLIN LTD.
Meadhurst Park Nursery

Sunbury-on-Thames
Telephone: 3371

Illustrated brochure on request
Est. 1907

Please mention The Windlass when replying to advertisements
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ARCTURUS
Scheduled Public TripsSUTTON PLACE STOKE LOCK23hrs. 5/- 14 hrs. 2/-

Reduction for Children
28th April to 27th May

2.15 p.m. Sats. % Suns. to SUTTON PLACE

Available for Private Parties

Full details from:—
Bryan Nicoll, Guildford Wharf, Friary Street, Guildford

or phone 61389

WE CAN OFFER YOU.
+ SELF DRIVE HIRE CRUISERS 4 and 6/6 berth À

luxury cruisers with hot showers and refrigerators. i
Turn rounds at Aylesbury, Market Harborough,
Oxford and Coventry. One way cruises our §
speciality. i

* MOORINGS including residential from 3d per foot,
per week, private owners store and workshop. i

* NEW CANAL CRUISERS we can now undertake
building of new canal cruisers and dinghies.

+ REFITS AND REPAIRS our own shipwrights and
marine engineers available for refits, conversions

Е Aylesbury
; Boat.
i Company

and surveys.
Over 20 Canal Cruisers & Narrow Boats normally on view at the Canal
Basin. Your inspection invited, open 7 days a week. Floating Boat demon-
stration, most makes, new canal cruisers, 3st March to 2nd. April inclusive i

AYLESBURY BOAT CO. LTD. 14 CANAL BASIN,
AYLESBURY (2209), BUCKS.
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