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“MAID” LINE FERRY YACHT STATION
CRUISERS LTD. THAMES DITTON, SURREY

Tel.: Emberbrook 1078 (3 lines)
Alternative Turn-round Points at Reading and Brinklow (near Coventry)
We have been appointed Sole Booking Agents for other Cruisers Operating on

the Thames and the Canals from [Kingston, Tardebigge and Bunbury, and also
on the lovely River Shannon in Ireland.

Cur own fleet of 60 craft cruise on the Upper Thames, Oxford, Grand Union,

Wey Navigation, Coventry, Trent & Mersey and other Canals
MODERN SELF-STARTING DIESEL & PETROL ENGINES
ELECTRIC LIGHT, SAFETY GAS INSTALLATIONS

Foam rubber mattress. Refrigerators. Gas cookers with ovens. ‘‘Kepkold cold boxes.
Running hot water systems.
e, <057 L e
FULL DETAILS IN OUR 1962 92-PAGE COLOUR ILLUSTRATED BROCHURE
Obtainable for 1/~ post free from our head office.

LONDON'S CANAL

by
HERBERT SPENCER

A history of the famous Regent’s Canal with 26 plans
and drawings from original sources and 27 new, and
hitherto unpublished, photographs of the Canal as it is
today.

Available from any bookseller at 30s
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CHAIRMAN’S NOTES

INSTEAD of the notes I usually write for this column, I thought Members might like to see the following
two letters, the first written, of course, on Members’ behalf; at the time of going to press there
has been no further development in the correspondence.

‘“ Adelina,”
Woodham Lock,
West Byfleet,

Surrey.

21st September, 1961.
E. Marples, Esq., P.C.,, M.P.,
33, Eccleston Street,
London, S.W.I.
Dear Mr. Marples,

In coming to any conclusions you will no doubt draw your inspiration from the Report of the
inland waterways, the problems that beset them, and how best to legislate so that they may become a
viable part of the nation’s transport network.

In coming to any conclusions you will no doubt draw you inspiration from the Report of the
Bowes Committee set up by your predecessor to examine the situation. The views of our Association
were made known to that Committee and I think it is true to say that almost all our opinions were
concurred with by them. Indeed, half the Committee went so far as to advocate removing the
waterways from the control of the Transport Commision; a recommendation I believe you are going to
accept.

Could 1, perhaps, reiterate our opinions about the waterways simply by quoting one example of
traffic revival, in this case to the town of Aylesbury, the scene this August of our National Rally of
Boats. As recently as 1955 the canal to Aylesbury—a narrow, heavily-locked arm of the Grand Union
Canal—was officially listed as being incapable of further utilisation and noteworthy only for having kept
free a large space suitable for turing into a car park. As a result of our Association’s representations the
Arm was cleaned out and the locks repaired, with the result that today it carries a substantial commercial
traffic and a flourishing hire cruiser firm is operating from the basin in the town centre. Along an arm
which was nearly derelict, if traffic is maintained at the present rate, some 2,000 tons per annum of
goods will be passing.

This, we feel, could happen to waterways all over the country, and with hardly any increase in
maintenance costs, simply by more efficient management. The traffic was potentially there, but the only
solution thought of by British Waterways was to close down the Arm, thus encouraging still further the
use of road transport. I need hardly add that your proposed legislation, should it assist the waterways
and encourage their re-use, will earn for you the heart-felt gratitude not only of those who are Members
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of our Association but also the public at large, particularly the motoring fraternity. We have found very
strong support in our campaigning from such bodies as the R.A.C. and A.A. who believe, with us, that
encouraging traffic to be removed from the roads is one of the finest ways of alleviating the problems of
road congestion.

Do not forget that the waterways are there, maintained (more or less) by Statute and only waiting
for a stroke of the pen to cause them to become busy with cargo-carrying craft once again. The simple
step required is the replacement of tolls by an annual licence. As traffic is being driven away from the
canals the short-term loss in revenue would be very small—little more than £100,000 per annum. But
a vastly increased number of commercial craft would soon make up the deficit. Is it right, for example,
that a coal trader (here I quote an actual example) should, for the privilege of going 20 miles twice a
week with 45 tons of coal, have to pay of the order of £650 per annum in tolls? Our waterways are
under-utilised, and this simple action could do more than anything else to encourage their use.

Should you wish for any further information concerning the Association’s contentions, please
let me know. ;

Yours sincerely,
D. W. HORSFALL,
Chairman,
London and Home Counties Branch.

From the Minister,

St. Christopher House,
Southwark Street,
4th October, 1961.
Dear Mr. Horsfall,

That you for your letter of 21st September about the Inland -Waterways.

It is true that the Government have decided to establish an independent undertaking to control
the nationalised inland waterways. This decision was announced last December in the Government’s
White Paper on the Reorganisation of the Nationalised Transport Undertakings (Command 1248). The
legislation required to carry the White Paper’s proposals into effect will be introduced as soon as
possible.

As the White Paper also mentions, the Inland Waterways Authority may have to be given
special financial aid in its initial years to enable it to balance its accounts. In that case it will in fact
be a burden on the taxpayer. I am therefore very much concerned with the possibility of making the
" undertaking viable. Such development as the revival of traffic on the Aylesbury Arm will be watched
with interest in this connection; at present this waterway is still operating at a substantial loss. Before
any measures are adopted which could increase the already heavy burden on the public purse represented
by the waterways, the benefits that would result will have to be very carefully assessed.

: The possible effects of increased waterway traffic on road congestion were carefully examined by
the Bowes Committee. The Committee (in paragraph 86 of its Report) described as over-optimistic ™’
the suggestion that a diversion of heavy commercial traffic to re-vitalised inland waterways would greatly
diminish congestion on the roads.

I am grateful for your offer to supply further information and will bear it in mind.

Sincerely,

ERNEST MARPLES.
D. 'W. HORSFALL, Esq.,

Chairman,
London and Home Counties Branch.

261



RAILWAYS FROM CANALS

With the present day interest in the development of road and air transport at the expense of

the railways it seems appropriate to see how the railways beat inland navigation into submission.
story of the take over and close is a well known one.

which were converted physically into railways.

The
A lesser known chapter deals with those canals

In this series I hope to examine, one by one, those

cenals which for some reason or other joined the railway bandwagon.

Many were unsuccessful as canals and_still unsuccessful as railways. Some were successful canals
that could not cope with the volume of traffic offered them, and others, doomed as canals, became
main line railways. Most of these canals were built late, some in fact were opened after the railways
had got a firm foothold. They proved themselves expensive to build and although the ideas behind
them were sound, financial difficulties brought them to their knees.

Let us hope that common sense prevails today and that the rails to roads idea does not catch on.

The first article in this series deals with the Thames and Medway Canal, later the Gravesend &

Rochester Railway.

THAMES AND MEDWAY CANAL

HIS story started in 1799 when a canal to link

the Thames and Medway rivers was proposed

by Ralph Dodd, a champion of canals at the

time. A first estimate for a six mile canal was
£25,000.

Jn 1800 an Act was nassed for a canal, nine
miles long, from Gravesend to Frindsbury, near
Stroud, with a 21 mile long tunnel through the
chalk ridge. This was the navigation’s eventual
salvation. Capital was £40,000 with powers to
raise a further £20,000. Dodd began cutting the
line with Rennie as consultant, and by the begin-
ning of 1802 the four miles from Gravesend to
Higham were completed. At this point the
intended tunnel was to start. Another engineer,
Ralph Walker, was called in to advise and
reported that the tunnel could be avoided by
going round the hills at a cost of £1000,000. On
hearing this many shareholders abandoned their
shares. At the same time John Phillips, the canal
historian, pointed out that barges could navigate
round the Isle of Grain to the Medway on the
same tide that they would have to use to enter
the canal at Gravesend. The river passage was
cheaper and, with the later introduction of steam
power it was sure to become as quick if not
quicker. However, the deviation was authorised,
but no money could be found to carry it out, and
in 1810 yet another route was authorised by Act
of Parliament. Still nothing was done and it was
not until 1818 that a fourth Act enabled the
raising of money for the original tunnel, and,
with William Clark as engineer, work began.

Tunnelling was from both ends and nine
shafts. This proved quite dangerous in the
treacherous chalk and reported acts of sabotage
are also said to have contributed to the number
of injuries. In 1823 when the tunnel was half
completed, several shareholders were petitioning
others to come forward and help with finance,
and in 1824 yet another Act was passed through
Parliament authorising the raising of still more
money. At long last, after 24 years, the canal

was opened from end to end. The tunnel, when
completed, was 3909 yards long with a height
of 35 feet and a width of 261 feet. A towpath
was provided, five feet wide, and the depth of
the canal itself was eight feet.

Even after the opening trouble was still experi-
enced. Originally a passing place in the tunnel
was planned, 200 feet long and 50 feet wide, but
this was never built due to the expense. However,
after a short time of operation this was found to
be essential and so the tunnel was opened out
from above to enable the barges to pass. The
result was two tunnels, 1530 and 2329 yards long
with a 50 yard gap in between them. Trouble
was also experienced from sea water getting into
private wells which had already been lowered at
the company’s expense due to the lowering of the
water table by the tunnel. This led to much
money being paid out in compensation.

The total cost of the canal was some £3000,000,
and, although barges of 60 tons could pass
through, it was obvious from the start that most
of the revenue came from the basins at either
end and where coasting vessels could dock. By
1842 no interest had been paid on the shares and
thoughts of using the tunnel for a railway were
already gaining ground.

The navigation’s salvation arrived with the rail-
way mania and the company decided to turn
themselves into a railway without parliamentary
sanction. This they did, and built the Graves-
end and Rochester Railway alongside the canal
as far as Higham, while in the tunnel a single
line of track was laid, partly on the towpath
and partly on supports in the canal bed. The
railway was not connected to any other, but
passengers could now get to Rochester by water
and rail quicker than by water alone. It was
opened on the 10th February, 1845. In the same
year an Act was obtained to close the canal
between Higham and Frindsbury and make short
railway extensions at either end. It also enabled
£170,000 to be raised to pay for the railway (the
company was already in debt to the tune of
£85.000) and a further £56,000 on mortgage. On



the 15th November, 1845, the section through the
tunnel was closed after a life, as a canal, of 21
years. : ‘

- At the same time the South Eastern Railway

was expanding, and in 1844 it was enquiring of
the Gravesend and Rochester as to possible

disposal of the line to the former company. The

latter, seeing the usefulness of theirs to the South
Eastern’s wider schemes were obviously willing.
- The South Eastern demanded a double track and
satisfactory arrangements for working the line
and to this the Gravesend and Rochester readily
agreed, going to Parliament the following session.
A vyear later the S.E.R. bought the line for an
eventual total of £325,000, 10% in cash and the
rest in 349 railway shares. The canal was then
filled in from Higham to Frindsbury and a double
track was laid through the tunnel. The improved
line was opened on the 23rd August, 1847. This
is-now part of the North Kent line and joins the
rest of the S.E.R. system just east of Gravesend.
The Gravesend and Rochester turned over to the
S.E.R. a total of four locomotives. Three of
these were Stephenson engines, two 2-4-0’s and
one single. The other locomotive was built by
Fossick & Hackworth and was originally named
“Van Tromp.” What type it was is doubtful.
These four became numbers 113-116 in the S.E.R.
list.

When in 1861 the East Kent Railway completed
its line from Stroud to Dover, through trains
began to use the North Kent line. This later
ceased when the East Kent turned itself into
the London, Chatham and Dover and built its
own line to the Metropolis. Traffic on the line
was augmented in the 1880’s after the opening of
the Hundred of Hoo Railway and Port Victoria
(see Trains Illustrated, of February 1954).

Electrification of the line along with others in
the area was completed in 1939 and today electric
expresses for the Kent coast pass through a
tunnel which originally took horse drawn barges.
This must surely be one of the oldest tunnels on
British railways and it says something for the
builders that it still carries a heavy main line
traffic.

Of the canal remaining, the section between
Higham and Gravesend was abandoned by the
Southern Railwav in 1934, and the only parts
left today are the two basins at Gravesend and
Frindesbury, the former of which is now badly
silted and only usable at certain states of the
tide. Both would be much appreciated by yachts-
men as a marina, and this would bring in a bit
more for the B.T.C’s. finances.

J. D. CRANFIELD.
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COLLECTOR’S COLUMN

A real gem came my way a short while ago,
and the temptation to describe it is too strong.
The book is called, not very inspiringly, “ Industry
Illustrated  but it is a Memoir of Thomas Jackson,
printed for private circulation only, in 1884.
Jackson was concerned with the building of,
amongst other undertakings, the Tame Valley
Canal, the Brewood cutting of the Liverpool and
Birmingham Canal, and, his greatest undertaking,
the restoration of the Caledonian Canal.

This little book, which must be fairly scarce,
contains 40 plates, and maps, many of them of
Jackson’s canal undertakings. Thomas Jackson
was born at King’s Norton, and at about eight
years old was put to work on the canal, leading
the horse along the towpath all day, and sleeping
in a leaking cabin at night. When he was about
cighteen years old he walked 60 miles to Market
Drayton to apply to be one of the sub-contractors
working on the canal there, and this was the start
of his career. He learned the art of making
good puddle at a very tender age, and some years
after when Mr. Watt, son of James Watt, who
had known Jackson as a boy, remarked when
inspecting the Tame Valley Canal, “ Tom knew
how to puddle, and had once stopped all the
leaks in one of his embankments with nothing
but loam.” For those interested, here are full
bibliographical details.

Industry Illustrated; A Memoir of Thomas
Jackson, of Eltham Park, Kent. Showing what
he did, how he did it and what he became.
London Printed for Private Circulation only,
1884. 40 plates, some folding, 109 pp. Full
brown morocco, all edges gilt, elaborately tooled
in gilt and black, raised bands on spine.

If any reader of “The Windlass ” has a copy
1 should like to hear from them, or indeed from
anyone with interesting or unusual canal books,
prints, boat-wear, or any other “ collector’s items
for this column.

o~ —————— ____ EDITOR.
LEE & STORT HIRE CRUISERS \\
HALLINGBURY MILL \

near BISHOPS STORTFORD
Slipway and Moorings in lovely
surroundings 29 miles London

40-seat Day Cruiser for Charter
2/3/4 berth Cruisers for your holi-
day on the Rivers Stort and Lee
Brochure 6d. from:
55, SCARBOROUGH DRIVE
LEIGH-ON-SEA, ESSEX
Telephone : Southend 77660
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AROUND THE WATERWAYS

RIVER MEDWAY

The lock handle scheme ended for this season
on October 15th, and the Kent River Board are
now carrying out a programme of repairs down
the river. The pounds between Eldridge’s and
Oak Weir Locks have been drained and, among
other things, a new sluice is being installed beside
Oak Weir Lock. This replaces some very old
and heavy wooden sluices. The pounds at Ton-
bridge and East Farleigh have also been drained
for short periods.

An interesting repair job has recently been
carried out on the Kettle Bridge at Barming. This
old bridge consists of a wooden roadway supported
by wooden posts driven into the river. These
wooden posts with their cross members have been
encased with concrete. Moulds were constructed
round each post, forced down to the river bed,
and then the intervening space filled with concrete.
Thus the roadway is now supported on hollow
concrete pillars in the middle of which are the
original wooden posts. This method must have
resulted in a considerable saving of cost over a
new bridge, and the pleasant outline of the
original bridge has been preserved.

It has just been announced in the local press
that the Castle Hotel at Tonbridge is to be
demolished and the site redeveloped. This water-
side hotel has a landing stage which is sometimes
used by visiting boats and provides permanent
moorings for several cruisers. The River Medway
Sub-Committee have written to the Tonbridge
Urban Council pointing out the usefulness ~of
this landing stage, and asking that it be retained
in any redevelopment plans that the Council
passes.

DEREK SALMON.

CHELMER & BLACKWATER
NAVIGATION

The Hydrological Survey for Essex Rivers has
recently been issued by the Ministry of Housing
and Local Government.

The report states that owing to the increasing
demand for water in the area by expanding
industry, population, and irrigation, by 1980 there
will be a shortage of water and that for future
needs the area will have to look elsewhere for
further supplies. It is interesting to note that in
the detailed section dealing with the River
Chelmer it is stated that after abstraction at
Rushes Lock (7 miles from Chelmsford and
Maldon) the minimum acceptable flow is 2
million gallons per day which is considered ade.-
quate by the authors of the report for the needs
of navigation.

This works out, on a basis of 4,000 gallons of
water per lock (which is slightly high) that the
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locks below Rushes can be operated six times.
At present the commercial traffic uses only 4,000
gallons a day as during the week one barge per
day makes the round trip. On that basis there is
room for an expansion of traffic, either commercial
or pleasure to use the locks a further five times
a day. Above Rushes Lock there would, of
course, be no shortage of water. The Branch
has already stated its views on pleasure traffic
(The Windlass, June 1961) and no further obser-
vations need be made on this aspect, except to
say that in view of the water shortage in the area
there is likely to be an increasing demand for any
unused ‘““ navigation water to be used for other
purposes and it would appear desirable for traffic
to be exnanded to use the available water.

In this connection it is interesting to note that
the Essex Farmers Union held a meeting with
the Essex River Board during the summer to
discuss the future of the Chelmer and Blackwater
Navigation. Farmers today are of course in-
creasingly interested in the use of water for
irrigation.

LEE & STORT

WARE REGATTA. On September 16th, there
were between 20 and 30 entries for the various
events for canoes and dinghies, and a fair number
of the general public came to watch on a bright
sunny day with a sharp enough breeze to help
the Lea Valley Sailing Club in its demonstration
of how to capsize and enjoy it. Well organized
and timed, there was seldom a moment when
there was nothing to watch; the pitched battle
organized by Hoddeson Toc H entitled “ Redskins
Revenge ” with bags of flour for missiles aroused
the partizanship of the spectators. It was a
pleasure to see large numbers of youngsters
enjoying themselves in such a way, trying to knock
each other into the water with well aimed bags
of flour rather than idling in the streets looking
for unlocked cars in which to go joy riding! The
sailing demonstration by the tiny craft showed
how handy they are in a restricted waterway, and
their ease of transportation. Another attraction
of the afternoon was the boat trips organized for
the spectators to the next lock.

RIVER LEA TRIP

On September 23rd, 40 Members and their
friends navigated from Ponders End to Hertford
on board Mr. Wilkinson’s hire craft “Adven-
turess.” September is hardly a month in which
the beauties of most river valleys are at their
height and, in any case, most people think of
the River Lea as being entirely industrialised. As
it was, a faint mist obscured the more gloomy

J. E. MARRIAGE.

EDITOR.










































