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7KHUH PD\ EH VRUQH 0HPEHUV RI WKH $VVRFLDWLRQ ZKR� WURP WLPH WR WLPH� IHHO WKDW ZH DUH
XQQHFHVVDULO\ XQNLQG WR %ULWLVK :DWHUZD\V DQG WR WKH %ULWLVK 7UDQVSRUW &RPPLVVLRQ� EXW , ZRXOG
UHPLQG WKHP WKDW WKH SULQFLSDO RELHHW WRU ZKLFK WKH $VVRFLDWLRQ LV HVWDEOLVKHG LV ³WR DGYRFDWH WKH
XVH� PDLQWHQDQFH DQG GHYHORSPHQW RI WKH LQODQG ZDWHUZD\V RI WKH %ULWLVK ,VOHV DQG LQ SDUWLFXODU WR
DGURFRWH DQG SURPRWH WKH UHVWRUDWLRQ WR JRRG RUGHU� DQG PDLQWHQDQFH LQ JRRG RUGHU� RI HYHU\
QDYLJDEOH ZDWHUZD� DQG WKH IXOOHVW XVH RW HYHU\ QDYLJDEOH ZDWHUZD\ E\ ERWK FRPPHUFLDO DQG
SOHDVXUH WUDPH� DQG E\ NHHSLQJ XS WKH SUHVVXUH ZH KHOS WR DFKLHYH WKLV DLP�

:H KDYH KDYH HYLGHQFH RU WKH VXFFHVV FW WKLV SROLF\ LQ WKH SDVW� ZKHQ WKH QDYLJDWLRQ DXWKRULW\
RQ WKH XSSHU SDUW RI WKH VWURWLRUWO�RQ�$\RQ FDQDO �DGPLWWHGO\ WKHQ WKH * :5� DQG QRW WKH %7&��
UHIXVHG WR UHSODFH WKH ¿[HG ORZ OHYHO EULGJH DW /LOLWK�WO /DQH ZLWK D VZLQJ EULGJH EXW� VDLG WKDW
WKH\ ZRXOG MDFN XS WKH ¿[HG EULGJH LW WUDÀLF ZLVKHG WR SDVV LW ZDV WKH SHUVLVWHQFH R R« 0HPE ࠦ
LQ LQVLVWLQJ RQ WKLV EHLQJ GRQH DW UHJXODU LQWHUYDOV WKDW LQ WLPH PDGH WKH QDYLJDWLRQ DXWKF W\
UHDOLVH WKDW WKH\ ZHUH ¿JKWLQJ D ORVLQJ EDWWOH DQG WKH EULGJH ZDV UHSODFHG� 6XEVHTXHQWO\ WKH P
VLVWHQFH RI WKH :LOOHYY :UHQ &DQDO &DUU\LQJ &R WKDW WKH FDQDO VKRXOG EH GUHGJHG OHG WR IXUWKHU LPB
SURYHPHQW DQG QRZ WKH FDQDO LV UHJXODUO\ XVFG E\ SOHDVXUH WUHPH� DQG DOVR� OURUQ WLPH WR WLPH�
E\ FRPPHUFLDO WUDPH� :KR FDQ EHOLHYH WKDW WKLV VWUHWFK RL ZDWHUZD ZKLFK LQFLGHQWDOO\ IRUPV
SDUW HW WKH VKRUWHVW URXWH EHWZHHQ WKH XUWWRUG DQG *UDQG 8QLRQ &DQDOV DQG WKH 6KURSVKLUH 8QLRQ
&DQDOV ZRXOG QRZ EH QDYLJDEOH LW LW KDG QRW EHHQ IRU WKH HIIRUWV � RXU 0HPEHUV ZKR ZHUH GHWHUB
PLQHG RQ EHKDOL � DOO FDQDO XVHUV� WR H[HUFLVH WKHLU VWDWXWRU\ ULJKW WR QDYLJDWH"

$OO WKLV LV QRZ KLVWRU\� EXW D VLPLODU VHULHV DW RSHUDWLRQV KDYH QHZ OHG WR DQRWKHU VHFWLRQ
RI ZDWHUZD\� WKLV WLPH LQ RXU %UDQFK DUHD� DJDLQ EHLQJ XVHG E\ FRPPHUFLDO WUDIILF� @CK
V LV WKH
$\OHVEXU\ EUDQFK RI WKH *UDQG 8QLRQ &DQDO� 0HPEHUV ZLOO UHPHPEHU WKDW QR HRPPHUHLQO WUHPH

G SDVVHG GRZQ WR $\OHVEXU\ LQU VRPH \HDUV DQG WKH\ ZLOO DOVR UHPHPEHU KRZ WKH %XFNLQJKDP²
VKLUH &RXQW\ &RXQFLO LQ WKHLU 'HYHORSPHQW 3ODQ SURSRVHG WKDW WKH EDVLQ VKRXOG KH WLOOHG LQ DQG
EH FRQYHUWHG SDUWO\ LQWR D SXEOLF RSHQ VSDFH� 7KH LQVLVWHQFH RQH RL RXU 0HPEHUV WKDW KH
VKRXOG XVH WKH FDQDO WR $Y VEXU\ DQG 0U� 0HLQHVWDKHJHQ¶V GHFL RQ WR RSHQ LW ERDW KLULQJ EXVLQHVV
WKHUH OHG ERWK WR WKH %� � � GUHGJLQJ WKH FDQDO DQG WR WKH %XFNLQJKDP &RXQW\ &RXQFLO Z�䬀
GUDZLQJ WKHLU SURSRVDOV� �'HWDLOV � ఞ㭀⌈㩛ఞ ZLOO EH IRXQG LQ WKH +RQRUDU\ 6HFUHWDU\¶V
QRWHV LQ WKH :LQGODVV LVVXH RI -XQH DQG 2FWREHU ������

, DP QRZ YHU\ SOHDVHG WR EH DEOH WR UHSRUW WKDW UHFHQWO\ D ORDG RI $OXPLQLXP ZDV WDOWHQ
E\ ZDWHU WR $\OHVEXU\� WKH SDLU RI ERDWV EHLQJ ORDGHG ZLWK DERXW �� WHQV , ¿UPO\ EHOLHYH WKDW
WKLV ZRXOG QRW KDYH EHHQ SRVVLEOH DQG WKDW WKH $\OHVEXU\ DUP PLJKW E\ QRZ KDYH EHFRPH FULP²
SOHWFO\ XQQDYLJDEOH LI LW KDG QRW EHHQ IRU QP DSSO\LQJ DQG NHHSLQJ XS WKH SUHVVXUH�

)LQDOO\ , ZRXOG OLNH WR �HOO 0HPEHUV RI D WKLUG DQG VLPLODU RSHUDWLRQ ZKLFK LV QQO\ MXVW
VWDUWLQJ DQG WKH ¿UVW SODFH RI ZKLFK WRRN SODFH UHFHQWO\� , EHOLHYH WKDW HYHQWXDOO\ LW ZLOO OHDG
WR WKH VDPH VRUW XO 6�☀�6 $ 6KRUW WLPH DJR LW FDPH WQ WKH QRWLFH RW WKH $662 LÀLWLRQ¶V 0LGODQG
%UDP²K WKDW �OLYUH :0 ɹ GDQJHU QI WKH (7 &
V UHFRPPHQGLQJ WKDW IOX� 6WDP�EULGJH &DQDO VKRXOG
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The Chairman's Notes

KEEPING UP THE PRESSURE
There may be some Members of the Association who, from time to time, feel that we are

unnecessarily unkind to British Waterways and to the British Transport Commission, but 1 would
remind themthat the principal object lor which the Association is established is “to advocate the
use, maintenance and development of the inland waterways of the British Isles and in particular to
advocate and promote the restoration to good order, and maintenance in good order, of every
navigable waterway; and the fullest use of every navigable waterway by both commercial and
pleasure traffic, and by keeping up the pressure we help to achieve this aim.

We have have evidence of the success of this policy in the past; when the navigation authority
on the upper part of the Stratford-on-Avon Canal (admittedly then the G.W.R. and not the B.T.C.)
refused to replace the fixed low level bridge at Lifford Lane with a swing bridge, but said that
they would jack up the fixed bridge if traffic wished to pass, it was the persistence of our Members
in insisting” on this being done at regular intervals that in time made the navigation authority
realise that they were fighting a losing battle and the bridge was replaced. Subsequently the in-
sistence of the Willow Wren Canal Carrying Co. that the canal should be dredged led to further im-
provement and nowthe canal is regularly used by pleasure traffic, and also, from time to time,
by commercial trafic. Who can believe that this stretch of waterway, which incidentally forms
part of the shortest Toute between the Oxford and Grand Union Canals and the Shropshire Union
Canals would now be navigable if it had not been for the efforts of our Members who were deter:

mined on behalf of all canal users, to exercise their statutory right to navigate?

All this is now history, but a similar series of operations have now led to another section
of waterway, this time in our Branch area, again being used by commercial trafic. This is the
Aylesbury branch of the Grand Union Canal, Members will remember that no commercial traffic
had passed down to Aylesbury for some years and they will also remember howthe Buckingham.
shire County Council in their Development Plan proposed that the basin should be filled in and
be converted partly into a public open space. The insistence by one of our Members that he
should use the canal to Aylesbury and Mr. Meinostzhegen’s decision to open a boat hiring business
there led both to the B.T.C. dredging the canal and to the Buckingham Counfy Council with-
drawing their proposals. (Details of these ‘battles will he found in the Honorary Secretary's
notes in the Windlass issue of June and October 1958).

I am now very pleased to be able to report that recently a load of Aluminium was taken
by water to Aylesbury, the pair of boats being loaded with about 47 tons. T firmly believe that
this would not have been possible and that the Aylesbury arm might by now have become com-
pletely unnavigable if it had not been for our applying and keeping up the pressure,

Finally 1 would like to tell Members of a third and similar operation which is only just

starting and the first place of which took place recently. I believe that eventually it will lead

to the same sort of success. A short time ago it came to the notice of the Associafion’'s Midland

Branch that there was a danger of the B.T.C’s recommending that the Stourbridge Canal should
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KH RORVHG� 7KLV RDQDO IDUPV SDUW RI D OLQN EHWZHHQ WKH PDLQ OLQH RI WKH %LUPLQJKDP &DQDOV DQG
WKH 6WD¿RUGVKLUH DQG :RUFHVWHUVKLUH &DQDO� $V QR ERDW KDG SDVVHG WKURXJK WKH FDQDO IRU VRPHWLPH� LQ VSLWH RI WKH FDQDO KDYLQJ HRQVLGHUQEOH FRPPHUFLDO SRWHQWLDOLWLHV DQG WRUPLQJ SDUW RI DQ
LPSRUWDQW WKURXJK URXWH� LW ZDV GHFLGHG WKDW DQ DWWHPSW VKRXOG KH PDGH WR WDNH D ERDW WKURXJK
WKH FDQDO� $ OHWWHU ZDV WKHUHIRUH VHQW WR WKH %ULWLVK :DWHUZD\V DW %LUPLQJKDP DVNLQJ ZKHWKHU ZHZRXOG PHHW DQ\ SDUWLFXODU QDYLJDWLRQDO KD]DUGV� ,Q UHSO\ %ULWLVK :DWHUZD\V VXJJHVWHG WKDW� DV
WKR FDQDO KDG QRW EHHQ XVHG LRU VRPH \HDUV� ZH VKRXOG XVH DQRWKHU URXWH� �ORQJHU E\ VHYHUDOPLOHV DQG E\ DERXW D GRRHQ ORFNV�� �Q RXU GHFOLQLQJ WR GR VR ZH ZHUH WROG WKDW WKH FDQDO ZRXOG
EH FORVHG IRU VRPH PRQWKV RZLQJ WR D EULGJH EHLQ UHEXLOW� ¢LW WKH VDPH WLPH DQRWKHU 0HPEHUDOVR ZLVKLQJ WR XVH WKH RDQDO EXW LQ WKH RSSRVLWH GLUHFWLRQ DOVR ZURWH� ZLWKRXW RXU NQRZLQJ WKDW
KH KDG GRQH VR� WR %ULWLVK :DWHUZD\V� DQG LW ZDV VXJJHVWHG WKDW KH DOVR VKRXOG XVH WKH DOWHUQDWLYH
URXWH� +H UHIHUUHG WKLV UHSO\ WR WKH &KDLUPDQ � WKH 0LGODQG %UDQFK DQG DV H UHVXOW� ZURWH WR%ULWLVK :DWHUZD\V VD\LQJ WKDW KH ZLVKHG WR H[HUFLVH KLV VWDWXWRU\ ULJKW WR XVH WKH FDQDO� KH ZDV
WKHQ WROG WKDW KH PLJKW� DW KLV RZQ ULVN �D FRQGLWLRQ WKDW WKH %7& KDYHQR ULJKW WR LPSRVH��

$V D UHVXOW RI WKHVH RRQGLRWLQJ OHWWHUV DQ DWWHPSW WR JR WKURXJK WKH FDQDO ZDV PDGH LQ ODWH1RYHPEHU EXW HYHQWXDOO\ KDG WR KH DEDQGRQHG SULQFLSDOO\ RZLQJ WR WKH GHOD\ ZKLFK ZRXOG KDYHEHHQ LPSRVHG E\ WKH PHVV RI PLQRU DUUHDUV RO PDLQWHQDQFH� 0DQ\ ORRN JDWHV LQ ³WKH ��´ FRXOGQRW EH IXOO\ RSHQHG RU FORVHG GXH WR REVWUXFWLRQV RQ WKH FLOOV DQG WKH ZDWHU OHYHO LQ VRPH SRXQGVZDV ORZ� DW WKH EULGJH XQGHU UHFRQVWUXFWLRQ WKH FKDQQHO ZDV FRPSOHWHO\ EORFNHG E\ UXEEOH ZKLFK
KࠨG EHHQ DOORZHG WR WDOO LQWR WKH RDQDO� ,Q DGGLWLRQ VHYHUDO JDWHV DQG SDGGOHV LQ WKH ÀLJKW ZHUHSDGORRNHG DQG WKH %ULWLVK :DWHUZD\V VWDWL ZDV H[WUHPHO\ XQFRRSHUDWLUH� 1RQH RI WKHVH REVWDFOHVZDV LQVXUPRXQWDEOH EXW WLPH ZDV DJDLQVW XV DQG WKH DWWHPSW ZDV WKHUHIRUH DEDQGRQHG� RK KLVUHWXUQ WR /RQGRQ 0U� $LRNPDQ� ZKR KDG WDNHQ SDUW LQ WKLV RSHUDWLRQ� ZURWH WR 6LU %ULDQ 5REHUW��VRQ WHOOLQJ KLP RI WKH H[WUHPHO\ XQVDWLVIDFWRU\ VWDWH RQ WKLV ZDWHUZD\� LQ GXH FRXUVH D UHSO\� H[ªSODLQLQJ WKH SRVLWLRQ ZDV UHFHLYHG LURQ� 6LU %ULDQ�

,PPHGLDWHO\ EHIRUH &KULVWPDV QRWLFH ZDV DJDLQ JLYHQ WKDW LW ZDV LQWHQGHG WR PDNH WKHSDVVDJH DQG WKLV WLPH WKH %ULWLVK :DWHUZD\V VWDII FRXOG QRW KDYHEHHQ PRUH KHOSIXO DQG QR GLP�
FXOWLHV DW DOO ZHUH HQFRXQWHUHG� ,Q LDFW WKH FRQLO LV LQ UHPDUNDEO\ JRRG FRQGLWLRQ DQG LW LV GL�ILFXOW WR VHH ZK\ WUDPH LV GLVFRXUDJHG XQOHVV %ULWLVK :DWHUZD\V ZLVK WR JLYH WKH LPSUHVVLRQ WKDW
WKH ZDWHUZD\ LV FRPSOHWHO\ GLVXVHG DQG WKDW WKHUH LV QR GHPDQG WRU LWV XVF� $ IXOO DFFRXQW� E\0U� $LFNPDQ� RI WKLV RSHUDWLRQ� ZLOO DSSHDU LQ WKH %XOOHWLQ� 7KH 0HPEHU ZKR ZLVKHG WR EULQJ KLV
ERDW WKURXJK IURP WKH 6WDIIRUGVKLUH DQG :RUFHVWHUVKLUH &DQDO KDV DOVR GRQH VR ZLWK OLWWOH GLP²
FXWO\ LQ VSLWH RI WKH IDFW WKDW LW LV D IXOO VL]H 1DUURZ %RDW� RWKHU SHUVRQV KDYH DOVR JLYHQQRWLFH WKDW WKH\ ZLVK WR XVH WKH FDQDO LQ WKH VSULQJ DQG LW LV WR EH KRSHG WKDW PRUH DQG PRUH
SHRSOH ZLOO GR VR� OW LV D IDVFLQDWLQJ VWUHWFK DQG WKH VFHQHU\ YDULHV RYHU D LHZ PLOHV IURP VWDUNLQGXVWU\ WR FRXQWU\VLGH DV DWWUDFWLYH DV WKH :HOVK &DQDO�

,W LV KRSHG WKDW LQ GXH FRXUVH FRPPHUFLDO WUDGLF ZLOO QRZ UHWXUQ WR WKH 6WRXUEULGJH &DQDO
ZKLFK LV SDUW RI WKH VKRUWHVW URXWH EHWZHHQ 6WRXUSRUW RQ WKH 6HYHQ� DQG WKH %LUPLQJKDP DQG:ROYHUKDPSWRQ DUHD�

7KH PRUDO RI DOO WKLV LV WKDW UHVXOWV DUH RQO\ DFKLHYHG E\ NHH LQJ XS WKH SUHVVXUH QRW RQO\
LQ WKH SUDFWLFDO QDYLJDWLRQDO ZD\V PHQWLRQHG KHUH EXW DOVR K\ ZULWLQJ WR DPDV DQG ORFDO DXWKRUL�
WLHV DQG DQ\ RWKHU SHUVRQ RU ERG\ RI LQÀXHQFH DQG E\ QRW DOORZLQJ RXUVHOYHV WR EH VZD\HG E\ WKRVHZKR WU\ WR GLVFRXUDJH QV IURP RXU DLPV�
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be closed. This canal forms part of a link between the main line of the Birmingham Canals and
the Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal. As no boat had passed through the canal for some
time, in spite of the canal having considerable commercial potentialities and forming part of an
important through route, it was decided that an attempt should be made to take a boat through
the canal. À letter was therefore sent to the British Waterways at Birmingham asking whether we
would meet any particular navigational hazards. In reply British Waterways suggested that, as
the canal had not been used for some years, we should use another route; (longer by several
miles and by about a dozen locks). On our declining to do so, we were told that the canal would
be closed for some months owing to a bridge being rebuilt. At the same time another Member
also wishing to use the canal but in the opposite direction also wrote, without our knowing that
he had done so, to British Waterways, and it was suggested that he also should use the alternative
route. He referred this reply to the Chairman of the Midland Branch and as a result, wrote to
British Waterways saying that he wished to exercise his statutory right to use the canal; he was
then told that he might, at his own risk (a condition that the B.T.C. have no right to impose).

As a result of these conflicting letters an attempt to go through the canal was made in late
November but eventually had to be abandoned principally owing to the delay which would have
been imposed by the mess of minor arrears of maintenance. Many lock gates in “the 16” could
mot be fully opened or closed due to obstructions on the cills and the water level in some pounds
was low; at the bridge under reconstruction the channel was completely blocked by rubble which
had been allowed to fall into the canal. In addition several gates and paddles in the flight were
padlocked and the British Waterways staff was extremely unco-operative. None of these obstacles
was insurmountable but time was against us and the attempt was therefore abandoned. On his
return to London Mr. Aickman, who had taken part in this operation, wrote to Sir Brian Robert-
son telling him of the extremely unsatisfactory state on this waterway. In due course a reply, ex-
plaining the position was received from Sir Brian.

Immediately before Christmas notice was again given that it was intended to make the
passage and this time the British Waterways stall could not have been more helpful and no diffi
culties at all were encountered. In fact the canal is in remarkably good condition and it is dif-
ficult fo see why traffic is discouraged unless British Waterways wish to give the impression that
the waterway is completely disused and that there is no demand for its use. A full account, by
Mr. Ackman, of this operation, will appear in the Bulletin. The Member who wished to bring his
boat through’ from the Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal has also done so with little diffi
cutly in spite of the fact that it is a full size Narrow Boat. Other persons have also given
notice that they wish to use the canal in the spring and it is to be hoped that more and more
people will do so. It is a fascinating stretch and the scenery varies over a few miles from stark
industry to countryside as attractive as the Welsh Canal.

It is hoped that in due course commercial traffic will now return to the Stourbridge Canal
which is part of the shortest route between Stourport om the Severn and the Birmingham and
Wolverhampton area.

The moral of all this is that results are only achieved by keeping up the pressure not only
in the practical navigational ways mentioned here but also by writing to M.P.s and local authori-
ties and any other person or body of influence and by not allowing ourselves to be swayed by those
who try to discourage us fromour aims.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
THURSDAY, MARCH 17th

Film Show, 7.30 p.m.—Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, W.C.1.
During the summer the Branch hopes to organize boat trips on the Rivers Roach, Stort and

Wey (from Godalming) ; the tidal Medway, the River Kennel to Theale and the Woking end of the
Basingstoke Canal.
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2Q 6DWXUGD\� �UG 2FWREHU ����� ¿IW\ PHPEHUV DQG IULHQGV HQMR\HG LL� GHOLJKWIXO WULS KRP
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LEE & STORT TRIP
On Saturday, 3rd October 1959, fifty members and friends enjoyed a delightful trip from

Roydon to Herti
Some of the party assembled at Hertford and travell

they joined the remainder of the party and boarded the Bri
Kelpie.”

In brilliant sunshine, Roydon was left at 11.30 a.m. and a little difficulty was experienced in
getting the hoat away from the bank owing to the shallowness of the water. After passing
through Rye House lock, light refreshments were served and the junction of the Lee and Stort
was soon reached. Very good time was made andit was decided to go as far as Broxbourne and
“Water Kelpie” was turned at Aqueduct Lock. After passing Dobbs Weir, the party was photo-
graphed by the Hertfordshire Mercury and two members of the Lee & Start Development Com-
mittee joined the boat.

Tt was decided to make a stop at Ware and an attempt was made at landing at the public
wharf there. Unfortunately the water was not decp enough to enable the boat to go alongside the
wharf and it was decided to go on to Ware Priory. Passing under the road bridge at Ware there
was only just sufficient headroom to enable “Water Kelpie” to pass under and Ware Priory was
reached at 4 p.m.

After a 45 minute stop, the party passed on through Ware Lock on to Hertford, Above
the Hertford Lock the conditions of the river were not so good and on two or three occasions
‘Water Kelpie” hit the bottom. Owing to the shallowness of the water the party had to leave
the boat at a point some two hundred yards from the end of the navigation. Here, the pas-
sengers disembarked and after passing under the Folly Bridge at Hertford, considerable difficulty
was experienced in turning the boat. However, with the aid of ropes and poles, and much hard
work, the boat was turned and some members returned with the craft as far us Ware.

In all, it was

a

most enjoyable trip, in glorious weather and thanks are due to the crew
of “Water Kelpie" who were most helpful.

I have been informed hy British Waterways that they will continue to open the following
locks on Sundays during the summer

CARTHAGENA, DOBBS WEIR, FEILDS WEIR, LOWER & BRICK LOCK.
Dredging will proceed above Ware Lock to Hertford on the Lee, and a start has been made

at Feilds Weir and will continue towards Bishops Stortford on the Stort.
H. A. H. BURGESS.

CHELMER & BLACKWATER NAVIGATION ALSO RIVER
STOUR NAVIGATION

The Company of Proprietors of this Navigation have written to me as under :—
“ Your letter of the 156 November to Colonel Cramphorn about Mr. Playle has been passed

on to me. I do not think we can make anything in the nature of an article for your magazine
The most we can say would be something as follo

“Mr. William Gladstone Playle, of Badmondisfield Hall, Wickhambrook, Suffolk, passed away
on the 22nd September, 1959. "Fle will be much missed by his fellow English timber merchants
and by his fellow Directors of the Chelmer and Blackwater Navigation company. He did much
to encourage the systematic planting of cricket bat Willows and also of Poplars. He had ad-
vised the Navigation company in regard to the planting of Willows even before he became
a Director of the company and following his appointment he prepared for the company a
systematic scheme of planting so consolidating their policy of strengthening and beautifving
their banks by the cultivation of these trees.”

to Roydon by Motor Coach, where
sh Waterway's Motor Vessel “Water

Yours sincerely,
FRANCIS F. STREET,

Secretary.

Representatives of the Stour Committee met Counsel on October 19th, and future policy
decided to achieve satisfactory results it will be necessary for decisions to remain confidential for
the time being.

On October 24th, the Action Committee inspected, by water, the river from Brantham Lock
to Langham—the inspection was finished by flashlight!
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Tt was found that temporary repairs had been made to Stratford St. Mary Lock by tacking
felt over the gates to prevent leakage. The Committee are to contact the Dedham Vale Society
to see whether there is any way in which the two bodies can co-operate.

Owing to pressure of other work Mr. N. L. Waller of Hast Bergholt has resigned from his
post as Hon. Secretary to the River Stour Action Committee. Any member who would be able
to help in secretarial duties to the committee, pending the election of a new Hon. Secretary shouldcontact Mr. J. E. Marriage, Well Cottage, Stock, Ingatestone, Essex. J. E. MARRIAGE.
RIVER MEDWAY

As a first stage towards attempting to restart commercial traffic on the Upper Medway,
between Maidstone and Tonbridge, the River Medwsy Sub-Committee have been contacting local
firms. So far reactions have been mixed but two companies have expressed interest.Another project just lannched by the Sub-Committee is the provision of a public landing
stage at Tonbridge, There is at present no public place in the town for boats to tie up and
visiting boats have to moor outside the town. Negotiations have just commenced with Tonbridge
Urban District, Council, to see if this can be remedied.

The work of fitting new top gates to East Farleigh lock is now completed. When the writer
visited the lock over Uhristmas the river was in flood and the entire lock was submerged.

DEREK SALMON.
BASINGSTOKE CANAL

The New Basingstoke Canal Company Ltd. celebrated its tenth anniversary in December.
Woking Council has started to rebuild Step Bridge (the footbridge in Woking) as a swing bridge.
Chertsey Council have given this Branch an assurance that when they rebuild Scotland Bridge
(the first bridge over the canal) it will be no lower or narrower than the existing bridge. The
first two locks were recently used by narrow boats undergoing conversion into houseboats.

R. MACK.
KENNET AND AVON CANAL

The lengthsmen scheme is progressing well; 18 of the 28 lengths are now manned, but fur-
ther volunteers are urently needed for lengths between Hungerford and the Summit. As a result
of this scheme some repairs have already beencarried out, following our complaints.

The Kennet and Avon Canal Association is to have central membership with branches, some-
what as in the LW.A, This should allow it to act with greater efficiency.

The historic Crofton pumping plant is now out of action. Lack of maintenance to the chim-
ney had allowed this to become unsafe, and the top third has been demolished. Water is now
being lifted by a temporary diesel pump. Parts of the Crofton flight are now quite dry, but
BW. have promised to fill this for the Devizes—Westminster canoe race.

The Faster Monday Rally for trailed boats and canoes will now probably be held at the
Bath end of the Canal. Would anyone interested please write to me?

R. M. GLAISTER.
STOP PRESS!

THE ESSEX AND SUFFOLK RIVER STOUR
The South Essex Water Company recently gave notice that they wished to obtain powers

to increase the abstraction of water from the River Stour and in doing so reduce the present mini-
mum summer flow from 4,000,000 to 2,000,000 gallons per day and the water flow from 3,000,000
to 1,000,000 gallons per day.

This would have a veny adverse effect on the river and would reduce the flow to a trickle.
Tt would also increase the present inflow of the tide and bring salt water much further up the Stour
Valley thereby killing trees and vegetation and altering the character of the valley. It is also
not unlikely that it would prove impossible to maintain the water level between locks and in any
case weed growth will increase.

For these reasons the Association has formally objected to the proposals, as have many
other bodies.

A public enquiry was held at Colchester on the 2nd and 3rd February, at which the Associn-
tion was represented by Counsel. The opposition, from all quarters, to the proposals was extremely
strong. The result of the enquiry has ‘yet to he made known. CBG.
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NEW MEMBERS
A warmwelcome is extended to the following :—Major David V. 8, BURROUGHS, R.A., c/o Westminster Bank, High Street, Guildford, Surrey.Derek CLARK, Esq., Housebont “Amanda,” Laleham Reach, Chertsey, Surrey.Maurice DENHAM, Esq., 29, Bedford Gardens, London, W.8.FALCONBRIDGE CRUISERS, Cosgrove, nr. Wolverton, Buckinghamshire.J. C. A. GALTON, Esq., Flat D, 98, Greencroft Gardens, London, N.W.6.John GERRARD, Esq., la, Dinsmore Road, London, S.W.12.Miss Jean GORRIT, Thurloe Square, London, S.WArthur Frederick GOTCH, Esq., c/o Mr. Н. W. Stevens, River Wey Navigation, Guildford Wharf,Friary Street, GuildfordMiss Joyce A. C. GUTTERIDGE, 20, Woodall Street, Chelsea, London, S.W.3.John Reginald IARRISON, Esq’, Rodholme, 5 The’ Marina, Deal, Kent.Graham М. М. HOARE, Bsq.. Park Village Fast, London) N.W!Anthony Charles HUMPHRIE Teg 7, St. Mary's Road, LondonMrs, Olga June HUMPHRIES, 7, $ y's Road, London, S.W.19.James Stanley MILLARD, Esq., 5, Granville Road, St. Albans, Hertfordshire.David Glynn OWEN, Esq., Gla, Oxberuy Avenue, Fulham, London, S.W.6.Master Crispin PAINE, 16, St. Paul's Place, Ashtead, SurreyV. H. PIDDINGTON, Esq., 93. Village Way, Ashford, Middlesex.Mrs, L. M. SHAW, 17, The Fairway, Northamton.Philip William SMAGGASGALE, Es Cranes Park, Surbiton, SurreyMrs. Geoffrey SMITH, 75, Valley Road, Ipswich, Suffolk.Mrs. Gladys В, SPRÂTT, 57, Oxberry Avenue, Fulham, London, S.W.6.Alfred Leslie STANIFORD, Tsq., 10, Margery Road, Hove 4, Sussex.Mrs. Anne STEAD, 419, Fulham Palace Road, London, S.W.6.F. W. STRINGFELLOW, Esq., 28, Hungerford Road, London, N.7.David Gibson TEARE, Esq., 23, Deep Dale, Parkside Avenue, Wimbledon Common, S.W.19.Mrs. Erica Olga TEARE, Deep Dale, Parkside Avenue, Wimbledon Common, S.W.19.Walter WILKES, Esq,, 19, Attimore Road, Welwyn Garden City, HertfordshireStephen J. WOODFORD, Esq., 22, Osberion Road, OxfordAlfred Richard WOODLEY, Hsq., Bridge House, Raans Road, Amersham, Buckinghamshire.

CHRISTMAS DRAW 1959Another Christmas Draw is over and this time we have secured a net profit of approximately £100.The Committee is greatly indebted to you for selling the tickets and thereby assuring this sumfor Branch Funds. In addition we received £2-6-0d. in donations and I would like to take thisopportunity of thanking those members who preferred this means of aiding our causeWe ‘are also extremely grateful to Appleyard, Lincoln (Boatbuilders) Ltd., of Ely who sogenerously donated the first prize of a weel’s cruise on the Fenland riversLos. hoes: foundi-thak of “the: Lokal fumboer of Hooks: sent \ouh Ito, Brinch, seit oFone half are neither returned nor acknowledged. This is a source of needless expense in printingand postage and for this reason, a circular is being sent lo you all asking whether or not youare willing to participate in future draws, 1 would request you most earnestly to complete andreturn this form to meif you feel unable to help usin this way in the futureA list of winners given below and I have copies of the prize-winners list for any memberwho would like one :—Miss B. Lawrence, Mrs, Smith, Mr. A. A. Wright, Miss W. Day, Mr. H. King. Mrs. E.Southgate, Messrs. M. Summerfield, D. R. Butcher, Mrs, Feasman, N . H. E. Veale, T 正Eberli, E. $ Bunch, E. Heyworth-Davis, Dr. R. J. Saunders, Mr. C. H. Thompson, Mrs. Bennett,Mr. R. G. O'Connell, Miss J. Tisdall, Mr. E. Christian, Mrs. MacAndrew.
FROM THE WATERWAY AUTHORITIES:—
BRITISH WATERWAYS, S.K. Division, notice stoppages :

W.19.

District Section Location Stoppage Duration
Watford Tring. Aylesbury Arm Monday, 14th March to

Lee Lee & Stort. Locks I toll Saturday, 19th March.
Watford Apsley. Harlow Lock. Thursday, 17th March toApsley Lock No. 66 to Tuesday, 22nd March.Nash Mills Lock No. 68 Saturday, 19th March toSunday, 20th March.THAMES CONSERVANCY Molesey Lock is now open to traffic.
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7+( 5,9(5 /(( )520 (1),(/' 7� /21'21
7KH 5LYHU /HH ZKLFK ULVHV QHDU 'XQVWDKOH LQ %HGLRUGVKLUH LV DERXW IRUW\²VL[ PLOHV ORQJ QQGLV WKH ORQJHVW WULEXWDU\ RI WKH 7KDPHV� ,W ÀRZV LQ Q VRXWK HDVWHUO\ GLUHFWLRQ WKURXJK /XWRQ DQG+HUWLRUG� WKH ODWWHU EHLQJ WKH QDYLJDEOH OLPLW� Ã?« +RGGHVGRQ LW MRLQV WKH 5LYHU 6WRUW DQG IURPWKLV SRLQW WKH /HH WDNHV D VRXWKHUO\ FRXUVH WR LRLQ WKH 7KHPHV DW %ODFNZHOO�
7KH /HH KDV KDG DQ LQWHUHVWLQJ KLVWRU\� 2Q PDQ\ ROG SULQWV WKH VSHOOLQJ ³/HD´ LV RIWHQ

VHHQ DQG LQ FHUWDLQ LQVWDQFFV KDV SHUVLVWHG WR WKH SUHVHQW GD\� yWKHU YDULDQWV DUH \JHDQ�³
³/H\ ³/HLJK´ QQG ��/X\ 6LQFH PV�� WKH VSHOOLQJ ͏/HH� KDV EHHQ DGRSWHG LQ $FWV RW 3DUOLD²
PHQW DQG KDV WKXV EHWRPH WKH RGLFLDO QDPH�

$FFRUGLQJ WR VRPH KLVWRULDQV� WKH 5LYHU LQ 6D[RQ WLPHV UHVHPEOHG ɚ ODNH XQG LW LV UHSRUWHG
WKDW LWV ZLGWK LQ WKH YLFLQLW\ RI 7RWWHQKDP £PG (GPRQWRQ ZDV DV PXFK DV + PLOHV� ,Q ���� WKH
'LPHV VDLOHG XS WKH 5LYHU WR ³
XQH� FDXVLQJ PXFK GHYDVWDWLRQ LQ WKHLU ZDNH� $QRWKHU KLVWRULFDO
VRXUFH UHYHDOV WKDW LQ ��� .LQJ $OWUHG ODXQFKHG DQ $WWDFN DJDLQVW WKH 'DQHV /LW ³
P�H� +H VX�U�UHOL
ɲɿɫɿɚɿ UHYHUVHV ODXW LQ WKH IROORZLQJ \HDU HQFDPSHG DJDLQ QQG E\ EULOOLDQW VWUDWH VWUDQGHG WKH
'DQHV E\ GLYHUWLQJ WKH FRXUVH RI WKH 5LYHU� WKH ¿UVW NQRZQ UHFRUG RW QDYLJDWLRQ ZRUNV XQ WKH
/HH�

6XEVHTXHQW GUDLQLQJ DQG QDYLJDWLRQ YRU�NV KDYH OHG WR WKH IRUPDWLRQ RL WKH 5LYHU DV LW LV
WRGD\ DQG DFFRXQW IRU WKH PDUVKWXQGV ,Q WKH HDUO\ \HD � RI WKH SUHVHQW FHQWXU\� WKH UHPDLQV RW
QQ DQHLHQW ERDW UH GLVFRYHUHG XQ WKH 7RWWHQKDP 0DU UHV� SHUKDSV D UHPLQGHU RW WKH 'DQLVKLQYDVLRQ� ,Q �᠀ DQ $FW ZDV SDVVHG DKLFK DXWKRULVHG WKH &LW\ RI /RQGRQ WR EXLOG D QHX FXWRU QDYLJDWLRQ ULYHU DQG HYHU VLQFH WKH /HH KDV ODG D JUHDW FRPPHUFLDO YDOXH�

7KD &RQWURO RI WKH 5LYHU� ERWK DV UHJDUGV QDYLJDWLRQ� ZDWHU V SS� DQG ILVKLQJ ULJKWV KDV
RIWHQ FKDQJHG DQG YDULRXV QREODPFQ� FKXUFK GLJQDWRULHV� 5R\DO &RPPLV 
RQHUV DQG LQ 7XGRU 7LPHV
WKH &LW\ RI /RQGRQ� KDYH DOO EHHQ PDVWHUV RW WKH 5LYHU� ,Q OHVV� WKH /HH &RQVHUYDQF\ %RDUG ZDV
HVWDEOLVKHG� WKV %RG\ KDG ZLGH SRZHUV FRYHULQJ QDYLJDWLRQ� ¿VKLQJ ULJKWV DQG ZDWHU VXSSO ,Q
����� WKH %ULW K 7UDQVSRUW &RPPLVVLRQ DVVXPHG FRQWURO RW QDYLJDWLRQ DQG ZDWHU VXSSO\� � 
WKH /HH &RQVHUYDQF\ %RDUG EHFDPH WKH $XWKRULW\ IRU ¿VKHULHV DQG ODQG GUDLQDJH�

$SSUR[LPDWHO\ RQH�VHYHQWK RI /RQGRQ¶V ZDWHU VXSS\ FRPHV IURP WKH /HH DQG LV VWRUHG LQ D
VHULHV � ODUJH UHVHUYRLUV EHWZHHQ &KLQJLRUG DQG :DOWKDPVWRZ� 3DUWV RL WKH FRXUVH RW WKH ROGULYHU KDV EHHQ VZDOORZHG XS E\ WKHVH UHVHUYRLUV DQG GLYHUVLRQ FKDQQHOV FRQVWUXFWHG�+DOLQJ RU KDXODJH E\ PHQ ZDV FRPPRQ SUDFWLFH IRU VHYHUDO FHQWXULHV� 7RGD\� KRUVH GUDZQERUJHV FDQ VWLOO EH VHHQ RQ WKH /HV LQ WKH /RQGRQ DUHD� 6WHHO EDUJHV DQG WXJV RSHUDWHG E\ LQGHSH࣮ࠦ
GHQW FDUULHUV UHJXODUO\ SO\ DORQJ WKH 5LYHU DQG WKH DQQXDO WRQQDJH LV DERXW WXR PLOOLRQV� ��� WRQ
FUDIW FDQ QDYLJDWH DV IRU XSVWUHDP DV (QILHOG DQG ��� WRQ ERDWV FDQ RSHUDWH WR +HUWIRUG� QHDUO\
㩚 PLOHV IURP WKH 7KDPHV� 7UQHWRUV DUH DOVR XVHG WRU KDXODJH� 7KH SULQFLSDO FRPPRGLWLHV �
ULHG DUH FRRO� OLTXLGV LQ EXON� WLPEHU DQG QRQ²IHUURXV PFWDOV� 7KH ODUJH SRZHU VWDWLRQV DW +DFNQH\DQG 3RSODU UHFHLYH WKHLU FRDO E\ ZDWHU�

$OWKRXJK SULPDULO\ D FRPPHUFLDO KLJKZD\� WKH /HH ERWK LQ WKH /RQGRQ HP� DQG EH\RQG� LUDV
ORQJ EHHQ SRSXODU ORU SULYDWH ERDWLQJ� 7KHUH DUH IDFLOLWLHV WDU VRLOLQJ 0: 6WRQHEULGJH /RRN� 7RWH
WHQKDP 5RZLQJ IRXUV SUDFWLFH LQ WKH DQOUHQ\ DUHD� 5HJDWWDV RUJDQLVHG E\ WKH %RURXJKV �
+DFNQH\� 7RWWHQKDP DQG /H\WRQ DUH KHOG LURWQ WLPH WR WLPH�

7KH EDQNV HW WKH /HR KDYH ORQJ EHHQ WKH KDXQWV RI ¿VKHUPHQ� 7KH 5LYHU ZDV LPPRUWDOL]HG
E\ 6LU OQQQN :DOWRQ LQ KLV PDVWHUSLHFH µ7KH &RPSOHDW $QJOHU��

,Q 2FWREHU ����� WKH /RQGRQ DQG +RPH &RXQWLHV %UDQFK RI WKH ,QODQG :DWHUZD\V $VVࣟFLQB
WLRQ RUJDQLVHG D 'HPRQVWUDWLRQ &UXLVH RQ WKH 5LYHUV /HH DQG 6WRUW� WR VWLPXODWH LQWHUHVW LQ WKHVH
ZRWHUZD V� ZKLFK KDYH PDQ\ PLOHV RI GHOLJKWIXO FUXLVLQJ ZDWHUV� 7KH )OHHW FRQVLVWLQJ RI ILYH
URELQ FUXLVHUV VRLOHG � 7KDPHV 'LWWFQ WR +DUWIRUG �QG %LVKRSV 6WRUWLRUG DQG EDFN� DSS͐ LY
PDWHO\ ာ� PLOHV� 7KH RXWZDUG URXWH ZDV YLD WKH 0DLQ /LQH � WKH *UDQG 8QLRQ &DQDO LURQ� %UHQW
WRUG « 6RQWKVOO� WKHQFH DORQJ WKH 3DGGLQJWRQ $UP� WKH 5HJHQWV &DQDO DQG WKH O²OHUWLRUG 8QLRQ
&DQDO WR MRLQ WKH /HH 1DYLJDWLRQ DW 2OG )RUG� 2Q WKH UHWXUQ MRXUQH\� WKH 7KDPHV ZDV UHJDLQHG
YLR WKH /LPHKRXVH &XW RL WKH /HH 1DYLJDWLRQ�

7KH /HH HQWHUV 0LGGOHVH[ HORVH WR :ROWKDP 7RZQ /RRN� +FUWLRUGVKLUH� (VVH[ DQG 0LGGOHVH[
PHHW QHDU WKLV SRLQW� )RU WKH QH[W IHZ PLOHV� WKH SUHVHQW /HH 1DYLJDWLRQ OLHV HQWLUHO\ LQ 0LGGOH
VHLW� SDVVLQJ WKURXJK WKH HDVWHUQ IULQJHV RI (Q¿HOG� (GPRQWRQ DQG 7RWWHQKDP� 7KH (VVH[ ERXQG²
DU\ OLHV RQO\ D VKRUW GLVWDQFH IURP WKH OHIW KQQK� $OWKRXJK FORVH WR EXLOW XS DUHDV� D JUHHQ VWULS
DFFRPSDQLHV WKH 5LYHU ORU PRVW RI LWV FRXUVH DV IDU RV +RFNQH\ 0DUVKHV

%HWZHHQ (Q¿HOG DQG WKH 7KDPHV WKHUH DUH HLJKW ORHNV LQ WKLUWHHQ PLOHV� 0DQ\ RI WKH ORFKJDWHV KDYH KHHQ UHQHZHG GXULQJ WKH SDVW WKLUW\ \HDUV 7KH ORFNNHHSHUV KRXVHV DUH RI WUDGLWLRQDOGHVLJQ� ZLWK %ULWLVK :DWHUZD\V 1RWLFH %RDUGV RYHU WKH IURQW GRRU� JLYLQJ WKH QDPH RU WKH ORFN²NHHSHU�
���

THE RIVER LEE FROM ENFIELD TO LONDON
The River Lee which rises near Dunstable in Bedfordshire is about forty-six miles long and

is the longest tributayy of the Thames. It flows in a south easterly direction through Luton and
Hertford, the latter boing the navigable limit. Near Hoddesdon it joins the River Stort and from
this point the Lee takes a southerly course fo join the Thames at Blackwall.

The Lee has had an interesting history. On many old prints, the spelling “Lea” is often
seen and in certain instances has persisted to the present day. Other variants are “Lygean,”
“Ley,” “Leigh” and “Tuy.” Since 1789, the spellinz “Lee” has been adopted in Acts of Parlia-
ment and has thus become the official name

According to some historians, the River in Saxon times resembled a lake and it is reported
that its width in the vicinity of Tottenham and Edmonton was as much as 1} miles. In 894, the
Danes sailed up the River to Ware, causing much devastation in their wake. Another historical
source reveals that in 895 King Alfred launched an attack against the Danes at Ware. He suffered
initial reverses but in the following year encamped again and by brilliant strates stranded the
Danes by diverting the course of the River. the first known record of navigation works on the
Lee.

Subsequent draining and navigation works have led to the formation of the River as it is
today and account for the marshlands, In the early years of the present century, the remains of
an ancient boat were discovered on the Tottenham Marshes, perhaps a reminder of the Danish
Invasion, In 1571, an Act was passed which authorised the City of London to build a mew cut
or navigation river and eversince the Lec has tad a great commercial value.

The Control of the River, both as regards navigation, water supply and fishing rights hasoften changed and various noblemen, church dignatories, Royal Commissioners and in Tudor Times
the City of London, have all been masters of the River. In 1868, the Lee Conservancy Board was
established; this Body had wide powers covering navigation, fishing rights and water supply. In
1948, the British Transport Commission assumed control of navigation and water supply, whilst
the Lee Conservancy Board became the Authority for fisheries and land drainage.

Approximately one-seventh of London’s water suppy comes from the Lee and is stored in a
series of large reservoirs between Chingford and Walthamstow. Parts of the course of the oldriver has been swallowed up by these reservoirs and diversion channels constructed

Tlaling or haulage by men was common practice for several centuries. Today, horse drawnbarges can still be seen on the Lea in the London area. Steel barges and tugs operated by indepen-
dent carriers regularly ply along the River and the annual tonnage is about two millions. 130 ton
craft can navigate as far upstream as Enfield and 100 ton boats can operate to Hertford, nearly
28 miles from the Thames. Tractors are also used for haulage. The principal commodities e
ried are coal, liquids in bulk, timber and non-ferrous metals. The large powerstations at Hackne
and Poplar receive their coal by water.

Although primarily a commercial highway, the Lee both in the London aren and beyond, has
long been popular for private boating. There are facilities for sailing below Stonebridge Tock, Tot-
tenham. Rowing fours practice in the Mackeny area. Regattas organised by the Boroughs of
Hackney, Tottenham and Leyton are held from time to time

Ths banks of the Lec have long been the haunts of fishermen. The River was immortalized
by Sir Izaak Walton in his masterpiece ‘ The Compleat Angler.”

In October 1956, the London and Home Counties Branch of the Inland Waterways Associa
tion organised a Demonstration Cruise on the Rivers Lee and Stort, to stimulate interest in thesewaterways, which have many miles of delightful cruising waters, The Fleet consisting of five
cabin cruisers sailed from Thames Ditton to Hertford and Bishops Stortford and back, approxi-
mately 143 miles. The outward route was via the Main Line of the Grand Union Canal from Brent-
ford to Southall, thence along the Paddington Arm, the Regents Canal and the Hertford Union
Canal to join the Lee Navigation at Old Ford. On the return journey, the Thames was regained
via the Limehouse Cut of the Lee Navigation,

The Lee enters Middlesex close to Waltham Town Lock, Hertfordshire, Essex and Middlesex
meet near this point. For the next few miles, the present Lee Navigation lies entirely in Middle
sex, passing through thô eastern fringes of Enfield, Edmonton and Tottenham. The Essex bound-
ary lies only a short distance from the left bank. Although close to built up areas, a green strip
accompanies the River for most of its course as far as Hackney Marshes.

Between Enfield and the Thames there are eight locks in thirteen miles, Many of the lock
gates have been renewed during the past thirty years. The lockkeepers houses are of traditional
design, with British Waterways Notice Boards over the front door, giving the mame of the lock-
keeper

150



)URP WKH 5LYHU� RQH FDUO VHH ZKHQ FURVVLQU� WKH 7RWWHQKDP 0DUVKHV� ZHOO NQRZQ 1RUWK /RQ²
GRQ ODQGLQDUNV� LQFOXGLQJ WKH $OH[DQGUD 3DOP²H WKH WZLQ WRZHUV RI 6W� ,JQDWLXV &KXUFK� 6WDPIRUG
+LOO DQG IQQKHU DZD\ +LJKJVWH +LOO DQG WKH FXSROD RI 6W -RVHSK¶V &KXUFK DQG WKH VSLUH RI 6W�
0LFKDHO
V FKXUFK�

,Q 9ROXPH 9 RI µ2OG DQG 1HZ /RQGRQ´ DUH SULQWV VKRZLQJ �9LHZV RQ WKH 5LYHU /HD�
ZKLFK UHYHDO WKH UXVWLF FKDUP RI WKH 5LYHU LQ WKH 7RWWHQKDP $UHD LV FHQWXU\ DJR�

8Q WKH OFLW KRQN QHZ ÀRRG UHOLHI ZRUNV RUH REVHUYHG E\ WKH FRXUVH RI WKH RULJLQDO ULYHU�
ZKLOVW RQ WKH ULJKW EDQN FDQ EH VHHQ WKH LPSURYHPHQW ZRUNV WR WKH 3\PPFV %URRN� D WULEXWDU\ RI
WKH /HH ZKLFK H[WHQGV IRU D FRQVLGHUDEOH GLVWDQFH WKURXJK (GPRQWRQ DQG 7RWWHQKDP�

%HORZ 7RWWHQKDP� QDYLJDWLRQ IROORZV WKH FRXUVH RI WKH RULJLQDO ULYHU ZKLFK IRUPV WKH KRXQG²« EHWZHHQ WKH &RXQWLHV RI /RQGRQ DQG (VVH[� %R\�DQG /HD %ULGJH� WKH ROG ULYHU PHDQGHUV DURXQG
WKH +DFNQH\ 0DUVKHV SDVVLQJ DORQJVLGH WKH ODUJH 7HPSOH 0LOOV 0DUVKQOOLQJ <DUGV RI WKH (DVWHUQ
5HJLRQ� WKH SUHVHQW WHH 1DYLJDWLRQ OLFV RQ WKR ZHVWHUQ WULQJF RI WKH 0QUVKHV�

7KH 7KLQ�QHV FQQ EH UHQFKHG DW WZR SRLQWV� RQF YLV %RZ &UHHN WR %ODFNZVOO DQG WKH RWKHU YLD
WKH /LPHKQXVH &XW ZKLFK ÀRZV LQWR WKH 7KDPHV RSSRVLWH WKH 6XUUH\ &RPPHUFLDO 'RFNV� )URP 2OG)RUG� WKHUH LV DOVR D GLUHFW FRQQHFWLRQ ZLWK WKH RUQQG 8QLRQ &DQDO YLD WKH +FUWIRUG 8QLRQ &DQDO�
7KLV OQVW QDPHG ZDWHUZD\� ZKLFK UXQV DORQJ WKH EQXQGHLW\ RW 9LFWRULQ 3DUN LV DERXW �� PLOHV ORQJ
ZLWK WKUHH ORRNV DQG LV RQH RI WKH VKRUWHVW FDQDOV LQ WKH FRXQWU\� LW LV DOVR NQRZQ DV 6LU *HRUJH
'XHNHWWV &DQDO DIWHU LWV RULJLQDWRU� %RµRZ 2OG )RUG� WKH /HH LV WLGDO

$Q �������� VFKHPH WX LPSURYH WKH /HH 1 �YLJQWwRQ EHWZHHQ (Q¿(OG /XFN DQG WKH 7KDPHV LVQHZ EHLQJ FQUULHG RXW� 7KH ZRUN LQFOXGHV QGGLWLRQQO ORRNV� VWHHO SLOLQJ IRU EDQN SURWHFWLRQ� KULGJH
UHFRQVWUXFWLRQ QQG QRZ GUHGJLQJ KRSSHU KDUJHD�

2Q WKH OVWK )HEUXDU\� ����� WKH QHZ � OHHW ZLGH ORFN QW 3RQGHUV (QG ZDV RSHQHG E\ 6LU5HJLQDOG .HUU� WKH *HQHUDO 0DQDJHU RO %ULWLVK :DWHUZD\V� 7KH ORFN JDWHV QUH �匀䠀唀䐀圀䠀OURUQ Q
PHFKDQLFDO FRQWURO &DELQ VLWXDWHG RQ WKH LVODQG FXQ\ EHWZHHQ WKH ROG DQG WKH QHZ ORFNV� :LWK
WKH RSFQLQJ RL WKLV QHZ ORFN� WKH ODUJHVW FUDIW FDQ UHRFK WKH (Q¿HOG LQGXVWULDO DUHD�

3LQNHWWV /RFN� (GPRQWRQ� 6WRQHEULGJH WHQG 7RWWHQKDP /RFNV DUH DOVR WR EH GRXEOHG� :KHQ
WKLV ZRUN KDV EHHQ FRPSOHWHG� LW ZLOO UHGXFH E\ KD« WKH WLPH WRNHQ K\ WKH ODUJHVW KQUJFV� LQ²
WUDYHOOLQJ EHWZHHQ 2OG )RO�G /RFNV DQG (QILHOG�

,Q FRQFOXVLRQ� WKH $XWKRU :LVKHV WR H[SUHVV KLV WKDQNV WR %ULWLVK :DWHUZD\V DQG WKH &KLHI
/LEUQULDQ RI WKH (GPRQWRQ %RURXJK &RXQFLO WRU WKHLU NLQG DVVLVWDQFH LQ WKH SUHSDUDWLRQ RI WKLV
DUWLFOH� (':$5' ─(%<
/RQJKWRQ� -XO\� �����
)520 7+( (',725¶6 &$%,1

&DQDOV FRQWLQXH WR JHW FRQVLGHUDEOH SXEOLFLW\ LQ RXU QHZVSDSHUV DQG RXLWV UHFHQWO\ WKH 0DQ²
FKHVWHU *XHUGLHQ SXEOLVKHG VQ LQWHUHVWLQJ SKRWRJUDSK RW GUHGJLQ RSHUDWLRQV LQ /RQGRQLV OLWWOH
9HQLFH� :ULWLQJ RI GUHGJLQJ UHPLQGV PH RI QQ HYHQW WKQW HVFDSH SXEOLFLW\²IRXU OLJKWHUV ORDGHG
ZLWK GUHGJLQJV� LQ WKH :UQYVEXU\ UHDFK RI WKH 7KHPHV� EURNH DZD\ WURUQ WKHLU PRRULQJV GXULQJ WKF
UHFHQW VSHOO FW ÀRRGV� 7KUHH OVQGHG EURDGVLGH DQ WR %HOO :HLU DQG D IRXUWK VXQN )RUWXQDWHO\
OLWWOH RU QR GDPDJH ZDV GRQF DQG WKH EDUJHV� RQ FDUHHULQJ GRZQVWUHDP� PLUDFXORXVO\ DYRLGHG WKR
QXPHURXV SULYDWH FUDIW QURRUHG LQ WKH URDFK�

7KH 1HZEXU\ :HHNO\ 1HZV UHFHQWO\ SXEOL EHG D OLYHO\ QUWLFOF RQ WKH .HQQHW HQG $YRQ� LW
ERUH WKH FDSWLRQ ³,I RQH JDWH OQLOHG� �0H« YRQOG ÀRRG ODUJH DUHD�´

7KDW SRSXODU OLWWOH MRXUQDO ³/LJKW RPLW KRV SXEOLVKHG R GLUHFWRU\ RI ODXQFKLQJ VLWHV� LW
FRVWV EXW RQR FKLOOLQJ DQG VKRXOG EH RI LQHVWLPDEOH YDOXH WR WKRVH ZKR WUDLO D ERDW RU WDNV D DPQOO
FUDIW XSRQ WKH URRO UDFN RW D UQU�

7KH QHZ %ULWLVK :DWHUZD\ ͏%XWW\� ERDWV ORRN VRPHZKDW XJO\ DQG E\ DOO UHSRUWV DUH QRQH
WRR HDV\ WR KDQGOH� WKLV YLHZ ZDV UHFHQWO\ FRQ¿UPHG E\ WKH FUHZ RI RQH ZKHQ , �䐀 DW +LLOPRUWRQ�
O PXVW VD\ WKDW WKH OLEUH²JODVV KDWFK FRYHUV FLWHU PDQ\ DGYDQWDJHV�

:LOORZ :UHQ &DUU\LQJ FRPSDQ\ KDYH EHHQ XS DQG GRZQ WKH 7KDPHV RQ VHYHUDO RFFDVLRQV
GXULQJ WKH ZLQWHU ZLWK WKHLU QDUURZ�ERDWV� EXW RWKHUZLVH OLWWOH WUDGF LV VHHQ RQ WKH 7KDPHV HQWL
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ERRNOHW HQWLWOHG ³/DXQFK 'LJHVW�´ 7KH FRYHU LV RL DUW ERDUG DQG GHSLFWV VRPH H[FHOOHQW 7KHPHV
VFHQHV� XLWKLQ WKH ERRN LV ODLG RXW DOO QDYLJDWLRQDO LQLRUPDWLRQ LQ R YHU\ FRQFLVH DQG UFDGDEOF IXUP�, GR QRW VXSSRVR PDQ\ WROOV UHDOLVH WKDW D WUHPHQGRXV DPRXQW RI SDLQVWDNLQJ H[SHULPHQWV «
FDUULFG RXW� LQ DQ HQGHDYRXU WR LPSURYH RXU FDQDOV� DW WKH 'RFNV QQG :DWHUZD\V 5HVHDUFK 6WDWLRQ�
6RXWKFOO� $ VXEMHFW RI JUHDW IDVFLQDWLRQ LV WKH GHYHORSPHQW RI KRZ KXOO IRUPV WR GHFUHQVH ZDVK�
LQFUHDVH VSHHG DQG UHWDLQ FDUJR VSQFH� LQ V LXWXUH HGLWLRQ RI 7KH :LQGODVV , KRSH WR KH DEOH WR
JLYH PRUH LQIRUPDWLRQ DERXW WKLV YHU\ LPSRUWDQW DVSHFW RI UHVHDUFK�

,6,

From the River, one can see when crossing the Tottenham Marshes, well known North Lon-
don landmarks, including the Alexandra Palace. the twin towers of St. Ignatius Church, Stamford
Hill and further away Highgate Hill and the cupola of St. Joseph's Church and the spire of St.
Michael's Church.

Tn Volume V of “Old and New London” sre prints showing “Views on the River Lea
which reveal the rustic charm of the River in the Tottenham Arca a century ago.

On the left bank new floodrelief works are observed by the course of the original river,
whilst on the right bank can be seen the improvement works to the Pymmes Brook, a tributary of
the Lee which extends for a considerable distance through Edmonton and Tottenham.

Below Tottenham, navigation follows the course of the original river which forms the bound-
ary between the Counties of London and Essex. Beyond Lea Bridge, the old river meanders around
the Hackney Marshes, passing alongside the large Temple Mills Marshalling Yards of the Eastern
Region: the present Lee Navigation lies on the western fringe of the Marshes

The Thames can be reached at two points, one via Bow Creek to Blackwall and the other via
the Limehouse Cut which flows into the Thames opposite the Surrey Commercial Docks. From Old
Ford, there is also a direct connection with the Grand Union Canal via the Hertford Union Canal
This last named waterway, which runs along the boundary of Victoria Park is about 14 miles long
with three locks and is one of the shortest canals in the country; it is also known as Sir George
Ducketts Canal after its originator. Below Old Ford, the Lec is tidal

An £864,000 scheme to improve the Lee Navigation between Enfield Lock and the Thames is
now being carried out. The work includes additional locks, steel piling for bank protection, bridge
reconstruction and new dredging hopper barges.

On the 18th February, 1959, the new 18} feet wide lock at Ponders End was opened by Sir
Reginald Kerr, the General Manager of British Waterways. The lock gates are operated from a
mechanical control cabin situated on the island cuay between the old and the new locks. With
the opening of this new lock, the largest craft can reach the Enfield industrial area.

Picketts Lock, Edmonton, Stonebridge and Tottenham Locks are also to be doubled. When
this work has heen completed, it will reduce by half, the time taken by the largest barges, in-
travelling between Old Ford Locks and Enfield.

In conclusion, the Author wishes to express his thanks to British Waterways and the Chief
Librarian of the Edmonton Borough Council for their kind assistance in the preparation of this
article. EDWARD TREBY,Loughton, July, 1959.
FROM THE EDITOR’S CABIN

Canals continue to get considerable publicity in our newspapers and quite recently the Man-
chester Guardian published an interesting photograph of dredging operations in London's little
Venice. Writing of dredging reminds me of an cvent that escaped publicity—four lighters loaded
with dredgings, in the Wraysbury reach of the Thames, broke away fromtheir moorings during the
recent spell of floods. Thrde landed broadside on to Bell Weir and a fourth sunk. Fortunately
little or no damage was donc and the barges, on carcering downstream, miraculously avoided the
numerous private craft moored in the rench.

The Newbury Weekly News recently published a lively article on the Kennet and Avon; it
bore the caption one gate failed, waterway would flood large area.”

That popular little journal “Light Craft” has published a directory of launching sites, it
costs but one shilling and should be of inestimable value to those who trail a boat or take a small
craft upon the roof rack of a car

The new British Waterway “Butty” boats look somewhat ugly and by all reports are none
too easy to handle; this view was recently confirmed by the crewof one when I was at Hillmorton;
I must say that the fibreglass hatch covers offer many advantages.

Willow Wren Carrying Company have been up and down the Thames on several occasions
during the winter with their narrow-boats, but otherwise little trade is seen on the Thames andthen only below Shepperton,

The Thames Conservancy ‘‘navigation notes” have been re-published in a very attractive little
booklet entitled “Launch Digest.” The cover is of art board and depicts some excellent Thames
scenes; within the book is laid out all navigational information in a very concise and readable form.

Í do not suppose many folk realise that a tremendous amount of painstaking experiments are
carried out, in an endeavour to improve our canals, at the Docks and Waterways Research Station,
Southall. A subject of great fascination is the development of how hull forms to decrease wash,
increase speed and retain cargo space. In a future edition of The Windlass I hope to be able to
give more information about this very important aspect of research.
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The future of the Oxford University Boathouse is a little uncertain. The lease of the build-
ing, opened in 1831, expired recently. To build a completely new boathouse with living accommo-
dation for the wateman and his family would cost somewhere about £30,000

Our member Mr. R. G. R. Calvert recently drew my attention to the fact that there has
been trouble on the M.1 with people throwing “things” from bridges and that the authorities are
taking action. In the past the authorities have carcd little about missiles dropped on canal folk
or articles dumped in “the cut” at “bridgeholo

The Thames Conservancy report on the activities of the Conservators during 1959 has recently
been published. The report breaks with tradition by having an attractive frontispicce in the form
of a reproduction of a print of Abingdon dated January, 1805. Congratulations to Mr. C.

s Assistant Navigation Inspector, No. 1 District) on receiving an award from the Conservators
for rescuing a person from drowning’ Before joining the T.C. Mr. Groves was a very active mem-
ber of our Branch Committee.

Sir Jocelyn Bray, D.L., J.P., Chairman of the Board offers the following advice :—
“We now have more boats on the river than ever before. We welcome the new boating en-

thusiasts and will do all we can to help and encourage them. It would be idle to deny, however,
that greater use of the river brings greater problems to us and our Officers, and here 1 should
like to address a few words to every user of the river, whether he be a boating man, a fisherman
or a swimmer. By all means enjoy the river to the full but remember always the safety and com-
fort of other people. If you are driving a launch, never go too fast and always waich your wash
If you are a fisherman, remember that hoats musi have sufficient room to manoeuvre, and that the
driver of a launch is just as anxious as you are not to entangle your line with his propeller. If you
are a swimmer, leave the middle of the river unimpeded for boat traffic. Mutual tolerance and
goodwill will help to overcome almost all our problems on the river. We on our part will do all
we can to assist by continuing and increasing the patrolling by our Navigation Officers. During
these patrols they not only see that our regulations are complied with, but thay give ail possible
assistance and advice to the public.”

British Waterways have revised their Pleasure Craft charges for 1960 as under :—

BRITISH WATERWAYS
PLEASURE CRAFT CHARGES 1960

POWER CRAFT
Under 25 ft. 25 f1.—50 jt. Over 50 ft.

Year £ 0 0 £12 0 0 £16 0 0
6 months £610 0 £915 0 £13 0 0
1 month wu : £2 0 0 £3 0 0 £1 00

UNPOWERED CRAFT
With use of locks Without use of Tocks

Year ... £ 00 £3 0 0
6 months £5 0 0 £210 0
1 month wi 。 £110 0 15 0

MOORING CHARGES
Under 95 ft. 25 ft—50 jt Over 50 jt.

Year £6 00 £9 0 0 £12 0 0
Quarter £2 00 £3 0 0 £ 00
Month ⑮ 0 £1 2 ⑥ £110 0

ee" PETER. H. CHAPTIN.
NEWS OF THE TRADE

Paul Farrant won the 6th World Slalom Championship at Geneva so gaining the championship
for Britain.

He was using a Klepper canoe fitted with a special light weight skin called “ Super Tufskin”'
made by SPORTRAVEL SERVICES of Twickenham who have recently changed their name to
PORTABLE BOATS LTD., 18, Beauchamp Road, Twickenham

The REGENT OIL COMPANY have a new range of products for yachtsmen, all of which are
fully described in a special brochure whichis available from them at 117, Park Street, London, W.1

CLINTON OUTBOARDS were recently given a very severe test when Mr. D. Bianchi completed
a 24 hour non stop run with a pair of these motors. This is the second of a series of tests made by
Mr. Bianchi.

Congratulations to Mr. PAT SAUNDERS of WATERWAY PROJECTS LTD., on his very
successful record breaking trip in the 18ft, cruiser ‘‘ ADVENTURER,” from Manchester to London
and back. The outward journey took 693 hours (via Birmingham) and the return trip via Coventry
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and Stoke-on-Trent 68} hours. A total of 503 miles and 402 lacks were covered in 138 cruising hours.The Adventurer was built by CRESCENT BOATS of Taunton, (as mentioned in the last edition of“The Windlass”). The engine was a 73 h.p, SAUNDERS-ROE MEDINA outboard which at halfthrottle gave 6 m p.h. in good water and ran for two hours per gallon of petrol.BARDAHL is a name that will surely become a household word where, lubrication is concerned.One has to use BARDAHL to appreciate the superlative qualities of this excellent lubricant, par-ticularly on two-stroke engines.K. & D. COLLIERare continuing to expand their motor cruiser hire service and are addingà further modern 4/5 berth craft to their fleet for the 1960 season. They report that hirers arebooking earlier than in previous years and that everything points to a good season in 1960.WORCESTER WARE petrol cans are now available from most chandlers at 9/6 each capacity9 pints. PETER WEBSTER LTD., are making spring loaded rowlocks of annodised light alloy,—ideal for use in tenders and other light craft—full details fromPeter Webster Ltd, Fleet Street,arnsle:MESSRS. BRIAN AMBROSE d CO., owners of the hire cruiser “ Frivolity,” have recentlyacquired her sister ship “Hilarity” which will be put into service early next spring.SCANWI Seandanavian built craft have recently been reduced in price.lt is nowpossible to have a canoe camping holiday in Ireland for a very reasonable outlay,full details fromMATT MURPHY HOLIDAY ENTERPRISES, St. John's Terrace, Cork.CANAL VOYAGERS of Worcester have organised some very interesting trips for the 1960season. Their brochure is available [rom Lyric Opera House, Hammersmith, W.6, or Diglis Basin,WorcesterMessrs. JOHN TIMS 4 SONS LTD., Staines, Middx., have new additions to their fleet for1960. “All their craft are built to a very high standard and uphold the great traditionof the nameof Tims that has been a household word upon the Thames for so many generations, Their cleverlyproduced brochure is available fromthe above address.The ever popular KENNETH M. L.BBS ‘ Sandrobin cruiser is now available in an 18ft.deluxe version. Price list and specifications are available from their yard, Sandhills, Sheppertonon-Thames.

COLLIERS’ CRUISER HIRE SERVICE
Craft operating from Cow Roast Lock, Tring, Herts, Cruise on Grand Union,Oxford and Midland Canals, Rivers Thames, Nene, Trent and Soar.

MODERN, COMFORTABLE SELF-DRIVE CRAFT
EQUIPPED WITH GAS COOKERS(Complying with safety regulations)
RUNNING WATER, FOAM MATTRESS
CONVERTIBLE FLUSH OR RACASAN TOILETS
ALL ELECTRIC
COMPETITIVE ALL-IN CHARGES
FIRST CLASS SERVICING
NOVICES WELCOME
PERSONAL TUITION

Send S)A.E. for Brochure to:—

UPLANDS = REDBOURN = HERTS.
TELEPHONE . . E REDBOURN 278
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BOATS FOR HIRE
on RIVER KENNET and KENNET and |

AVON CANAL

FOR HIRE

Privately owned converted

Narrow Boat for cruising
holidays May, June and July.

CANAL CRUISERS, HOUSEBOATS Some experience essential.

AND MOTOR LAUNCH

Dinghies, Skiffs, Canoes and Punts

Full details and terms on

application. Box No. 236.

Brochure 8d.—post free. c/o THE EDITOR, Meadhurst
JOHN GOULD (WATERWAYS) Ltd. Cottage, Cadbury Road, Sunbury-

on- Thames.
NEWBURY LOCK, NEWBURY. Phone 1548

AS COVENTRY APEXOUTBOARD MOTORS
Reliable, precision-built, sea-resisting motors; suitable for every
climate. They are easily portable and will drive an average 10
or 12 foot boat at about six knots.

SIMPLE - STURDY - EFFICIENT
MODEL 50—Water cooled, 56 cc. MODEL 85—Air cooled, 79.7 ce, re

251. canas jo £3000 coil starter, 35 1b. ・ £31.00
De Luxe Model, 27 lb. … £32-10-0 De Luxe Model, 37 Ib. . £33.00

De Luxe Model, with clutch £39-10-0
MODEL 75—Water cooled, 76 cc, SWAMPMASTER — Air cooled, 79.7

26 Ib. .... . £34-10-0 ec, specially designed for weed-
De Luxe Model, 28 1h. 236-10-0 congested or shallow waters

£32100
Please write for full details

COVENTRY APEX ENGINEERING CO.. LTD.
YARDLEY STREET - COVENTRY JELEPHONECOVENTRY 63488
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“MAID” LINE... FERRY YACHT STATION
CRUISERS LTD. / THAMES DITTON, SURREY

Tel: Emberbroëk 1078 (3 lines)
Alternate Turn-round Points at Reading, Braunston near Rugby and Stone near

Stoke-on-Trent.
The finest and largest fleet of self-drive hire cruisers on the Thames and Canals

et
Our craft cruise on the Upper Thames, Oxford, Grand Union,
Wey Navigation, Coventry, Trent & Mersey and other Canals

MODERN SELF-STARTING DIESEL & PETROL ENGINES
ELECTRIC LIGHT, SAFETY GAS INSTALLATIONS

Foamrubber mattress. Refrigerators. Gas cookers with ovens. ‘‘Kepkold cold boxes.
Running hot water systems.

—o
FULL DETAILS IN OUR NEW 80-PAGE 1960 ILLUSTRATED BROCHURE

Obtainable fèr 1/- post free from our head office.

PORTABLE BOATS LIMITED.
CANOE and FOLDING BOAT SPECIALISTS

Sole U.K. Agents for . . .
KLEPPER FOLDING CANOES

and the sensational
KLEPPER MASTER DINGHY

all-in-one a fast Speedboat, Sailing Dinghy or Runabout.
Unsinkable and yet packs inside the car!

Full range of prefabricated canoe kits and all materials
The KLEPPER “MASTER” and most canoes are freely available in Twickenham

demonstration by appointment.

Delivery from stock. Deferred payments. 10% deposit and only 8%, on balance.
Folding canoes hired for use anywhere, home or abroad.

18, BEAUCHAMP ROAD, TWICKENHAM, MIDDX. (POPesgrove 8979)
Suppliers to the Admiralty, War Ofiice, Royal Air Force and Mun'dipal Authorities,
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