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PSEUDO
VINDLASS

Emergency stopgap edition

As you probably know Windlass has been suffering from a few problems and con-
sequently the April edition had to be abandoned, - so too has the June edition.
However, here is an emergency edition 'Pseudo-Windlass' which has been assembled
very quickly in order that events during the summer should be publicised. During
the next few weeks Windlass will be undergoing a face-lift, and hopefully will
appear in August/September and then regularly every two months.

Owing to the inevitable confusion during the change of editor, some articles,
letters, small ads stc may have become mislaid, for this I apologise. Your
contributions will be more than welcome and certainly necessary in order to
establish a lively regional magazins.

During the last few months several important svents have been taking placs.
One such event was the publication of the Green Paper on the Water Industry, a
fuller account of the paper and the IWA attitude to it will be published in the
next issue. Another issue of concern is the Anglian Water Authority Bill -
again more details will be published in the next issue. Howsver, should you want
to know more about either of the above I suggest you contact your Branch Committee

Captain Lionel Munk retired as Chairman of the S E Region Committes at the AGM
on 6 May. Lionel has made a substantial contribution to the Region, for a
fuller report of his activities ses the next issus.

With the retirement of Captain Lionel Munk, Geoff Mathews has been slected
as the new Region Chairman. See the next issue for an in-depth article on
Geoff - his bsliefs and opinions.

Finally, thanks to Peter Hill who produced Windlass for the last couple of year:

CHARITY DOCK - CORRECTION

In his letter in the February issue of Windlass, Mr M J Dobson referred to

a rumour that Charity Dock was to be closed. Howsver, we are very glad to
announce that this is not the case. We have been informed by the ouwners

of Charity Dock that the rumour is completely unfounded. They say that they
have no intention whatsosver of closing down and that they are continuing

to provide a full service to narrow boats and all canal craft.
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The views expressed by contributors are not necessarily those either of the
Editor or of the Council of the Inland Waterways Association.

Do you disagree with the way the IWA is run? Should IWA ties be red instead of
blue? Why not keep fibre-glass boats off the cut?

Whatever you think, let other members know your views by writing to the
letters page.

In order that the magazine can be produced on schedule in future it will be
necessary to impose copy dates which will have to be kept.

The next issue will be published at the beginning of September and the
copy date will be 31 July.

A schedule for the next 12 months will be given in the next issuse,

STRUCTURAL CONSERVATION OFFICER

The Guildford Branch is looking for someone to replace Roger Penney the
SCD who is retiring from the post. Anyone interested in waterway build-
ings or structure who feels he or she would like to tackle this please
apply to Guildford Branch Secretary.

An Hen. Secretary is despsrately needed for the Inland Shipping Group.
If you think you might be able to help please contact Fred Doerflinger,
12 Denewood Road, Highgate, London N6.

VICTORIA PARK RALLY 1977: \Volunteers are urgently needed to help
organise and run this rally. If you think you could help on the
organising committee, or if you would like to help at the rally (there
are always 1001 jobs to do) then please contact Glenn Knight, 25 Tudor Way,
Hillingdon, Middx UB10 9AA (Uxbridge 35039 - evenings).

A meeting will be arranged as soon as possible.



Branch News

LONDON BRANCH

As a result of the Branch AGM held on 18 March the Branch Committee now has many
new faces. The Committee has got off to a good start and hopefully this will be
reflected in events and decisions taken during the forthcoming year.

Local Mestings: It has been agreed to hold local meetings of the Branch around the
London area in order to reach members who find it difficult to attend Branch meet-
ings at The Albert., These local meetings will be in addition to the regular monthly
meetings at The Albert. The first one is going to be held at the Uxbridge
Cruising Club on Friday October 8th. Mr R T Putnam will give an illustrated talk
on "The Last Few Years of Commercial Carrying on the Grand Union".

If any members know of other suitable venues in the London Branch area and
think that there will be sufficient local interest perhaps they could contact
John King, 15 Brampton Road, East Ham E6 (552 6318 - evenings).

Sponsored Walk: The Branch is planning a sponsored walk on Sunday 19 September.
The route is currently being planned, and it is hoped to include the Limehouss Cut,
Regents Canal and the Hertford Union. For further details see the next issue of
Windlass,

Jubilee Branch Rally: It is hoped to run a rally during the Spring Bank Holiday
next year to coincide with the National Jubilee celebrations. The site currently
being investigated is Victoria Park at the junction of the Grand Union and Hertford
Union Canals.

A complete organising committes is required and members living in East London
would be especially welcome.

It is more important now than ever that the London Branch holds a rally during
1977 and this won't be possible without the support and help of many people. If
you think you can help in any way at all, no matter what your skills ars, pleasse
contact as soon as possible Glenn Knight, 25 Tudor Way, Hillingdon, Middlesex
UB10 9AA (Uxbridge 35039 - evenings).

Remember this is your opportunity to show the public what the IWA and waterways
ars all about.

HERTFORDSHIRE BRANCH
COMING EVENTS

Wednesday 30 June: Alan 0Oldfield will talk on the Water Space Amenity Advisory
Council,

There will be no branch mestings in July or August.

Wednesday 29 September: Bring and buy sale - details to be announced later

Wednesday 27 October: Joint meeting with GUCS at Rickmansworth Hockey Club

Wednesday 24 November: Illustrated talk by John Humphries

The Bull public house at Stanborough, Welwyn, is the venue for most of the
Branch meetings, although occasional meetings are held at the Rickmansworth



Hockey Club in conjunction with the Grand Union Canal Society. The 'Bull' is
a spacious and comfortabhle Whitbread pub situated off the B197 about 200 yards
from the Al (M), two miles north of Hatfield. All members are invited to
attend the meetings which are always held at 8 pm on the last Wednesday of
each month except July, August and December.,

Dobbs Weir Water Festival (29-31 May 1976): The accounts for this event have
not yet been finalised but a direct profit of about £500 will be shared between
the Branch and the Region. Apart from fund raising considerable publicity was
obtained for the IWA. The Branch Publicity Officer (John Jarvis) was given a
five-minute spot on BBC Radio London. Public attendance totalled about 5,000.
The local MP, Mr Stan Newens opened the Festival,

There is no doubt that the Festival provided a valuable 'Shop-Window' for
Waterway organisations and the interest shown by the public in our activities
will, in itself, be sufficient reward for the time and money spent by the
organisers in arranging this venture.

L

CHELMSFORD BRANCH

COMING EVENTS

Thursday 8 July: Meet at Heybridge Lock at 8 pm. An outdoor branch social/walk
August: Possible visit to a Tythe Mill - more details later

Thursday 14 October: Wine and Cheese party to be held in the Civic centre at
Chelmsford, 8 pm.

OXFORD BRANCH

New Committee Members: Following the AGM in March the following new Committee
Members have been elected:- George Hicks, Roger Cangston, Mrs Marjorie Jones,
Mrs Pam Pugh and Miss Rosemary Wain,.

Dennis Jones is the Oxford Branch's new Chairman, taking over from Mike Warner.
Thanks to Mike for his two years unstinting work during which time our membership
has continued to grow. Mike has also been responsible for initiating work parties
along the Oxford Canal - he pursues this interest in his present role with Allan
Lawrence as Working Parties Organiser.

Miss Rosemary Wain has taken over from Dennis Jones as Treasurer, [Mrs Pam
Pugh has become Hon. Secretary. Thanks again to Jack Taphouse who has so ably
undertaken this office over the past years.

A full list of officers and addresses will be published at the start of the
Autumn Season.

COMING EVENTS

Saturday July 10th: Summer Barbecue 8,00pm to 1.00am
At the Barn, Manor Farm, Thrupp.

This is a fundraising effort, following the successful Christmas Dance. Ue
hope to see about 250 people, so bring your friends and enjoy yourselves., Thers
will be traditional dancing to the Beaker Group and the Thrsewheelers; a spit
roast, with plenty of other refreshments; licensed bar and car parking space.

Admission is by ticket only, cost £2.50, obtainable from Dennis Jones, 74 Hill
Road, Watlington, Oxon, Telephone 2792 Watlington.

Our programme Sub Committee is busy working out next year's activities. Mestings



will start again after the summer holiday on the second Wednesday of September.
We hope to see you there. A new fixture card will be sent to you giving dates and
events,

WORKING PARTIES

Working parties continue to help clear the canalside near Isis Lock. The trees

and shrubs planted in March are flourishing and much of the dead undergrowth has
been cleared away. Further parties are planned on a monthly basis - we need as much
help as possible. If you are interested and would like further details contact:
Mike Warner, 3 The Tennis, Cassington (Tel. Cassington 880201) or Allan Lauwrencs,
Stonecroft, Great Milton (Tel. Great Milton 236).

TONBRIDGE BRANCH

The Branch Annual General Mesting was reasonably well attended and your new
committee consists of the following people:-

Chairman: Ron Stainton, Secretary: Geoffrey Clarke, Treasurer: Eric Sherman,
Publicity: Reg Hallwood, Sales: Brian Andrews, Social Secretary: Iain Ruck,
Memberships: Anne Vernmon, Conservation: Chris Graves, Working Parties:
Carlisle Smith,

COMING EVENTS

Sunday June 27th: "Gathering" on the Medway either by boat or other means. At
Golden Green at the basin between East Lock and Oak Weir, Map Ref. 1" Ord.
Survey Sheet 171. 648 473. Open to members and friends. Bring picnic lunch.
From 10.00am onwards.

Saturday July 24th: Maidstone Carnival UWe regard this as our main fund raising
effort this year and hope members will rally round and volunteer to help as
stewards, marshalls, manning a stall or in various other ways. It is hoped we
can enter a float. Please contact: Ian Ruck, 11 Wickendesn Crescent,
Willesborough, Ashford, Kent. Tel., Ashford 26792,

Sunday September 19th: Trip in sailing barge "Cabby". This is the last wooden
sailing barge to be built at Strood (1928) and has been chartered for this day
trip, commencing at 9.00am from Strood Pier, which is adjacent to Strood Railuway
Station and Rochester Bridge. Bring warm clothing, packed lunch including liquid
refreshment.

The trip is limited to 36 persons. Apply to Ian Ruck (address above) enclosing
cheque £3.50 per person, payable to Tonbridge Branch IWA, as soon as possible.

GUILDFORD BRANCH

Annual General Meeting: The new Committee elected at the A.G.M., and the
Officers subsequently elected by that Committee, are as follows: Chairman:
Michael McGrath, Vice-Chairman: Harley Watkins, Secretary: Tony Davis,
Treasurer: Marion Heffer, Committee Members: Geoffrey Bailey, Gwendoline
Dougherty, Dick Harper-White, Jeffrey Holman, Geoffrey Lane, Geoffrey Matthews
and Ian Ross. Thanks are recorded for the past services of retiring Committee
Members, Maurice Allen, Sally Ash and Geoffrey Sweet.

Surrey Amenity Council: A vacancy now exists to fill the seat that we have on
this body, and we are seeking the services of someone suitable to represent us,
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Meetings are quarterly, at Guildford. Perhaps one of those members who have
said that they would like to help, but cannot spare time to come on a committee
or Rally Committes, might like to consider this slightly less onerous, but
important task. Applications, please, to the Secretary.

COMING EVENTS

Henley Gathering of Boats: The Henley Boat Show is a new event on the river
this year, and the I.W.A. have been invited to run an event in conjunction

with it. The show itself will open on four days, September 2/3/4/5, and the
I.W.A. Sales/Recruitment Stand will be in attendance all the time. le have
decided to organise an "I.W.A. Henley Gathering of Boats" on 4th and 5th only.
This will be run on more informal lines than a normal Rally; and of course the
I.W.A. will not be concerned in any way with the organisation of the main event.
However, the organisers have agreed to promote the I.W.A. as the Show Charity,
and to lay on all the requisite services for boat entrants. In addition we

will be organising a social event for crews and members on the Saturday evening.
The entry form will be found elsewhere in this issue., The entry fee of £2 will
include free entry to the show site, free ferry facilities, and a commemorative
plague. In addition we have negotiated a special licence rate from the Thames
Water Authority for boats coming from other waterways, at:a reduced fee of

£7,20 for the six days 2nd-7th September inclusive, for any length of boat.
Applications for these special licences should be made to the Assistant
Divisional Manager (Finance), Thames Water, Thames Conservancy Division, Nugent
House, Vastern Road, Reading, quoting "Henley Gathering of Boats". Come and
help us show the flag at Henley. Come where the water is!

General Mesting: Please make a note now that the first meeting of next winter's
session will be a special onse in conjunction with the Southampton Canal Society,
at Southampton, on September 2nd, when the subject will be the "Itchen
Navigation". Full details in August "Windlass".

Boat Trip: We are chartering the pleasure cruiser "Victoria" for a four hour
trip on the Chelmer and Blackwater Navigation on Sunday September 26th. This
is a rare opportunity to visit a waterway outside our own area. A coach will
be run, starting from Guildford at about 10a.m. and picking up at Woking and
Esher en route. The boat trip will commence at 2p.m. and the return to
Guildford will be about 8.30p.m. The cost of the coach/boat trip will be £2.35
per person. To keep the cost down we thought it would be preferable to allow
everyone to bring their own packed lunches, which can be taken at Little Baddow
before the commencement of the trip., Places will be allocated strictly in
receipt of application, to the first 48 members, accompanied by remittance and
SAE sent to: R. Harper-White, 25 Jubilee Crescent, Addlestons, Surrey; and
further details will be sent nearer the time to all who are coming.

If you want to help the Association but don't fancy navvying, read on:

We are loocking for people to help in the running of the Region's
various exhibition and sales stands. We are already committed to
attending a number of shows both of National and Local importance.

These events mostly occur at weekends although in a few cases some
weskdays are covered.

This is an essential way of raising money and recruiting more members,
and often most enjoyabls.

If you can spare a few weekends during the coming summer, wherever you
live in the region, please contact:

RAY CARTER, 56 Oakdene Drive, Tolworth, Surbiton, Surrey or telephone
during the daytime Leatherhead 77671,




IWA HENLEY GATHERING OF BOATS

in conjunction with Henley Boat Show September 4th and 5th 1976

ENTRY FORM

Name of craft: ceeeccceccccccssccsccsccsssossscescscocsscooscosscssoscsccosacce
TYPB: cccccccscsssocsccsccsoscessscsssoscssssssssscssssosssosocsssosscscscssssscscocs
Centre/Forward/Aft ,cockpit

Length: cecesesccscssssscocsooscscsssssscccsossosossassssssssccsssocoscssssssscsssos
Drafts eeeececccescoscoccsccosossocsesssosscsssssoasessesccssososscssossscsccce
BBAM: ceoeccccccscsecssscssssooossosssscssssesssssossssssssssssssscccscssscssans
NOo 1N CTBW: secsecsescoscsssssssosccssssecsssssscsscssssoscoscscasacsosocss
EeTeA2 cocsocceccoscsccssssososcososssscosssscosscsssssssososossscossssesssocosssne
ArTiving fTOM: eccessscscccccssssoccscscssssscsscosssssssscscssssscsocscscssscocccce
For our own information please tick if you have applied to the TWA for a
special 1iCENCB eessccccccocccocssssssscsccccssoososssssssssossoscsccocssssossss
Parties of friends who would like to moor tngethsr are requsested to send
entries in the same enveibpe. If you would be willing to help at the event

please tick NBTE sececscecscsccooscccossssssssocssssscsscossscosscccccccscosse

I enclose Cheque/P.0. made payable to "IWA Henley Gathering of Boats 1976"
far £2.

NBME e a0 o' s 00 oo s e oiaivnessivesssiesessesissses. 1L NI seecedessesvesessoes
AdDOATBSS coecocososscsssosscsesessssssossesoscssossescssososssosescssoscsssosncscsscss

0600000000000 00000060000000000000000000000000000000600000000000000000000000000

I understand that no liability is accepted for loss, damage or injury, houw-
ever sustained, by the Organisers, the IWA or TWA.

5igned eecsessecscscscscscsscccscsscsscscssesscsce DALE cocesccescccscccccncecs
Promoted by the Guildford Branch of the Inland Waterways Association.
Completed forms and entry fees to be sent to: Mike McGrath, 2 Weir Court,
Thames Street, Weybridge, Surrey.

Boats not registered on the Thames should complete the form belouw.

To: IWA Henley Gathering of Boats, Assistant Divisional Manager (Finance),
Thames Water, Thames Conservancy Division, Nugent House, Vastern Road,
Reading, Berks.

Please supply a licence application form for the IWA Henley Gathering of
Boats for six days, any length of boat, for £7.20.
NBME cecoooccssessssssssssssoscossossessssasssssccsoossssssssessssssscscscccccss

ADOTESS seccevesocosccsssssssssscsscssssssosossocsssssscesoossssssssssoscsccossccs




AT LAST THE ROVING REPORTER SPEAKS !!

With no expense spared we have managed to secure the services of the mysterious
Waterways Roving Reporter. He (or is it she? - the mystery deepens) will
regularly write for the magazine. UWe see the first report below.

THE ROVER SPEAKS &

How are you coping with the current restrictions on cruising? Personally I find
it difficult to get anywherse as permitted cruising hours uncannily coincide with
hostelry opening hours. I am told that some people seem to think that the lock-
keeper is doing it to be difficult. This is not true. In one area the lock-
keepers were called to a mesting and told that if they lst anyone through outside
of the permitted hours they would be sacked - and to most this would mean eviction
as well,

The Mikron Theatre are very worried about the restrictions., If they miss dates
they don't get paid and if they don't get paid they will become bankrupt. Seo if
you see them please give them priority and remember that they do more to publicise
our cause than all the other events put together. (A full report and itinery will
be given in the next issue - ed.)

I can also now reveal a gallant but foolhardy attempt by a group of misguided
colleagues of mine who, in desperation, tried to leass the K and A steam dredger
to lift their boats around the locks. Regrettabl: the K and A wanted £10,000 per
week for it so they could pay BWB to pay contractors to re-open their canal.,
Unfortunately the Surrey and Hampshire society beat them to it.

Is there any truth in the rumour that The Shovel at Cowley Lock is entering for
the Watney's Pub-of-the-Year Award?

Einéil]. adSeee

NEW! JOHN GAGG'S BOOK OF CANAL TUNNELS
Ashford to Woodteys-Dudley to Dunsley.

Past and present, legging, digging, pictures
galore, lengths in metres - including
Galton! Also Locks and Narrow Canals,

Each 59p post free. £1.11 for two, £1.66

for three. Shootacre House, Princes
Risborough, Bucks.

2/4 berth sturdy Marine ply Clinker built
18 ft cruiser, beam 6' 6", of charm and
character. Excellent condition, Foreward
drive, Teleflex controls, 10 h.p. Johnson,
new rear hood, cooker, toilet, many extras
£675, with snipe 3000 trailer. £850

Tel: Weybridge 49306.

FOR SALE 30ft steel hull canal boat,

RIVER/CANAL 20' x 7' Morris Vedette, fully
equipped, portable canopy and curtains

'0 So Kool'., Offers.

Boat is moored at 'Horshams', Boulters
Lock Island, Maidenhead Tel: Maidenhead
25203,

WATERWAYS WORLD First 40 issues (1972-
1975)., Complete in three binders. Offers,
21 Hambledon Court, Holmwood Gardens,
Wallington, Surrey.

MOORING WANTED Young couple would like
(pref. residential) mooring for 55 ft trad
N.B. Within commuting distance of London.
Short lease considered. Tel: M Dixon

01 693 3986.

HOW MANY Council meetings has Peter Harrison

attended?

Issued by CoNAC (Committee for a Non-
Absentee Council), 119a Gloucester Road,
London Sw7.

built 1973, 2/4 berth, fully fitted,
cooker, fridge, hé&c, shower etc 8 h.p.
Briggs & Stratton engine, moored Thrupp,
Oxford. £4,000 ono, Tel: 01 478 8034

STAMP OUT CRUISING
Bring back boating

LUXURY 36 ft STEEL HULL, NARROW BOAT,
Sabb 10 h.p. engine, new 1974, 4 berth,
fridge, cooker, showsr, water heater,
electric and gas lighting - rarely
used, sadly must sell - £7,500 - seen
river stort. Tel: Albury 200

FOR SALE Dolphin 19. 4 berth, completely
overhauled 1975. Beautiful condition,
cooker, toilet, helmsman's seat, new hood.
Johnson 6 h.p. outboard with rudder.
Moored Tring Summit. Ready to cruise.
£900 ono. Chesham 5906.



You want it,
We do it!

Gilbert Brothers have been specialising
in the repair and refitting
of all types of both traditional
and modern narrow-boats
for many years.
Marine engineers, we take particular pride
in our work on wooden craft.
In our large, covered dry-
dock, we undertake welding, painting
and signwriting, as well as full surveys.
Well situated on the Coventry Canal, we offer
a collection and delivery service.

Gilbert Brothers,
Charity Dock, Furnace Road,
Bedworth, Warwickshire.

Telephone: Bedworth (0203) 313122




