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The Chairman’s Column

The 1958 Season has been wound up with two very successful boat trips. On Sunday, lath
September a party had a trip over the entire length of the Chelmer & Blackwater Navigation.
While the number of people taking part was not as many as usual, this was understandable as
the trip was by nature of being an overflow repeat of the Chelmer trip which was run the pre-
vious Season, it was most enjoyable.

On Sunday, &th October, a full boat load of members and friends had a most interesting
cruise in John James’ boat ‘‘ Jason’ on the Grand Union Canal from Berkhamsted to Rickmans-
worth, Unfortunately the weather for the first part of the trip was appalling but there is good
shelter on ‘* Jason > and except for one or two unfortunates who were assisting in working the
locks, no-one got wet,

This Winter your Commitiee will be busy preparing a programme of trips for the 1858
Neason.

On the 16th October the room which we use at the Princess Louise for our Film Shows was
crowded and those present enjoyed a most interesting progromme of films. For the first part of
the evening 1Inspector Bell of the British Waterways Stalf gave a talk illustrated by a film of the
rebuilding of a lock on the Grand Union Canal. This was very instructive and thoronghly enjoyed
by everybody. For the rest of the evening Mr. Pavid Hutchings, an indefatigable worker for tha
I.W.A. cause in the Midlands, showed several films and slides of recent activities on the Coventry
and Stratford Canals. His commentary was both interesting and amusing and appreciated by
everyone,

When one hears of such activities as thes> and when one considers the very promising con-
tents of the Bowes Report, one can hardly help {->:ling that the situation in regard to the canals
is to say the very least exceedingly promising, and we must all re-double our efforts in regard to
such waterways as the Stratford Canal and the Kennet & Avon, In this connection, by the time
this issue of ‘‘The Windlass ' appears, the first Board Meeting will have been held of The Inland
Waterways Association Ltd. and I am certain that this will herald a rapid improvement of the
situation.

Honorary Secretary’s Notes.

Members may remember that in my notes in a recent issue of '* The Windlass ©* 1 mentioned
that a threat had developed to the Aylesbury arm of the Grand Union Canal in that the Bucking-
hamshire County Council in their development plan for the town of Aylesbury had proposed that
the last part of the canal should be filled in and that the wharf should be converted into a car
park. Your Cominittee were, of course, opposed to this plan and on its publication gave notiee
that they would objeet to it at the public enquiry.
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During this period we kept.in touch with our Member, Mr. Meinertzhagen, who, as some
members may know, hopes to operate hire cruisers on the Aylesbury arm. As a result of Mr.
Meinertzhagen’s application for planning permission to start a hiring business at Ayleshury, the
local authorities decided to withdraw their proposal to fill in the canal, from the County Council
Plan and they wrote to your Committee saying that they felt that this decision would result in
our withdrawing our objections.

As a result of this decision your Committee felt that it was no longer recessary for us to
be represented at the Public Enquiry and we feel that we may safely say that the Aylesbury Arm
is, at least for the meantime, out of danger.

As a result of negotiations with Mr., Meinertzhagen, British Transport Waterways have car-
ried out certain minor repairs on the arm and have dredged the last part of the canal where they
now guarantee a depth of 2ft. 6ins.

It is hoped that Members will now make use of this arm which passes through very pleasant
countryside at the foot of the Northern slopes of the Chilterns. I am told that the top lock at
the junction at Marsworth has been locked all summer but I suggest that if Members arrive with
their boats at the junction and say that they wish to use the arm the key will be found for them;
it was for me two years ago.

It is now proposed that a demonstration cruise should be held on the Aylesbury arm next
March from the evening of 13 March until the evening of 21 March. A notice about this cruise

will be found elsewhere in ‘‘ The Windlass’> and we very much hope that you will join us.
C. B. Grundy.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4th, 1958

Film Show at the Princess Louise, High Holborn at 7.45 p.m. sharp. Coloured film of the
Thames and Kodachrome slides of the Kennet & Avon,

THURSDAY, JANUARY 22nd, 1959

Ilustrated Talk by Mr. L. N. Morton, General Manager of the Willow Wren Carrying Co.,
0}111 the Operation of Commercial Boats on the Canals. Princess Louise, High Holborn, 7.45 p.m.
sharp.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 20th, 1959

ANNUAL DINNER at the Hotel Rembrandt. Please make early application for tickets to
Mr. J. Street, 52, Moreton Street, Westminster, S.W.1. Members 25/-. on-Members 27/6.

SUNDAY, MARCH 1st, 1959

Car Treasure Hunt. Details later.

FRIDAY, 13th MARCH to SATURDAY, 21ist MARCH, 1959

“ OPERATION AYLESBURY”

A Demonstration Cruise from Thames Ditton to Aylesbury and back in several *‘Maid”’
narrow-beam cruisers, the object being to give publicity to our cause and to investigate any navi-
gational problems on the Aylesbury Arm.

No charge will be made for the hire of the boats but there will be charge of about £4 per
head to cover fuel and navigation permits,

Anyone wishing to take part in this cruise should write to Capt. Munk as soon as possible.
Novices are warned that March ig early for cruising and they should bear in mind the need for
really warm clothing and be prepared to put up with the possibility of bad weather!

Privately-owned boats are welcome to join in the cruise and Owners should send details of
their craft as soon as possible to Capt. Munk. All eraft taking part must have a beam of not more
than 7ft. and draft not exceeding 2ft. Gins.
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FROM THE WATERWAY AUTHORITIES
THAMES CONSERVANCY

Eynsham Lock will be closed to traffic from Monday, December 1st to Monday, December
22nd, 1958, inclusive.

Hambleden Lock will be closed to traffic from Monday, January 5th to Monday, January,
19th, 1959, inclusive.

Shiplake Lock will be closed to traffic from Monday, January 5th to Monday, January 19th,
1959, inclusive.

Caversham Lock will be closed to traffic from Monday, January 5th to Monday, January,
19th, 1959, inclusive. ’

Sonning Lock will be closed to traffic from Monday, February 2nd to Monday, February 16th,
1959, inclusive,

Chertsey Lock will be closed for traffic from Monday, February 2nd to Monday, February
23rd, 1959, inclusive.

CHRISTMAS DRAW 1958

You will by now have received a book of Christmas Draw Tickets and I would like to
emphasise that this is YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO SAFEGUARD OUR FUTURE.

Please make every effort to sell your tickets and return counterfoils and money before
December 15th. This is a vital contribution to our cause and we rely on your kind co-
operation,

We are greatly indebted to W. B. Hoseason, Ksq., and Capt. O. M. Watts Titd., for
their generosity in donating prizes.

MORE BOOKS ARE AVAILABLE just send me a card saying how many you would

like.
Brian Ambrose.

BRITISH WATERWAYS. SOUTH EASTERN DIVISION
NOTICE OF STOPPAGE

In connection with the construction of the London to York Motor Road which crosses
the Northampton Arm at Lock No. 12, it has been found necessary to close the canal to naviga-
tion at this point until further notice.

LOCKING UP TIMES

Notice is hereby given that as and from Monday, 20th October, 1958, the following flights
of locks will be open from 6 a.m. until 8 p.m. on weekdays, and from 6 a.m. until 6 p.m. on
Saturdays: MARSWORTH, STOKE BRUERNE, BUCKBY, BRAUNSTON, CALCUTT, STOCK-
TON, RADFORD, HATTON, KNOWLE, HILLMORTON, ATHERSTONE, CURDWORTH,
WATFORD TOP LOCK and FOXTON TOP LOCK, South Leicester Section.

The following locks will be open from 6 a.m. until 6 p.m. on weekdays, but are closed on
Sundays: CAMP HILL, GARRISON LOCKS, BIRMINGHAM,

However, arrangements can be made for the locks to be opened on Sundays upon receipt
of prior notice to: Mr. V. O. Gregory, British Waterways, Birmingham Quay, Sampson Road
North, Birmingham, 11. (Telephone: Birmingham Vietoria 2791).

The Northampton Arm will be closed on Sundays, but any owners of craft wishing to navigate
on a Sunday should give 24 hours notice to: The Depot Superintendent, British Waterways.
Northampton Depot, Old Towcester Road, Northampton. (Telephone: Northampton 31448).

BY ORDER,
. C. SAYWO0OD, DIVISIONAL MANAGER.
““ Willow Grange,”’
Church Road,

Watford, Herts,
Telephone number: Watford 26422,
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READING TO BATH IN EIGHT DAYS

We entered the Kennet Navigation from the Thames one Monday morning in July. At
Blake’s Lock, the Thames Conservancy Lock Keeper was unable to give us any information about
the Navigation, but warned us to keep to the mniddle as two boys had recently sunk their canoe,
after striking some old iron—and prepared to meet the unknown.

We had not taken a windlass, although we have subsequently used a number of locks on
the way to Newbury, so after paying Mr. Purton 3s. 1d. at Bear Wharf for the 18} miles to
Newbury, we started our first portage over County Lock 106, This is an awkward portage as it
is necessary to cross the narrow footbridge; the use of the lock is most worthwhile,

. After five more portages, we camped by the towpath in a lovely pasture above Theale. The

Enterprise’s regular trips had almost eliminated weeds, as far as Burghfield Bridge—and since the
reopening of Burghfield Lock later in July, the passage of boats has much eased weed conditions
up to the tail of Sulhamstead Lock 100-—the present limit of navigability.

On Tuesday morning we were chased by swans below Ufton Lock 98. They made a terrific
din, flying behind us at water level. Perhaps they were trying to tell us that we had missed the
lock cut, as they gave a repeat performance when we turned back! Below Hale’s Lock 98 is a
steel barge which was washed onto the bank, when a gate blew. This was a temporary adjustable
gate that had been over-widened for this broad Kennet Navigation Lock. We made only 12 miles
with 10 portages on this day, having been impeded by weed and a late start after shopping. We
camped alongside Widmead Lock 89 after paddling through a jungle of bamboos. This lock to-
gether with Bulls Lock 88 formed the only serious obstacles to navigation in the 9 miles down-
stream from Newbury—Padworth Lock 96.

Wednesday morning we were further delayed by the thickest weed so far encountered be-
tween Bulls and Ham Locks. This weed rather defeats the usefulness of the newly re-gated Ham
Loock 87. It is easier to use the river, thus by-passing both Bulls and Ham Locks; especially if
going downstream.

We arrived at the boating station of John Gould (Waterways) Limited at mid-day and were
greeted by a wave from the Goulds on board the stern wheeler Formidable, and feasted for four
hours on John Gould’s knowledge of the Kennet and Avon.

The canal and locks at Newbury form a model of what the whole Canal should be, and then
how fine would be the amenities. At Newbury, we left the Kennet Navigation with its wide turf-
sided locks and many swing bridges, and started on the canal proper, with brick lock chambers
and brick bridges.

At our next delightful camp site—Copse l.ock 80 almost opposite Hamstead Park, we dis-
covered the loss of our spirit stove which entailed a fruitless walk back to Guyers Lock B4, in-
stead of an evening stroll through the parlk.

Alongside the park, the canal is widened to form a series of flashes which would provide
most desirable moorings for the Newbury based cruisers, if only Guyers Lock 84 could be repaired
—one bottom gate is broken away from the heel post. .

Despite an early start next morning, we were unable to reach Hungerford before early closing.
The railway bridge works at Avington, which on subsequent trips we avoided by entraining be-
tween Kintbury and Hungerford without unbuilding the canoce, caused us some delay and we
wasted many man-hours of B.R. employees. However, an engineer’s wife very kindly cooked our
meat and provided us with some tea.

At Dun Mill Lock 75 we were disgusted to see the most substantial dam on the sill below
the top gates; bottom gates are sound and workable., There are three further dams (Nos. 70, 67
and 64) before the summit is reached. We camped alongside Little Bedwyn Lock 67 in the centre
of the village, yet no-one was about, and we had to knock on the inn door to obtain refreshment.
We wondered where the people were!

On Friday, the sun beat mercilessly down upon us as we portaged laboriously up the unine
locks of the Crofton flight. One pound was 4ft. 6ins. deep (the statutory depth) but we had plenty
of water after a muddy launch. A visit to the Crofton Pumping Plant formed a pleasant break,
but with the Lancashire boilers in steam and the James Watt beam-engine pump lifting 10 precious
tons per minute onto the sumanit, it really was hot inside. This plant is only run for a few hours
each week and keeps the 1i-mile pound 2ft. 9ins low. Just a few more hours pumping each week
would gradually raise this level and reduce the weed problem. However, this plant has an overall
efficiency of only 3% so the installation of an unattended electric pump would be a cheaper solution.
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Crofton Top Lock commands a wonderful view of the undulating countryside and from the
canal lock, nearly 450 feet above sea level, we felt a great sense of achievement.

After this, how cool and refreshing is the clear weed-free water of the 502 yd. Bruce Tunnel.
The headroom is so great that it is light even in the centre. We had to go back to explore the
towpath of course, and how cool and refreshing was the ale at the Savernake Inn up above.

We had completed our 36 mile climb of the summit, but decided to camp at the four Woeoton
River locks so that the next day we should be free from portage. This was just as well for it was
raining hard when we struck camp outside the empty lock-keeper’s cottage and boarded Aerius off
a B.T.W. barge. The green carpet of lemna minor (common duckweed) was broken only by large
raindrops, so we spurted to reach the next bridgehole. We had lunch at Honey Street, where a
“ floating ’ bridge, now hard aground at its eunds, forced us to get out and slide over. Surely,
Simmonds could afford an overhead footbridge?

We were anxious to reach Devizes before closing time (shops, not pubs) for our foodstocks
were low and we still had no cooking stove. The weed became thicker, taking on an odoriferous
purple colour as we approached Devizes, arriving with only a few minutes left for shopping. How-
ever, we acquired a Radius pressure stove, which we can thoroughly recommend for vanoe camp-
ing; also quantities of food. We paddled on to Devizes Top Lock 50, and lifting Aerius onto our
portable trolley, started an easy 2 mile portage downhill by road, while the canal fell 237 feet
through 29 loeks.

Of these the Caenhill flight of 17 locks soaring up the hillside forms one of the most impres-
sive sights on the canal. The locks, now dry, look enormously deep, for the depth over the sills
is increased to allow navigable depth during water shortage.

Below Foxhangers Loock 22, where we camped, there is plenty of water almost weed-free, 94
miles through to Bradford. The five locks at Seend and the two loeks at Semington appear work-
able, so this could form a fine cruising ground from Devizes. However, the canal is rather ex-
posed to the westerly wind, and wé were forced to tow for a few miles. This is quite easy with
the towline attached to a suitable point on the gunwales.

Below Bradford Lock, in very sound condition, we found the water level so low that launch-
ing off the wharf into rubbish-strewn mud seemed an unattractive proposition., We therefore por-
taged 100 yards and camped on the slope between the canal and the river Avon. We obtained
water and excellent milk and eggs at Barton Farm adjoining the fine 13th Century Tithe Barn. In
the evening light, we orossed the tiny 14th Century bridge and felt that we must be nearing some
Continental town, so attractive and foreign is the nature of the jumble of roofs and gables strewn
on the hillside,

Next morning we paddled up the Avon into Bradford, and found this most convenient for
visiting the Saxon and Norman churches, Paddling downstream again, we felt it a great pity
that the Avon Navigation had not been extended to Bradford; mill rights or flooding may have
prevented this.

At Avoncliff Weir we were faced with the apparently impossible task of ecarrying our 35in,
beam ecraft down the steep steps only 18ins. wide, but managed. The alternative is a long portage
through nettles on the opposite bank., We moored under the aqueduet and inspected the stop-
gates, after which the canal is dry; So mueh so that the canal bottom had been mown recently.
The lenger this condition persists, the more damage will be done to the clay puddle and the prob-
lem of leakage further aggravated.

Above Limpley Stoke Weir we portaged up the canal embankment and along the towpath to
the stop gates, finding the views from the elevated canal—especially from the Dundas Aqueduct
quite magnificent, although going on the river Avon would have been muech faster. While not
helpful to navigation, we thought the water lilies most decorative.

The canal noew contours along the Avon Valley into Bath, and is fed by a small stream and
diesel pump at Claverton. Stop gates at Bathampton, closed to keep rival nesting swans apart,
caused an annoying portage. Beyond Bathampton very heavy blanket weed forced us to tow, but
we paddled through the two tunnels of 59 and 53 yards, and under a maze of bridges to Bath Top
Lock 13. Here we met an 83 year old Salvation Army colonel who was charming, He was amazed
to hear that we had canoed from London.

Using the trolley past the flight of 7 locks, in sound condition, we again launched into the
Avon. At Weston lock 6 we paid a toll of 10s. return to Bristol —Hanham Lock 1, with use of
locks. We locked through Weston and camped as soon as we had passed through Bath. Next
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morning, we woke to find our tent surrounded by steers with one munching Margarets plastic
mac!  Fortunately, they went away before we had breakfasted, and struck camp. We obtained a
windlass from the lock-keeper at Kelston and had a very pleasant paddle down to Hanham, Han-
ham lock-keeper is most informative and transit through this lock took longer than any portage!
If we had arrived a few minutes earlier we could have locked through with the tar barg ‘Darby,’
whose daily trip to Bath forms at present the only commercial traffic.

A few yards beyond this lock, we were on water controlled by the Port of Bristol Authority.
We camped alongside the ferry at Beese's Tea (tardens, the handiest point for Bristol. Canoes
are not allowed on a floating harbour, while the tar film on the water above Netham Weir does
not add to the attractions there.

After two days’ stay in Bristol we canoed to Bath on our return journey and were on the
Thames in Reading in less than four hours’ time after leaving the Avon. The outward trip had
taken nearly eight days.

So ended a most enjoyable and exciting trip.

Ray Glaister.

FROM OUR ROVING REPORTER . ...

Early on Sunday, 12th October last, a great assembly of boats and vehicles converged on the
Canal Basin at Coventry for this was another demonstration cruise organised Hy the Coventry Canal
Society and the Stratford Canal Society. This was not, however, the first time that such a thing
had happened, a previous show having %aken place some months back,

All types of boats were there from small cabin cruisers, pontoons, canoes, open motor boats
and sailing boats, but not a rowing boat amongst them. TLorries and cars transported the boats
and these ranged from the expensive large fast cars to bubble cars. Placarded with large banners
all over the procession moved off through the streets of Coventry spaced well out and stretching
in all to at least half a mile,

It was a lovely morning after the rain during the night and hefore long the sun was shining
warmly from an almost cloudless sky and it soon became a warm summer’s day (in October). The
route of the convey was through Kenilworth, Warwick, Leamington and Stratford-on-Avon with
stops in strategic places to see that all the followers were there. A tour of Stratford to show the
flag and then on again through the lovely Warwickshire countryside (and many of us in the Lon-
don area do not realise what a lovely county Warwickshire is) through Bearley, Wooton Wawen,
and Henley-in-Arden to Preston Bagot.

At Preston Bagot the local constable had the unusual experience of heavy traffic as the convoy
came to a halt by a farm. Trailers were quickly uncoupled and pushed through part of the farm-
yard to the canal where many willing hands soon had the 40 boats in the water. Fishermen found
the exercise not to their liking and before long many were packing up and cursing the boats.
However, when told that the alternative to a navigable waterway was a rubbish tip they went
home with something to think about.

An early lunch and the boats moved off, some of the bigger boats taking M.P’s and others
V.I.P’s and a halt was called on the aqueduct nt Wooton Wawen where the canal crosses the main
road from Birmingham. Many motorists passing beneath must have wondered what was going on.
A further two miles and the first lock was encountered but not being workable boats were carried
round and the second aqueduct at Bearley was inspected, this latter one being much longer.

The canal is carried in a cast iron trough ‘500 feet long on 13 brick piers and today is in
wonderful condition, having been erected in 1813.

By this time it was time to return to the starting point and so as the sun was setting Pres-
ton Bagot was once more reached. Many hands made light work of reloading the boats and one
by one the participants in this enjoyable demonstration cruise departed for home. Our congratu-
lations go to those who organised it and we give thanks for such a fine and warm day to crown
it all.

STOP PRESS NEWS

Volunteers are urgently required to help man the I.W.A. stand at the fortheoming National
Boat Show. Will those who are able to help kindly contact Capt., L. R. Munk, Ferry Yacht
Station, Thames Ditton, Surrey.
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From the Editor’s Cabin

I am sorry that once again our feature ** Waterways of The Home Counties has had to
be held over until the next issue as our funds will not allow us to increase the size of ‘‘The
Windlass 7 at the present time.

One of the most important events since the publication of the last issue is the opening f

the yacht basin at St. Pancras. Formerly a coal basin it has been dredged and completely reno-
vated to provide moorings for sixiy pleasure craft. This is the first of a number of inland harbours
to be provided at various points by British Waterways. The official opening was carried out by
Sir Reginald Kerr on October 6th. Those present included the Mayors of Paddington and St
Pancras and also a large number of newspaper reporters.
: On October the 13th, a 30,000 ton land slip occured at Church Minshull, near Nantwich, on
the Shropshire Union Canal. About three million gallons of water drained away and craft had to
be diverted to the Trent & Mersey Canal. Tt is thought that the burrowings of a water rai may
have started the trouble, the water, incidentally, flowed into the river Weaver which runs not far
from and at a lower level than the canal. Brilish Waterways tackled the job without delay and
effected repairs on a ““round the clock’ rota.

According to *“ Worlds Fair’’ plans are going ahead to hold a river carnival on the Thames
at Maidenhead next Summer. A barbecue near Ray Mill Island is being plauned. Lord Astor,
(High Steward of the borough) has consented to act as patron.

No doubt most members read in the daily press about, Mr. Hugh Malet’s crossing of Britain
and Eire in a 16ft, craft “The Mary Ann.’ His trip lasted three months, starting from the
Thames he navigated the Regents Canal, Grand Union and so on to Ellesmere Port on the Mer-
sey ; the “Mary Ann’’ continued her journey to Eire on a cargo boat. Once there he navigated
the Rivers Liffey and Shannon, the Grand Canal and the Barrow Navigation. His trip ended at
Warterford, where in rough seas his craft was cast ashore on Little Island.

A recent noteworthy feat was the first crossing of the Atlantic by an outhoard powered
craft, the *‘ Coronet Explorer.”” She was a stock model of the Danish Coronet range, being 22ft.
long with 8ft. beam and 1ift. draft, she had a hard top, retractable windscreen and was of ply-
wood and glass fibre construction. Her power was provided by twin V4, 50 h.p. Johnson Super
Sea-Horse outboard motors. Her crew consisted of Ole Botved (Denmark), Jim Wynne (Miami),
and Sven Eric Orjangaard (Sweden), Botved * Coronet’’ craft sell very well in America, and I
understand that some of the ‘ Coronets” are designed by Richard Cole who is America’s number
one designer of light craft. T mentioned this because Richard Cole, is by birth an Englishman.
Furthermore he served his apprenticeship with Walter D. Fair & Co, of Hampton Wick and was
responsible for testing their ** Watermota '’ oulhoards on the Thames at Kingston. (The firm in
question are now Messrs. Watermota Litd., Newton Abbot, makers of light inboard engines).

Those of our members who are camping enthusiasts will welcome the news that a Camping
and Outdoor Life Exhibition is to be held at the Great Hall, Alexandra Palace, London, N.22 from
Wednesday, January 14th, until Saturday, January 24th. This exhibition is sponsored by the
Camping Club of Great Britian,

The steam tug ‘‘ Scorcher,” owned by Messrs, Clements, Knowling & Co. Ltd., has recently
and rather sadly been scrapped; she was the oldest tug in the port of London and until a few
years ago was often seen towing grain barges up to Weybridge for unloading at Coxe’s Lock Mill
on the Wey., Her ‘‘ home’” mooring was just above Kingston bridge.

Last September Essex had its worst floods for a century, due mainly to a freak rainstorm.
However, the alertness and efficlency of The Rivers Board did much to ensure that damage and
disruption were kept to the mminimum.

At a recent Special Meeting of the Wey Cruising Club it was decided to obtain a plot of -

land at Woodbridge, Guildford. The club will construct a slipway, provide moorings and in due
course erect a Club-House. A levy equal to an annual subscription is to be made on all members
in order to raise sufficient money to commence the project.

Early in September the Newbury Branch of The Kennet and Avon Canal Association held a
Barbecue at the Hungerford Carnival; much publicity was given to the canal and great interest
was taken by local residents. A fleet of dinghies were taken along from Newbury, and proved a
most popular attraction during the afiernoon on the Hungerford pound. Lord Methuen, President
of the Kennet and Avon Canal Association attended the function and took his usual keen and lively
interest in the future of this waterway.

The Sailing Barge Preservation Society has now been registered as a Company, but the
word ‘‘ Liinited ” has been omitted from its title, There are three classes of members, Life,
Ordinary and Associate, The Society owns the sailing barge *“ Memory ”’ and urgently needs funds
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in order that the craft can be preserved and maintained as a working example of the rapidly dis-
appearing Thames Sailing Barge.

As members possibly know, the official source of the Thames is usually dry, this is due to
the vast amount of water drawn from deep borings by British Railways at Kemble (but a few
miles from the source) to supply the Swindon Railway Works., Owing to continuous heavy rain water
started to flow from ‘‘ Thames Head >’ on the 6th October but faded away again by October 16th,
after a week of more or less dry weather. In my notes in Vol. Il No. 3, I referred to the statue
of Father Thames, this was erected at Thames Head last May and to comply with the wishes of
the landowner a wooden post and rail fence had to be erected around it. This Autumn the wooden
rails have been substituted by 4ft. 6ins. high iron railings; the effect is frightful, but from official
information to hand at the time of compiling these notes, ‘‘ hooligans,” or perhaps I might say
irresponsible persons, have made such a nuisanee of themselves, (although the statue is on private
property and in remote spot), that the Thames Conservancy have found it necessary to carry out
these substantial protective works.

There is no room to review books in this issue, but I will briefly mention a few Interesting
publications., Report of the Bowes Commission is available from H.M, Stationery Office,price 6/6.
Another Stationery Office publication is ‘‘ Hydraulics Research Report for 1957, price 5/6. It gives
a summary of the first ten years work at the Hydraulic Research Station at Wallingford and should
prove of great interest to those with an engineering turn of mind. One of the big projects under-
taken at this station was the Thames investigation.

Our member Dr. R. Glaister has published an excellent brochure on the Kennet & Avon, price
6d. plus postage. They are available from him at 66, Squires Bridge Road, Shepperton, Middx.

The Reading Branch of the Kennet & Avon Canal Association hope to use voiuntary labour on
certain stretches of the canal during the winter months and if any members of the London and
Home Counties Branch could help it would be appreciated if they would inform the Hon. Secretary
(Mr. D. D. Hutchings, The Coppice, Elm Lane, Lower Earley, Reading, (Tel.: Reading 82149).

If you have any special skill in carpentry. metal work, brick laying, etc., please say so.
Frogmen would be especially welcome.

There will, of course, be no pay for this work but helping to get the canal into better work-
ing order is & most satisfying job. Moreover, on a winter's day work out of doors is a far better
way of keeping warm than sitting round a fire,

Peter H. Chaplin.

NEWS of the TRADE

There are several new cruisers upon the market and one of there, THE CHISWICK STRANDETTE,
has been designed for canal use with a beam of 6ft. 10ins, and a length of 20ft., the draught is 18ins. A
Coventry Victor horizontally opposed petrol unit, model M.W.2, is in#talled beneath the cockpit floor and
drives a ' Watermota ~ variable piteh propellor. The boat is wel]l dtted cut, the two berthe are equipped
with Dunlopillo mattresses. The price of the complete craft is £850.

MESSRS. THAMES (DITTON) MARINA LTD., have produced a 24ft. four berth cruiser in conjunction
with The S8andbanks Yacht Co. Ltd., a pleasant little craft, but unfortunately too wide for our narrow
canals with its beam of 9ft. Like the Birandette it is of plywood construction conforming to B.S.8.1088.
The price of this well equipped river cruiser is £1,350.

Last August Geoffrey Tobert of the British Aunzani Engineering Co. I4d., and Lionel Rowe crossed
the English Channel in both directions in a 14ft. CRACRAFT runabout powered by one of the new British
Anzani 18 h.p. electric starting and reversing MAUNATWIN outboard motors. Average outward speed was
12 m.p.h, and the average speed on the return run was 18 m.p.h.

Qur members, MESSRS. THREESTOKES LTD. (51a, Victoria Park Road, London, E.), operate a
scheme for the hire of outboard motors, boat trailers, roof racks, ete.

MAID LINE CRUISERS LTD. 1959 brochure will be ready early in December and hire charges will
be basically the same as for 1958. However, there will be some additions to the fleet, whilst three of the
older cruisers are being sold. Two new cruisers being constructed at the present time are the beginning
of a new fleet of 28ft. 4-berth diesel engined cruisers designed for use on the Thames. One of them,
“Maid Moonflower” will be on view at the Boat Show. There is a 6/7 berth 40ft. narrow beam canal
cruiser being built at Thames Ditton, this will be named “ Maid Mary-Sandra” and go into service next
March. A 24ft. 2-berth cruiser is being built in Norfolk and will be named “ Maid Pamela”™ Next spring
the company will build at their yard at Ditton, two 4-berth, 30ft. canal cruisers of the “ Maid Mary-
Jennifer ” class, They will be named ' Maid Mary-Judith ” and “ Maid Mary-JTune.” These two craft, as
well as most of the others, will be fitted with B.M.C. Commander diesel engines. In the next few years
it is intended to re-equip the entire " Maid ” line fleet with this type of diesel the only exception being one
or two small boats which will have B.M.C. Vedette motors.

KENNETH GIBBS of Shepperton hag designed and built a 14ft, fast runabowt which has already dis-
tinguished itself by winnig the Duchess of York Trophy 100 mile contest. 'This boat, “ March Hare™ ig of
proved Kenneth Gibbs design and construction, hard chine form in plywood. Members requxrln'lg firat clasg
marine engine repairg on the upper Thames are well advised to seek the services of Mr. A. T. GURNEY,
Whnite House Garage, Benson, Oxon.
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1 M A I D ”” L 'N E FERRY YACHT STATION
CRUISERS LTD. THAMES DITTON, SURREY

Tel.: Emberbrook 1078 (3 lines)

{Alternate Turnsround Points at Reading, Braunston and Stone)

The finest and largest fleet of self-drive hire cruisers on the Thames and Canals
JESSS—, SH——
OQur craft cruise on the Upper Thames, Oxford, Grand Union,
Wey Navigation, Coventry, Trent & Mersey and other Canals

MODERN SELF-STARTING DIESEL & PETROL ENGINES
ELECTRIC LIGHT, SAFETY GAS INSTALLATIONS

Fgam rubber mattresses. Gas ¢ogkers with ovens. " Kepkold " cold boxes.

Adequate Fuel Allowance

-
FULL DETAILS IN OUR 92-PAGE ILLUSTRATED BROCHURE

Obtainable for |/- post free from our head office.

T. HARRISON CHAPLIN LTD.
MEADHURST PARK NURSERY FOR SALE
SUNBURY-ON-THAMES.

Established 1907 16/ 6” Cabin Cruiser with
- detachable cabin, £160. Qutboard
Specialists in
Garden and River Frontage Design, motor for same £32.

Construction and Planting.

Designers and Suppliers of A. E. HEADEN

Cedarwood Buildings — Boathouses,

Garages, Sheds, Greenhouses, etc. 218, HIGH STREET,
We are agents for the remarkable POTTERS BAR,
“ RotoGardener ” — the versatile maid MIDDLESEX.

- of all work. May we demonstrate ?

BS




Full details on request.

THE FINEST VALUE IN — —
OUTBOARD MO TORS IN THE WORLD

These reliable precision-built motors ® EASY STARTING

built largely of sea-resisting alloys and

stainlcss steels are light enough to be ® EXTREMELY QUIET
portable and yet have sufficient power

to propel a 10 or 12 ft. boat at ® UNDERWATER EXHAUST
approximately 6 knots, The water-

cooled, 3 port, two-stroke engines have ® LOW FUEL CONSUMPTION
close-grained cast iron cylinders with

detachable heads and adequate water ® AUTOMATIC TILTING
passages.

They are simple, sturdy and efficient. ® ANGLE ADJUSTMENT
PRICES

MODEL 50 (14 h.p.) £30 0 0 MODEL 75 (2% hp.) £3410 0

MODEL 50 De Luxe (14 h.p.) £32 10 0 MODEL 75 De Luxe (2L h.p.) £36 10 0
(Long Shaft Models £2 extra)

COVENTRY APEX ENGINEERING CO., LTD.
YARDLEY STREET - COVENTRY ,JELErHone o

BOATS FOR HIRE

on RIVER KENNET and KENNET and John Tims & Sons
AVON CANAL

Dinghies, Skiffs, Canoes and Punts

Telephone : STAINES 93 STAINES
CANAL CRUISERS, HOUSEBOATS Eutrance: CHERTSEY LANE
AND MOTOR LAUNCH %

Diesel Canal Boat for Freight,
Towing, or Party Outings.

Brochure 8d.—post free.

JOHN GOULD (warerways) Ltd., GAS AND

NEWBURY LOCK, NEWBURY. Phone 1548 WATER FILLING STATION

By Appointiment lo the lale King George V

Boat Builders and Proprietors

CRUISKERS and LAUNCHIES FFOR HIRIS
MOORINGS, HOUSING and REPAIRS
RIVER BANK PETROIL, OIL, CALOR
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THREESTORES MARINE
LIMITED.

STAND 214, BOAT SHOW

114 MILE END ROAD, STEPNEY,
LONDON, E.1 STE 1037

ALL BRITISH AND FOREIGN OUTBOARDS AVAILABLE ON
“THREENOES " TERMS

% NO Deposit
v NO Delivery Charge

% NO Credit Charge

Twelve months’ Credit at cash prices
and engine delivered on first monthly
payment

Also DINGHIES, CANOES, RUNABOUTS, PAINT, VARNISH, FITTINGS, etc.

(From Aldgate, a few hundred yards past the London Hospital. Nearest Underground,
Stepney Green.)

Printed by Q\mcmss Preses Lid., 105. Staines Road West, Bunbury-on-Thames, Middlesex and Published by
THE LONDON AND HOME COUNTIES BRANCH OF THE LW A.
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