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Foreword
By your Region Chairman - Mike West

Members will, no doubt, notice changes in
the format of this issue of Windlass and the
reasons for this are explained elsewhere,
suffice to say in this foreword welcome to
Frank Greenhow, our new Editor, and thank
you to Neil Carter and his team for their past
work.

This foreword will in future issues be written
by various IWA and waterway personalities.
For this issue I would like to deal with several
topics.

Of particular importance to members in the
South East is the news that there may be light
at the end of the tunnel. BWB announced
that, following the grant of an additional
£7M for the year 1982/3, work could start on
repairs to Blisworth Tunnel this year, and
work will soon be started on Boddington
Reservoir, thus securing the future of the
Oxford Canal and ensuring that the South
East will not be totally isolated from the
remainder of the system. The Board’s
programme of work is not yet known but
perhaps some news will be available by the
time of the London Branch meeting in May
when a representative of the Board will
speak on Blisworth Tunnel.

Some may say that the mere threat of
another protest rally at each end of the
tunnel, which is being organised by
Northampton Branch on 29-31 May, is
enough to open the Treasury coffers. Perhaps
it helps, but there can be no doubt that
continual pressure by the IWA has helped to
secure the extra money. The campaign has
included lobbying of MPs and Ministers by

individual members, Council, and our
National Chairman.

Whilst the waterways’ lobby can claim
success in this respect, we must not be
complacent. It is necessary to ensure that this
is not a ‘one-off” payment. There are other
structures in danger and we must continue
to campaign for proper funding and viable
financial support to ensure the long term
future of the waterway system.

In parallel with this additional grant the
Department of the Environment has
commissioned consultants to review the
Board’s activities. Their terms of reference
include various financial considerations
regarding the Board’s activities,
expenditure, cost effectiveness, and scope for
private investment. The views of the Region
Committee and of Branch Committees were
sought by Council and incorporated into a
paper presented to the consultants Inbucon,
by our National Chairman and Vice-
Chairmen. We must now await the contents
of the consultant’s report.

Last year it was heard that Southern Water
Authority were considering promoting a Bill
to abandon Oak Weir Sluice on the River
Medway. This caused an immediate outcry
in Kent and subsequently the Authority
announced its intention to repair the
structure, but promote a Bill which would
allow registration of craft using the
Navigation. Kent and East Sussex Branch in
conjunction with Nav/Tech/Am and Region

~ are seeking some minor techincal

amendments to the Bill but are supporting
the principle of registration (which was
suggested by waterway users as long ago as
1968). Happily this is another example of
successful campaigning.
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Windlass Lives Again!

Readers will already know that the Windlass
production team which toiled so
magnificently over the last three years broke
up as the last issue went to press. Neil Carter
- a campaigning editor if ever there was one -
found himself unable to cope with both the
very long hours he was, and still is, working
as well as editing Windlass. Jill Crawshaw
who did the skilled job of pasting up the type
ready for the printer is moving away from the
London area.

This left Richard Bird, who not only played a
leading role in the team itself but very
generously prints Windlass at cost, and
Dennis Cousins who labels and stuffs the
envelopes and posts them off.

At the same time costs have escalated to the
point where Region Committee were faced
with the problem of finding a means of
communicating with members as
economically as possible - a need which is
reinforced by the rise in the cost of second
class mail from 11%p to 12 %p.

At its January meeting Region Committee
decided that Windlass should retain its
exisiting A5 format, but that the number of
pages should be reduced to eight in three
issues whilst the Winter issue should have
twelve pages to enable entry forms for major
events to be included. In this way a useful
discipline would be imposed on branch
committees to plan their events sufficiently
far ahead to enable details and entry forms
to appear in a late January issue.

This significant reduction in size means a
corresponding reduction in the volume of
paper needed and therefore in cost which,
after allowing for the present increase in
postage, means that Windlass can continue
for another year.

Postage is of course the major cost item at
about £700 for each issue this year, and
whether branches send out their own news-
letters or whether Windlass continues,
savings can only be achieved at the expense
of less frequent communication with you, the
members.

The extent of Richard Bird’s contribution in
printing at cost is apparent when you
consider that the lowest estimate from other

printers was just twice as much as Richard’s
estimate.

If a Region magazine is to be effective in
advising members of Region and Branch
events and of what is going on at the time it is
happening then the pre-determined
programme of deadlines for copy, publishing
and distribution must be ruthlessly adhered
to. In this way and only this way can the new
production team commit themselves to
carrying out their respective tasks on given
days throughout the year. More importantly,
it is the only way in which branch committees
and members can have confidence that the
news of meetings and events will appear

on time.

Deadlines for the next four issues:

Issue No. Copy Deadline Distribution Date

162 22 April 21 May
163 2 July 30 July

164 1 Oct 30 Oct

165 7Jan, 1983 4 Feb, 1983

Copy which is not received by the deadlines
given will not be included. You have been
warned!

Windlass Classified
Advertising Rates

Although Windlass will no longer carry
display advertising, classified advertisements
will continue to be accepted. All such
advertisements must be prepaid, (cheques
payable to ‘IWA’, please) and copy must
reach the Editor at 204 Kew Road,
Richmond, Surrey TW9 2AS, no later than
the published copy date for the appropriate
issue. Rate: First 15 words £1.50, thereafter
8p per word.

South East Region AGM

The Annual General Meeting of South East
Region will be held at 7.15 pm on Thursday
20 May, 1982 at University College, Gower
Street, London, WC1.

It will precede the normal monthly London
Branch meeting at which David Smith, BWB
London Area engineer, will talk about the
problems of Blisworth Tunnel.



Around the Region

Chelmsford Branch

Windlass lives! While its future was in doubt, we prepared and dispatched Chelmsford Branch
Newsletter No 1 which had to be rushed out to give formal notice of the Branch AGM. The
Committee must apologise for the standard of duplicating on some copies. Murphy’s law
surely must state that when a duplicator is left running but is not watched, it will run out of
ink - because it did! This is the reason that some of you had an extra (legible) copy of page 2 as
well as the illegible one. When, and if, you ever receive Newsletter No 2 remains to be seen.

Thursday 11 March: Restoration of the Great Ouse by Alan Rowe. Alan was until recently a
member of Council and is currently a director of Waterway Recovery Group Ltd.

Thursday 8 April: Britain’s Waterways - Past, Present and Future by Graham Avory, Chief
Press Officer, British Waterways Board.

Thursday 13 May: The Past Afloat by Anthony Burton. In view of the anticipated attendance,
this meeting will be held in the downstairs room.

All meetings at AUEW House, Primrose Hill, Chelmsford at 8 pm.

Guildford and Reading Branch

Members of the Branch were very sad to hear of the death of lock-keeper, Peter Gough, who
recently drowned at Shiplake lock. He will be remembered as a friendly and helpful man
whose nature was reflected in the help he gave us at the Small Boat Rally at Shiplake. He will
be sadly missed by all who used his lock. A memorial fund has been set up by some of his
fellow lock-keepers to which the Branch has sent a donation and will have a collection at its
next two meetings. Should any individual members wish to make a contribution through the
IWA, please send your donation to our Treasurer, Roger Penny, 59 Ashden Road,
Guildford, Surrey.

Godalming Water Festival: At a very well attended meeting, at which David Hutchings gave
an interesting talk on the Avon Navigation, the profits of the Festival were presented. The
Wey and Arun Canal Trust, the Surrey and Hampshire Canal Society, the National Trust,
and the Branches own Lock One project each received £400, whilst the remainder, amounting
to £106 was handed to David Hutchings for the Robert Aickman Memorial Fund. Our thanks
go to all those members who served on, or helped, the Committee to make this Festival the
success it undoubtedly was.

Lock One, Basingstoke Canal: Work is continuing on the lock walls but more volunteers are
needed. Please contact Richard (Dick) Harper-White, 25 Jubilee Crescent, Addlestone,
Surrey KT15 2JU. Phone (H) Weybridge 42074 or (O) Ascot 26155.

Caversham Charity Water Carnival: The carnival takes place on Sunday 6 June. The
organisers (Caversham Round Table) have kindly offered IWA Members free entrance and
moorings for their boats. The site is on last year’s Reading Water Festival site. Entrants
should advise Henry Lander, 11 Lowfield Green, Caversham Reading, Berks RG4 ONZ of
their name, the name of the boat, and expected time of arrival. The event is very well
attended by the public and much money has been raised for various charities over the years.
This year’s recipient is the Mid-Counties Society for Autistic Children.

Monday 22 March: AGM and Illustrated Talk on Branch events in 1981. Held at
Committee Rooms 1 & 2, Centre Halls, Woking.

Monday 26 April: Waterways of North Humberside. A talk with slides by Peter Hardy.
Held at the Committee Rooms, Centre Halls, Woking. Both meetings start at 7.30 for
8.00pm.



Hertfordshire Branch

Tuesday 16 March: AGM followed by Dave Pegg on the ‘‘Lea Valley Park’’.

Wednesday 24 March: Joint meeting with Grand Union Canal Society at Rickmansworth
Hockey Club (A412) at 8 pm. Details to be announced.

Tuesday 20 April: Dr Roger Squires—‘‘Canadian Inland Waterways’’.

Tuesday 18 May: John Humphries—*‘‘French Waterways’’.

Sat/Sun 5/6 June: Lee Valley Park Waterways Festival sponsored by the Lee Valley
Regional Park Authority and the English Tourist Board. Further details and Boat Entry form
on page 8 of this issue of Windlass. It is intended to devote the major part of the proceeds to a
restoration project within the Branch Area.

Tuesday 15 June: Eric S Greenhalf—‘“Trinity House Service’’.

Except for the meeting on 24 March, all meetings are at 8 pm at Hatfield Cricket Club, Ascots
Lane, near Queen Elizabeth II Hospital, Welwyn Garden City.

Working Parties: Meet at 10 am at car park rear of ‘‘New Inn’’ on A41 (immediately W of
junction with the A4011 Wendover road) on the Second Sunday of every month.

Eastern Sports Council: The Branch Committee is represented on a working group which
has drafted a policy guidance document on leisure planning for use by local authorities etc.,
concerned with leisure use and facilities in the areas of rivers Lee, Stort, Colne and associated
waters including the Grand Union Canal. Final comments and amendments made by the
Branch representatives have been incorporated into the policy guidance document which will
be submitted to the Sport Council for its approval in March.

Lecture Panel:The Branch Lecture Panel Organiser, Trevor Taylor, 338 Grace Way,
Stevenage (51623) has many requests from organisations for illustrated talks but is always
pleased to supply speakers on request.

Kent and East Sussex Branch

Sat. 13 March: Party evening at 15 Warlingham Close, Rainham, Kent at 8 pm.

Friday 19 March: AGM at the Kent Arms, Station Road, Ashford, Kent at 8 pm.
Friday 23 April: Branch Annual Dinner at the Stour Centre, Ashford, Kent at 7.30 for 8
pm. Tickets £7.00 inclusive from Ian Ruck, 11 Wickenden Crescent, Ashford.

Sat/Sun 15/16 May: Boat Rally, Medway Wharf Road moorings, Tonbridge, Kent. Details
from D J Strivens, 15 Quarry Rise, Tonbridge, Kent.

Sunday 13 June: Sponsored Walk beside the Royal Military Canal, Appledore to Rye
starting at 10 am. Details from Wally Morris, 23 Castle Road, Hythe, Kent.

Sat 31 July: Maidstone River Carnival 11 am. Details from Ian Ruck, 11 Wickenden
Crescent, Ashford, Kent.

London Branch

Thursday 18 February: John Gagg talks about the Silver Sword Scheme (illustrated) .
Thursday 18 March: AGM followed by David Wain, Chairman of IWAAC, on the work of
the Council.

Thursday 15 April: The Work of the Waterways Recovery Group (illustrated).

Thursday 20 May: David Smith, London Area Engineer, BWB on Blisworth Tunnel.

All meetings take place at University College, Gower Street, London WC1 at 7.30 pm.

29/31 May: London Canalway Festival, Mile End Park, London, E3. Details from Festival Sec
20 Walpole Road, Twickenham, Middx. Boat Entries to Berthing Master, 117 Raynham
Avenue, Edmonton N18. Trade Show enquiries to R Bird, 184 Petts Wood Road, Petts
Wood, Orpington, Kent.



London Branch, cont.
Sunday 20 June: Coach trip to the Waterways Museum at Stoke Bruerne leaving Euston
(Eversholt Street) at 12 noon, returning at 6 pm. Fare inclusive of admission to the Museum £4.50.

Sunday 11 July: London’s Waterways Heritage Coach Tour leaving Euston (Eversholt
Street) at 1.30 pm, returning at 6 pm. Fare £2.00.

Note: For tickets for both these events please send remittance payable to IWA with SAE to
Len House, 69 Finsbury Park Road, London N4; Phone 01-226 1775.

Towpath Survey: A statistical survey of the useage of London’s waterways is to be
undertaken. The survey will cover all forms of use. Boaters and walkers will be covered by
means of a short questionnaire, while other activities will be accounted for by a surveyor
walking a length of towpath and recording his observations. Volunteers are needed on the
following days and times:

Sunday 23 May 12 noon until 7 pm.

Wednesday 21 July 5 pm until 8 pm.

Saturday 25 September 10 am until 7 pm.

Full details from Lewis H Phillips, 33 Blythe Hill, Catford SE16 4UI; Phone 01-690 7917

Solent and Arun Branch

Friday 26 March: AGM followed by films and slides including ‘‘A Slip up the Arun’’. At the
Fernleigh Centre, North Street, Chichester at 7.30 pm. Please come and show your support
for this Branch. You can also criticise your Committee and even join it—we have several
vacancies—if you like.

Sunday 2 May: Spring Coach outing to Stoke Bruerne. The cost will not exceed £6 (children
half-price). Contact R Peirce, 46 Hillcrest Drive, Pulborough, West Sussex. Phone
Ashington 892254.

Oxford and South Bucks Branch

Meetings in Oxford:
Wed 10 March: AGM at 7.30 pm followed by a film of ‘“The Grand Western Canal’’.

Wed 14 April: ‘‘Understanding Standards’’ by Ian Burgoyne, Marine Surveyor.

Wed 12 May: ‘‘Restoration of the Basingstoke Canal’’ by the Surrey and Hampshire Canal
Society.

All meetings are held in the Oasis Room, Morris Radiators Sports and Social Club, Franchay
Road, Woodstock Road, Oxford at 8 pm with the exception of the AGM which is at 7.30 pm.

Meetings in Banbury:
Tuesday 23 February: ‘‘Historic Waterways Craft’’ by Anthony Burton.
Tuesday 30 March: ‘‘London’s Waterways’’ by Chris Cove-Smith.

Sunday 18 April: South Midlands Waterways Auction and Fayre at the Spiceball, Banbury—
many attractions. For details contact John Clinch on Croughton 810786.

Tuesday 27 April: ‘“The Wilts and Berks Canal’’ with Peter Boyce.

Tuesday 25 May: Film Presentation of ‘“The Bargee’’.

All meetings are held at the Spiceball Mill, Banbury at 8 pm.

Meetings in Amersham:

Thursday 18 March: ‘“Towpath Walking’’ with Marc Feldman.

Thursday 15 April: AGM of the Bucks Section followed by members’ slides.
All meetings are held at the Crown Hotel (Bailey Room), Amersham at 7.45 pm.

Sat/Sun 5/6 June: LECHLADE ’82 run by the Branch in conjunction with the Stroudwater,
Thames and Severn Canal Trust to promote the scheme for extending the cruising of the



Oxford and South Bucks, cont.

Thames from Inglesham (above Lechlade) to Cricklade. There will be a gathering of boats at
Lechlade with a Barbecue on the Saturday evening and a procession of small boats from
Lechlade towards Cricklade on Sunday morning. Details from Mrs Janet Ridley, 12 Bernard
Close, Yarnton, Oxford; phone Kidlington 78149.

Inland Shipping Committee Notes

Water Freight 80’s: It is with great regret that we have to announce the cancellation of the
Exhibition in Limehouse Basin which was intended to form part of the Water Freight 80’s
event.

Details of the Conference on 29-30 March, 1982 may be obtained from: The Hon. Secretary,
National Waterways Transport Association, Melbury House, Melbury Terrace, London,
NWi1.

How you can help us to help you
In compiling future issues of Windlass, it helps
us to know your reactions to its contents and
to have your suggestions for subjects which

you would like to see included.

Please complete and return the coupon - you
can always photostat this page if you don’t
want to cut your copy of Windlass.

O

Very acceptable

1. |find the new concise format of Windlass
Acceptable ]

O

Unacceptable

2. |should like to see articles on the following topics in future issues of
Windlass—

3. My principal interest in waterways is—

Boating L] Restoration Ol
Angling ] Photography L]
Walking ] Painting/Drawing L]
Nature conservation ] Just sitting ]

)

Commercial usage

5. | prefer features of
] Local interest ]
6. Please give below any other comments you may have on Windlass—

National interest

Please return this coupon to:
Windlass, 204 Kew Road, Richmond, Surrey, TW9 2AS




Lee Valley Park
Waterways Festival
5-6 June, 1982

As part of the English Tourist Board’s
promotion for 1982 - Maritime England Year,
Hertfordshire Branch, in conjunction with
the Lee Valley Park, are arranging a special
Waterways Festival on the River Lee at
Broxbourne. Full details, including a map
and details of local attractions and facilities
will be sent on receipt of the tear-off form
below. A barbeque and entertainment will be
held on Saturday, 5 June at 8pm at a cost of
£2.00 per person. To assist catering
arrangements all tickets must be ordered in
advance. Non-boat owning IWA members
are invited to join us for the evening.

The event is supported by the Thames &
Chilterns Tourist Board, British Waterways
Board and Lee Valley Regional Park
Authority. Moorings will be available for
over 100 boats. Boat owners are asked to
arrive at least one hour before the official
opening at 11.00am on Saturday, 5 June.
Friends wishing adjacent mooring will be
accommodated, subject to space being
available, provided entries are returned
together giving a note of the particular
requirements. All entrants will receive a
commemorative plaque.

The return of the tear-off form will be
deemed to acknowledge acceptance that
neither the organisers, BWB, LVRPA nor
the IWA accept responsibility for any loss,
injury or damage to individuals or their boats
whilst attending the Festival.

Return to Harbourmaster—Mr. R. R. Sherwood, 61 Meadow Croft, Hatfield,
Herts AL10 0SG (Hatfield 69112 after 6 pm)

1. Nameoferaft.. ... oo o

2 EDeSCHPHON, . .oovvve s soeen e e

Overall length including fender, etc ............ Beam......... Bratt... 5. ..
3. - Estimated date andtimieBfamival. ....... .o i BUESR L S,
4. Esfimated date and timeofdeparture ..................ccociiiiiiiiiiiiinn,
B:- NO=OTEIeW - i von s Aoults. ... 55 o Chlldren. ....c...- ...
0. “Qwnersname. ... ... 0 . Addressiiatiiimmal.. ...

................................................... Telephonedd s U anetla
Entry fee £6 plus......... barbeque tickets at£2.00 =£............ Cheque/PO enclosed
S TTOT 15,0 s e T T Lo R St s e 1 B Date: it . oo oo

I will display a poster advertising the Festival if one is sent to me.YES/NO
I will help on site during Saturday and Sunday.YES/NO (Day.................. )

| confirm that my vessel is covered for third barty insurance for a minimum of £50,000.




