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CrossingtheGreatDivide
YourBrandtCommitteeneedryouðbutitdoesnothavetobeafullðtimecommitmentasAndrewDobson
Ăza/wsclearinthisarticledirectedprimarilyatLondonBranchmembers.AlthoughAndrewôsintentionitto
strengthentheBranchPlanningandNavigationSubðCommittee,hiscontributionbarimplicationsforall
[WAmembers.

Appealsforfurthervoluntaryhelpareendlessly
madewithincanalcirclesandveryprobably
throughoutvoluntaryassociationsaroundthe
world.IamsurethattheemperorCaracallaôs
bathscommittee,ifeversuchexisted,would
havehadasmallactivenucleusandamuch
largernon-activemembership;thelatterwere
probablylivingdangerously.
Memberswillprobably,therefore,be
wonderingwhatmakesthisappealdifferent
especiallycomingasitdoesinthewakeof
correspondenceonthistopicinñʪʪʪ;ô.The
answerissimplythatI,asoneofnatures
spectators,havecrossedthegreatdividefrom
inactivitytoactivity,albeitofaverymodest
degree.ForthepreviousfourteenyearsI
remained,apartfromprotestletterwriting,a
non-activemember.Icannowsaythatthis
dividecanbecrossedpainlesslyandeasily.
Theýrststep,ifnotalreadytaken,istoattend
socialmeetingsatUniversityCollegeinGower
Street,WCl.Thespeakersaremostlyvery
interesting,parkingiseasyandthereisan
excellentpizzarestaurantneartheBritish
Museum.Thislattercouldperhapsbeapartial
repaymentforpreviouseffortsinthegalleyby
thedistaffside.Itiscertainlyrefreshingtobe
amongstfellowenthisiastswhodonotstare
rudelymouthsagapewhensuchtopicsasthe
BCNareraised.Themeetingsthoughremain
relativelysparselyattendedforthemostpart.

Itshouldbesaidhoweverthatthebranch
committeeareveryconsciousthatthe
welcomingofnewcomers,especiallyifalone,
hasnotbeenascomprehensiveaspossibleand
itishopedtoremedythis.
Assumingthereforethatattendanceatthesocial
eveningshasbeenaccomplished,thenextstep
istomakeoneselfknown,ifnotalreadyso,to
DavidWoodwhoistheChairmanoftheIWA
LondonBranchPlanningandNavigationSub-
committee,withaviewtopossibleattendance
atsub-committeemeetingswhichareheldonce
amonthinCentralLondon.Noelectionis
requiredtothiscommittee,butalthoughDavid
Woodisasolicitoritmustbepointedoutthat
freelegaladviceisnotavailable.
Onceonthissub-committeeoneôsinvolvement
canbepreciselyaslittleorasmuchasonefeels
abletomake.FormyownpartforexampleI
spenttheweekendofthe1983NWF
óCanalcadeôcruisingtheSouthStratfordand
wasnotinvolvedinanywaywiththeevent.I
haveneverthelessnothadmymembership
revoked,beenostracised,orsenttothe
CoventryCanal.(I/Veôrejustbidingour
timeðFarrandRadlgz,BranchChair/mn).
Forthosethereforewithlittletimeavailable,
thereisstillavaluablecontributionthatcould
bemadeoutofmanysuchopportunitiesfor
serviceandIhopethatjustafewwhoreadthis
articlewillrethinkthisimportantquestion.
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Friday24February:JointmeetingWitt
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HertfordshireBranch
Duringthesummerbreak,aletterwascirculatedtomembersofthebranchenclosingthe
programmefor1983ð1984.AnymemberwhohasnotreceivedthisshouldcontactMrs.julie
Hatful,32FieldWay,Hoddesdon,Herts.Atourýrstmeetingabout70members,doubleour
usualattendance,enjoyedanillustratedlecturebyDr.RogerSquiresentitledóDroitwichCanal,
Past,PresentandFutureô.Wehopethatmembersandinterestedfriendswillattendfuture
meetings,commencingat8.00pmatHatýeldCricketClub,AscotsLane,WelwynGardenCity.
Tuesday15November:HughMcKnightðWaterwaysPostcards.
Tuesday20December:ChristmasSocialEveningðincludingarchivefilmsoftheGrandUnion
andRegentcanalsinthe20ôsand30ôs.
Tuesday17January:PhilOrtonðWorkingBoats.

KentandEastSussexBranch
Friday11November:WestKentCoffeeEveningatthehomeofMr.DavidStrivens,15Quarry
Rise,Tonbridge.Refreshments,Christmassales,CanalandRailwaylibraryandexhibitsetc.
8.00to10.00pm.
Tuesday22November:óThamesWalkTalkô.jointmeetingwiththeRamblersAssociationin
theCherrySuite,SittingbourneTownHall,CentralAv,Sittingbourne,Kent.7.30for8.00pm.
SaturdayȭDecember:MedwayCoffeeEveningatthehomeofMissAngelaMadle,
56WindmillStreet,Frindsbury,Rochester.Christmassales,refreshments,Canallibraryand
exhibitsetc.8.00to10.00pm.Medway722661fordirections.
Friday16December:ChristmasSocialEveningattheóWheelersArmsô,AlbertStreet,
Maidstone.Thiswillbethefourthsuchannualeventðpleasedocome.
Wednesday25January:IllustratedtalkðñUptheCutô,byMrandMrs_].R.Emerson.Venue
willbetheóKelseyArmsô,St.JohnôsRoad,TunbridgeWells.
InadditiontherewillbeameetinginFebruarywhichmaybeinEastSussex,theAGMinMarch
andtheAnnualDinnerinApril;alsoasecondandhopefullylargerboateventontheRotherin
May.DateswillbeadivsedintheBranchNewsLetters.

LondonBranch
BranchEvents:AllmeetingstakeplaceintheOldRefectory,UniversityCollegeofLondon,
GowerStreet,WClat7.30pm.Amplecarparking;nearesttubeisWarren
Street;ownbar.Themeetingsareopentothepublicandeveryoneiswelcome.Note:Owingto
buildingworktheentranceisnowinMaletPlace,offTorringtonPlace.
Thursday17November:óCommercialCarryingontheCanalsôðDiMurrell,MikeBaldwinand
Mr.Luty(BWBFreightServices)posetheproblemsincurrentcommercialcarryingonthecanals
andinviteyourquestions.
Thursday8December:óThePhilosophyofPreservationôðDr.NeilCossons,O.B.E.,M.A.,
F.S.A.,F.M.A.,ð-Ex-DirectorofIronbridgeGorgeMuseumandnowDirectoroftheNational
MaritimeMuseum.
Thursday19January:óTheDroitwichCanalôððPast,PresentandFutureðSlideshowby
Dr.RogerSquires.
Thursday16February:óTheNewRiverôðIllustratedtalkbyDr.Essex-Lopresti.
Thursday15March:BranchAGM,plusillustratedtalkbyA.FarrandRadleyontheóB.C.N.ô
KolossalKanalKnit:Membersareremindedofthisfundraisingexercisewhichappearedinthe
AugustóWaterwayx'No.138.theLondonBranchorganizerisMrs.BeverlyBates,5Crescent
Avenue,Homchurch,EssexRM124ED;Tel.Homchurch(04024)56622,towhomgarments
andenquiriesshouldbesent.

NewsfromCanal
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